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: MEMOIRS
OF THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

LORD PETRE,
OF WRITTLE, IN ESSEX.

WITH A PORTRAIT.

HIS noble lord is descended from Sir William Petre, who was

Jl . employed by Henry VIIL in divers affairs of consequence, es-
pecially in-what tended to the dissolution of the religious houses, then
in agitation, being in the twenty-seventh year of that reign with some
others put into commission by Cromwell, the general visitor, to re-
pair to all the monasteries throughout England, and to enquire into
the government and behaviour of the votaries of both sexes, in order
to pick up sufficient matter to ground an accusation on; and that
grand work being afterwards fully accomplished to the king’s satis--
faction, his majesty, as an acknowledgment to Sir Williamy for
his diligence and fidelity on that occasion, granted to him and Ger-
trude his wife, in fee, the priory of Clatercote in the county of Ox-
ford, in the joth year of his reign, and the year after the manor of
Gynge-Abbots, in the county of Essex, parcel of the possessions of
the then-dissolved monastery of Barking, -in that county, with the
advowson of the rectory of Ingatestone, alias Gyng ad Petram ; in
which commissions for visiting the religious houses he had the title of
one of the Clerks in Chancery, and was also Master of the Requests ;-
but in these employments his great learning and talents having been
observed by the king, he was in the 35th year of his reign first sworn
of the Privy Council, and soon after constituted one of the principal
secretaries of state. In the 38th of the same reign, the king then
lying on his death-bed, and appointing such as should be of the.
council to Edward his son and successor, in matters of great conse~:
quence, he was nominated one of those who were appointed assistants
to them. King Edward V1. continued him in his office of principal
secretary of state; and in the thli}rd of that reign he was made trea«

F ] .
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surer of the court of first-fruits for life; and in the fourth one of the*
commissioners to treat of peace with the French at Guisnes. He
was also, in that reign, commissioned, with the Archbishop of Can-
terbury and others, in confidence of their sound knowledge, zealous
faith, innocency of life and behaviour, and readiness in the dispatch
of affairs, to punish and correct all rectors, vicars, and other eccle-
siastics, as well as laymen of what condition soever, who shall despise
or speak evil of the book called “ The Book of the Common Prayer
and administration of the sacraments, and other rites and ceremonies
of the Church, -after the use of the Church of England ;" with power
to imprison the guilty, and load them with irons if necessary or admit
them to bail. Nevertheless he was so much in favour with Queen
Mary that she made him, in the first year of her reign, her principal
secretary of state, and chancellor of the garter, with the fee of an
hundred marks perannum ; but then perceiving that the re-establish-
ment of the Popish religion might endanger his possession of those
abbey-lands which had been granted him by Henry VIIL he had in-
terest enough to procure a dispensation from Pope Paul 1V. for the
retaining them ; « he affirming (as it is expressed in the bull) that
he was ready to employ them to spiritual uses.” Queen Mary en-
trusted him also with concluding the treaty of marriage between her
and Philip archduke of Austria. He was also some time principalk
secretary of state to Queen Elizabeth, and was one of her privy
council till her death. She had likewise joined him with others in
several important commissions. He had been seven times employed
in foreign embassies ; he augmented Exeter college in Oxford with
lands to the value of an hundred pounds per annum, and built ten
alms-houses in the parish of Ingerstone or Ingatestone for twenty
* poor people, ten within the house and ten without, having every one
twc‘)ipence a day, a winter gown, two load of wood, and amnong them
feeding for six kine, winter and summer,-and a chaplain to say
them service daily, as Holingshed in his Chronicle informs us. He
died’a Protestant in the year 1572, and was buried in Ingatestone
church in Essex, where a monument is erected to his memory. He
left sums of money to be distributed among the poor in all his manors
in Essex, Devonshire, Kent, and Somersetshire, and to the poor of
the parish of St. Botolph without Aldersgate, London ; and to hos-
pitals and the poor prisoners in London and Southwark. He was,
moreover, bountiful to his servants, bequeathing them a whole year’s.
wages besides legacies. It appears that he had seven manors in Devon-
shire, nine in Essex, three in Somersetshire, two in Gloucestershire,
one in Kent, one in Suffolk, and one in Dorsetshire ; all which ¢ he
entails upon his son and heir John, and the heirs male of his body &
" and in defaunlt thereof, on the sonand heir of his brother John Petre,
of Torbrian in Devonshire.” He was twice married: by his first
wife, daughter of Sir John Tyrrel of Warley in Essex, knight, ke
had a daughter married to Nicholas Wadham of Merrifield in the
sounty of Somerset, Esq, who having no issue by her, they were the
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founders of Wadham College in Oxford ; he beginning, she finishing,
and both richly endowing it. .

By his second, daughter of Sir William Brown, kmﬂt, lord mayor
of London in 1514, and widow of John Tyrrel of Heron Place in
Essex, Esq. he had issu¢ a son, who succeeded him, and three daugh-
ters, one of whom was married to John Gostwick, of Willington, in
the county of Bedford, Esq. another to John Talbot, of Grafton, i
the county of Worcester, Esq. ancestor to the Earl of Shrewsbury;
and thlel‘ third to Lodowick Greville, of Milcot, in the ¢ounty of War-
wick, Esq.

John Pqetre, only son of Sir William, was knighted in the eighteenth
of Elizabeth, and afterwards served in two Parliaments for the connty
of Essex. In 1603 he was advanced to the dignity of a Baron of
this realm by the title of Lord Petre of Writtle in the county of
Essex, and departéd this life in October 1613, at West Horden, in
the same county. By his lady, daughter of Sir Edward Waldegyave,
knight, he had issue four sons and four daughters.

William Petre, his eldest son, succeeded him, and died 1627,

His successor was his eldest son Robert, wio died 1638 ; when
the honours descended to William, his eldest son, who died 1683.

John, his next brother, then assumed the title, but [ived only tiil
the following year 1684. ‘

He was succeeded by his brother Thomas, who died 1707,

Robert, his son and heir, died 1713, and was succeeded by his
only son Rebert James, from whom, in 1742, the title and estate de-
scended to his only son ROBERT-EDWARD, ninth and present
LORD PETRE, who married in 1762 Anne, only surviving
daaghter and heir of the Hon. Philip Howard, brother of Edward,
Duke of Norfolk, by whom he has issue.

On the 4th of May 1772, at Merchant Taylor’s Hall, his lordship
was invested with the high office of Grand Master of Masons, which
dignity he supported with great honour to himself and advantage to
the Society till May 1, 1777, when he resigned the chair to the Most.
Noble George Duke of Manchester.

During the presidency of Lord Petre the Society’s present Hall
was built, the first stone being laid by his lordship in solemn form on
the st of May 1775. .

Many regulations respecting the government of the Fraternity
were also established during the administration of this noble lord,
“ whose amiable character as a man, and zeal as a Mason (says a
much-respected writer), may be equalled, but cannot be surpassed *."
As, however, the transactivns of his lordship’s pre.idency are officially
recorded in the “ Book of Constitutions,” it will be unnecessary to
introduce them in this place. '

* Preston’s [llustrations, p. 312, 8th edition,
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'TO THE
EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS' MAGAZINE.

S1R,

N Gulliver’s Travels we find an account of a people, or a sect
of wise and ceconomical men, who knowing what a precious
thing breath is, and how fiequently it is wasted on trifles, carry
about with them a number of things, by means of which they
make their sentiments known without the trouble and fatigue which
attends speech. I am about to trouble you with some memo-
rials of a friend of mine, whose ceconomy extends principally to
writing ; and although I believe he can converse as volubly, and as
much to the purpose as most men, yet preserves, in all his letters,
the most inflexible adhefence to that kind of writing which is deno-
minated the laconic. ‘

As we live separated by some hundred miles, we have no opportu-
nity of conference, unless by letter, and my esteem for him is suchj
that I am always glad to receive the smallest scrap of his pen ;—happy
is it for me that I am so, for I assure you, sir, I never receive any
thing but the smallest scraps from him ; all my endeavours to draw
from him a long letter have hitherto been in vain: twenty of his
epistles would not make up the sum of a common letter of business :
and so very saving is he of his ink (for he sends paper enough), that
1 very rarely can get a Dear Sir from him, and yet he thinks I am so
well acquainted with his hand, that he hardly ever signs his name.
As to the place of abode, or day of the month, or even the month and
year, these are things left entirely to my conjecture.

1 once had an idea that my friend had taken the alarm at the too
common practice of printing confidential letters after the death of a
great man, and that he was determined no person should ever have it
in their power to serve him so; but when I consider his modesty,
and that he thinks much less of himself than other people do who'
know him, I am satisfied that my conjecture is not just; and that,"
with every talent for easy and elegant epistolary correspondence, he
would be the only man hurt at the publication of his letters in any
shape. As 1 told you before, however, he puts this quite out of my
gower, for were 1 disposed to publish such as I am possessed of], five _

undred of them would not fill up the space of a shilling pampblet;
and, what is more, the want of date and subscription would lay me -
open to a flat denial of authenticity from any of his friends.—Since
your Magazine appeared, I have told him again and again, that I
would send you some of his letters, but he gave neither consent nor
dissent, and I am determined to try the experiment, and perhaps-
draw from him eight or ten lines in answer, which will be an acqui-
sition of no small moment.

While I am writing to you, sir, I have received a letter frqm him.
A sister of mine, who lives in his neighbourhood, being near ber time,
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as itis called, and my correspondent being very intimate in the family,
1 asked him to write me an account of her health, or whether deli-
vered; in truth, I was here chusing one of two evils, for her husband
is as laconic as my friend. The letter I received contains the fol«
lowing twelve words, and no more. :

‘¢ All tight as yet, but very weary, and looking out for land.”

No signature, and no date, and a wonder it is that he took the
trouble- to address it to me. Many instances could I give of this
provoking laconicism, but I shall confine myself to two or three, pre~
suming they will be sufficient.

My friend possesses a considerable sum in the Bank, and I am em-
ployed by him, as attorney, to receive his dividends, or sell, if need
be. 1 wrote him, on the approach of a rupture with Spain, as many
conceived, that the stocks would fall, and were selling out their

money : the answer was, .
¢ Dear Sir, E
< Sell, if you think proper, but not all.”

"Fhe appearance of Dear Sir was novel, but so much was yet left to
my judgment by the not all, that I was obliged to request he would
Jet me know bow much—and the answer was,

¢ I will consider of it. .
¢ Yours sincerely, &c.”

And here that affair ended, as he has never since considered any
_thing farther. A very great riot having lately taken place in the
town where he lives, I wrote to him for the particulars without ever
reflecting, that he was the last man in the world I could expect such
information from. The folloewing is a literal copy of his epistle :

¢ All quiet now, and no great mischief done.”

The only other instance of his brevity with which I shall trouble
you, occurred on the death of an uncle ; on this melancholy occasion
he sent me an gfficial notice, as follows :

“ SQUARETOES is gone—prush your black clotbes—but be bas left
you notbing.” '

Had not a newspaper, at the same time, informed me of the death
pf this gentleman, 1 should have been very much puzzled to know
who was meant by Squaretoes! —But thus it is, sir, that I am treated,
in return foy whole sheets of paper closely written, and which, I
am told, he.is very impatient to receive.—I hope  you will insert
this in your next Number; for if any thing can draw a letter from
‘him that will—and if the scheme succeeds, you may depend on my
post grateful acknowledgments. '
) B Tam, Sir, )
Yours, = T.B,
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TO THE
EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS' MAGAZINE,

I met the otber day with a pretty Letter of our Poet WALLER fo the
Lady Sidney, on the marri;gc of ber sister; which gave me great
enlertainment, and will, I dare say, please some, perbaps many of
your Readers. It is written in an elegant stile, and they must desire
fo bear the thoughts of so celebrated an author on this curious subjects
If bis poelry is excellent, bis prose is beautiful. Thus much by way
of introgduction to the letter wbich follows without any material alte-
rution, No more need be added, except my bearty wish to see it in-
serted. I am yours, &c. ' :

Fuly 17, 1798, : T. 8.

To MYy Lapy Lucy SipNEY, UPON THE MARRIAGE oF MY LADY
DoroTHY HER SiSTER TO MY LORD SPENCER.

Mapam, e

N the common joy at Pensburst* 1 know none to whom complaints
3 may come less unseasonable than to your ladyship ; the loss ofa

ed-fellow being almost equal to that of a mistress : and therefore you
ought, atleast, to pardon, if'you consent not to, the imprecations of
the deserted ; which just heaven no doubt will hear !

May my Lady Dorothy (if we may yet call her so) suffer as much,
and have the like passion for this young lord, whom she has preferred
to the rest of mankind, as others have had for her: and may this love
before the year go about, make her taste of the first curse imposed
on woman-kind—the pains of becominﬁ a mother! May her first-
born be none of her own sex, nor so like her but that he may resemble
ber lord as much as herself'!

May she that always affected silence and retiredness, have the
bouse filled with the noise and number of her children ; and hereafter
of her grand-children! And then may she arrive at that great gurse
. 80 much declined by fair ladies—old age! May she live to be very
oM, and yet seem young; be told so by her glass and have no aches
to inform her of the truth! And when she shall appear to be mortal,
- mmay her lord not mourn for her, but go hand in hand with her to that
place where, we are told, There is neither marrying nor giving in mar<
ziage, that being there divorced we may have all an equalinterest in
her again! My revenge being immortal, I wish all this may also
befal their posterity to the world’s end and afterwards ! '

To you, madam, 1 wish all good things; and that this loss may in
good time be happily supply’d with a more constant bed-fellow of
the other sex. :

Madam, I humbly kiss your hands, and beg pardon for this trouble,
fiom_your ladyship’s most humble servant,

EpmonD WALLER,

% They were married at Penshurst, July i1, 1639,
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%0 SIE GEORGE STAUNTON, BART.
Bz, : Rotberbam, Yorbsbire,
' o May 25, 1789,

S I know you interest yonrself in the success of the useful arts,
A and are a member of the Society for the promotien thereof, I do
myself the pleasure to send you an account of a small experiment ¥
have been making at Messrs. Walker’s iron warks at this place.

You have already seen the model I constructed for 4 bridge of'g
single arch to bé made of iren, and erected over the river Schuylkill
- at Philadelphia; but as the dimensions may have escaped your re-

collection, I will begin with stating those particulars. -~ :

The vast quantities ef ice and melted snow at the breaking up of
the frost in that part of America render it impracticable to erect a
bridge on piers. The river can conveniently be contracted to four
hundred feet ;sthe model, therefore, is for an arch of four hundred
feet span ; the height of the arch in the center, from the chord thereof,
is to be about twenty feet, and to be brought off on the top, so as td
make the ascent about one foot in eighteen or twenty. ’

The judgment of the Academy of Sciences at Paris has been
given on the principles and practicability of the construction. The
original, signed by the Academy, is in my possession ; and in which
they fully approve and support the design. They introduce theit
opinion by saying, 5

« 11 est sur que lors qu’on pense auprojet d’une arche en fer d¢
400 pieds d’overturd, et aux effets qui peuvent resulter d’une arche
d’unme si vaste étendue, il est difficile de ne pas élever des doutes sur
le suecés d’une payeille entreprise, par les difficultés qu'eHe presente
au prémier appercu. Mais si telle est la disposition des parties, et In
maniére dont elles sont reunis qu’il resulte de cet assemblage un fout
trés ferme et tres solide, alors on n’aura plus les:memes doutes sur la
réussite deé ce projet.” - - - : :

-The 'Academy then proceed to state the reasons on which theit
judgment is founded, and conclude with saying: = -~ !

““ Nous concluons de out ce que nous verrons d’exposer que la
pont de fer de M. Paine est ingenieusement imaginé, que la con-
struction en est simple, solide, et propre 3 lui donner la force neces*
saire pour résister aux effets resultans de sa charge, et qu'il merite

u’on en tente I'execution. Enfin, qu’il pourra fournira un nouvel
éxemple des application d’'un métal dont-on n’a pas jusqu’ici fait as-
ez d’usage en grand, quoique dans nombre d'occasions il eut peutétre
employé avec plus grand succes.” -

" As it was my design to pass some time in England before 1 returned
to America, I employed part of it in making the small essay I am

now to inform you of, ' :
; VoL, V, = C : " : -
- . . . e
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My intention, when I came to the iron works, was t.Xaise an arcls
of at least two hundred feet span, but as it was late in the fall of last
year, the season was too far advanced to work out of doors, and an
aroh of that extent too great to be worked within doors, and as I was
tinwilling to lose time, 1 moderated my ambition with alittle commore
sense, andl began with such an arch as could be compassed within
some of the buildings belonging to the works. As the constructiors
of the American arch admits, in practice, of any species of curve
with equal facility, I set off, in preference to all others, a catenariary
arch of ninety feet span and five feet high. Were this arch con-
werted into an arch of a circle, the diameter of its circle would be four
hundred and ten feet. From the ordinates of the arch-taken froma

. the wall-where the arch was struck, I produced a similar arch on the
floor whereon the work was to be fitted and framed, and there was
something se apparently just when the work was.set out, -that the
looking at it promised success. L
- You will recollect that the model is composed of -four parallel ~
arched ribs, and as the number of ribs may be encreased at pleasure
.to any breadth an arch sufficient for a road-way may require) and
the arches to any number the breadth of rivers may require, the
constructing of one rib would determine for the whole; because if
ene rib succeeded all the rest of the work to any extent is a repetition.

- Inless time than I expected, and before the winter set in, I had
fitted and framed the arch, or properly the rib, completely together on
the floor; it was then taken in pieces and stowed away: during the
winter, in a corner of a workshop, used in the mean time by the car-
penters,. where it occupied so small a compass as to.be hid among the
shavings, and though the extent of it is go feet, the depth of the arch
at the center two feet nine inches, and the depth.at the haunches six
feet, the whole of it might, when «in pieces, he put in an ordina
stage waggon and sent to any part of England. _ »

[ returned to the works in April and began*to prepare for erectings
we chose a situation, between a steel furnace and a workshap which
served for butments, The distance between those buildings was
about four feet more than the span of the arch, whigh we filled up
with chunces of wood at each end. - I mention this'as I shall have oc-
casion to refer toit hereafter. K .o
. Wesoon run up a center to turn the arch upon, and began our erec~
tion. Every part fitted to a mathematical exactness ; the raising an
arch of this construction is different to the method of raising a stone
arch. In a stone arch they begin at the bottom or extremities of the
arch, and work upwards meeting at the crown. In this we began at
the crown by aline perpendicular thereto and worked downward each
way. Itdiffers likewise in another respect. A stone arch is raised by
gections of the curve, each stone being so, and this -by. concentric
curves. The effect likewise of the arch upon.the center is differens,
for as stone arches sometimes break down the center by their weight,
this, on the contrary, grew lighter on the center as the arch,increased
in thickness, so much so, that before the arch was completely finished
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it £qse itself off the center the full thickness of the blade of a kaife from
one butment to the other, and is, 1 suppose, the first arch of ninety
feet span that ever struck itself. -

I have already mentioned that the spaces between the ends of the
arch and the butments were filled up with chunces of wood, and those
xather in a damp state ; and though we rammed them as close as we
could, we could not ram them so as their drying, and the t
of the arch, or rib, especially when loaded, would be capable of do-
ing; and we had now to observe the effects which the yielding and
pressing up of the wood, and which corresponds to the giving way
:%‘.th_e butments, so generally fatal to stone.arches, would have upom

1S. . Lo , ’

We.loaded the rib with six toas of pig iron, beginning at the center. -
and proceeding both ways, which is twice the weight of the iron in
the nb, as I shall hereafter more particularly mention. ~This had not
the least visible effect on the strength of the arch, but jt pressed the
waod home 50 as to gain in three or four days, together with the dry-.
ing and shrinking of the wood, above a quarter of an inch at each end,
and consequently the chord or span of the arch was lengthened abover
half an.inch. As this lengthening was more than double the feather
of the key-stone in a stone arch of these dimensions, such an alteration,
at the butments would have endangered the safety of a stone arch,;
while it produced on this no other than the proper mathematical effect.
To evidence this, I had recourse to the cord still swinging on the wall-
from which the curve of the arch was taken, 1set the cord to go feet:
span, and five feet for the height of the arch, and marked the curve,
an the wall. 1 then removed the ends of the cord horizontally some--
thing more than a quarter of an inch at each end. The cord should
then describe the exact catenarian curve which the rib had assumed
by the same lengthening at the butments, that is, the rising of the
cord should exactly correspond to the lowering of the arch, which it
did through all their corresponding ordinates, The cord had rose
something more than two inches at the center, diminishing to nothing-
each way, and the arch had descended the same quantjty and jn the .
same proportion. I much doupt whether a stone arch, could it be.
constructed as flat as this, could sustain such ap alteration; and,on -
the contrary, ] see no reason to doubt put an grch on this construc-.
tion and dimensions, or corresponding thereto, might be let down to.
half its height, or as far as it woyld descend, with safety, ] say « as
far as it would descend,” because the construction renders it exceed- .
ing probable that there is a point beyond which it would not descend, -
but retain itself independent of butments; but this cannet be explained
but by asight of the arch itself. "

In four or five days, the arch having gained nearly all it could gain
on the wood, except what the wood would lose by a summer’s dry-
ing, the lowering of the arch™began to be scarcely visible. The
weight still continues on it, to which I intend to add more, and there .
Is not the least visible effect on the perfact curvature or strength of
the arch, - - c : ,
C2?



w THE FREEMASDNS' MAGAZINE,

r The arth haohn) thus gained neatly & solid bearing on the woéd 2nil
tlte butinents; and ithe days beginning to be warm, and the nights com -
tinuing to be cool, I had now to observe the effects of the contrac«
£ioh 'and expansion of the iron. : o

~ Aihe Academy of Sciences at Paris, in their reporton the principles
#1d construction of this arch, stitethese effectsas a tiratver-of perfect
indifference 'to the arch, or to the butments, and the experience ‘esta~
Hlishes the truth of their opinion. It is probable the Atademy may~
Bave taken, in part, the observations of M. Peronnet, -arekitect to the

King of France, and a member of the Academy, as some ground for
that opinion. From the observations of M. Peronret, 'all arches,

whether of stone or brick, are constantly ascendiné_e?r descending by~
fhie ichariges of the weather, so as to render the difference perceptible

by taking a level, and that all ‘stone and brick buildings do-the same.

In shott, that matter is never stationary, with respect to its dimen<

sions, but when the atmosphere is so; but that as arches like the tops

of 'houses ‘are open to the air, and at freedom to rise, and all their

weight in all changes of heat and cold is the same, their pressure:is

very little or nothing affected by it.-

" T'hung a thermometer to the afch where it has continued several
days, and by what I can observe it equals if not exceeds the thermo~
meter in exaotness.

- In twenty-four "hours it ascends -and descends between two and
three tenths of an inch at the center, diminishing i -exact mathema-
tical proportion each way ; and no sooner does an ascent or'descent
ofhalf a hair’s breadth appear at the center, but it may be propor-
tionally discovered through the whole span of'go feet. I have aftixed
an index which multiplies ten times, and it can gs easily be multiplied
an hundred times : could I make a line of fire on each side the arch,
sb-as to heat itin the same equal manner through all its parts, as the
nataral air does, 1 would try it up to blood heat, -

1 will not attempt a description of the construction: first, because
you havé already seen the model; - and secondly, that I have often
observed that a thing may be so very simple as to baflle description.
On this head I shall only say, that I took the idea of constructing it
froma spider’s web, of which it resembles a section, and I naturally
supposed, that when nature enabled that insect to make a web, she
taught it the best method of putting it together.

Another idea I have taken from nature is, that of increasing the
strength of matter by causing it to act over a larger space than it
would occupy in-a solid state, as is evidenced in the bones of animals,
quills of birds, reeds, canes, &c. which, were they solid with the same
quantity of matter, would have the same weight with a much less
degree of strength. ' -

I have already mentioned that the quantity of iron in this rib is
three tons; that an arch of sufficient width for a bridge is to be com~
posed of as many ribs as that width requires; and that the number of
arches, if the breadth of a river requires more than one, may be mul~
tiplied at discretion, : :
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- As-the intention of this experiment was 10-ascertain, first, the pmc-

#icebility of the construction, and, secondly, what degree of strength
any given quantity of iron would have whea thus formed into am
arch, 1 employed in it no mere than three tons, which is as small a
quantity as couid wel be used in the experiment. It has already a
weight of six toas .constantly lying.on it, without any effact on the
strength or perfect curvature of the arch. What greater weight it will
bear cannot be judged of; but, teking even these as data, an axch
of any stremgth, or capable of bearing a greater weight than can ever
possibly come upon any bridge, may be easily calc .

The river Schuylkill; at Philadelphia, as I have already mentioned,
requires asingle arch of four hundred feet span. The vast quantities
of ice renders it impossible to.erecta bridge.on piers, and is the reasom
why no bridge has been attempted. DBut great scenes inspire great
ideas. The natural mightiness of America expands the mind, and it
partakes of the greatness it cantemplates. Evea the war with all its
evils had some advantages. It energized invention and lessened the

~ catalogue of impossibilities. At the conclusion of it every man re-
turned to his home to repair the ravages it had occasioned, and to
think of war no more. As one among thousands who bad borne a
share m that memorable revolution, 1 returned with them to the re-
enjoyment of quiet life, and, that I might not be idle, undertook to
construct a bridge of a single arch for this river. Qur beloved ge~
neral had engaged in rendering another river, the Patowmac, na-
vigable.

The quantity of iron 1 had allowed in my plan for this arch was
52qtons, to be distributed into thirteen ribs, in commemoration of
the thirteen united states, each rib to contain forty tons : but although
strength is the first object in werks ef this kind, I shall from the
success of this experiment very considerably lessen the quantity of iron
1 had proposed. :

The Academy of Sciences in their report upon this construction
say, * There is one advantage in the construction of M. Paine’s bridge
that is singular and important, which is, that the success of an arch
to any 'span can be determined before the work be undertaken on
the river, and with a small part of the expence of the whole, by
erecting part on the ground,”

As to its appearance, I shall give you an extract of a letter from a
gentleman in the neighbourhood, member in the former parliament

or this county, who in speaking of the arch says, * In point of ele-
gance and beauty, it far exceeds my expectations, and is certainly be-
yond any thing I ever saw.” I shall likewise mention, that it is much
visited and exceedingly admired by the ladies, who, though they
may not be much acquainted with mathematical principles, are cer-
tainly judges of taste. '

I shall close my letter with a few other observations naturally and
necessarily connected with the subject.

That, contrary to the general gpinion, the most preservative situation
in which iron can be placed is within the atmosphere of water, whe-
ther it be that the air is less saline and nityous than that which arises’
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from the filth of streets and the. fermentation of the earth, Iam not un-
dertaking . to prove : I speak only of fact, which any body may ob~
sesve by the rings and bolts in wharfs and other watery situations. X
mever yet saw the iron chain affixed to a well-bucket consumed or even
ajored by rust, and I believe it is impossible to find iron exposed to
fbe open air in the same preserved condition as that which is exposed
over water. - . :

A method for extending the span and lessening the height of arches
Bas always been the desideratum of bridge architecture. ‘I'hese points
are accomplished by this consfruction. But it has other advantages.
1t senders bridges capable -of becoming a portable manufacture, as
they may, on this construction, be made and sent to any part of the
world ready to be erected : and at a time that it greatly encreases the
magnificence, elegance and beauty of bridges, it considerably les-
sens their expence, and their appearance by re-painting will be ever
new ; and as they may be erecteﬁn all situations where stone bridges
can be erected, they may, moreover, be erected in certain situations,
where, on account of ice, infirm foundations in ‘the beds of rivers,
Jow shores, and vayious other causes, stone bridges cannot be erected.
The last convenience, and which is net.inconsiderable, that I shall
mention is, .that, after they are erected, they may very sasily be taken'
down, without any injury to the materials of the construction, and
be se-erected elsewhere, '

. 1 am, Sir, .
Your much obliged,
: and obedient humble Servant,
THOMAS PAINE,

HISTORY OF MASONRY.

[Continued from Val, IV. p, 367.]

1ZRAIM, or Menes, the second son of Ham, carried to, and

YAt preserved in Egypt, or the land of Mizraim, their original
skill, and much cultivated the art: for ancient history celebrates the
early fine taste of the Egyptians, their many magnificent edifices,
and great cities, as Memphis, Heliopolis, Thebes, with an hundred
gates, &c. besides their palaces, catacombs, obelisks and statues,
particularly the colossal statue of sphinx, whose head was 120 feet
round ; and their famous pyramids, the largest of which was reckoned
the first of the seven wonders of art, after the general migration.
These pyramids are standing evidences of the extraordinary works'
of masons in ages too remote to be ascertaimed: and indeed their
form and solidity, as beginning from a ‘broad square base, tapering
_ as they rose, up toa nasrow apex, and with few interior cavities, were
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the beést security that could be <conceived fordt!raw:n

_ described by various writers and travellers; and the f ing parti-

cu::!rs respecting them wilt certainly prove interesting- to a Masonie
reader. , K o :
- The principal pytamids are situated on’ the western bank of the

" Nile, in the neighbourhood of the ancient city of. Memphis; aid

of ‘these there are four which claim particular notice. They stand in
a diagonal line, about 4®0 paces distant from- each. other ; and their
sides eorrespond exactly with-the four cardinal points of the compass.
They are founded on a rock which is covered with sand ; and among
the various measurements given of the largest pyramid, it may, in
round numbers, be esteemed 700 feet square at the bhase, and 480
feet in perpendicular height. The summit of this pyramid from be-
low, seems to be a point ; but as travellers may ascend, by the stones

. forming 'steps on-the outside, all the way up, the top is found to be

a platform composed of large stones ;. and the sides of the square to
be 16 or 18 feet. Opinions differ as to the quarries where: the stones
for these .huge piles were procured; but while some are so extra-
vagant as to suppose them to have been brought from Arabia or Ethi-
opia, Captain Norden, who examined them about .years since,
declares that the stones were cut out of the rocks along the Nilé,
where the excavations are still visible.- The second of these pyra-
mids is exactly like the first, excepting that it is s0 smoothly covered
with granite that it is impossible to ascend it. The third pyramid is
not so high as the two former by 100 feet; and the foorth is as much
inferior in size to the third. These four are surrounded by a number,
all ofa much smaller size, and several of them ruinous.

Of the four large pyramids, the first mentioned only has beea
opened ; the entrance is on the north side, and leads to five different
passages successively, of which some ascend, some descend, and
some run level, being only three feet and-a half square. These pas-
sages are entered by torch light, and lead to different chambers.in the
body of the pyramid ; the last of them terminates in an upper cham-
ber, in which is an empty coffin or sarcophagus of granite, in the
form of a parallelopipedon, entirely plain and destitute of all deco-
ration. : . .

In the description of this proud mausoleum, we have a pregnant
illustration of the fable of the mountain and the.mouse : for the ex-
pence and labour of so astonishing a building were incurred to pre-
‘paré a tomb for the founder, which after all does not enjoy.. A
-mountain of stone was raised to contain a coffin ; and that coffin con~
tains nothing ! .o

The genius of the- Egyptians for hieroglyphical representations ap-
pears from the enormous figure of the sphinx just mentioned above ;
which stands about 300 paces to the east of the second pyramid. This
exhibits the body of a lion with a virgin's head, cut out of the solid
rock, though the body is now;overwhelmed by the sand. This figure
is understood to indicate the season for the annual rising of.the watets
in the Nile, when the sun enters Le¢o and Firgo; from which two

.
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wonistellations they formed the sphinx : this word, in the Chaldee di=
alect, figniies fo overflow ; and asthe cause of the overflowing of the
Nile was a riddle to the ancients, we hence perceive why the sphinx.
was said to be a propounder of riddles. : .
- The Egyptians excelied all nations alsein their amazing labyrinths.
One of them covered the ground of a whole province, containing ma«
ny fine palaces and a hundred temples, disposed in its several quar=~
ters and divisions, adorned with columns of porphyry, and. statues of
their gods and princes; which labyrinth the Greeks, long afterward,
endeavoured to imitate, but never succeeded in their attempts.

The successors of Mizraim, who stiled themselves the sons of an-
tient kings, encouraged the royal art down to the last of the race, the
learned-king Amasis. L . "

History fails us in the sowth and west of Africa; nor have we any
Just accounts of the posterity of Noah's. eldest son Japhet, who first
replenished amtient Scythia, from Norway eastward to America;
nor of the Japhetites in Greece and Italy, Germany, Gaul and Bri-
tain, &, till their original skill was lost : but they were good archi~-"
tects at their first migration from Shinar. . . .

Shem, the second son of Noah, remained at Ur of the Chaldees in
Shinar; with his father and great grandson Heber, where they lived
private, and died in peace; but Shem’s offspring travelled into the
south, and east of Great Asia, viz. Elam, Ashur, Arphaxad, Lud,
and Aram, with Sala the father of Heber; and propagated the arts as
far as China and Japan : while Noah, Shem, and Heber, employed
themselves at Ur, in mathematical exercises, teaching Peleg, the
father of Rehu, father of Serug, father of Nahor, father of ’Eenh,
fathér of Abraham, a learned race of mathematicians and geome-
triciahs. . , . S
- - Thus - Abraham, born two years after the death of Noah, had
learned well the science and the art, before the. God of Glory called
him to travel from Ur of the Chaldees, and to lead a pastoral life in
tents. Travelling, therefore, with his family and flocks through
Mesopotamia, - he pitched at Haran, where old Terah, ip five years,

. died ; and then Abraham, aged 75 yeass, travelled into the land of
the Canaanites : but a famine soon forced him down to Egypt; from
whence: returning next year, he’ be‘gan ‘to commuriicaté his great
skill to the chiefs of the Canaanites, for which they honoured him as
t))rincé. ) . .

Abraham transmitted his learning to all his offspring ; Isaac did the
'same; and that Jacob well instructed his family, we have a clear ex-
ample in his son Joseph, who retained such strong ideas of the early
instructions received in his father’s house, that he excelled the Egyp- -
tian masons in knowledge ; and, beinginstalled their grand master by
the command of Pharaoh, employed them in building many granaries
and store-cities throughout the land of Egypt, to preserve them from
‘the direful effacts of a long and severe famine, before the arrival of
Jacob and his bousehold, :
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. The descendants of Abraham, being sojourners and shepherds in
Egypt, practised very little of architecture, till about eighty years
before their exodus; when, by the over-ruling hand of Providence,
they were trained up to the masonical use of stone and brick, and
built for the Egyptians the two strong cities of Pithom and Raa-
masis; in the exercise of which tasks they recovered their dexterity
in the craft, before they migrated to the promised land.

After Abraham left Haran 430 years, Moses marched out of
Egypt, at the head of 600,000 Hebrew males, marshalled in due form;
-for whose sake God divided the.red sea, to afford them a ready pas-
sage, and then caused the waters to return upon, and drown Pharaoh
and his Egyptian forces, who pursued them. In this peregrination:
through Arabia to Canaan, God was £leased to inspire their grand
master Moses, Joshua his deputy, and Aholiab and Bezaleel, grand
wardens, with wisdom of heart; and next year they raised the
tabernacle or tent, where the divine Shechinah resided, and the holy
ark or chest, the symbol of God’s presence; which, though not of
stone or brick, was framed by true symmetrical architecture, accord-
ing to the pattern that God dictated to Moses on Mount Sinai, and-
which was afterward the model of Solomon’s temple. ’

Moses being well skilled in all the Egyptian learning, and also di-
vinely inspired, excelled all grand masters before him, and ordered
the more skilful to meet him, as in a grand lodge, near the taber-
nacle, in the passover-week, and gave them wise charges, regula-
tions, &c. though the tradition thereof has not been transmitted down
to us so perfectly as might have been wished.

Joshua succeeded in the direction, with Caleb his deputy; and
Eleazar the high-priest, and Phineas his son, as grand wardens: he
marshalled the Israelites, and led them over Jordan, which God made
dry for their march into the promised land. The Canaanites had so
regularly fortified their great cities and passes, that without the spe-
cial intervention of E/ Shaddai, in behalf of his peculiar people, they
were impregnable. Having finished his wars with the Canaanites,
he fixed the tabernacle at Shiloe, in Ephraim ; ordering the chiefs of
Israel to serve their God, cultivate the land, and carry on the grand.
design of architecture in the best Mosaic style.

The Israelites made a prodigious progress in the study of geometry
and architecture, having many expert artists in every tribe that met
in lodges or societies for that purpose, except when for their sins
they came under servitude; but their occasional princes, called judges
and saviours, revived the Mosaic style along with liberty, and the
Mosaic constitution. But they were exceeded by the Canaanites,
Pheenicians, and. Sidonians in sacred architecture ; they being a peo-
ple of a happy genius, and frame of mind, .who made great improve- -
ments in the sciences, as well as in other learning. The glass of Si
don, the purple of Tyre, and the exceeding fine linen they wove,
were the product of their own country, and their own inventions ;
and for their skill in working of metals, in hewing timber and stone:
in avword,v for their perfect knowled%e of what was solid, great, and

oL, V, :
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* emamental in architecture, it need but be remembered, the great
share they had in erecting the temple at Jerusalem ; than which no-
~ thing can more redound to their honour, or give a clearer idea of
what their own buildings must have been. Their fame was so ex-
tensive for taste, design, and invention, that whatever was elegant,
was distinguished with the epithet of Sidonian, or as the workman-
ship of Tyrian artists : and yet the temple or tabernacle of the true
God at Shiloe exceeded them all in wisdom and beauty, though not
in strength and dimensions. :
. Meanwhile in Lesser Asia, about ten years before the exodus of
Moses, Troy was founded, and stood till destroyed by the confede-
sated Greeks, about the twelfth year of Tola judge of Israel.

Soon after the exodus, the famous temple of Jupiter Hammon in
Libyan Africa was erected; and stood till it was demolished by the
first Christians in those parts.

The city of Tyre was built by abody of Sidonian masons from Ga-
bala, under their Grand Masters, and proper princes, or directors 3
who finished the lofty buildings of the city, with its strong walls and
aqueducts, in a manner greatly to the honour and renown of those
who had the conducting of this grand design. '

The Pheenicians built, in a grand and sumptuous manner, under
the direction of Sanchoniathon, Grand Master of Masons in that pro-
vince, the famous temple of Dagon at Gaza, and artfully supported
it by two slender columns, which proved not too big for the grasp of
Sampson; who pulling them down, the large roof fell upon 3000 of
the lords and ladies of the Philistines, and killed them all, himself:
sharing the fate he drew down upon his enemies.

In after times, Abibal king of Tyre repaired and beautified that ci-
ty, and sodid his son Hiram ; ‘under whom the kingdom of Tyre was
in a very flourishing condition : he also repaired and improved se-
veral cities in the eastern parts of his dominions; and being himself’
a Mason, he undertook the direction of the craft, and became a wor-
thy Grand Master. He enlarged the city of Tyre, and joined it to
the temple of Jupiter Olympius, standing in an island: he also built-
two temples, one to Hercules, and the other to Astarte; with many
other rich and splendid buildings.

During all tHis period, the Israelites, by their vicinity to the ar-
tists of Tyre and Sidon, had great opportunities of cultivating the
royal art, which they failed not diligently to pursue, and at last at--
tained to a very high perfection ; as well in operative Masonry, as in
the regularity and discipline of their well-formed lodges.

David king of Israel, through the long wars which he had with the
Canaanites, had not leisure to employ his own craftsmen, or those he
had obtained from his steady friend and ally, King Hiram of Tyre : for
almost his whole reign was one continued series of wars, fatigues,
and misfortunes. But atlength, having taken the city of Jebus, and
strong-hold of Zion from his enemies, he set the Craft about repairing
and embellishing the walls, and public- edifices, especially in Zion,
where he fixed his residence ; and which was from him called the City-

¢
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of David; as in his time, also, the old Jebus obtained the name of
Jerusalem. But being denied the honour of building the intended
temple therein, on account of his being a man of blood, he, worn
down with years and infirmities, and drawing near his end, assembled
the chigfs of his people, and acquainted them with his design to have
built 2 magnificent repository for the ark of God; having made great
preparation for it, and laid up immense quantities of rich materials ;
as also plans and models for the different parts of the structure, with
many necessary regulations for its future establishment: but, as he
found it was the Divine Will that this great work should be accom-
plished by his son Solomon, he requested them to assist in so laudable
an undertaking. .

King David died soon after, in the 70th year of his age, after hav-
ing reigned seven years in Hebron over the house of Judah, and
thirty-three over all the tribes.

Upon the death of David, and the succession of Solomon to the
throne, the affection Hiram had ever maintained for the father,
prompted him to send a congratulatory embassy to the son, expres-
sing his joy to find the regality continued in the family.

When these ambassadors returned, Solomon embraced the occasion;
and wrote a letter to Hiram in these terms:

« King Solomon to King Hiram greeting.

« BE it known unto thee, O King, that my father David had it a
long time in his mind to erect a temple to the Lord; but being per-
petually in war, and under a necessity of clearing his hands of his
enemies, and make them all his tributaries, before he could attend to
this great and holy work ; he hath left it to me in time of peace, both
to begin and finish it, according to the direction, as well as the pre-
diction, of Almighty God. Blessed be his great name for the pre-
sent tranquillity of my dominions ! And, by his gracious assistance,
I shall now dedicate the best improvements of this liberty and leisure
to his honour and worship. Wherefore I make it my request, that
you will let some of your people go along with some servants of mine
to Mount Lebanon, to assist them in cutting down materials toward
this building ; for the Sidonians understand it much better than we do.
As for the workmens’ reward, or wages, whatever you think rea-
sonable shall be punctually paid them.” i ’

Hiram was highly pleased with this letter, and returned the following
answer :

« King Hiram to King Solomon. .

¢« NOTHING could have been more welcome to me, than to un-
derstand that the ‘government of your blessed father is devolved, by
God's providence, into the hands of so excellent, so wise, and so
virtuous a successor : his holy name be praised for it. That which
you write for, shall be done with all care and good-will: for I will
give order to cut down and export such quantities of the fairest cedars
and cypress trees as you shall have occasion for: my people shall
bring them to the sea-side for you, and from thence ship them away

D2
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to what port you please, where they may- lie ready for your own
men to transport them to Jerusalem. It would be a great obligation,
after all this, to allow us such a provision of corn in exchange, as
may stand with your convenience; for that is the commodity we
islanders want most.”

Solomon, to testify his great satisfaction from this answer of the
Tyrian king, and in return for his generous offers, ordered him a
yearly present of 20,000 measures of wheat, and 20,coo measures of
fine oil for his household ; besides a like quantity of barley, wheat,
wine and oil, which he engaged to give Hiram’s masons, who were
to be employed in the intended work of the temple. Hiram was to
send the cedars, fir, and other woods, upon floats to Joppa, to be
delivered to whom Solomon should direct, in order to be carried to
Jerusalem. He sent him alsoa man of his own name, a Tyrian by
birth, but of Israelitish descent, who was-a second Bezaleel, and ho-
noured by his king with the title of Father: in 2z Chron. ii. 13. he is
called Hiram Abbif, the most accomplished designer and operator
upon earth ¥ ; whose abilities were not confined to building only, but
extended to all kinds of work, whether in gold, silver, brass, or iron ;
whether in linen, tapestry, or embroidery ; whether considered as an

* In2 Chron. ii. 13. Hiram, King of Tyre (called there Huram) in his letter
to King Solomon, says, I bave sent a cunning man, el Huram Abbi; which is not
fo be translated, like the Vulgate Greek and Latin, Huram my father; for his de=
scription, verse 14, refutes it; and the words import only Huram of my fatber's, ox
the Chief Master-Mason of my father Abibalus. Yet some think that King Hi-
yam might call the architect Hiram his father, as leayned and wise men were wont
to be called by royal patrons in old times; thus Joseph was called abrech, or the
king’s father; and this same Hiram the architect is called Solomon’s father,
2.Chron. iv, 16, )

o Gnasab Thuram Abbif la Melech Shelomob.
Did Hiram bis fatber make 8o King Solomon.

But the difficulty is over-at once by allowing the word Abbif to be the surname of
Hiram the artist, called above Hiram Abbi, and here called Huram Abbif, as in
the Lodge he is called Hiram Abbif, to distinguish him from King Hiram: for
this reading makes the sense plain and complete; viz. that Hiram, King of Tyre,
sent to King Solomon the cunning workman Hiram Abbif.

He s described in two places, 1 Kings VIIL. 13, 14, 15. and 2 Chron. ii. 13, 14.
in the first he is called @ widow’s son of the tribe of Napbtali, and in the other he is
called the son of a woman of the daugbters of Dan ; but in both, that his father was a
man of Tyre : that is, she was of the daughters of the city of Dan, in the tribe of
Waphtali, and is called a widow of Napbtali, as her husband was a Naphtalite; for
he is not called a Tyrian by descent, but a man of Tyre by habitation, as Obed
Edom the Leviteis called a Gittite, and the apostle Paul a man of Tarsus.

But though Hiram Abbif had been a Tyrian by blood, thatderogates not from
his vast capacity ; for Tyrians now were the best artificers, by the encouragement
of King Hiram : and those texts testify that God had endued this Hiram Abbif
with wisdom, understanding, and mechanical cunning to perform every thing
that Solomon required; notonly in building the temple with all its costly magni-
ficence, but also in founding, fashioning, and framing all the holy utensils thereof,
and to find out every device that shall be put to him! And the scripture assures us,
that he fully maintained his character in far larger works than those of Aholiab
#pd Bezaleel ; for which he will be honoured in Lodges till the end of time,
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architect, statuary, founder, or designer, he equally excelled. From
his designs, and under his directions, all the rich and splendid fur-
niture of the temple, and its several appendages, were begun, car-
ried on, and finished. Solomon appointed him, in his absence, to
fill the chair, as Deputy Grand Master; and in his presence to offi-
ciate as Senior Grand Warden, Master of the work, and General
Overseer of all artists, as well those whom David had formerly pro-
cured from Tyre and Sidon, as those Hiram should now send.
- Dius, the historian, tells us, thatthe love of wisdom was the chief
inducement to that tenderness of friendship betwixt Hiram and Solo-
mon ; that they interchanged difficult and mysterious questions, and
points of art, to be solved according to true reason and nature. Me-
nander of Ephesus, who translated the Tyrian annals out of the Phi-
listine tongue, into Greek, also relates, that when any of these pro~
positions proved too hard for those wise and learned princes, Abdey~
monus, or Abdomenus, the Tyrian, called, in the old constitu~
tions, Amon, or Hiram Abbif, answered every device that was put to
bim, 2z Chron. ii. 14; and even challenged Solomon, though the
wisest prince on earth, with the subtilty of the questions he proposed.
To carry on this stupendous work with greater ease and speed,
Solomon caused all the craftsmen, as well natives as foreigners, to be
numbered, and classed as follows, viz.

1. Harodim, princes, rulers, or provosts, in number 300
2. Menatzchim, overseers and comforters of the people 00
in working, who were expert master masons 33

3. Gbiblim, stone-squarers, polishers and sculptors ; and
Isb Cbotzeb, men of hewing; and Benai, setters,

layers, or builders, being able and ingenious fellow- 80,000
crafts
4. The levy out of Israel, appointed to work in Leba-
non one month in three, 10,0co every month, under, 30,000
el

the direction of noble Adonpiram, who was the Junior

Grand Warden
All the Freemasons employed in the work of the tem- } —_—

ple, exclusive of the two Grand Wardens, were 113,600

Besides the Isb Sabbal, or men of burthen, the remains of the old
Canaanites, amounting to 70,aqQ, who are not numbered among
Masons, -

Solomon distributed the fellow-crafts into separate Lodges, with a
Master and Wardens in each * ; that they might receive commands in
a regular manner, might take care of their tools and jewels, might
be regularly paid every week, and be duly fed and cloathed, &v. and
the fellow-crafts took care of their succession by educating entered
apprentices. Thus a solid foundation was laid of perfect harmony
among the brotherhood; the Lodge was strongly cemented with love
and friendship; every brother was duly taught secrecy and prudence,

¥ According to the traditions of old Masens, _who talk much of these things,
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morality and good fellowship; each knew his peculiar business, and
the grand design was vigorously pursued at a prodigious expence.

Wheri the workmen were all duly marshalled, Solomon, who had
been still adding immense quantities of gold, silver, precious stones,
and other rich materials to those which David had laid up before his
death ; put them into proper hands, to be wrought into an infinite va-
riety of ornaments. ‘The vast number of hands employed, and the
diligen¢e, skill, and dexterity of the master of the work, the over-
seers and fellow-crafts, were such, that he was able to level the foot-
stone of this vast structure in the fourth year of his reign, the third
after the death of David, and the 48oth after the children of Israel

assed the Red Sea. This magnificent work was begun-in Mount
idoriah, on Monday the second day of the month Zif, which answers
to the twenty-first of our April, being the second month of the sa-
cred year; and was carried on with such speed, that it was finished
in all its parts in little more than seven years, which happened on the
eighth day of the month Bu/, which answers to the twenty-third of our
October, being the seventh month of the sacred year, and the ele-
venth of King Solomon. What is still more astonishing, is, that every
piece of it, whether timber, stone, ormetal, was brought ready cut,
framed and polished to Jerusalem; so that no other tools were wanted,
.or heard, than what were necessary to join thé several parts together.
All the noise of axe, hammer, and saw, was confined to Lebanon,
the quarries and phains of Zeredathah, that nothing might be heard
among the Masons of Sion, save harmony and peace.

The length of the temple, or holy place, from wall to wall, was
sixty cubits of the sacred measure; the breadth twenty cubits, orone
third of its length; and the height thirty cubits to the upper cieling,
distinct from the porch: so that the temple was twice as long and
large every way as the tabernacle. The porch was 120 cubits high;
its length twenty; and breadth ten cubits. The symmetry of the
three dimensions in the temple is very remarkable ; and the harmony
of proportions is as pleasing to the eye, as harmony in music is to
the ear. The oracle, or most holy place, was a perfect cube of
twenty cubits, thereby figuratively displaying the peifection of hap-
piness: for Aristotle says, * That he who bears the shocks of fortune
valiantly, and demeans himself uprightly, is truly good, and of a
square posture witbout reproof.” Beside, as the square figure is the
most firm in building, so this dimension of the oracle was to denote
the constancy, duration, and perpetuity of heaven. The wall of the
outer court, or that of the Gentiles, was 7,700 feet in compass; and
all the courts and apartments would contain 300,000  people: the
whole was adorned with 1,453 columns of Parian marble, twisted,
sculptured and voluted ; with 2,906 pilasters, decorated with magni-~
ficent capitals; and about double that number of windows; beside
the beauties of the pavement. The oracle and sanctuary were lined
with massy gold, adorned with sculpture, and studded with dia-
monds, and other kinds of precious stones, ,
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_ No structure was ever to be compared with this temple, for its cor+
vect proportions and beautiful dimensions, from the magnificent por.
tico on the east, to the awful sancfum sanctorum on the west; with
the numerous apartments for the kings, princes, sanhedrim, priests,
Levites, and people of Israel, beside an outer court for the Gentiles ;
it being an house of prayer for all nations. The prospect of it highly
transcended all that we are capable to imagine, and has ever been
esteemed the finest piece of masonry upon earth, before or since *.

(To be continued. ) '

R ———

THE FREEMASON.

No. VII
The glory, jest, and riddle of the world. Pors.

T is to be sincerely regretted that England swarms with so many
puppies ; but puppyism, though condemned by every honest
writer, seems now the prevalent folly of the times.

There are various kinds of puppies, viz. puppy-lovers—puppy
macaronies—puppy Sspeakers—puppy preachers—puppy critics—
puppyconnoisseurs—puppyiutriguers-épuppyfrien Is—puppy poets
——puppy actors—cum multis aliis. There are puppies of every size,
¢omplexion, stature, and denomination.

. The puppy lovers are too generally cherished by the ladies, who think
them innocent animals, and treat them like their lap-dogs—but not
quite so innocent are these creatures as may be supposed; though
harmless in themselves, they bite like vipers—

¢¢ They talk of beauties which they never knew,

¢¢ And fancy raptures which they, never felt.”” .

Truly they exceed this—for they have frequently robbed the vir-
tuous of their character, and been sly abusers of many a fair one’s re-
putation.

Puppy macaronies are such professed admirers of themselves that
they pay all their adoration to the looking glass—their sweet persons,
let them be ever so ugly, are their chief delight—they think of no-
thing else. Their origin we must not trace ; as, commonly, a hair-
dresser was their father, or by means of a dancing-master they
bopped into the world.

* Among the variety of valuable articles in the cabinet of curiosities at Dres-
den, is a model of the temple of Solomon cut in cedar, according to its description
in the Old Testament and other ancient authorities; which cost 12,c00 crowns.
Itrepresents the ark, the sanctum sancterum, the sacrifices, and all other rights of
the Mosaic law. Hazgway's Travels, 1753,
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Puppy speakers are very numerous, especially at the bar, where they
speak in such a fine manner as to abbreviate not only words but sen-
tences, One hand is kept in constant action for the sake of display-
ing the adorned little finger, while the other is generally employed
in settling the muslin cravat, or displaying the frill of the shirt.—
As to their arguments, they are of such a trifling puerile nature as to
create continual laughter: this, instead of dismaying, encourages the
speaker, who begins to imagine himself a wit. %lence puppy wits
originate ; a set of unmeaning coxcombs who prefer sound to sense.

Puppy preachers are those fine reverends who, like puppy speakers,
affect a nice pronunciation, bordering upon a lisp. - Those divine
puppies are known by the stroking of a white hand, and admiring it
with a ring in the middle of a sermon—a bag-front dressed head of
hair—a simpering ogle—and a circling gaze for admiration, parti-
cularly from the ladies. o

Puppy critics are exceedingly numerous—they are at the theatres
every first night of a new play, and generally agree among them-
selves whether the author shall be damned or not. 1f they are pre-
viously determined that the play shall be done over, according to
their phrase, not all the merits of character, incident, or moral, can
protect it. Many a good drama has thus been sacrificed to the wanton
fury of those tyrannic critics, whose puppyism, in this instance, is
very detrimental to the republic of letters. Sometimes they are exn-
gaged to support a play, which they do with equal violence, though it
be devoid of any merit to recommend it. These puppies are very
consequential beings, and in their own opinions exceedingly sensible.

Puppy connoisseurs are pretty much the same with the preceding,
only that they are not, like the puppy critics, confined to literary
matters ; these pretending to give a decisive judgment on every
thing-—medals, pictures, &c. ‘

" Puppy intriguers are a considerable nuisance to the metropolis, con-
tinually dangling after every beauty they hear of with all the freedomr
of a favoured lover. These non-gentlemen are frequently the ser-
vants or jackalls of some greater animals, by whom they are employed
for the sake of providing dainty mistresses; their proper name' is

imp. '
? -I?uppy friends, alias flatterers, alias sycopbants, alias toad-eaters, alias
scoundrels, are the followers of all the great, the credulous, and the
vain. These contemptible puppies are exceedingly servile and at-
tentive for their own private ends. Adulation is their study, dissi-

- mulation is their glory; they can cringe and fawn like a spaniel, agd
lie and cheat with the devil.

Puppy poets are very numerous, and I am sorry to remark the most
encouraged in the present age ; they pretend to write any thing, nay
even tragedies and comedies, though grammar is shocked at their
diction, common sense offended with their sentiments, modesty put
to the blush with their wit, and nature kicked out of every act.
These poets first begin with acrostics—then aspire to riddles, conun-
drums, and anagrams—after which they venture upon sonnets—by
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degrees they creep on to hig!ier subjects. If they have not good
luck enough to mix with their fortunate brethren, they then turn
Duppy scribblers for the papers, abuse merit, rail at managers,

¢¢ And snarl, and bite, and play the dog.”’

Puppy actors aré all those private performers who are continually
murdering Otway, Rowe, &c. Sometimes they run away from
their parents or masters, commence heroes in the country, and strut
about great kings and emperors of a sorry barn, till “ hungry guts
and empty purse” induce them to return. But so great is the infa-
tuation of this puppyism, that, though it frequently exposes itself, it is
seldom or never'to be cured. :

There are puppies of every sort; it would therefore be a tedious
business for me to enumerate them. A puppy-physician is no ra-
rity—mark the preposterous large bag, a pedantic selection of medical
phrases, dogmatic precision, evasive replication, and all the et cztera
of a similar tendency. There are even puppy artists—puppy me-
chanics, pretending to what they do not understand—nay, we have
had self-spfficient puppies who pretended indeed that they understood
the whole arcana of Freemasonry, and have not only deceived them-
selves, but duped the public most egregiously. Their puppyism, '
however, soon became conspicuous, and it was not long before the
world was convinced that they were in utfer darkness.

——————————
' THE STAGE.
" BY JOHN TAYLOR, ESQ. -
Continued from Vol. IV. Page 382,

OW CrawrFoRrD comes, once partner of a name
With rapture sounded by enamour’d fame—
Melodious BARRY, whose seducing strain
Gould touch the sternest breast with tend’rest pain :
Still faithful mem’ry hears th’ entrancing flow
That sweetly warbled Romeo’s melting woe;
Beholds.e’en now his agonizing Lear,
And fondly drops the tribute of a tear..
The idol of the fair—the stage’s pride—
With his melliftuous notes the lover dy’d.
But let the muse restrain her wand’iing flight,
And Crawrorp’s worth impartially recite.
In-sudden bursts of animated grief,
Where the sharp anguish seems to scorn relief,
At once she rushes on the trembling heast,
And rivals Nature with resistless. art,
VoLV, ' I
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Thus when, with Randolpb’s keen maternal paim,
She listens wildly to the hoary swain,
Whose artless feelings tenderly relate
The wat’ry dangers of the infant’s fate—
 Was be alive 2 transpierces ev’ry soul—
From ev’ry eye the gushing plaudits roll.
But in the lengthen’d tale of plaintive woe,
Or declamation’s calm and equal flow,
Her native excellence but faintly gleams—
T oo rapid.now, and now too faint she seems.
In patient Shore she cramps her potent art, .
And seldom finds a passage to the heart :
But when Alicia’s phrensy she displays,
And her eyes, wild, on fancy’d spectres gaze,
A kindred horror tears the lab’ring mind,
And the whole breast is to her pow’r resign’d.
In parts of gentle anguish though she fails,
Yet where tumultuous energy prevails,
Where wrongs inflame, or madness storms the mind,
Superior skill we must not hope to find.
Should we confine to tragedy her praise,
The niggard eulogy would stain the lays,
Since in her comic parts she still must please,
‘With nature, spirit, elegance and ease.
But as her potent force we chiefly find
In scenes that fire and agonize the mind,
The tragic muse may boast the highest claim,
And in her train enroll her CraAwForp’s name,

‘With various requisites the stage to grace,
A striking figure and a marking %aece,

A mien commanding, spirited, and free,

See Pork * to fame assert a solid plea,

And fairly claim, in these declining days

Of scenic worth, the tributary praise.

Her pow’rs though strong, but rarely should aspire
Beyond the sphere of haughtiness and fire ; '
‘Where love appears without his gentle train,

And join’dwith pride, resentment and disdain.

Thus in Hermione her efforts show
A’bold conception of heroic woe ;

While various passions in her breast engage,
Hope with despair contending, love with rage,
She ably draws from passion’s geuuine source,
Expressing all with dignity and force.

¢ To be continued. )

* Mrs. Pors.
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THE MURDERER OF CHARLES 1.

ASCERTAINED.
From <€ Anecdotes of Distinguisbed Persons, €8c.” just published.
g Just p ]

ILLY, in the History of kis Life and Times, says, ¢ The next
Sunday after Charles the First was beheaded, Robert Spavin
secretary to Oliver Cromwell, invited himself to dine with me, an
brought Anthony Peirson, and several others, along with him to
dinner; and that the principal discourse at dinner was only, Who it
was that beheaded the King? One said, it was the common hang-
man; another, Hugh Peters ;. others also were nominated, but noné
concluded. Robert Spavin, so soon as dinner was done, took me by
the hand, and carried me to the south window. These are all
mistaken, saith he; they have not named the man that did the fact.
It was L1euTenaNT-CoLoNEL Jovce. I was in the room when he
fitted himse!f for the work, stood behind him when he did it, when
done went in again with him.—There is no man knows this but my
master Cromwell, Commissary Ireton, and mjself.—Doth not Mr,
Rushworth know it? quoth I. No; he did not know it said Spavin.
The same thing,” adds Lilly, “ Spavin since had often related unto
me when we were alone.” '

DISSERTATIONS ON -THE

POLITE ARTS. ,
No. II.

HAT is the function of arts? It is to transport those touches
which are in nature, and to present them in objects to which they
are not natural. It is thus that the statuary’s chizzel shows or pro-
duces a hero in a block of marble. The painter, by his light and
shade, makes visible objects seem to project from the canvas. The
musician, by artificial sounds, makes the tempest roar, whiist all is
quiet around us; and the poet too, by his invention, and by the
barmony of his verses, fills our minds with counterfeit images, and
~our hearts with fictitious sentiments, often more charming than if
they were true and natural. Whence I conclude, that arts are only
imitations, resemblances which are not really nature, but seem to be
so; and that thus the matter of the polite arts is not the true, but
only the probable. "This consequence is important enough to be ex-

plained and proved immediately by the application.
Painting is an imitation of visible objects. It has nothing that is
“real, nothing that is true, and its perfections depend oniy upon ity

resemblance to reality.
Music and dancing may very well regulate the tones and gestures
of an orator in his pulpit, or of a citizen who tells a story in conver-
' Fa
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sation ;- but it is net properly in those respects that tiaey are called
arts. ‘They may also wander, 6ne into little caprices, where the
sounds break upon one another with design ; the other into leaps and
fantastic capers: but neither the one nor the other are then in their
just bounds. To be what they ought to be, they must return to imi-
tation, and become the artificial portrait of the human passions. -

Fiction, finally, is the very life and soul of poetry. In this art t
wolf bears all the characters of man powerful and unjust; the lamb
those of innocence oppressed. Pastoral offers us poetical shepherds,
which are mere resemblances or images. Comedy draws the picture
of an ideal miser, on wham all the characters of real avarice are
bestowed. :

Tragedy is not properly poetry but in that which it feigns by imi-
tation. Ceesar has had a quarrel with Pompey, this is not poetry,
but history. But if actions, discourses, intrigues, are invented, all
after the ideas which history gives us of the characters and fortune of
Casar and Pompey, this 1s what may be called poetry, because it is
the work of genius and art.

The epic, too, is only a recital of probable actions, represented
with all the characters of “existence. Juno and neas neither said
nor did what Virgil attributes to them; but they might have said or
done it, and that is enough for poetry. It is one perpetual fiction,
graced with all the characters of truth.

Thus every art, in all that is truly artificial in it, is only an ima-

inary thing, a feigned being, copied and imitated from true ones.

t is for this reason that art is always put in opposition to nature ;
that we hear it every where said, -that we must imitate nature ; that
art is perfect when she is well represented; and, in short, that all -
master-pieces of art are those where nature is so well imitated that
they seem nature herself.

And this imitation, for which we have all so natural a dispositiop
(since it is example which instructs and governs mankind, vivimus
ad exempla), is one of the principal springs of that pleasure which
we derive from arts., The mind exercises itself in comparing the
model with the picture; and the judgment it gives is so much the
more agreeable, asit is a proof of its own knowledge and penetration.’

Genius and taste have so intimate.a connection in arts, that there
are cases where they cannot be united without seeming. 10 -confound
one another, nor separated without almost taking away their func-
tions. :This is the case here, where it is impossible to say what a
genius ought to do in imitating nature, without supposing taste to be
his guide. ‘

Aristotle compares poetry with history ; their difference, according
to him, is not in the form, or stile, but in the very nature of the
things. But how so? History only paints what bas happened, poetry
what migbt have happened. One is tied down to truth, it creates
neither actions nor actors. The other regards nothing but the pro-
bable; it invents; it designs at its own pleasure, and paints only
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€rom the brain. History gives examples, such as they are, often im-
perfect. The poet gives them such as they ought to be. And it is
for this reason, according to the same philosopher, that poetry is a
much more instructive lesson than history. i xas GsoroPdrepos, xas
axudalrspor wonag ioTopas o, Poet. cap. g.

Upon this principle we must conclude, that if arts are imitations
of nature, they ought to be bright and lively imitations, that do not
copy her servilely, but having chosen objects, represents them with

.all the perfections they are capable of; always taking care, that in
such compositions the parts have a proper relation to one another;
otherwise the whole may be absurd, while every single part taken se-
parately remains beautiful : in a word, imitations where nature is
seen, not such as she really is, but such as she may be, and such as
may: be conceived in the mind.

What did Zeuxis when about to paint a perfect beauty ?> Did he
draw the picture of any particular fine woman? No; he collected
the separate features of several beauties who were at that time living.
Then he formed in his mind an idea that resulted from all these fea-
tures united ; and this idea was the prototype or model of his picture,
which was probable and poetical in the whole, and was true and his-
torical only in the parts taken separately. And this is what every
painter  does, when he represents the persons he paints with more
beauty and grace than they really have. Thisis an example given
to all.artists : this is the road they ought.to take, and it is the prac-
tice of every great master without exception.

When Moltere wanted to paint a man-hater, he did not search for
3n original, of which his character should be an exact copy ; had he
30 done he had made but a picture, a history ; he had then instructed
but by halves : but he collected every mark, every stroke of a gloomy
temper, that he could observe amongst men. To this he added all
that the strength of his own genius could furnish him of the same
kind ; and from all these hints, well connected, and well laid out, he
drew a.single character, which was not the representation of the true,
but of the probable. His comedy was not the history of Alcestes,
but his picture of Alcestes was the history of man-hatred taken in
general.” And hence he has given much better instruction than a
scrgpulous historian could possibly have done by only relating some
strictly: true strokes of a real misanthrope. :

It was a saying among the ancients, that Sucb a thing is beautiful as
a statse.. And it is in the same sense that Juvenal, to express all
the possible horrors of a tempest, calls it a poetical tempest. :

Omnia fiunt
Talla, tim graviter, si guando Poética surgit
Tempestas. . SAT. 12.

"These exarnples are sufficient to give a clear and distinct idea of
what we call beautiful nature. It is not the truth that does exist,
but that truth which may exist, beautiful truth; which is represented
as if it-really- existed, and with all the pesfections it can receive.
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The quality of the objeet mikes no difference. Let it be a Hydra or
a miser, an bypocrite or a Nero, if they are well drawn, and repre-
sented with all the fine touches that belong to them, we still say,
that beautiful ngture is there painted. It matters not whether it be
the Furies or the Graces.

This does not, however, prevent truth and reality being made
use of by the Polite Arts. It is thus that the Muses express them~

selves in Hesiod :
13p5v Vévdew worra At"ym E'my.s{a'u 'o[.«fm,
Luer 3 W1, PDeadpy danda pudnsdolas.
€ *Tis ours to speak the truth in language plain,
¢¢ Or give the face of truth to what we feign.”

¥fan historical fact were found so well worked up as to be fit to serve
for a plan to a poem or a piece of "painting,: poetry and painting
too would immediately employ it as such, and would on the otlrer
hand make use of their privileges, in inventing circumstances,
eontrasts, situations, &c. When Le Brun painted the battles of
Alexander, he found in history the facts, the actors, and the scene
of action ; but, notwithstanding this, what noble invention! What a
glow of poetry in his work ! The dispositions, attitudes, expressions
of passions, all these remained for his own genius to create ; there art
built upon the basis of tiuth, and this truth ought to be so elegantly
mixt with the feigned, as to form one whole of the same nature.

Atque ifa mentitur, sic veris falsa remiscet,
Primo ne medium, medio ne discrepet imum.

The most fruitful minds, however, do not always feel the presence
of the Muses. Shakspeare, who was born a poet, fell into the most
shameful meannesses. Milton sometimes cools, he does not always

: ——————Soar
Above the Aonian mount.

" And not to speak of Statius, Claudian, and many more who have
experienced the returns of languor and feebleness, does not Horace:
say, that Homer himself sometimes slumbers, even in the midst of
kis gods and heroes ? There are then certain happy moments for
genii, when the soul, as if filled with fire divine, takes in all nature,
and spreads upon all objects that heavenly life which animates them,
those engaging strokes which warm and ravish us. .

This situation of the soul is called entbusiasm, a word which all the,
world understands, and which hardly any one. has defined. The:
ideas which most authors give of it, seem rather to come from an en-
raptured imagination, filled with enthusiasm itself, than from a head
that thinks and reflects coolly. At one time it is a celestial vision, a
divine-influence, a prophetic spirit; at another it is an intoxication,
an extasy, a joy mixt with trouble, and admiration in the presence of.
the divinity. Was it their design to elevate the polite arts by this
emphatical way of speaking, and to hide from the profane the mys-
teries of the Muses ? ’
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But let those who seek to enlighten their ideas, despise this alle-
goric pomp that blinds them. Let them consider enthusiasm as a
philosopher considers great men, without any regard to the vain shew -
that surrcunds them.

The spirit which ihspires excellent authors when they compose,
is like that which animates heroes in battle. i
' Sua cuique Deus fit dira Cupido.

In the one it is a boldness and a natural intrepidity, provoked by the
presence even of danger itself. In the others it is a great fund of
genius, a just and exquisite wit, a fruitful imagination ; and, above
all, a heart filled with noble fire, and which easily acts at the sight of
objects. These privileged souls receive strongly the impression of
those things they conceive, and never fail to reproduce them, adorned
with new beauty, force, and elegance.

This is the source and priuciple of enthusiasm. We may already
perceive what must be the effect with regard to the arts which imitate
nature. Let us call back the example of Zeuxis. Nature has in her.
treasures all those images of which the most beautiful imitations can
be composed : they are like sketches in the painters tablets. The
artist, who is essentially an observer, views them, takes them from
the heap, and assembles them. He composes from these a complete
whole, of which he conceives an idea that fills him, and is at the
same time both bright and lively. Presently his fire glows at the
sight of the object; he forgets himself; his soul passes into the things
he creates ; he is by turns Casar, Brutus, Macbeth, and Romeo. It
is in these transports that Homer sees the chariots and courses of the
Gods, that Virgil hears the dismal streams of Phlegyas in the infernal
shades; and that each of them discovers things which are nowhere
to be found, and which notwithstanding are true,

Poeta cum tabulas cepit sibi,
Quarit quod nusquam est geatium, repperit tamen,

It is for the same effect that this enthusiasm is necessary for painters
and musicians. They ought to forget their situation, and to fancy
themselves in the midst of those things they would represent. 1f
they would paint a battle, they transport themselves in the same
manner as the poet, into the middle of the fight : they hear the clash-
of arms, the groans of the dying; they see rage, havoc, and blood.
They rouse their own imaginations, till they find themselves moved,
distressed, frighted : then Deus ecce Deus. Let them write or paint,
it.is-a god that inspires them, .

Bella borrida bella,
Et Tybrim multo spumantem sanguine Cerna,

It is what Cicero calls, Mentis viribus excitari, divino spiritu afflari.
This is poetic rage ; this is enthusiasm ; this is the god that the poet
invokes in the epic, that inspires the hero in tragedy, that transforms
himself into the simple citizen in comedy, into the shepherd in pasto-
ral, that gives reason and speech to anitnals in the apologue or fable.
In short, the god that makes true painters, musicians, and pocts,

. ( To be continued.)
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TO THE -
EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS' MAGAZINE.

Sir,

HAVE read in Tavernier, or some other traveller, of an English

merchant who was cured of an inveterate gout by a severe basti-
ntado, prescribed by a Turkish Chiaus in his return to Constantinoplet
with the head of an unfortunate Bashaw. It was, doubtless, a severe
remedy, and not very easily administered ; but it proved so effectual,
that the patient never failed, during the remainder of his life, todrink-
every day to the health of his Mussulman physician. Though I
méver underwent such painful application, I myself have been cured
of a bad habit by a very unpalatable medicine; to use the phrase of
Shakspeare, a certain person gave me the bastinado with bis tongue.

You must know, 1 am a middle-aged man in good ciicumstances,
arising from the profits of a creditable profession, which I have exer-
cised for many years with equal industry and circumspection. At
the age of 26 1 married the daughter of an eminent apothecary, with
whom I received a comfortable addition to my fortune. The honey-
moon was scarce over, when we mutually found ourselves mis=
matched :. She had been educated in notions of pleasure; and I had
flattered myself that she would be contented with domestic enjoy-
ments, and place among that number the care of her family : for my
own part I had been used to relax myself in the evening from the
fatigues of the day, among a club of honest neighbours who had béen
long acquainted with one another. The conversation was sometimes
enlivened by quaint sallies and sly repartees ; but politics formed the
great topic by which our attention was attracted like the needle by
the pole ; on this subject I had the vanity to think I was looked upon
as a kind of oracle by the society. I had carefully perused the Uni-
versal History, together with the Political State of Europe, and pored
over maps until I knew, ad unguem, the situation of all the capital
cities in Christendom. This branch of learning was of great con-
sequence to the members of our club, who were generally so little
acquainted with geography, that I have known them mistake the
Danube for ariver of Asia, and Turin for the metropolis of Tuscany.
I acquired some reputation by describing the course of the Ohio in
the beginning of our American troubles ; and I filled the whole club
with astonishment by setting to rights one of the members who.
talked of crossing the sea to Scotland. During a suspension of
foreign intelligence, we sported i puns, conundrums, and merry
conceits ; we would venture to be inoffensively waggish in bantering
each other; we sometimes retailed extempore witticisms, which:
between friends we had studied through the day; and we indulged
one or two senior members in their propensity to record the ad-
ventures of their youth. In a word, we constituted one of the most
peaceful and best affected communities in this great metropolis,
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But the comforts of this and dll other club conversation were in‘a
little time destroyed by a stranger whom one of the members intro-
duced into our society ; he was a speculative physician, who had
made his fortune by marrying a°wealthy widow, now happily in ber
grave. The essence of all the disputants, gossips, and attornies of
three centuries seemed to eater into the composition of this sen of
JEsculapius; - his tongue . rode’ at full gallop like a country man-
midwife ; his voice was loud, flat, and monotonous, like the clack of
a mill, or.rather like the sound produced by a couple.of flails on a
barn floor ; our ears were thréshed most unmercifully ; we supposed
he was.an adept in all the arts depending pon medicine, and a politi-
cian of course by the courtesy.of England ; .but all subjects were alike
to this.universalist, from the most sublime metaphysics to the mystery
of pigsmaking : he disputed with every:one of us on our several pro~
fessions, - and-silenced us all in our turns; not that he was master of
every theme. on which Qe: pretended to expatiate; on the contrary,
we soon discoyered him .to.be superficial and misinformed in divers
articles, .and attempted. to.refute what he had advanced by breaking
out into divers expressions of dissent, such as ¢ But, pray, sir’—¢.1
beg your pardon, sir'=* Give me leave, sir'—* I will venture to say
Youaremisiuformed in that particular ;' and other civil cheeks of the
same:nature; but they had. no effect upon this hard-mouthed courses,
exceph that of stimulating him .to proceed with redoubled velogity -
He seemed both deaf and blind to the remonstrances and chagria
of thé compahy ; but deshed through thick and thin as if he bad uit~
destaken: to harangue by .ineh. of candle.. We were so. ovethorne
by tekide of his loquacity, that we sat for three successive evenings
half i petzified with astonishment and vexation. :Sometimes we were
cheered with a glimpse of"-hope: that this/torrent would soori exhayst
itselfy bat, alas ! we found him a perennial saurce of noise and dige
putation. :I could not:help.repaating withcHorace, .,  ..~: .

« "V wRpsticus expectat dom defluat amnis: atille ¢ 170 L
+ v eehe s Labitur et labetur in omne volubilis ZAvum,” ey
’x‘he' most provoking, gircumstance of  this nuisance was, that hs':
did not speak. ejthey fomthe entertainment or information of the
company ;. he, had no other view but that, of displaying his own su-
periority in pglpt,of understanding ; his aim was to puzzle, to peiplex,
and to tijumph ; and, by way of manifesting his wit, he extracted
a wretched quibble from every hint, motion, or gesticulation of the
* society. Overhearing one of the members summing up "the rec-
koning, he denied that five and three made eight, and undeitook to
grove the coutrary by mathematical demonstration. When I called
or a bow! of punch he affirmed there was no such thing in nature ;
that bowls were made of porcelain, earthen-ware, wood or metals ;
but they could not be made of punch which was a liquid, ergo, I
had confounded the majus with the minus; for, omne majus in se con-
" Uinet minus,. " An honest gentleman who sat by the fire having
Vo V,” ' = - F o
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burned ‘his fingers with a hot poker, the doctar ‘assured him that
-the accident was altogether an illusion; that fire did not burn, and
‘that he could not feel pain, which was not a substance but a mode ;
~ergo, not cognizable by the sense of touching. .
As we were naturally quiet and pacific, and, in truth, over-awed by

the enormous size of his pugilistic member, as well as by his profound
skill in the art of man-slaying, which he did not fail to promuylgate, we
patiently submitted to the scourge of his impertinence,  praying
heartily that he might succeed so far in his profession as to-become a
-practising doctor. Sometimes we enjoyed an intermission for half
an evening, congratulating ourselves upon the deliverance, aad b

‘to resume: our old channel of conversation, when all of a sudden he
‘would appear like the Gorgon’s head ; then every. countenance fell,
and every tongue was silent : his organ forthwith began to play, and
nothing was heard but his eternal clapper ; it was no discourse which
Aie uttered, but a kind of falkation (if I may be allowed the ex-
-pression) more dissonant and disagreeable than the glass alarm-bell
-of a'wooden clock, that should ring 24 hours without intermission.
{l’osupport ourselves under this perpetual anmoyance, we had recourse
to:an -extraordinary pint, and smoked a deuble propartion of to-
. bacco; but these expedients, instead of diminishieg, - sesved.anly to
increase the effect of his clamour. Our tempers were . gradually
soured ;5 we grew peevish to every body, but particularly sullen and
morode to:-the doctor, who far from perceiving the cause of our
disgust, ‘believed himself the object of our esteem ané -ndmiridon ;
he:was- too much engrossed by his own impertinence té observesthe
humeurs of other men. P o Pap

. Forthree long months did we bear this dreadful visitationy at
Jength'the oldest member, who was indeed the nest egg; died, and
the other individuals began to drop off. Nothingcould be more dis-
agreeable than the situation.4te which I was now rednoced.: 1. was en-
gaged in fatiguing business all day, out of humour. all the evening,
went home extremely ruffled, with the head-ach, heart-burn, and
hiccup, and ruminated till morning on my family discomforts. Up-
on recolledting all these circumstances, I pitied my own condition,
and my compassion was soon changed inf® conterapt. This roused
my pride and resolution ; I determined to turn over a new leaf, and
tecover the importance I had lost; I with great difficulty discon-
tinued my attendance at the club, and my absence contributed in a
great measure to its dissolution. The doctor was in a little time ob~
liged to harangue to empty chairs, and the landlord became a bank~
rupt. AR

' 1’)I‘hu:é was I delivered of the worst of plagues, an impertinent and
talkative companion. I have now bid adieu to clubs, and am grown
3 family man: I see myself beloved by my children, revered by my
servants, and respected by my neighbours. Ifind my expences con-
siderably lessened, my cecortomy improved, my fortune and credit
angmented; and in the fulness of my enjoyment, I cannot help
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drinking to the  healtli. of the loquacious doctor, whe is likely to
perform much more important cures with his tongue, than ever he
wrill be able to effect by his prescriptions.

If you think, Mr. Editor, that these hints may be serviceable to
others labouring under the distemper of which I am s, happily cured,
you may freely communicate them to the ‘public by the channel.of
your Magazine, which has been the source of much amusement to, '

Sir, your very humbile Servant,
MISOLAUS,

———————

HUMOUROUS ACCOUNT OF

A RELIGIOUS CEREMONY,
PERFORMED AT ROME.,

[From* A Ramble through Holland, France and Italy,” just publisbed.]

HAT to do with my shallow domestic, Abel, I know not—
: . the fellow hath been perverted by an Irish renegado, - and is
crossmg his forehead and beating his breast before every Virgin Ma-
ry he passes :~~if I take him to a church there is no getting him away ;
andyif I leaym him-at home I am obliged, when I return, to go to the
chusches to find him.
A the doly week is at hand, pilgrims are flocking in from all parts
of the glober :

-Previous to their partaking of the general pardon, it is required
that they shall have paid their adoration to the crucifix at the top of
the stair-case that was brought from Jerusalem ; and which is said to
be taken from Pontius Pilate’s house; being the same that our Sa-
viour frequently ascended to undergo examination, '

I have practised myself to look at the Catholic ceremonies with.
temper ; but this scene was so infinitely ridiculous, that, without any
evil intentions, 1 threw® whole body of pilgrims into the utmost
consternation. - ) :

The stair-case consists of eight-and-twenty marble steps ; each of
which may hold about ten people abreast, and at this season of the
year it is constantly crowded.—The Pope himself durst not moynt it
on his feét,~—~Upwards of two hundred pilgrims were at this instant-
ascending, to pay homageto the crucifix on their knees, and in this at-
titude moving on from step to step towards the top.. Figure to your-
self this group. They first appeared to me to be afflicted with the
hip gout—they moved like horses with the stringhalt. 1 could still
have born itall, had I not seen Abel grubbing on in the midst of them,
which made me burst into such a fit of laughter, that the holy ones
were thrown into such a scene of confusion as you have never wit-
nessed. Suddenly 1ecollecting the expence of plush breeches, I com-

ra '
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manded Abel to descend. Enthusiasm had deafened him to every

" worldly consideration ; and, what added to my chagrin was, that
the pilgrims had greatly the advantage of him, ten out of eleven being
sans culottes—so finding all remonstrance ineffectual, 1 waited to see
the conclusion of the ceremony.

The holy receptacle at the top contains a splendid crucifix, sur-
rounded by about a dozen portable saints, which are. shewn off by a
strong light in the back ground; and it has much the appearance of
a magic lantern.. As the pilgrims advance they batter their fore-
heads against the upper step, more or less according to their super-
stition, or the weight of sin that overwhelms them; and then, as the
same method of descent, being as I have informed you upon their
knees, might possibly be more rapid, they go off at the top through
two narrow passages or defiles that look like a couple of cracks in the

- wall; which, I suppose, are intended to answer the purposes of a
weighing machine, to ascertain how much they are. wasted by fasting
and praying. ' ‘ .

It was evident that they had not used. the same artificial means 7
of reducing themselves that a Newmarket jockey does, by wearing a
dozen flannel waistcoats at a time, for most of them were barely
covered with the remnant of a shirt—what fasting might have done
1 know. not, but am apt to give very little credit to the effect of their
prayers.—Indeed there was a more natural way of accountimg for
their leanness, as most of them had walked some hundreds of miles
previoys to. the ceremony; and we may discover a_cause for'the
strange attitude which they used on the occasion, by conjecturing,
that being leg-weary, they had recourse to their knees®®y Way of
a change. : - -

Thegse narrow passages did well enough for a ‘mortified taper
catholic (one or two of whom I have seen, towards the conclusion of
Lent, reduced to such a point that one might almost have threaded a
bodkin with them) but in nowise answered the purpose of your
portly well-fed protestant ; so. Abel, as was easy to foresee; stuck
fast in the middle—several of them endeavoured to pull him through,
till .at last he was so completely wedged in_that he could neither get
backwards nor forwards.—Finding him in #s situation, the pilgrims
were suddenly disaumed of sufficient strength to withstand the
temptations of their old pilfering system; so one ran away with
his hat, another clawed hold of his hair, and had very nearly scalped
him, supposing it to be a wig. In short, after a violent exertion,
Abel etfected his escape, and promised to .make no more religious
experiments for the present ; but'is persuaded that he' should never
“have got through, had it not been for the interference of the crucifix
and portable saints, : :
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"BASEM ; OR, THE BLACKSMITH.
AN ORIENTAL APOLOGUE.

( Concluded from Vol. IV. Page 392.)
e

Lo ADGI Basem,” said he, “this is the last time we ever shall’
. . have ap opportunity of importuning you; we leave Bagdat to-
mmoriow, but before we go we earnestly wish to know what happened
this day, and the cause of this extraordinary festivity ; and we here
swear never to ask you any more questions.”” Basem no sooner
beard this request, than fire darted from his eyes, his eyelids were
‘wide open, his throat swelled, and his pulses beat high. ¢ You con~
“temptible wretches,” said he, in a violent rage, ¢ you with your
barrel-belly and old bear’s whiskers, you, more than your compa-
nions, perpetually vex and perplex me. I shall presently get up and
strangle you, or cleave your skull.” Giafar in a suppliant tone re-
plied to this menace, * Believe us, Hadgi Basem, when we assure
you that we are fully sensible of your kindness and hospitality. We
are gow about to separate for ever, and ‘wish to speak well of you
in gur own country, and make others speak in your praise; to-
morrow at this time we shall be far distant from you and Bagdat.
Lt us—‘gMay you be accurst by Ullah!” exclaimed he; I have .
these twenty years led the life of a prince till I saw your vile
N vm have disturbed my peace and involved me in trouble.
1.bave been driven daily from trade to trade, from occupation to
occupation, all which proceeds from the influence of your evil eyes;
but I care not, for I am still Basem, and my provision is from God !
This very day,” continued he,  has happened to me strange ad-
ventures,. what never have happened before, nor ever will happen
hereafter to any mortal man.” T
I beseech you,” said Giafar, * by Ullah and the last day, that
you will acquaint us with these adventures.” ¢ Do you really desire
it?” « We do indedll,” replied Giafar. ¢ Then,” said Basem,
¢ under the protection of Ullah 1 will relate them to you; not to
afflict your hearts with sorrow at my misfortunes, but that you may
admire the strange vicissitudes of life. - Know then, my guests, that
1 rose this morning rather later than usual, and rejoicing in the
thoughts of being a messenger of. the law, I went to the mahkamy
and found the divan- aJready assembled.” He then faithfully related
to them what he had suffered there.- “ And after this disgrace, O my
guests,” continued he, “ 1 returned home hardly knowing where I
went, disgusted with Bagdat and even with life itself. This block-
head the Khalif and I, said I to myself, can never live in the same
place; so I resolved to leave Bagdat to him, and to seek my fortune
elsewhere. Here, where I am now so jovial, did I sit down over-
whelmed with affliction and despair; for I knew not whither to go,

4
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and had in my purse neither a new filse *, nor an old one. Inthis
miserable state I remained an hour, and then starting up to prepare
for my journey, I shaped a piece of palm tree, on which I used to
hang my clothes, 'into the form of a sword, and supplied it with an
old scabbard, which I luckily had lying by me : round the hilt of my
sword I wrapped a piece of wax cloth. T then added another shash to
my ordinary one, and also a piece of old labet +, in order to increase the
size of my turban, which. I carefully flattened, and puffed round the
edges. 1 cut the sleeves from my vest, before putting it on, girt my
waist with the belt of my sword, and put the large stuffed turbari on my
head. Inthis garb I left my house, and as I strutted along the street,
with an almond twig in my hand, the people took me for one of the
Khalif's bildars. 'When I got to the armorer’s bazar, I found two fel-
Jows fighting, and covered with blood ; the spectators were afraid to
interfere, but I soon separated them with my almond twig, and the
sheih of the bazar gave me five drachms to carry the culprits to the
palace of the Khalif to be punished. I accepted the money, as a
help to my intended journey, and marched off with my prisoners,
but let them escape by the way. However, being near the pa-
Tace, 1 entered the gates, and saw Giafar sitting in his chamber of
audience, who, by'Ullah, bears some resemblance in the face to you,
you barrel-belly’d fellow ; his belly is exactly like your’s. But what
a difference between him and you? He is respected by the Erieer
2l Moumaneen ; you are a paltry meddler in other people’s business ;
a guest who without invitation obtrudes himself where he is not wel-
come.” Basem concluded with a particular account of his receptiolt
at the shop of Mallem Otman the confectioner, and of the present he’
received from him. ' T

Basem’s story had been listened to with great attention, and really’
appeared singular to his hearers: “ I profess, Hadgi,” said Giafar,,
¢ ] agree with you in what you said, that the like of what has befallen
you to-day, was never experienced by man before.” ¢ Yes,” re-
plied Basem, “ and all this good which has happened, is in spite of
Haroon al Rasheed. When I left Mallem Otman,” continued he,
* I went to the bazar, and provided a double quantity of each article,
and lighted my lamps, as you see, nor can that pimp the Khalif shut
up my house, or by an ordinance abolish my enjoyment.” Having
said this with an air of exultation;, he filled a bumper, and gave thenr
a song ; after which he drank his wine, and eat some of his cabab,
with kRernels of pistachio nuts. He then filled his glass again, and
passing it three times round the candle, he sung a stanza of a drinking
song. ' On drinking his second glass, ¢ This,” said he, “in spite of the
Khalif! I have this day taken money and sweetmeats, I have eaten
fowls, and by Ullah I will die a bildar.” .

The Khalif was highly entertained by Basem’s manner of telling
his story, and laughed heartily at several passages.  This must be

* A small copper coin., ' } Felt,
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4 fortunate fellow,” said he to himself, ¢ but I must to-morrow con-
trive some means to mortify. and expose him.” It naw being near
midnight, the Khalif and his two attendants arose to take formal leave,
“ We beg your permission to retire,” said they. ¢ You are your
own masters,” replied Basem, without moving from his seat, * the
permission is with yourselves. God will afflict with adversity the
man who wishes you to visit him. May no good be decreed for
you!” The Mosul merchants could not help laughing at this paninﬁ
benediction, but walking down stairs, they let themselves out, an
shutting the street-door behind them, returned as usual to their apar¢-
ments in the palace. : :

Next morning soon after sun-rise, Basem, starting up from sleep,
“ A new day, new provision,” said he, ¢ by heaven, 1 will die a
bildar!”” He then dressed himself as the day before, combed his
beard, twisted his whiskers, and sallied forth, little expecting what
was to happen. On his arrival at the palace, he, without further
ceremony, placed himself among the ten bildars who were in daily
waiting, When the Khalif came into the divan, his eyes were em-
ployed to discover Basem among the bildars, and, disguised as he
was, he soon recognized him. Then calling Giafgr, who prostrated
himself before him, * Do you observe,” said he, # Giafar, our. friend
Basem yonder ? You shall soon see how I will perplex him.” The
chief of the bildars being called into the presence, after bowing
before the Khalif, stood silent. ¢ What is the number of your
corps 2" said the Khalif. ¢ In all thirty,” replied the bildar, ¢ tem
of whom attend three days at the palace, and at the expiration of that
time 'are’.relieved by other ten, so that there is always the same
number in’ waiting, by rotation.” ¢ I wish,” said the Khalif, « to
review those now present, and to examine each particulasly.” The
chief; lifting both his hands to his head, and bowing low as the ground,
in token of obedience, retired backwards ; then, turning towards the
door, exclaimed with a loud voice,  Bildacs! it is the pleasure of
the Emeer al Moumaneen, that all you preseat do now appear before
him.” The order was instantly obeyed, and Basem arranged him-
self with the others in the -divan, but not without being alarmed, and
saying to himself, “ Mercy on me! what can all this mean? Yester-
day was the inquisition and reckoning with the cady; to-day it is
with the Khalif in person; by Ullah, it will be the vinegar to
yesterday’s oil.”” The Khalif now asked the bildar who stoed
nearest, * What is your name ?”” ¢ Achmed, my lord,” replied he.
“ Whose son are you ¢’ ¢ The son of Abdaliah.” ¢ What allow-
ance do .you receive, Achmed?” ¢ Ten dinars a month, fifteen
pounds of mutton daily, and a suit of clothes once a year.” «Is
your appointment of late, or of old standing ?” 1 succeeded to my
father, who resigned in my favour; and I am well contented with
the honourable office.” * You ate-deserving of it,” said the Khalif.
Let the next in order advance.”

The next bildar, after prostrating himself before the Khalif, stood
prepared for intersogation, What is your name? the name of your .
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father ? and what your allowance?”” ¢ O Emeer al Moumaneen,"”
‘replied he, ¢ my name is Khalid, the son of Majed ; my grandfather’s
name Salem, the son -of Ranim. We have enjoyed the honourable
office since the time of Abbas. I receive twenty dinars, besides
mutton, flour, sugar, and pomegranates, in an established proportion.
1t is now many years that the family has lived comfortably on this al-
lowance, which has descended from father to son.” ¢ Do you also
" stand aside,” said the Khalif. ¢ Let another be called.”’

Whilst the Khalif was employed in examining the bildars, Basem,

as his turn drew nearer, became more and more alarmed. ¢ Good
"God ! ‘said he to himself, * one mischance is still worse than another :
till this day such a thing as this review was never heard of. - There
is no remedy or support but from God! By Ullah, this is ten times
a worse affair than that of the cady ! O black hour!” continued he,
in an apostrophe to himself. “ Why did you not leave Bagdat yes-
terday ? see the consequence of your change of resolution. Every
thing but good befalls you. The Khalif will presently demand of
‘you your name, your father’s name, and the amount of your allow-
ance. Should he insist on all this, what will you answer? If you
answer, my mame is Basem the blacksmith; will he not say, you
pimp of a spy, who made you .a bildar? You! who are you ? that
you should dare to pollute my palace, by mixing with my bildars!
Alas! there is no trust nor help but in God.” oo

The Khalif, who had all along observed Basem’s embarrassment;
with difficulty avoided discovering himself, and was repeatedly obliged
to put his handkerchief to his mouth to prevent laughing, or to turn
his head aside to avoid exposing himself. The last of the bildars
was now examined, and being arranged on the other side with his
companions, Basem remained alone, in trembling apprehension, his
eyes cast down, and confusion depicted in his countenanee.  The
Khalif, with the utmost difficulty restrained laughing when he or-
‘dered him to approach. The order was repeated three times, but
Basem, - as if insensible, remained fixed to the spot. The chief of
‘the bildars at length aroused him by a push on- the ribs, saying.
¢ You fellow, answer the Emeer al Moumaneen.” Basem starting,
as if from a dream, asked hastily, ¢ What’s the matter 2" ¢ What is
your name ?” said the Khalif. ¢ Meaning me, sir,” sajd Basem, ir
great perturbation. ¢ Yes, it is you I mean.” Basem then began
to advance, but his legs could hardly perform their office ; he made
one step forward and another backward, tiil he tottered near enough
to make his obeisance. His complexion was changed to yellow;,
his tongue, at other times so voluble and sharp, now trembled, and
he stood totally at a loss what answer he should make. He logked
‘down on the ground, and scratched where it did not itch.

The Khalif, perceiving how it was with- Baset, had great difficulty
to refrain from laughing aloud, and as he spoke to Basem was obliged
to turn sometimes aside, and to hold a handkerchief to his mouth,
“The Khalif then asked his name, his father’s name, his present-ap-
pointments, and by what means they were obtained. “ Is it to me, .
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you speak, Hadgi Khalif?”* replied Basem. The Khalif calmly an-
swered, ¢ Yes;” but Gi#far, who stood near his master, said to.
Easem, in an angry tone, * You shred of bildars, answer the Emeer
al Moumaneen speedily, and speak with more respect, or the sword
will soon be applied to your neck.” Basem’s confusion was now
complete ; his joints trembled, his face became still yellower”than
before, and his tongue faltered. ¢ Misfortune,” said he to himself,
“ will not leave me to visit some one else! By Ullah, O wretch that
thou art, every thing may happen to you, life excepted, for this is
the moment that must discover you, and the Khalif will infallibly
order your head to be struck off: God only remains, and in him is
my only hope.” After a pause, during which the Khalif had reco-
vered his gravity, “ And so,” said he, “ you are a bildar, the son of
a bildar ?** « Yes, yes, Hadgi Khalif,” hastily replied Basem, ¢ I am
a bildar, the son of a bildar, and my mother was a bildar before me."”
It was notin the power of the Khalif, nor of his vizir, nor of any of
those present, to refrain from laughing at this extravagant answer.
* You are then a bildar, the son of a bildar, and yourallowance is
twenty dinars, and five pounds of mutton ; and thisds ybur yearly
appointment?” ¢« O yes, yes, Emeer al Moumaneen,” replied
Basem, “ and may the decrees of God be your protection ! ¢ This
appointment, which descended from your grandfather and father,
you now enjoy. It is well; in the mean time do you select three
bildars, to accompany you to the dungeon of blood, and immediately
bring before me the four banditti, now confined there, who have
already confessed their guilt.” '

Here the vizir interposing, proposed that the waly (the governor
in whose custody the prisoners were) should be ordered to produce
them ; to which the Khalif gave his assent. In a very short while
the waly (governor) made his appearance, with the four criminals,
their arms pinioned, and their heads bare. They were banditti, who
not only had robbed on the highway, but had added murder to rob-
bery, in defiance of the laws of God. When brought before the
Khalif, he asked them, ¢ Whether they belonged to that gang which’
had been guilty of such atrocities ?”* They answered, “ We are, O
Emeer al Moumaneen, abandoned by God, and instigated by the-
devil ; we have been associates in their crimes ; but we now appear
in humility and repentance before the Emeer of the true believers.”
“ You are delinquents.of that kind,” said the Khalif, “ for whom
there is no remedy but the sword.”

He then ordered the three bildars selected by Basem, each to seize
one of the prisoners, to cut open his vest, and blindfold him, then to
unsheath the sword and wait for further orders. The three bildars,
first bending their bodies, replied, ** We are ready and obedient to .
God and you;” and each in order, seizing a criminal, placed him at
a distance on the ground, according to custom, sittin% on his knees
and hams, his arms pinioned, and his eyes covered. The bildar, with
his sword drawn, stocd a little behind the criminal, and said, ¢ Q
Emeer al Moumaneen, have I your leave to strike ?*

Vor. V, G
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While the three bildars, with each a criminal, stood thus arranged,
Basem stood lost in dreadful reflections. ¢ This crowns all!” said
he to himself, “ every new misfortune is more curst than its prior
sister. By Ullah! to escape from death is now impossible.” At
this iristant, the Khalif called to him, ¢ You there, are you not one
of my established bildars? Why do you not lead out your criminal,
as your companions have done?” Basem being now obliged to
obey, laid hands on the fourth prisoner, tied his hands behind, cut
open his vest, and tied a handkerchief over his eyes; then took his
stand behind him, but without moving his sword. I am lost,”
thought he, * how can I manage the sword? In a few minutes it
will be found to be a piece of a date tree: I shall be the public jest,

_ and lose my head by the Khalif’s order. In what a wretched scrape
am I involved ! He then took his sword from the belt, and grasp-
ing the hilt in his right hand, he rested the sword on the left arm,
The Khalif was highly diverted at this manceuvre ; but called out to
him, ¢ Yeu bildar, why do you not unsheath your sword, as your
comrades have done?” ¢ My lord,” replied Basem, * it is not
good that a naked sword should dazzle the.eyes of the Emeer al
Moumaneen.” The Khalif, seemingly acquiescing in this answer,
turned to the first bildar, and commanded him to strike ; when in a
moment the head was severed from the body. ¢ Well done, Ach-
med,” said the Khalif; and at the same time ordered him a present,
and an increase of salary. “ And do you, Otman,” speaking to the
second bildar, “ execute your criminal.” ¢ I am prepared and obe-
dient,” replied he; then raising his arm aloft, so as to expose his
armpit, he at one stroke made the head leap to some distance from
the shoulders. .

The Khalif, after commending his dexterity, ordered him the same
reward as the former. The third criminal was next decapitated, and
the executioner received the same commendation and gratuity that
his companions had done. The Khalif now turning to Basem,
“ You, my established bildar,” said he, ¢ cut off the head of your
criminal, as your comrades have done, and be entitled to the like
reward.” But Basem was lost in thought, or rather in a state of stua
pefaction, till Mesrour stepping up to him, and touching him on
the side, whispered in his ear, “ Auswer the Emeer al Moumaneen,
and obey his commands, or else your head shall instantly fly from
your shoulders, like those of the banditti.” Basem aroused from his
reverie, lifting up his head, said, * Yes, yes, Emeer al Moumaneen.”
¢ Strike off the head of your prisoner,” said the Khalif. “ Upon my
head and eyes be it,” replied Basem ; then drawing near the sur-
viving culprit, It is the Khalif's command,” said he, ¢ that your
head should be severed from your body. If you are prepared to
rronounce the confession of your faith, pronounce it, for this is the
ast hoyr that God has permitted you to breathe.” The culprit
distinctly recited the Moslem creed. ) :

~ While Basem bared his right arm to the elbow, and fiercely rolling
his eyes, walked thrice round the prisoner, desiring he might declaie

3
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his firm belief, that this was the ordinance of God, and the day ap-
pointed by providence for his leaving the world. ¢ If you are
thirsty,” added he, 1 will give you to drink ; if hungry, I will feed
you; and if innocent, say with aloud voice, I am an innocent man!”’
- The Khalif was very attentive to all that passed, and highly divérted
by Basem’s ingenuity. The criminal now exclaimed, in a loud voice,
¢ Jam an innocent man.” * You lie!” replied Basem, “ but I have
a secret, which I will not disclose but to the Khalif himself:” he then
approached, and kissing the ground, said, *“ O Emeer al Moumaneen, -
hear me only two words; 1 have along with me a treasure, which
has been long in our family. My grandfather inherited it from his
grandfather, and my father from his father; my mother inherited it
from my father, and from my mother it descended to me. It is this
sword,” laying it before the Khalif, ¢ which possesses a talisman.
The power of this talisman is most wonderful, O Hadgi Khalif;”
. continued he, ¢ if this man is innocent, the sword, when unsheathed,
will appear to be wood ; but if he is guilty, it will emit a flash of fire,
which will consume his neck as if it were a reed.” ¢ Let us have a
proof of this prodigy,” said the Khalif, ¢ strike the neck of the cri-
minal.” I am prepared and obedient,” replied Basem ; then re-
turning to the criminal, and placing himself in a posture to execute
the final order, “ Your permission, O Hadgi Khalif.” ¢ Smite the
neck of the criminal,” said the Khalif. Basem now unsheathed his
‘wooden sword, exclaiming, with'an air of triumph, ¢ Innocent, my
lord !’ to the admiration and diversion of all who were present in
the divan. :
When the laughter he had occasioned ceased, Basem addressing
the Khalif, « O Hadgi Khalif,” said he, ¢ this man was unjustly
condemned, let him be set free.” The Khalif, after having ordered
the criminal to be liberated, called the head bildar, and pointing to
Basem, ¢ Let that man,” said he, ¢ be immediately enrolled in your
corps, with the usual appointments.” He then gave directions, that
Basem should be completely equipped with a suit of clothes ; and he
made him a present of a hundred pieces of gold. The vizir and
Mesrour also made him presents in money ; so that Basem, the black-
smith, found himself at once a rich man. He soon became a compa-
‘nion of the Khalif in his"private hours of relaxation ; and rose in time
o theé station of chief of the Khalif”s bildars, - : .

IR ——

FRENCH VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY.

N the 28th of September 1791, Capt. Entrecasteaux sailed from
O Brest. The objects of his voyage were to search after Capt. La
Peyrouse, and to make a complete survey of the coast of New-Hol-
land, an island of 3000 leagues in cirqumference, which Capt. Cook
and La Peyrouse had not been agle fo describe, and the knowledge .

. 2
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of which was essentially necessary to geography. Heg had two barks,
La Recberche and L’ Esperance, of 16 guns and 110 men each; and
was provided with astronomers, naturalists, a gardener, a painter,
astronomical instruments, time-pieces, and, in- short, with whatever
could render the voyage useful to the sciences.

The barks touched at Teneriffe, from whence their advices were

dated the 13th of October 1791 ; and afterwards at the Cape of
Good Hope, where Bertrand, the astronomer, died by a fall.
. On the 16th of February 179z, they left the Cape, and visited
New Guinea, the country of the Arsacides, on the gth of July, and
New Ireland on the 17th. On the 6th of September, they returned
to Amboyna, one of the Philippine islands.

After a month’s stay at the island of Amboyna, Capt. d’Entrecas-
teaux sailed from thence on the r1th of October 1792, to run down
the coast of New Holland, beginning with the south-west part, the
one least known, and steering afterwards for the southern part. He’
was, however, constantly batfled by the easterly and south-easterly
winds, insomuch that this part of the enterprize failed.

On the 3d of December 1792, the barks reached thg Cape situated
at the south-east extremity of New Holland, running down the south-
ern coast till the 3d of Jannary. About two-thirds of this coast they
explored. .

I’)I‘he south-east winds, and the want of water, obliged them, on
the z20th of February, to stop at Cape Diernes, on the south-east ex-
tremity of that %mt island ; in this part of the southern coast, they met
with very fine harbours. At the end of three weeks they steered for
New Zealand, visiting the Friendly Islands, New Caledonia, So-
lomon’s Islands or the country of Arsacides, the side of Louisiana-
Bougainville had not seen, New Britanny, and the Admiralty Islands.

The whole of this navigation is extremely dangerous: for the dis-
- tance of 1200 leagues there are reefs of rocks almost as high as the
water's edge; anditis probable that La Peyrouse perished there; un-
fess,,indeed, he fell a victim to the tempest of the 3i1st of December
1788, in the Indian seas, as was thought at the time. The memorials
of this part of the voyage are of extreme importance to geographers.

D’Entrecasteaux died in the month of July 1793 ; his death was
preceded about two months by that of Capt. Fluon, commander of
‘L’Esperance. The second captain of La Recherche, d’Hesminy
d’Auribeau, of the Toulon department, assumed the command of the
expedition ; and in the month of August 1793, returned to Vegio,
one of the Molucca Islands. In September he reached Bouro, near
Ambeyna; and on the 23d of October anchored off Sourabaya in the
island of Java, the smallest of the three Dutch establishments there.

Here they became acquainted with the French revolution, which
excited divisions among the crews. On the 13th of February 1794,
d’Auribeau displayed the white flag, and delivered up the two vessels
to the Dutch, under whose protection he put himselt. He seized on
all the journals, charts, notes, and memorandums of the expedition,
and apprehended those of tHe’crews whose political sentiments did

* _
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not coincide with his.—The latter, however, afterwards obtained
permission from the governor of Batavia to proceed to the isle of

France, which they reached to the number of z8 persons, after a pag~ °

sage of 74 days, in the corvette le Leger, under the conduct of Capt.
Villaumez, then a Lieutenant of Mariue, attached to the merchans
service. . :

He contrived to save a journal, by distributing the leaves in tea-
canisters, and-which he has delivered to the Commission of Marine,
The governor of the Isle of France has sent to Java to claim the
French vessels, effects, and papers of this important voyage ; and we
have every reason to hope that he will not be unsucessful.

Out of 215 men, of whom the crews cousisted, 36 died on this
difficult and interesting voyage. Ventenat died at the Isle of France;
and Pierson, the astronomer, at Java,

Riche, the naturalist, remained at Java, as did also Labillardiere,
whe-is with the Dutch governor of Samarang. Lahaye, the
dener, remains to look after the bread-fruit trees brought from the
Friendly Islands for the Isle of Erance. .Piron, the painter, is with
the governor of Sourabaya. And Deschamps is the orly naturalist
- who continued with d’ Auribeau.

This account came from Capt. Villaumez, who is now at Brest.

FEMALE CHARACTERS.
THE DOMESTIC AND THE'GADDER.

Qui capit ille facit,

- THE DOMESTIC,

. S never without employment,
and her time passes so cheer-
fully as always to appear short,

. Is always found at home when
she js wanted.

" Shortens her nights and length-
ens her days,

" Is anxious that matters go on
well at home.

Is ready at an hour’s warning

to receive her own or her hus- -

band’s company.

THE GADDER

Can fix herself at no employ-
ment, and her time passes s0 un-
comfortably as to be always te-
dious.

“Is too often abroad where she

is.not wanted, and not to be -

found at home when her pre-
sence is most necessary. ‘

Shortens her days by length-
ening her nights, and this both
literally and metaphorically,

Desires to know how every
thing goes on abroad,

Has the fatigue of some days
to undergo before she can « set
things to rights.” - -~ -~ .

\
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By attending to al] the duties
and necessary business of the
house, is always cheerful.

Sees every thing with her own

. eyes, and hears with her own
ears. :

Is cool, deliberate, collected,
and leisurely.

Is happiest in the small circle.

of a comfortable fireside.

Having done one thing, knows
what remains to be done next,

If she takes up a book for
amusement or instruction, it is
when she has performed -every
- mecessary duty.

The neighbours point at her,
and recommend her as a pattern
for. their daughters to follow.

Her children are cleanly, well-
bred, and engaging,

Her husband would be a mon-
$ter indeed if not happy at home,

Her character bids defiance to
the utmost efforts of calumny.
rom her you hear what she
and others tbink. ‘
“Has a source of satisfaction
. whatever sickness or misfortune
befalls her.
When she visits, it heightens
the pleasure of returning home,

Prevented by rain from an ex-
cursion, resumes her usual em-
ployments without the bitterness
of disappointment.

" *Thinks, foresees, and is pre-
pared for little disappointments,

THE FREEMASONS’ MAGAZINE,

By neglecting every thing is
always anxious and fretful,

Entrusts her eyes and ears to
her servants, and censequently
seldom hears or sees aright. -

Is eager, in a bustle, confused,
and perplexed.

Prefers the smoke and steam
of crowded assemblies and the--
atres. .

Thinks it impossible todoevery
thing, and therefore seldom at-
temfpts to do any thing. :

If she reads, it is (nine cases
out of ten) when she ought to be
doing something else. :

Her character is equally conspi-
cuous, but set up for a beacon. ,

Her children are slovenly, im-
bibe evil habits from the servants,
are disgustingly vulgar, or proud
ahd overbearing.

Her husband is soon alienated
from home, and becomes a rake,
or a tavern husband. .

Is perpetually creating surmi-
ses, and strengthening suspicions.

From her you learn only what
she and her company say.

Dreads nothing so much as the
slightest indisposition, which may
confine her to herself. ,

Returns from a visit, which she
would wish to last for ever, to a
home where all is desolate, com-
fortless, and confused. K

In a similar case is miserable,
and considers the shower which
replenishes the earth, and gives
bread to thousands, as a pro-
voking opposition to her will,
and an impertinent intrusion on
her pleasures. -

Feels the delay of the milliner
and mantua-maker as one of the -
heaviest mortifications,

]
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Equal in her temper, and warm
eonly in her family and friendly
attachinents,

With her you may live' upon
good terins if deserving.

Gay without affectation, lively
without levity, and grave without
melancholy.

Is ever content with her situa~
tion, and as it happens to become
better, it has no improper influ-
ence on her mind.

Is ceconomical without mean-
mess, polite without affectation,
and generous without ostenta-
tion. S

Her husband puts entire con-
fidence in her; and he finds the
burthen of an encreasing family
lessened by her prudent manage-
ment,

When she comes to die, has
-every consolation which can alle-
viate the horrors of that awful pe-
riod,

47

Is always ¢ in the céllar or in
the garret,” too low or too high ;
and her attachments have the im-
prudent zeal of blind enthusiasm,
from which they pass by an easy
transition into the coldness of
pride, or the wickedness of ha-
tred.

Of her friendship you are never
certain, whether you deserve it
or not.

Volatile, rompish, and grave or
gay, without knowing why or
wherefore. :

Is envious of riches, and an
imitator (however clumsily) of
the manners of high life.

Is extravagant without being
genteel, artificially polite, and ge-
nerous by fits and starts, without
doing good.

Lives in a sort'of genteel hosti-
lity with her spouse, and finds it
necessary to deceive him in ac-
counting for the management of-
mouey-matters,

IN A WORD,

Anxious, confused, terrified,
and incapable of recollecting those
actions of life which bear reflec-
tion, is ready to cry out-—* Hast
thou found me, O mine enemy,”,

e ——

CHARACTER OF MEC@ENAS, ’
Favourite of the Emperor Avucustus, and Patron of VirciL, HoRack,
aud the other great Poets and literary Men of the Augustan Age.

MEC(ENAS was generally reputed more a man of letters than a
man of political talents; yet, what is extraordinary, there are
no pieces remaining that can with any certainty be attributed to him,
or that carry the stamp of his peculiar genius,

If his works are lost, his fame will however survive, as long as books

have any existence in the world. He had a sincere passion for all
sorts of polite learning, and honoured all men with his fiiendship and
an unaffected intimacy who excelled that way ; he did not only give
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them his heart, but his purse ; and these, on the other hand, gratefully
repaid the benefits of a short life with immontality. '
. As Augustus, by his mighty talent for government, seemed destined
to be emperor of the world, so did Meccenas seem ordained to be his
minister, or rather a wise and happy favourite, who did not so much
execate his master’s will, but preside over it by the influence of the
;ou:(%est reason, tempered with the greatest complacency and good-
reeding. ‘ '

His ggreat and fruitful genius gave him, by way of advance, all that
knowledge which is generally collected from a long train of observa-:
tion, and a great diversity of events; and his generosity was so great
and diffudive, that he gilded an iron age, and rendered mmonarchy not
anly supportable, .but agreeable to a people passionately fond of li-
berty. He seldom asked favours but with a view to dispense them
to his master’s honour. All persons of merit were sure tasbe sharer’s
in his felicity ; and he was much more inclined to give ear to good
reports, than any sort of artful or envious insinuations.

He was so far from discouraging all address to him by a repulsive
look-or stiff behaviour, that with a cheerful and open countenance he
encouraged modest or distressed merit to approach him. As he had
ever the inclination to grant favours, so none departed djssatisfied

"~ who had the least reasan to expect them: but-with all this he did

ROt want resolution te give a denial——the impudent and the impor-
tunate did never obtain, from a vicious weakness, what was due to
virtue. In a word, he was the channel through which the riches of
the empire flowed to-the meanest; and he never thought money
better laid out than when he purchased for his master the affections.
of his people. ‘

The quickness of his parts gave him a great facility in the dispatch
of business; and although he was extremely assiduous, yet did he
never seem puzzled or perplexed, or more out of humour, than if he
were about some ordinary business. :

He passed with the same facility from his pleasures to affairs of
state, as from these to his pleasures; but his diversions were so re-
fined, and shared by so many persons of excellent wit and learning,
that he improved his mind even by his amusements. As he was in-
debted for his excellent qualities both of mind and heart to the bounty
of nature, amd not to the liberality of his prince, so could no change
ar revolution of state affairs, no violence, ravish them from the pos-
sessor. - . .
Treasures of another kind, when compared with these are of little

. value; they may procure hypocritical adorers, but never true friends.

In a word, a minister of this character seems to have treasured all his
ri_qhes in his soul; he has nothing to apprehend from abroad; and .
his pleasures are free and cxtensive as his thoughts, ‘
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PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS.
"HOUSE or LORDS, Juxt 5.

EARL Lauderdale rose, and madehis promised motion for a peace with France,

¢

which embraced all the objects of the war and our disasters, and went in
t to acknowledge the French Republi¢ ; ot which the House divided, Con»
tents .8, Non-contents §3.. Majority 45.

19. On the Bill for guaranteeing the loan of 4,600,000l to the Emperor being
read a third time, it was opposed by the Duke of Norfolk, who did not think
there was any chance of its being repaid, but that it would ltimately fall upof
the people of this countty. '

Earls of Guildford and Derby opposed the bill. Lord Hawkesbary and Vis-
tount Sydney supportedit. On a division there were, that the bill do pass, Con -
tents 60, Non-contents 12.

, 24. On_the Order of the Day for the second reading of the Bill for the Princé
of Wales’s estdblishment, Earl Cholmotideley (the Prince's Chamberlain ) rose,
and read from a paper which he held in his hand to the following effect: < I anz
authorised by his Royal Highness the Prince, to signify to your lordships his
acquiescence, on the present otcasion, in whatever the wisdom of Parliament
shall recommend.”” -

A long debate then ehsued, in which several topics of discussion appeared té
have been very prematurely brought forward; as several of the noble lords des
clared, that, though they objected to various parts of the bill, they should reserve
their opposition till the bill came into a committee, '

The Duke of Clarence, after detlaring as on a former occasion, that he had had
no intercourse with his Royal Brother on this subject, and that he should cer<
tainly vote for the bill, made several observations on those clauses which he con«
ceived bore 400 hard, at least, if they did not tarry reflections on the conduct of
the Prince. He apologised for the debts which had been incurred ag arising
fram a liberality and generosity of mind, which reflected no disgrace on his high
sittation. The Prince, he said, had understood, that on his marriage he wag
1o be totally and immediately exonerated from his debts, not by the tedious pro=
cess proposed by the present bill. When the largeness of the sum now called
for was talked of; the House might recollect the sums given to the King of Prussia
and the Emperor; and he believed his brother’s security to the English nation
wias as good as that of either of those monarchs. He objected to the wording of
. the bill, to restrain future princes, as a personal teflection on the present prince.
He alluded to the Regency Bill, and thought the same enmity to monarchy was
observable in the present proceeding. He again declared his opinion, that the
prince was entitled to the proceeds of his Duchy during his minority, and might
tecover them by law ; and concluded by saying he should, notwithstanding al}
these observations, support the main.principle of the Bill. o

Lord Grenville, in ashort speech, defended the principle of the Bill.

' The Duke of Bedford, Lord Lauderdgle, the Marquis of Buckingbam, and the Earl
of Gui/dford; all delivered their sentiments at considerable length on the bill.
They seemed to agree that the sum allowed for the Prince’s maintenance, was
not, even if unincumbered, too much to support his dignity. They attempted
1o throw the blame of the Prince’s debts upon ministry, either as having been en-
¢ouraged, or not at least properly restrained by them, or brought forward before
their having arrived at the present enormous amount. They also blamed them
for the indelicacy of degrading the Prince by the provisions now adopted. The
Marquis of Buckingham considered the recognition by Parliament of the debts
of the Crown, or Royal Family, as a dangerous innovation on the Constitu-
tion, and thought the bill bore too hard not only on his Highness, but on the
honest part of his creditors.

Vor. V, H



6 THE FREEMASORS” MAGAZINE,

The Duke of Clarence joined in the blame imputed to ministry, and declargdf
that the allowance of 50,000l in 1787 had been found too little to afford a suf-
ficiency for the Prince ; and had been the first cause of his involving himself ir¢
sembarrassments. He charged them also with deceit as to the message obtaine
from the Prince upon otcasion of the former application.

Lord Grenville defended Ministry against the charge of improper conduct to-
wards the Prince. Had they interfered uncalled upon in the affairs of the Prince,
it would have been indelicate, He professed the sincerest veneration and affec-
tion for the monarchy and the Royal. Family ; and said he did not doubt that
however ministry might have acted, blame would certainly have been imputed to
them.

The Earl of Muira entered very inuch at length into a discussion of the prin-
ciples of the bill, which he considered as too confined, and in\posing an ungra-
cious restraint wpon the Prince, even moreby its manner than by its effects. He
thought that as the Prince had come forward in a manly and ¢ondescending'
manner to submit himself to Parliament, he should be treated nobly and gene-
rously. The debts had been contracted by little and little ; and when his High-
ness first learnt the amount, of which he was little aware, he was very much af-
fected, : :

Lord Moira, after some further observation, remarked, that when he stated
that his Highness did not conceive this bill compatible with his interests, he de-
sired not to be supposed to convey an idea that the Prince wished the bill not ta
pass; on the contrary, the Prince was willing to adopt any measure which came
recommended by the wisdom of Parliament. There appeared to him a very ex-
traordinary degree of inconsistency in this bill ; it was said, that the Heir Appa-
rent should preserve a cerstain portion of state and dignity, in order that he mighe
ascend the throne with the habitual respect of the people ; and yet this bill ren~
dered it utterly impossible for the Prince to live in that manner.

Lerd Grenvithe concluded the debate by remarking, that the sentiments of his
Royal Highness could not be regularly conveyed to them in that manner. The
noble lord had endeavoured to fix an inconsistency upon his Majesty’s ministers,
by attributing to thein the opinion that it was necessary that the Heir Apparent
should maintain a considerable degree of splendour. He admitted that admini-
stration would certainly consider that as a desirable circumstance, and had sug-
gested to Parliament a provision, which, after a certain period, would enable the

rince to live in a stile suitable to his rank. He considered it more consistent
with the true splendour and dignity of the Prince, that, by a temporary retire-
ment, he should exonerate himself from the incumbrances under which he la-
boured, than that any additional burthen shauld be laid upon the people for that

urpose. .
¥ 'lg.l;e motion for the second reading of the bill was put and carried without a di-
vision. The bill was accordingly sead a second time, aud ordered to be cominit=
2ed on the morrow.

~25. The House resolved itself irfto a committee on' the Prince of Wales's estae
blishmen't bill. *

The Duke of Bedfard said, he had already expressed his disapprobation of thre:
principles and provisions of this Bill ; but as the Prince hadinformed the House,.
through the medium of a noble lord (Choimondeley) that he acquiesced in it, he
should not on that account give it any farther opposition.

Lord Lauderdale could not bring himself to accede to the opinion of the noble
duke ; he entertained a very ditferent idea of the acquiescence of the Prince.
His lordship then made several remarks on the provisions of the bill, which he
reprobated.

The Earl of Mira'said, the acquiescence of the Prince weighed with him tor
withdraw whatever opposition he might have given the bill.

Lord Grenville defended his Majesty*s ministers.

Lord Thurlow said, it was necessary tlic Prince should give his consent to'the
bill, ¥sit regarded the property of his Highmess in' the Duchy of Cornwall.

.
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‘The Duke of Clarence could not suffer the bill to go through the committee
without repeating his objections to the mode in which the measure was intended
to be carried into effect. He should not, however, propose any thing by way of
amendment, for he was afraid it would not be adopted, and if adopted, might a4
this late period of the session produce much embarrassment.

The bill went through the committee without any amendment, the report wag
received, and ordered to be read a third time on the morrow,

26. The Royal Assent was given by commissjon to a bill for preventing future
Princes of Wales from contracting debts; a Bill for stopping the distillerie
&c. A Bill for granting an Establishment to the Prince of Wales; and a Bm
for g‘rantlng a jointure to her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales, were read
a third time and passed.

27. The King gave the Royal Assent to the several acts passed. After which
his Majesty was pleased to make the following most gracious speech: .

¢¢ My Lorps AND GENTLEMEN,
€¢ The zealous and uniform regard which you have shewn to the general in+
terests of my people, and particularly the prudent, firm, and spirited support
which you have continued to afford me in the prosecution of the great contest in
which we are still unavoidably engaged, demand my warmest acknowledgements.
¢ The encouragement which my Allies must derive from the knowledge of
your sentiments, and the extraordinary exertions which you have enabled me ta
make in supporting and augmentiog my naval and military forces, afford the
means most likely to conduce to the ygstoration of peace to these kingdoms, and
to the re-establishment of general tranqmlhty on 3 secure, an honourable, and a
lasting foundation.
$¢ GENTLEMEN oF THE House ov Commons,
s¢ I have to return you my hearty thanks for the liberal and ample supplies
which the resources of the country have enabled you to provide, beyond all former
gxample, for the various exigencies of the public service. .
" " ¢¢ I have alsa to acknowledge, with peculiar sensibility, the recent proof wluch
you have given me of your attachment to my person and family, in the provi«
sion which you have made for settling the establishment of the Prince and Princess
of W ales, and for extricating the Prince from the incumbrances in which he was
involved.
€4 My Lorps AND GENTLEMEN,
¢ It is impossible to contemplate the internal situation of the enemy with
whom we are contending, without indulging an hope that the present circums
stances of France may, in their effects, hasten the return of such a state of order
and regular government as may be capable of maintaining the accustomed relu
" tiens of amity and peace with other powers.
¢ The issue, however, of these extraordinary transactions is out of the reach
of human foresight.
¢¢ Till that desirable period arrives, when my subjects can be restored to the
secure enjoyment of the blessings of peace, I shall not fail to make the most ef«
fectual use of the force which you have put into my hands.
¢« It is with the utmost satjsfaction that I have recently received the advices of
an important and brilliant success obtained over the enemy, by a detachment of
my fleet under the able conduct of Lerd Bridport.
¢c I have every reason to rely on the continuance of the distinguished bravery
and conduct of my fleet and armies, as well as of the zeal, spirit, and perseveranca
of my people, which have been uniformly manifested through the whole course -
of this just and necessary war.”

Then the Lord Chancellor, by his MaJesty s command, said :
¢¢ MY Lorps AND GENTLEMEN,
¢ It is his Majesty’s royal will and pleasure, that this Parljament he grqrme‘
to W ednesday the sth day of August next, to be then here holden ;" and thig
Parliament is accordingly prorogued to W ednesday the fifth day of Aug\ut next’’
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HOUSE OF COMMONS, Jus 1.

" ‘Mr. Anstratber vose to deliver a message from the Prince. Aftersome prelimi-
tary observations on the propriety and necessity of supporting the dignity of the_
monarchy, more peculiarly at the present moment, against the attacks of art{ul

4nd designing'men, he proceeded to state the feeling and sentiments of his Royal

Highness; and said, that he was authqrised, on the part of his Royal Highness,'
to express his utmost alacrity and readiness to acquiesce in any limitations or

festrictions which the wisdom of the House might think it proper to lay down
for appropfiating a part of his income to the liquidation of his debts. Tt was
gven his eager wish, if possible, to anticipate the wishes of the House on the

subject, ard to submit most cheerfully to any abatement of the splendour usually
annexed to his situation and rank, in order to accomplish an endin which he feit
himself so deeply and so peculiarly interested.- .

_ The Chancellor of the Exchequer rose, and after; paying several deserved and de-
licate compliments to the Prince, and expressing his hopes of the unanimity of
the House on the present occasion, moved, ‘‘ That instructions be given .to

the committee appointed to prepare the Bill for granting an increased establish-
ment to his Royal Highmess, to make provision in the Bill for such a regular

and punctual order of payment in his future establishment, as to prevent the pos-
sibility of future incumbrances ; and to appropriate a certain proportion of his

fncome (leaving the blank to be afterwards filled up) to the liquidation of his,

debts.”™ ’

. Mr. Dundas, Mr. Fox, and Mr. Anstruther supported the motion. Many
other gentlemen spoke for and against it. '

! The House divided on the motion, Ayes 24z, Noes 46. Majority 196.

2. Mr. Barkam rose to make his promiséd motioh. He proceeded to comment
n the ruinous transactions in the West Indies, during the command of Sir

John Jervis and Sir Charles Grey ; in the course of which he read various ex-
tracts from their different proclamations, and concluded by moving, ¢ That an
address be presented to his Majesty, praying the rescinding of all the acts done
in pursuance of those proclamations, as beitg contrary to the law of nations, and
the rights of sovereignty.”> "~ - o o
‘' Mr. Manning seconded the motion. In doing so, he declared he did it for the
purpose of rescuing the national character, which, without a disavowal of the
proceedings alluded to, he considered as committed. ’
* Mr. Grey took the earliest opportunity of rising, for the purpose of obyviating
the impressions that might have been made by the preceding speakers. He en-
tered into a general defence of the conduct of his father Sir Charles Grey, and
Sir John Jervis. ) ’ ) '
" Mr. Dundas stated to the House, that an application had been made by the
West India merchants to his Majesty’s ministers, requesting them to undertake
the same measure which had heen proposed that night. He resisted that appli-
cation, because he conceived the conduct of Sir Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis
4o be deserving of applause instead of censure ; and therefore, instead of nega.
tiving the motion, he should first mové the previous question ; and, secondly, in
order to shew the necessity of the House repeating its former declaration, he
would put the following resolutions: =~ =~ ° ' :

<¢ That the inhabitants of the French West India Islands not having availed
themselves of the proclamation of the 1st of January 1794, Was not to be consi-
dered as'a general rule for the British forces in that quarter to act upon.

¢ That as the proclamation of the 1oth and 215t of May were not carried into
effect, the House conceived it uhnecessary to give an opinion upon them.

¢¢ And that the House still retains the sense which it has already expressed of
the able and gallant conduct of Sir Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis, during
their comtand in the West Indies.” ’
' The House then divided on the previgus question, when there appeared, Ayes
,‘l?j%‘“{?sﬁh ‘ ck AT R Litnthinl
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A didtision took place on the first resolution moved by Mr. Dundas, Ayes 64,
oes 13.
N The second resolution was carried by a majority of 43, the numbers being fox

lt §7, against it 14.

. The guestion on the last resolution, expressive of the approbation of the House
of Sir Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis was then put and carried, with only one
dissentient voice.

Mr. Rose brought in the Bill for providing-a proper Establishment for his Royal
Highness the Prince of Wales, which was read a first and second time, and ore
dered to be committed on Friday.

3. Mr. Pitt brought in a Bill for making a sure and certain jointure for hes

Royal Highness the Princess of Wales, which was read a first time, as was a
Bill for more effectually protectmg Merchants, Bankers, &c. from the depreda=
tions of their clerks.
" On the second reading of the Bill making provision for the payment of his
Royal Highness's debts, Mr. Grey said he could not help reverting to the dis~
cussion of it, and supporting the principles he had already laid down, he was
therefore determined to take again the sense of the House on it. The House
then divided, when there appeared, for the second reading so, against it 9,

The report on the Imperial Loan being brought up, and the resolution read,
* Mr. William Smith, after taking a wide survey of the present state of Europe,

could see every thing to risk in guaranteeing the Emperor’s Loan, and very little

10 be rationally expected ; it would therefore have his hearty negative.
Mr. M. Robinson wished the.money that was thus about to be thrown away om
- the Emperor might be converted to the strengthening of our navy.

Mr. For proceeded to prove the infidelity of the Emperor in pecuniary engage-
ments, and the little stability of the Vienna bank. e was answered by Mr.
Pitt, who vindicated his’ punctuality and fidelity in that respect by the evidencé
of history and general opinion; and, after alluding to the present state of the
internal affairs of France, contended that our hopes from the co-operation of thé
Emperor were tenfold increased.

" Mr. Hussey went into a long calculation, to prove that we should be consi-

derable losers by the imperial loan, which, he contended, had not been con-

tracted on fair and honourable terms even for the Emperor.

After a few words to explain from Mr. Pitt and Mr. Hussey, the House di-.
vided, for the resolution 6, against it 3s.

s. Mr Secretary Dundas after a short intrpductory speech, in which he des~
canted on the cruel principles of the French in the island of Guadaloupe, in or=
dering the body of the brave General Dundas to be dug up from the grave, an(
yielded a prey to the voracious birds of the air, .moved,

¢ That an humble address be presented to his Majesty, praying that 2 monu-
ment may be erected in the Cathedral of St. Paul's, to the memory of Major-
General Thomas Dundas, in testimony of the grateful sense entertained by this
House of the many seryices rendered by that brave officer to his country, parti=
guiarly in the reduction of the French West India Islands, which caused the
gross insultoffered to his remains, by the enemy, in the island of Guadaloupe.™

Mr. Mannipg seconded the motion. :

Generals Tarl:ton and Smith both Spoke in favour of it ; Mr, Wilberforce against
it, he not deeming the General's conduct strictly correct on the score of hu-
manity, on the capture of the island. The motion passed nem. con.

Mr. Charles Dundas, brother to the deceased, in warm and pathetlc terms
thanked the House for the honour done to the memary of his relative and to hu
family.

M. Pitt brought up an account of the net proceeds af the Duchy of Cornwall,
during the mmomy of 'his Royal nghness which was ordered to lie on the
table; and in the course of a long debate, in which many members delivered
their opinions, Mr. Pitt moved,
~ ¢¢ That the House do, on Monday next, resolve itself into a committee, for
the purpose of taking into consideration the provisions necessary for the estas
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dlishment of the Prince of Wales, and the means for liquidating the delts of
his Royal Highness.

¢ That it be an instruction to the committee to provide an annuity out of the
consolidated fund for the punctual payment of the debts of his Royal Highness’
the Prince of Wales, and to take such measures as may prevent the contracting
of similar debtyin future. And .

¢ That it also be an instruction to the said committee, to make a provision,
that, in case of the demise of the erewn, such part of the debts of his Royal
Highness as then remain unpaid, shall be hquldated out of the civil list, or the
hereditary revenues of the crown. .

¢¢ That the House do resolve itself into a committee, on Monday next, to
-eomsider of a provision for the appropriation of an annual sum, towards the i~ -
quidation of such of the Prince of Wales’s debts as may remain unpaid by his
Royal Highness.”

Mr.. Sheridan spoke at considerable Iength and with not a little asperity;
maintaining that the Sovereign should himselt have come forward and made
some sacrifices towards the payment of the Prince’s debts.

- MT. Sberidan concluded his speech by moving, that after the word ¢‘ consolidated
fund,” be added -

¢ Frovxded it could not be supplied from the civil list, or the suppression of
sinecure places.”

. A great diversity of sentiment prevailed, more as to the manner than the’
means of settling the Pringe’s affairs.

Mr. Sheridén withdrew his motion by compromise, and on the ongmal being
put, it passed 148, against 93. On the motion for adjournment moved by Mr.
Pitt, it passed 153, against zg.

8. M. Pitt rose. to move, That the sum of 65,000l. be apprépriated from the
consolidated fund for the payment of the Prince of Wales's debts, in case of his
demise. This produced a long debate, at conclusion of which the House divided,
for the motion 93, againstit 68.

M. Anstrutber then moved, ¢ That it be an instruction to the committee, that
they may have power to apply the anrual revenue of the Duchy of Cornwall to
the purpose of discharging the Prince’s debts.”” On which the ‘House again di«
vided, for the motion §&, against it g6. .

Mr. Pitt now moved that the Speaker do leave the chair, in order for the House
f0 go into a committes on the bill.

. Another debate ensued, in which Mr, Sherjdan and Mr. Whitbread opposed
the bill, and condemned it in ¢oto, as disgraceful, degrading, and inconsistent,
The House then divided on the question of the speaker’s leaving the chair, Ayes ~
357, Noes 36,

. In the committee on the bil] there were divisions qn three c!auses.

_ On the clause for granting his Royal Highness an additi