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PREFACE.

WHEN Theodorus was initiated into the Eleusinian
system of spurious Freemasounry, he asked of Euriclides,
the hierophant, what is the greatest crime a man can
commit ; who replied, ¢ to speak evil of the Mysteries.” Such
was the sentence pronounced against those who should
incur the responsibility of treating such sacred subjects
with levity, because they were considered ineffable;
and the offence was punished with death. ¢ Si quis ar-
cane mysteria Cereris sucra vulgdsset, lege morts addicebatur.”
But the crime was seldom committed, and therefore the
penalty re'mained on theirstatute books, not altogether as
a dead letter, although it was seldom brought under the
consideration of the judge. It will be remembered,
however, that the spurious Freemasonry was not only
connected with, but constituted an essential part of the
national religion in every country where it existed; and
therefore blasphemy against the mysteries, was blasphemy
against the gods, and punishable by the civil magistrate
of which Socrates is an eminent example.

Not 8o 4he true Freemasoury. It forms no part of the
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national religion, although it comprehends and teaches
- the genuine principles of Christianity. But this latter
fact is not generally understood by those to whom its
. doctrines are a sealed book ; and therefore it is no unu-
sual thing to hear Freemasonry vilified, because the experi-
ment is perfectly innocuous to the party using it. And
the objections to it, as a social and beneficial institution,
are urged with greater pertinacity oy its adversaries, and
received with a more cordial welcome by the uninitiated
world, than those which distinguish an opposition to any
other science. Their object is generally intended to show
that its pursuits are inconsistent, frivolous, and useless;
that, as an antagonist writer wittily observes—¢ She pro-
fesses to teach the seven liberal arts, and also the black
art ; proffers to give one a wonderful secret, which is,
that she has none; who sprung from the clouds, formed
by the smoke of her own records, which were burnt for
the honour of the mystery ; who stood the shock of ages,
and the revolutions of time, on the reputation of King
Solomon ; who is always and unchangeably the same
glorious Fraternity, whether of three degrees, of seven
degrees, of thirty-three degrees, or forty-three degrees,
or fifty-three degrees, or of ninety degrees. S'tha flood
of innovation has gone over the ancient Landmarks, that
Freemasonry’s own science, Masonics, can never again run
the lines, and establish the corners, without a very free use
of the faculty of Abrac.”

One of the purposes of these lectures is to rebut such
absurd charges, by displaying the true design and ten-
dency of the Order. And I cannot describe the process
which has been used to effect this important object more
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‘appropriately, than by subjoining the correspondence by
which the design was originaliy announced.

TO SIR EDWARD FFRENCH BROMHEAD, BART. PAST P. G. 8. W. FOR
LINCOLNSHIRE.

My pEAR SIr,—As you did me the honour to accept the office of
Provincial Grand Senior Warden at my hand, when I held the Deputy
Grand Mastership of the Province, and to unite with me in promoting
the welfare of Freemasonry within its limits, I take the liberty of sub-
mitting to you, now my authority in the province is at an end, a design
which is intended to be useful to the Fraternity at large.

If I may be allowed to place any reliance on the testimony of the
public press, or on the declarations of private correspondents in every
quarter of the globe, I trust it will not be an unpardonable vanity in me
to conclude that my labours in the cause of Masonry have been pro-
ductive of some benefit to the Institution. Success has been a stimulus
to further exertions, and more extensive researches into the origin and
true design of the Order. In announcing that I am about to take my
leave of the Fraternity as a public Masonic writer, it is not to be under-
stood that I consider the subject exhausted ; on the contrary, I conceive
that I have merely opened the mine, leaving its richest treasures to be
gathered by other hands. But it is time to close my Masonic labours—
- my sun is sinking in the west ; and it will be matter of high gratification

to my mind, if some other Brother shall resume the task, and prosecute
it with superior advantages to the Craft; although I am certain that
none can possess greater zeal or sincerity of intention. I propose, how-
ever, before I bid my Brethren a final adien, to furnish them with a
scries of Pracrican Lecrures oN THE HisToricaL Lanpmarks, and
other evidences of Freemasonry, under the arrangement which has been
enjoined b‘the GranD LopGe oF ENGLAND, as settled by the Lodge of
Reconciliation at the Union of the two great divisions of the Craft in
1813.

In the prosecution of this design I have adopted an arrangement cor-
responding with the order in which our degrees are conferred.—After an
Introduction containing an inquiry into the legality and usefulness of
Masonic publications; and two Preliminary Lectures, giving a genera]
view of the Landmarks intended to be illustrated, I shall enter upon a
series of disquisitions illustrative of the First Tracing-board; in which
the Form, Situation, Extent, Ground (including the first and second
Grand Offerings), Support, and Covering of a Lodge will be dilated on
in so many Iectures. The deliverance from Egyptian bondage, and the

- ancient custom of opening a Lodge on the highest of hills, or in the
lowest of valleys, will close the illustrations of the First Degree.
1*
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The Second Degree will open with a Lecture on the symbolical refer-
ances of the Order. I shall then proceed with a critical examination of
the number of workmen cmployed about the Temple of Solomon; and
the system of classification which was adopted in the quarries, the forest,
and the mountain of Moriah. The Second Tracing-board will occupy
our attention—the Porch and its Pillars—Jephthah and the Ephraimites
—the Winding Staircase and its Steps, with their symbolical reference
—the Letter G, &c.; and Lectures on ‘the Grand Architect’s Six Periods
—the Inundations of the Nile—the Twelve Grand Points—and the Third
Grand Offering, will close the Second Degree.

In the Third and its accompanying Degrees and Orders, the subject
becomes more diffusive, and will require to be more extensively treated.
Accordingly, commencing with the Legend, I shall endeavour to trace
its origin amidst the darkness of a remote antiquity, and to explain its
symbolical application. Then the nature and design of Freemasonry
before the Flood, and the subject of “ Worldly Possessions” will ‘be
examined ; while the Sacred Lodge, the decorations of the Temple, and
the sources of King Solomon’s wealth, will be discussed in order ; as well
as the Masonic reference attached to the Fall and Restoration of our first
parents. Then follows, in due course, a consideration of the Burning
Bush, the Tetragrammaton or Incommunicable Name, and the Rod of
Moses, which will be examined, cach in a separate Lecture. After
which, I shall open the Holy Lodge at the foot of Mount Sinai, and con-
sider the application to Masonry of the Ark of the Covenant—the
Priestly Orders—the Camp of Israel, and the Banners of the Twelve
Tribes ; none of which will be dismissed without distinct and exclusive
notice. The remarkable events in the reign of Josiah will be considered
before we proceed to the Babylonish Captivity, its termination and the
opening of the Grand and Royal Lodge—the building of the Sacred
Temple—the Triple Tao, and the departure of the Sceptre from Judah.
A careful examination of all these subjects, so far as they are connected
with Freemasonry, will illustrate the fact, that our Ancient and Royal
Order is a progressive system, consistént in all its parts, and symbolizing
the way to salvation through the merits of a Redeemer, who made atone-
ment for ke sins of meu by the sacrifice of the Cross.

In the construction of these Lectures, I propose to subjoin copious
authorities for every fact and argument that it may be necessary to intro-
duce in illastration of the general system of Freemasonry. The Notea
will, therefore, be extremely numerous, and gathered from every accessible
source which is worthy of credence. It is hoped that these Notes will
be found of some service in clearing up doubtful or difficult points of
discipline and doctrine. They will be selected with great care, and will
constitute a series of vouchers for the credibility of every important rite
connected with the several degrees of the Order, which are practised at
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the present day. They will be a mirror to reflect the opinions—a register
to chronicle the Masonic sentiments of living Masons, not only in this
kingdom but in all others, as well as of those who have flourished in
by-gone ages. It is true, I do not profuss to engage in any formal illus-
tration beyond the three symbolical or Blue Degrees ending in the Royal
Arch and its subsidiary appendages ; but every other order which is in
any way allied to Freemasonry, will be incidentally noticed, and its
claims to credence briefly investigated. "I am anxious that the Brethren
should familiarly understand every point, part, and secret, connected
with the Institution ; and though I am not ignorant of the responsibility
which will naturally accompany an attempt to communicate this know-
ledge, yet I flatter myself that I shall be able to accomplish it with a
conscientious regard to the terms of my OB, and at the same time, with
such perspicuity as nay render the explanations plain and intelligible to
the Fraternity, while they continue an impenetrable mystery to those
who have not had the advantage of initiation.

In the system as it is practised in our Lodges, the connection between
the several cousecutive degrees is not accurately defined ; nor perhaps
would it be possible, in practice, to establish a series of rites by which
that connection could be distinctly impressed upon the mind of a candi-
date during the ceremony of initiation. This important cffect can only
be accomplished by the subsequent explanations of a zealous and indefati-
gable Master; and to do this effectually, he must depart from the usual
routine ; or rather, he must amplify and illustrate the authorized lectures
by the introduction of parallel facts, and explanatory obscrvances, con-
nected with the history and antiquities, manpers and customs, laws and
usages, of the country and period which may form the subject of disqui-
sition. And there are many reasons that make such a course, under
present circumstances, almost impracticable. The Master of a Lodge
has generally other objects of pursuit to engage his mind, and occupy
his attention, which leave him little leisure to pursue the investigations
necessary to accomplish so extensive an undertaking. The present work
is intended to supply mater'als for accelerating these studies. No subject
will be left untouched, doubts will be removed, and difficulties explained.
The links of connection between the several degrees will be supplied ;
and thus the Brethren will be furnished with a clue to direct their
enquiries into the right channel : and it may not be too much to antici-
pate that the patk to Masonic knowledge will be thereby relieved, in a
great measure, from the difficulties which obstruct the progress of scien-
tific research into the mysteries of the Order. -

I have taken the liberty, my dear Sir, of troubling you with this
imperfect outline of my plan, in the hope of being fuvoured with your
opinion of its utility. It is my intention to leave no point unexplained
connected with the theory of Masonry, which may be prudently com-
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mitted to print; while, for obvious reasons, the practical part will be
designedly omitted, because it may readily be learned in tyled Lodges,
under the judicious direction of an experienced Master, whose peculiar
duty it is to employ and instruct the Brethren in Masoury. It will
embrace upwards of fifty Lectures, and while the greatest care will be
taken to avoid any undue exposure of peculiar secrets, enough will be
said to clear up all difficult and controverted guestions, as well as to
connect the lower with the higher degrees; thus forming a regularly
graduated series, advancing step by step to the ne plus ultra of Masonry:
and unfolding its secret reference to that divine system of religion, which,
at the last great day, will introduce us into the Grand Lodge above, a
building not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

I shall be glad, therefore, to learn whether you think a work, founded
on such a basis, would be acceptable to the Masonic public ; and whether
the Fraternity would be likely to suffer the closing offspring of a veteran
labourer in their service to perish for want of their fostering support.

Believe me to be, my dear Sir,
Yours faithfully and fraternally,
GEo. OLIvER, D. D.

Past D. P. G. M. for Lincolnshire.
ScoPwICK VICARAGE,

Nov. 22, 1843.

TO THE REV. DR. OLIVER, PAST D. P. G. M. FOR LINCOLNSHIRE.

My pEsr Sir,—Your prospectus of a closing work, upon the subject
of Masoury is very interesting ; and if the outline can be filled up in a
manner at all adequate to the design, it must be a most valuable addition
to the current information on the subject of the Craft. My own ideas
on matters of Masonic antiquity are not so bold as yours, though it must
be admitted that the exclusive Judaic character of the machinery, the
Hebrew references, and reference to Tyrian usages, are of themselves
internal evidence of a very remote origin; an origin not taking place
among Christians, whose ignorance on these subjects, and hatred of the
Jews, until a very recent period, make the supposition of a Christian
origin quite impossible. The moral application of the principles does
indeed admit unbounded development, and may keep pace with the views
and practice of any present or future benevolence. On the subject of the
obligation I have had some misgivings, but we perhaps bave interpreted
it with too mugh severity, and against the public interest; and it may
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be questioned whether it was intended to extend much beyond the solemn
initiatory rites of the Order. In all your attempts, both in Masonry aud
out of Masonry, you have the hearty good wishes of
Your very faithful Brother,
E. Fr. BroMuEAD,

’ P. P. G. S. W. for Lincolnshire.
LixcoLn, Nov. 25, 1843.

Whether I have succeeded in the accomplishment of
my original intention, or whether I have redeemed the
pledges contained in the above correspondence, is now
left to the decision of the Fraternity. I do not expect
that the work will be pronounced faultless, because
perfection is not the attribute of man, much less of his
performances.

vitavi denique culpam,
Non Jaudem merui.—Hog.

I hope, with the Bachelor Sampson Carrasco, ¢ the critics
will be merciful. I hope they will not dwell upon the
motes of the bright sun of the work they censure. Though
¢ aliquando bonus dormitat Homerus,’ they ought to consider
how wide he was awake to give his work as much light
and leave as little shade as possible. Perhaps those very
parts which some men do not fancy, are like moles, which
sometimes add to the beauty of the face that has them.”*

In the construction of the Lectures, I have had little
direct assistance except from a few valued and highly
talented correspondents, from whom I have received vari-
ous hints which have been of essential service ; and their
favors have been generally acknowledged at the foot of

* Don Quixote, Part II. ch. 3.
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their own communications.. One of these esteemed friends
gave me much important information respecting the
foreign degrees, and directed my enquiries into a channel
which produced the happiest results ; and I am proud in
be.ng permitted to grace my pages with the name of
George Arnott Walker Arnott, Esq., LL. D., Depute
Grand Principal of the Supreme Grand Council of Rites,
&c., &c., of Scotland; a most learned, intelligent, and
indefatigable Brother, whose active exertionsin the cause
of Scottish Masonry have been rewarded by the esteem
of the Fraternity, and the highest honors of the Order.

Throughout the whole period in which these Lectures
have been in course of publication, my'anxiety has been
great lest I should violate my OB, by the insertion of any
matter which ought not to be revealed. To prevent
improper disclosures, I have submitted occasional proot-
theets to the inspection of discreet friends, and I have
1ot persisted in the use of a single paragraph, or even
| hrase, whose removal has been thus suggested. My
iriend Dr. Crucefix, Past Grand Senior Warden of the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, and Past Grand Deacon
of the Grand Lodge of England, has been kind enough to
incur the labor of carefully examining every sheet before
it was struck off; and I must beg his acceptance of my
best thanks for many invaluable suggestions which lave
enabled me to profit advantageously by the exercise of
his judgment and experience ; as well as for his kind
and uniform attention to my wishes when I felt myself
at a loss on abstruse questions of discipline; for I esteem
his opinion on the laws of Masonry to be an authority
from which it would be hopeless to appeal.
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And now, dear Reader, nothing remains but to bid you
farewell. We have been fellow-travellers for more than
two years, and have together examined a variety of sub-
jects connected with Freemasonry ; and if you have been
amused or instructed, we have not journeyed in vain. To
me the enquiry has been a source of much pleasure and
gratificauon. Idearly love these mysteriousinvestigations.
I love to wander through the obscure regions of dark anti-
quity ; and a research into the hidden truths of history,
science, or topography, is pleasing to my taste, and con-
genial to habits long indulged and deeply planted. Such
pursuits have an indescribable charm; and if you have
taken balf the delight in reading that I have in compiling
these varied Lectures, I shall desire no better evidence to
orove that my labors have been attended with success.

S1:oPWICK VICARAGE, May, 1846.
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Wisdom that is hid, and a troasare that is not seen, what profit is in
them both ?—EoccLEs. xi. 14.

In the present state of Freemasonry, dispersed as it is
over the face of the whole habitable globe, and distin-
guished by an anxious enquiry whether its reputed
origin be well founded; and whether its philosophy,
and the evidences on which its claims to public notice,
are entitled to the implicit credence of mankind—it is
the duty of every Brother, so far as his influence may
extend, to furnish the means of satisfying this ardent
curiosity. With humble submission, I conceive it to be
an error in judgment to discountenance the publication
of philosophical disquisitions on the subject; because
such a proceeding would not only induce the world
to think that our pretensious are incapable of enduring
the test of free enquiry; but would also have a ten-
dency to restore the dark ages of superstition, when
even the sacred writings were prohibited, under an
apprehension that their contents might be misunder-
stood, or perverted, to the propagation of unsound
doctrines and pernicious practices;' and thus would
ignorance be transmitted as a legacy from one genera-
tion to another.

1«]In those ages of ignorance and disorder,” says Laurie, “ which
succeeded the destruction of the Roman empire, the minds of men were
too debased by superstition, and contracted by bigotry, to enter into
aszociations for promoting mutual improvement and mutual benevolence.
‘The spirit which then raged was not a spirit of enquiry. The motives
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Is it supposed that the allegiance of the Brethren to
their lawfully constituted governors will be less secure,
if they are generally enlightened on the subject of our
arcanc mysteries?” The tenure by which authority is
held, must be slight indeed, if such an ordeal would be
capable of shaking it. There can be no rational doubt,
however, but the moral influence of Masonry would be
much more powerful and efficient>—its funds would be

which then influenced the conduct of men, were not those benevolent
and correct principles of action which once distinguished their ancestors,
and which still distinguish their posterity. Sequestered habits and
unsocial dispositions characterized the inhabitants of Europe, in -this
season of mental degeneracy; while Freemasons, actuated by very differ-
ent principles, inculcate on their Brethren the duties of social intercourse,
aud communicate to all within the pale of their order, the knowledge
which they possess and the happiness which they feel. But if science
had existed in these ages, and if a desire of social intercourse had ani-
mated the minds of men, the latter must have languished for want of
gratification as long as the former was imprisoned within the walls of a
convent, by the tyranny of superstition, or the jealousy of power. Science
was in these days synonymous with heresy ; and had any bold and en-
lightened man ventured on philosophical investigations, and published
his discoveries to the world, he would have been regarded as a magician
by the vulgar, and punished as a heretic by the church of Rome.”
(Hist. of Mas., p. 52.)

* The Rev. Salem Town, Grand Chaplain of the Royal Arch Chapter
of the state of New York, in his book on ‘Speculative Freemasonry,
which was published under the sanction of the highest masonic au-
thority, says, “ our leading tenets are no secrets.” And in another place
he affirms, “ by a full and fair exposition of our great leading principles,
we betray no secrets.” This has ever been my own opinion; and the
opinion, so far as I have been able to judge from an extensive corre-
spondence with learned Brethren in every quarter of the globe, of every
other intelligent Mason.

3 The fear of an honest man violating his obligation by an undue re-
velation of the secrets of Masonry, is most absurd. Archdeacon Paley
says, “ Let it be remembered, that to be obliged, is to be urged by a
violent motive, resulting from the command of another. And then let
it be asked, Why am I obliged to keep my word? and the answer will
be, Because I am urged to do so by a violent motive (namely the expect-
ation of being after this life rewarded, if I do, or punished for it, if I do
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increased, and its charities better supported, if the
sources of intelligence amongst the fraternity were
augmented, and a higher grade of science substituted
for the meagre outline which at present prevails in our
lodges.

No hypothesis can be more untenable than that which
forebodes evil to the masonic institution, from the
publication of scientific treatises, illustrative of its
philosophical and moral tendency. The Lodge Lec-
tures, in their most ample and extended form, how
pleasing and instructive soever they may be, are
unsatisfactory and inconclusive. They are merely ele-
mentary, and do not amply and completely illustrate
any one peculiar doctrine.> And as they are usually

uot), resulting from the command of another (namely God).” And is it
to be admitted that any Brother having this responsibility before his
eyes, would voluntarily incur such a fearful risk?

4 In an address to the Brethren by the D. G. M. of the Grand Lodge of
New York from the throne, June 1, 1842, the following passage occurs :
“ Amongst the evidences abroad of the active interest which pervades
the fraternity, and the increasing desire after information, I cannot omit
noticing the Masonic periodicals which have but lately sprung into
existence. The eldest of these, “ The Masonic Register,” published at
Albany, by our W. Bro. Hoffman, has reached its third year. In the
course of the past year, ‘ The Freemasons’ Magazine, edited by the R.
'W. Grand Secretary of the G. L. of Massachusetts. ¢The Masonic
Journal,” published at Augusta, in Georgia, and ‘ The Masonic Mirror,’
published at Marysville, Kentucky, have commenced their carecr. These
periodicals, if conducted with a careful regard for the landmarks of the
Order, by experienced and thoroughly instructed brethren, may be
vatuable aunxiliaries for the diffusion of Truth and Light ; they will win
their way to favour with the fraternity, and secure their own reward.”

& And there is & want of uniformity in the ceremonial, although the
Acrticles of Union provide that * there shall be the most perfect unity of
obligation, of discipline, of working the lodges, of making, passing and
raising, instructing and clothing Brothers, so that but one pure and un-
eullied system, according to the genuine landmarks, laws and tradition of
the Craft, shall be maintained, upheld and practised, throughout the
Masonic world.” This is much to be lamented, because the remedy
might be very easily applied.

2
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delivered in nine-tenths of our Lodges,® they are mono-
tonous, and not perfectly adapted to the end for which
they were framed, or for the effect which they are
intended to produce.” For this reason it is that literary
and scientific men, who have been tempted to join our
ranks in the hope of opening a new source of intellec-
tual enjoyment,® and of receiving an accession of novel

¢ It may be right to remark here, that it was not always customary, in
the working of simple Blue Masonry, to attach Lectures to the system.
They were usually delivered in the higher grades. In Scotland this
course prevailed. The Chapters of H. R. D. M., or Rosy Cross—
(perhaps these were only two steps of the same degree) were the real
depositories of masonic instruction ; which was freely imparted to every
Brother who had proved his moral and scientific worth. And (although
I may be mistaken,) the Lodges to which these Chapters are attached at
the present day, practise very little lecturing in the preliminary degrees.

7 A writer in the Freemasons’ Quarterly Review who has assumed the
soubriquet of Latomus, says—*in England Masonry consists of three
degrees only, including the Royal Arch, and in these is contained most
of the science of Masonry which can be considered authentic. But how
few are there whose time, inclination, or education, fits them to become
perfectly acquainted even with the first degree! Take, for instance, the
lectures in which is contained the history of the Order—for many
reasons these are little known by the great majority of Master Masons ;
but go a step further, and without entering into what may not be
written, it may be asked whether there is not a lapse of nearly 600 years
utterly unaccounted for? The perfect Mason who has given his atten-
tion to the subject, is not ignorant of the events of this long period of
six centuries ; but the present system of conferring the degree alluded to
would make any unskilled Brother believe that there was not a lapse of
twenty years.”

8 A Report or Manifesto circulated amongst the American Lodges by
the Supreme Council of Grand Inspectors General in 1803, records
another evil which ought to be carefully guarded against. ¢ Much ir-
regularity has unfortunately crept into the Blue degrees, in consequence
of the want of Masonic knowledge in many of those who preside over
their meetings; and it is particularly so with those who are un-
acquainted with the Hebrew language, in which all the words and pass-
words are given. So essentially necessary is it for a man of science to
preside over a lodge, that much injury may arise from the smallest de-
viation in the ceremony of Initiation, or iv. the lectures of instruction.
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ideas for their reflection and delight,® so frequently
retire, if not with disgust, at least with mixed feelings

‘We read in the book of Judges, that the transposition of a single point
over the Sheen, in consequence of a national defect among the Ephraim-
ites, designated the Cowans, led to the slaughter of 42,000 men. The
sublime figure of the Divinity formed in the Fellow Craft’s degree, can
be elegantly illustrated, only, by those who possess some knowledge of
the Talmud.”

9 Thus the Rev. James Watson, W. M. of the St. John's Lodge,
Lancaster, in the last century, says, “ though it derives its name from
scientific, and its badges from operative architecture, it comprehends tlie
whole circle of arts and sciences ; as being the depot of learning in all
former ages, and a focus combining every ray of genius in all climes of
the carth. A Lodge, in foreign countries, is eminently styled an
Academy, and Masonry considered as synonymous to Geometry, the
science relating to the measurement of the earth, and emphatically refer-
ring to its creation;a liberal or Freemason signifying a friend and
admirer, or a professor of liberal science.” And at Liverpool about the
same period, the Lodges contained a philosophical apparatus to engage
the attention of scientific men. Thus Bro. M¢Conochie, a member of
several lodges in that town says, “ in every Masonic lodge, a small philo-
sophical apparatus forms a part of our furniture, and when we assemble,
(I speak of Masonry as it is conducted in Liverpool) we meet for the
purpose of instructing one another, in moral, philosophical, and histori-
cal subjects, in all which I have had the pleasure of hearing lectures in
many of the lodges.”

1 Speaking of the state of science in the darker ages, Laurie adduces
a memorable instance of the pernicious effects of suppressing a thirst for
general knowledge. “The celebrated Baptista Porta having like the
sage of Samos travelled into distant countries for scientific information,
returned to his native home, and established a society which he denomi-
nated the Academy of Secrets. He communicated the information
which he had collected to the members of this association, who, in their
turn, imparted to their companions, the knowledge which they had
individually obtained. But this little fraternity, advancing in respecta-
bility and science, soon trembled under the rod of ecclesiastical oppression ;
and experienced in its dissolution, that the Romish hierarchy was deter-
mined to check the ardour in investigation, and retain the human mind
in its former fetters of ignorance and superstition. How then could
Freemasonry flourish, when the minds of men had such an unfortunate
propensity to monkish retircment ; and when every scientific and secret as-
sociation was overawed and persecuted by the rulers of Europe?” (p. 53.)
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of sorrow and regret, at the unprofitable sacrifice of sv
much valuable time" which might have been applied to
a better purpose.? v

It is in vain to deny that such.defections from our

11 The Rev. H. Jones, an American seceding brother, in his « Letters
on Masonry,” thus accounts for his conduct in this particular. IHe
said, “ he considered the institution a useless one in society. I know it
has been said by some,” he continues, “ that its instructions at the lodge
room are entertaining and useful ; but if so, why has there been, almost
invariably, such a backwardness in attending lodge meetings amongst
Masons of solid character, as soon as the novelty of the thing has
ceased? And let those instructions be as useful as any would wish to
consider them, what mind would not weary, instead of being cutertained,
in hearing them always repeated in the same words and laboured
formality? If then the institutién be only useless, it ought to be
abandoned by all rather than patronized, at so great an expense of
time and property as are necessary for its continuance.” (Letters,
p-89)

12 The late M. W. Grand Master H. R. H. the Duke of Sussex entered
the order with better views and better principles. He laboured for
knowledge, and obtained it. Hear what he says of himself. “If
brethren when they enter into this society do not reflect upon the prin-
ciples upon which it is founded ; if they do not act upon the obligations
which they have taken upon themselves to discharge, all I can say is,
that the sooner any such individuals retire from the Order, the better it
will be for the society, and the more creditable to themselves ... ...
‘When I first determined to link myself with this noble institution, it was
a matter of very serious consideration with me; and I can assure the
Brethren that it was at a period when, at least, I had the power of well
considering the matter, for it was not in the boyish days of my youth,
but at the more mature age of twenty-five or twenty-six years. I did not
take it up asalight and trivial matter, but asa grave and serious concern
of my life. I worked my way diligently, passing through all the different
offices of Junior and Senior Warden, Master of a Lodge, then Deputy
Grand Master, until I finally closed it by the proud station which I have
now the honour to hold. 'Therefore, having studied it, having reflected
upon it, I know the value of the institution; and I may venture to say,
that in all my transactions through life, the rnles and principles laid
down and prescribed by our Order have been, to the best of my faculties,
strictly followed. And if I have been of any use to society at large, it
must be attributed, in a great degree, to the impetus derived from Ma-
sonry.” (Speech at Sunderland, 1839.)
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ranks are of frequent occurrence.* But if the authorised
lectures of masonry were amplified and illustrated by an
intelligent chief officer, such instances would not only
very rarely occur, but our lodges would become the
resort’ of all the talent and intelligence in the country.

13 Colonel Stone and the Rev. D. Bernard may not be fair examples of
this kind of defection, because they formed part of the chaff which was
blown away from the institution during the prevalence of the anti-masonic
excitement in America a few yearsago. But their sentiments may tend
to illustrate the proposition in the text. The former says, very quietly,
‘* After having been conducted through the ceremonies, which were well
administered, by expert officers, and which were, with the explanations
given, to say the least, very harmless; candour obliges me to confess
that I felt not a little disappointed. But it was a disappointment at, I
knew not what ; a sort of undefinable sensation; neither a positive feeling
of dissatisfaction, nor of chagrin, but yet a little of both.” (Stone’s Let-
ters,p. 15.) The latter gentleman is more decisive. He says, “ wishing
to avail myself of every auxiliary in promoting the glory of God and the
happiness of my féllow-men, I readily received the three first degrees.
My disappointment none can know but those who, in similar eircum-
stances, have been led in the same path of folly. I silently retired from
the institution,” &c. (Light on Masonry. Pref. p. iv.)

14 Grand Master Dalcho, who had considerable experience in Masonry,
observes on this point, that “if you visit the symbolic lodges in the dif-
ferent countries of Europe, or even the different States of America, you
will see in all some difference from each other. If the presiding officer is
a man of talent, he adds such embellishments as his genius points out to
him. Should he, on the contrary, be & man whose meutal faculties do
not rise above mediocrity, and who does not feel much enthusiasm in a
system whose beauty he does not comprehend, he reduces the subject to
a level with his own genius.” (Orations, p. 15.) Stone also speaks of
the importance “of having officers who understand their duties; and
who are withal men of intelligence and education.” And he adds that
““ to the want of presiding officers of this description, may be attributed,
i a great measure, the deplorable transactions” to which he was about
to refer ; viz. the alleged abduction of Morgan.

15 What says our Rev. Bro. Norval, Chaplain of St. Peter’s Lodge,
Montrose? He says, “a Mason’s Lodge is a school of piety. The prin-
cipal emblems are the teachers. The All-seeing Eye teaches the Omni-
presence of the deity. Its lessons are delightful and awful ; delightful,
while we remember that we are under its guardian care ; awful, when we
forget that to it darkness is as the noon day. It isa school of the noblest
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And if strictures on the science and philosophy of the
Order® were placed within every Brother’s reach, a
system of examination and research would soon be
substituted for the dull and uninteresting routine,"”

virtues that adorn the human race. It is a school of brotherly love. The
holy volume expanded, invites us to peruse its sacred pages, because in
them, and in them only, are the words of eternal life. (Speech at Mon-
trose, 18317.)

‘¢ The Editor of the Athenzum thinks it contains neither science nor
philosophy. He says, “ there is an absurd abuse of language in desig-
nating Freemasonry as a science. The Jewish ritual, to which it is
alleged to be go like, might just as properly be so named. We may also
remark here, that the mysteries of Masoury differ essentially both from
the mysteries of science and the mysteries of religion. The secrets of
science are not truths that philosophers lock up in their breasts from the
rest of mankind, like a receipt for making powders or painting on glass.
The hidden things of science are hid from scientific men themselves, from
the initiated, as much as from the uninitiated. The dark things of
religion, in like manner, are revealed as little to priests as to laymen.
Their obscurity results from a divine intention ; and the soundest theology
has ever held, that had more light been necessary to the state of man,
more would have been issued from the celestial fountain.” (No.'746.)

17 The Committee on General Regulations of the Grand Lodge of New
York in their Report, June 1842, say, “in relation to the recommend-
ation of the R. W. D. Grand Master, desiring some action of the Grand
Lodge, with reference to Lectures to be delivered in several Lodge
rooms, not only on the principles of Masonry, but on the arts and
sciences, embracing any or all such subjects as shall improve the moral
and intellectual powers, and qualify the Brethren for greater usefulness
in the several spheres in which they move, rendering them, in an eminent
sense, the lights of Masonry, your Committee would say—the adoption of
such a practice would, in their view, be attended with the happiest
results nd add much to the interest of fraternal communications.
Althougn the Masonic institution is appropriately a school of arts and
sciences, as well as of moral virtues, your Committee have reason to
believe instruction in the former especially, has been too much neglected .
and therefore hope the Grand Lodge will recommend, in the strongest
language, the adoption of the above specified course of instruction by
lectures on the practical, as well as the moral and mental sciences, in
each of the subordinate lodges. This whole matter appears to be one, in
the view of your Committee, of deep interest; and if judiciously con-
ducted by Brethren competent to the undertaking, will not only be
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which, in so many instances, characterises our private
meetings.® The Brethren would become excited by the
enquiry, and a rich series of new beauties and excellen-
cies would be their reward.!

As to the apprehension that Freemasonry would be
injured by Masonic publications®—it exists solely in the
imagination.® Even the charlatans of the present or

productive of great good to individual members, but to those communities
where such lodges are established.”

18 And I am convinced it is possible to accomplish this without any
violation of that sacred pledge which is imposed o: a candidate at his
initiation. The words of Paley embody my sense of the moral guilt
attached to perjury. “ Perjury,” says he, *is a sin of great deliberation.
The juror has the thought of God and of Religion upon his mind at the
time; at least, there are very few who can shake them off entirely. He
offends therefore, if he do offend, with a high hand, in the face, that is, and
in defiance of the sanctions of religion. His offence implies a disbelief or
contempt of God’s knowledge, power, and justice ; which cannot be said
of a lie, where there is nothing to carry the mind to any reflection upon
the Deity, or the Divine attributes at all.” (Moral Philosophy,
B.1.c.16.)

19 General Washington, President of the United States, thus expresscs
his conviction of the utility of judicious publications on Masonry. “To
enlarge the sphere of social happiness is worthy the benevolert designs
of a Masonic institution ; and it is most fervently to be wished, that the
conduct of every member of the fraternity, as well as those publications
that discover the principles which actuate them. may tend to convince
mankind that the grand object of Masonry is, to promote the happiness
of the human race.” )

%4t ig the most absurd thing in nature (and the reason will be
obvious to every Mason) to believe that any part of the real arcana of
Masonry ever was, or ever could be, committed to writing. Needy men
have, we know, levied contributions pretty successfully on the public
credulity, by publishing whimsical pamphlets professing to lay open
the secrets of Masonry ; and I am prepared to hear many persons in
ridicule say, that the reason why no secrets have been published, or can
be written, is, that none exist among us. I am satisfied that they should
say 80 ; inasmuch as I prefer hearing men laugh to hearing them lie.”
(Jones’ Masonic Miscell. p. 202.)

%+ It is a vain fear; for the real secrets of the Order no conscientioug
Brother can ever be tempted to reveal. In the memoirs of Jacob
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past ages, have not contributed the slightest shade of
unpopularity to our proceedings.? What harm have the
publications of Pritchard,® Lambert, the author of

Casanova de Seingalt, who was a Mason, we find the following very
curious passage. “ Noman knows all the secrets of Masonry, but every
man keeps in view the prospect of discovering them. Kvery young man
who is about travelling, and desires to know the world, and who has no
wish to be deprived of going into good society, must, in the times we live
in, become a Mason, and at least understand superficially, and know
what connection exists between it and the world. Those, however, who
are made Masons for the purpose of learning the secrets, may deceive
themselves ; for they may be 50 years Masters of Chairs, and yet not
learn the secrets of the brotherhood. This secret is, in its own nature,
invuloerable, for the Mason to whom it has becorae known can only have
guessed it, and certainly not received it from any one ; he has discovered
it because he has been in the Lodge—marked, learned, and inwardly
digested. When he arrives at the discovery, he unquestionably keeps it
to himself, not communicating it even to his most intimate Brother, be-
cause, should this person not have capability to discover it of himself, he
would likewise be wanting in the capability to use it if he received it
verbally. For this reason 1T WILL FOR EVER REMAIN A sEcrer.” (F.
Q. R.vol. i, N.S. p. 31.) Andthe New Monitor, an American publica-
tion, (p. 78) says, “ bad members have been expelled ; but they keep the
secrets with which they have been entrusted. Neither the power of gold,
which has often betrayed kings and princes, and sometimes overthrown
states, empires, and kingdoms ; nor the most cruel punishment which the
most malignant tyrants could devise, ever extorted the secrets of Free-
masonry, even from the weakest members of the fraternity.”

3 Tt is true Bro. Col. Stone, Editor of the New York Commercial, in
his letters on Masonry, has professed a different opinion. In that pub-
lication, in 1831, he said, “the Institution is on the wane; in most
places it isdead ; und its torpid body can never be reanimated. As well
might they think of establishing Mahometanism in this enlightened land,
as to cherish the idea of re-establishing Freemasonry. There is no use
in contending, at this late hour, that the principles on which it was bailt
are moral, benevolent, and virtuous ;—public opinion is against it, and it
is the height of folly to court disfranchisement and proscription, when no
possible benefit can arise from the sacrifice.” We shall soon see the
utter futility of this confideut prediction.

® Pritchard was excluded, in the year 1729, from his lodge, for omit-
ting to pay his contributions; and to revenge himself on Masonry he
wrote his “ Masonry Dissected.” He appears to have felt some com-
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4 Jachin and Boaz,”* Professor Robison,” Finch,® Cur-
lile,? or Claret,® done to British Freemasonry? Has

punction, as may be gathered from his apology affixed to the pamphlet.
“ After the admission,” he says, “ into the secrets of Masonry, if any new
brother should dislike their proceedings, and refiect upon himself for
being so easily cajoied out of his money, declining the fraternity, or
secluding himself upon the account of the quarterly expences of the lodge,
and quarterly communications, notwithstanding he has been legally
admitted into a constituted and regular lodge, he shall be denied the
privilege (s a visiting brother) of knowing the mystery for which he
has already paid.” This unfortunate mnan (like every one who professes
to reveal the mysteries of Freemasonry) placed himself in this embarrass-
ing predicament : He says in his book that he has taken a certain oath
that he would conceal and never reveal any of the secrets which might
be communicated to him at that time or any other. He then tells us that
he went to the Lord Mayor, and swore that he had revealed, in his book,
every thing that passes in a lodge. Now he hag either perjured upon
the former or the latter oath. And in the case of a perjured man, which
of his oaths are the public to believe ?

# This book, which mis-states almost every thing it professes to illus.
trate, has gone through numerous editions, and, I believe, is still in
existence to continue its impositions on the unmasonic public.

%]t is well known that Professor Robison wrote his volume, containing
“ Proofs of a conspiracy against all the religions and governments of
Europe, carried on in the secret meetings of Freemasons, Illuminati, and
Reading Societies,” for the purpose of injuring the cause of Freemasonry.
He concludes his book with the following Scripture quotation, which he
evidently intended should be understood to allude to the Freemasons.
¢ Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but

“ it wardly they are ravening wolves. By their fruit ye shall know them.
Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles ?”

% Finch was by trade a tailor ; but he abandoned his shopboard for
the more profitable employment of an itinerant instructor in Masonry,
He published a vast number of pamphlets, which found a ready sale,
although his charges were exorbitant, and little information could be
gleaned from them; because he found it his interest to intersperse the
teat so thickly with asterisks and hyphens, initial letters, and ungram-
matical phrases, that it could not possibly be understood without the
additional purchase of an expensive Key. And even the Key was so
abstruse and full of references to other catch-penny pamphlets, that it
could seldom be used with any advantage. His impositions were pub-
licly exposed in 1815.

# [ have little patience to expend on this infamous atheist; whose

o
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the public esteem for the Order been lessened in
America by the publications of Morgan® and Stone,*
Bernard,® the author of the ¢ Ritual and Illustrations of

name is a pollution to my pages. His hatred to Freemasonry was
founded on and commensurate with his hatred of the Bible, and the
principles of revealed religion; and it is not therefore a matter of
surprise that he should have overshot his mark.

% The detached pieces published by Claret, are, I believe, merely a
trade speculation. They are very expensive and of no great value.

# After all, Morgan's book was but a reprint, with slight variations,
of “ Jachin and Boaz.”

89 Col. Stoue wrote “ Letters on Masonry and Anti-Masonry,” in
1831. He pretends to have a great respect for the Order, but contends,
that after the abduction of Morgan, it ought to be abandoned. But the
eight reasons which he assigns for coming to that conclusion—strange to
say—are not, even in the most remote degree, connected with that event.
He says, 1. The society has no pretensions to antiquity. 2. It is puerile
and frivolous. 3. It is useless. 4. It is symbolical. 5. It is illegal.
6. It involves a great waste of time. 7. The people are jealous of its
secret influence! And 8,—proh pudor!—The Institution has been
abused, and therefore, it may be abused again!!! See his Letters, p.
122. Stone doubtless wrote under a high state of anti-masonic excite-
ment, and it is extremely probable, now his passion has exhausted itself,
that he regrets the part he took in it; but it is recorded in too legible
characters ever to be effaced.

8t Bernard published “ the Light on Masonry,” in which however the
information is very inaccurate. The poor fellow, being a minister in the
Baptist _co inection, appears to have entertained some conscientious
qualms about the moral legality of the proceeding. In his preface he .
asks himself—“ Am I justifiable in pursuing this course? Will the law
of God approve the violation of such solemn oaths?” If he had listened
to the suggestions of his good angel, he would have thrown his MS. into
the fire. But he stifies the warning voice of conscience by a wretched
subterfuge. “If”—says he—“Ir the constitution is corrupt, has an evil
tendency, is vpposed to the order and well-being of society and the glory
of God, I am under a moral obligation to break my oaths, and reveal its
secrets to the world that it may come to an end. My refusal to meet
with or support the Institution is not sufficient. I must renounce fealty
to the Order, reveal its secrets, oppose its influence, and use my exertions
to destroy it, or I am guilty of a violation of moral obligation!” The
unhappy man was placed on the horns of a dilemma. He must either
perjure himself, or be rcpudiated by his congregation, and be thus
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Freemasonry,”* the mysterious ravings of Anderton,®
or the disclosures of Major Allyn* and his accomplices?

deprived of the means of subsistence. He unfortunately preferred the
good things of this life, and chose the former alternative; and the
result has been, a book full of errors and misrepresentations.

32 The author himself says, “ The design of publishing the following
sheets is to guard the unwary against being drawn into it, and to prevent
the young Freemason from being farther entangled, and from offering
greater insults to the sacred majesty of God; as well as to snbmit it to
the public consideration, whether the Freemasons’ oaths do not render
a person unfit to hold any office of public trust or private confidence.
And whether it is not evidently a dangerous combination in its conse-
quences, as well as profane in its ceremonies.”

88 Anderton is an American, and published an affidavit in which he
affirms, that being in Ireland in 1813, he attended the lodge No. 272
at Belfast, to be admitted to some degrees; that he was witness to a
cruel murder committed on a Brother of the name of Wm. Miller, for
revealing the secrets of Masonry; that the body was taken away and
cast into Limekiln Dock, and was afterwards the subject of a coroner’s
inquest. This allegation was made during the anti-masonic excitement,
and created a wonderful sensation. On referring to the lodge thus
charged, it proved to be a vile fabrication. No person of the name of
W. Miller wus ever a member of any lodge in Belfast ; nor did any one,
:alling himself S. G. Anderton, ever visit any of the lodges there. The
Secretary of No. 272 made affidavit to these facts ; declaring that, “ the
statements in every particular, were gross, infamous, and unfounded
falsehoods.” The coroner also made oath that he had searched the
books of his office up to the alleged date of the above transaction, and
that no inquest was held on any person of the name of Miller even to the
present time ; nor was there anybody found dead since his appointment
long before 1813, except the bodies of two men who had been shot in a
riot.

¥ Allyn, as well as Morgan, published a Catechism of Masonry. He
styles himself K.R.C. K.T. K.M., &c., of high rank and standing in
the brotherhood. He gives the following account of his secession from
the Craft. He says, “ having been a member of the Masonic fraternity,
and bound in the pledge of soul and body to maintain and support, by
the most rigorous enforcement all her sanguinary edicts, laws, and regu-
lations; I feel it to be a duty I owe to my fellow citizens, to state the
reasons that led me thus to surreuder life and liberty, without reservation,
to the mercy of this lawless banditti; thereby adding another unit to
that dark pile of human mockeries; and also the reason why I recanted
from my Masonic engagements, rescuing from her bloody clutches my
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By no means. The pretended revelation concerning the
alleged abduction and subsequent murder of William
Morgan, produced only a temporary excitement, al-
though the institution was denounced and threatened,
and its friends proscribed in the most violent language.®
But all these indications of rage and fury against a quiet,
harmless, and beneficent institution, were unable to

pledges of -obedience, renouncing her society, and resuming my former
rights and privileges as an American citizen.” His reasons, which are
too verbose to insert here, are puerile and unsatisfactory. But mark
what followed. He not only renounced, but denounced Freemasonry.
And by that means levied contributions very freely on the public. He
became an itinerant lecturer against the Order. He spent many months
in delivering lectures before crowded audiences in New York, Connecti-
cut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, and in Philadelphia. In the course
of these lectures, as he boasts, he made powerful demonstrations in the
Masonic corps. Thousands, in consequence, seceded from the Order;
and his pecuniary emoluments were proportionably great. The bare-
faced imposition was at length detected, and he was pelted off the stage
in disgrace.

% Hear the threats of the Anti-Masonic State Convention in its
manifesto to the people. “The whole power of public opinion,” says
this arbitrary document, “is to be found in the ballot boxes. And
these are the depositories, as we humbly trust, of the mightiest earthly
power which the Divine wisdom has ever permitted man to control. If
we would effectually destroy Freemasonry then, we have no alternative ;
we must call to our aid, and persist in the uses of our elective rights.
‘We must unite as a party at the polls. We must select for all elective
officers, the best men opposed to Freemasonry, whether they are those
who have renounced it or otherwise; and we must select them because
they are opposed to it. And these men we must support, uniformly,
constantly, zealously, always, till Freemasonry, with all its fantastic
pageantry, its false pretensions, its unhallowed means, its alarming
power, and its monstrous crimes, shall be numbered with the past mis-
fortunes of our country.”

3 During the agitation the Masons appear to have taken few steps to
counteract it, in the certainty that the excitement would expire of itself.
In 1828, when a motion was made in Congress to bring in a Bill for the
appointment of a Committee to make enquiries in relation.to the abduc-
tion of Morgan, and to prevent extra judicial oaths; the Speaker
observed that “this tirading about secret societies and extra judicial
oaths did not become sensible men ; and they would not pursue it, unless
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affect its stability, or shake its influence in public
opinion” They melted into thin air,® when the

they were driven by political fanaticism. He did not care whether
Masonry were put down by legislative enactment or not ; but if it were
put up or down by such enactment, it would be acting foolishly. All
this cry is to get power, or to retain it. Some of the members were
elected on the Anti-Masonic ticket ; and they came here and were com-
pelled to cry, Morganize Masons! Morganize Masons! Away with
them! Crucify them! Crucify them! The excitement has been got
up, and fostered, and fanned, to get into power. We did not make so
much fuss in Delaware county a few years ago, when an Irishman killed
two Scotchmen. We caught him and hanged him. But this is made a
political question. Tt is said that one of the presidential candidates is a
Mason, and the other is not ; and therefore the excitement must be kept
up. That is all there is to barp on.” The bill was negatived by a
majority of 82 to 17.

¥ « On this occasion,” says Bro. Herring, G. Sec. of New York, ¢ the
whole Masonic fraternity were charged with guilt; the institution and
its members were denounced as dangerous ; churches, families, and friends
were divided; and the whole social system was, for a long time, uprooted
and dismembered. Every man of eminence in the state known to be a
Mason, was called upon to renounce his connexion with the society, or
stand branded as a traitor to the laws of his country. The Grand Lodge
was charged with the crime of aiding the guilty to escape from justice
by the use of its fands ; and no means were neglected to bring the order
to disgrace and ruin, right or wrong. The fears of the timid and igno-
rant attributed the crime of the guilty to a necessary consequence of
Masonic obligation ; the political intriguant revelled in the prospect of
the overthrow of his prosperous rival ; the myrmidons of society breathed
vengeance ; and the crafty political jesuits laboured in their vocation at
the Polls. Now all this excitement against Masonry was founded upon
false premises. No Masonic duty interferes with the duty of a man to
his country. The abductors of Morgan were as much without excuse as
though they had not been Masons ; and this crime was never palliated or
defended by the fraternity in general, nor by the Grand Lodge in par-
ticular ; nor was there ever a dollar of the funds appropriated to aid or
shield the guilty.”

# During the continuance of this excitement, the newspapers teemed
with the most violent invectives against the order. Anti-Masonic
Magazines, Raviews, and Almanacs, found eager and ready purchasers.
The press groaned with publications of every grade, from the broadsheet
to the thick octavo, in which was presented to the public the lamentable
sight of apostate Masons of all ranks, from the ex-President Adams, to
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forgeries and misrepresentations of the anti-masonic
party were brought to light*® and exposed;* and the

the editors of obscure journals, publicly avowing that they had solemnly
sworn inviolably to keep certain secrets, which, in the subsequent pages;
they deliberately revealed, and confidently expected that the public would
believe them. The theatre, the show-box, and the exhibition of puppets ;
the orator from his platform, and the wountebank from his stage, all
presented a series of ridiculous and burlesque ceremonies, which they
asserted were the ceremonies of a Masonic Lodge ; while the notorious
Major Allyn wandered about the country as an itinerant lecturer on the
mysteries of Masonry, which he publicly advertised to expose. Ministers
of several sects and denominations made the awful avowal from their
pulpits, that they had sworn to conceal the secret practices of the frater.
nity, and in the same breath, in the presence of their Maker, publicly
revealed them to their wondering congregations. And one miserable
Baptist preacher, as an apology for his apostacy, accused Masonry of
infidelity and atheism, and its members of horrid crimes; and in his
sweeping censure did not even spare the worthies of old, but charged
Drs. Anderson and Desaguliers, men of the first rank in their respective
professions, of beiug “men of low character and base spirit!” (See
Bernard’s Light on Masonry, p. 505.) In the mear time an Anti-Ma-
sonic State Conventiun was established, to which delegates were annually
sent from every representative town in the United States, and they
assembled in the Funeuil Hall at Boston by hundreds,—whose sole
object was to denounce and annihilate the Institution. Amidst all this
excitement the Fraternity was calm, and, on the showing of their adver-
saries, (Proceedings of the Anti-Masonic Convention for 1831 p. 16)
“expressed great confidence in the permanence of iheir Order.” They
said, “ the present attempt to overthrow it will utterly fuil ; it will only
rouse the energies of the Institution, and, after the present trial, as in
former instances, viz. of Pritchard in 1730, and Robison and Barruel in
1799, Freemasonry will increase beyond all former example.” And their
predictions have been amply verified by the cvent.

® The Grand R. A. Chapter of New York issued the following Reso-
lation disclaiming, on the part of the Masonic body, all participation in
the above outrage:—* Resolved by this Grand Chapter, that we its
members, individually and as a hody, do disclaim all knowledge or
approbation of the said proceedings in relation to the abduction of
William Morgan; and that we disapprove of the same, as a violation of
the majesty of the laws, and an infringement of the rights of personal
liberty, secured to every citizen of our fre¢ and happy republic.”

# Thus Bro. Hoffman, the editor of the American Masonic Register,
says :—*“ With the representative system fully carried out, and the fuls
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popularity of Masonry was augmented by the enquiry;
although the party arrayed against it had drawn into its
ranks ¢“nearly 100,000 free and intelligent electors of
the State of New York; almost divided the vote of
Pennsylvania ; planted itself deeply in the soil of
Massachusetts ; spread itself in others of the New
England States, in Ohio, and elsewhere; while in Ver-
mont, like the rod of Aaron, it so far swallowed up both
of the former parties, as to have obtained the control of
the State Government.* Nor was it of factious parti-
zans, or disappointed men, that this party was composed.
It comprised among it members as great a portion of
wealth and character—of talents and respectability—as
any party that was ever formed, of equal numbers, in

interchange of Masonic information through our Masonic Periodicals,
we may effectually be enabled to close our doors against schisms, irregu-
larities, and impostors. In a few years our time-honoured Institution
will hold as proud an eminence in our land, as in her palmiest days; and
we trust that the lessons we have received by misfortune, will tend to the
scrutinizing examination of the inner as well as the outer man, teaching
us that caution and circumspection are the brightest jewels in the
Masonic crown.”

4 Governor Clinton thus expresses his opinion on the subject, in a
letter to the chairman of the Anti-Masonic Committee :—*“I am per-
suaded that the body of Freemasous, so far from having any participa-
tion in this affair, or giving any countenance to it, reprobate it as the
most unjustifiable act, repugnant to the principles, and abhorrent to the
doctrines of the Fraternity. I know that Freemasonry, properly under-
stood, and faithfully attended to, is friendly to religion, morality, liberty,
and good government ; and I shall never shrink, under any state of ex-
citement, or any extent of misrepresentation, from bearing testimony in
favor of the purity of an institution which can boast of a Washington,
8 Franklin, and a Lafayette, as distinguished members ; and which in-
culcates no principles, and authorizes no acts, that are not in perfect
accordance with good morals, civil liberty, and entire obedience to gov-
ernment and the laws. It is no more respounsible for the acts of unworthy
members, than any other association or institution. Without intruding,
in the remotest degree, a comparison, or improper allusion, I might ask
whether we ought to revile our holy religion because Peter denied and
Judas betrayed ?”
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this or any other country.” And where is this great
anti-masonic party now? The excitement continued.a
few years, the hollowness of its principles became
apparent, and it suddenly disappeared like a passing
cloud, leaving behind it nothing but public shame and
contempt.®

On the Continent similar attempts have been made to
destroy the usefulness of the Craft, by means of

4 Stone’s Letters on Masonry and Anti-Masonry, p. 5. “The Anti-
Masonic excitement commenced about three years ago,” says Brown in
his Narrative, (pref.) “and has since threatened to extend its ravages far
and wide, which has excited the interest and received the attention of
politicians, of Christians and of patriots—in which women and children
.—the old and the young—federalists and democrats—republicans, Clin-
tonians, Bucktails, Adamsmen, Jacksonsmen, Claymen, Presbyterians,
Churchmen, Baptists, and Methodists, and even the modest and unassu-
ming Quakers, have all participated largely.”

4 Wilkins Tannehill, Esq., G. M. of Tennessee, in his primary address
to the Brethren in 1842, says: “In all parts of the country Lodges are
multiplying, and our numbers increasing, with a rapidity scarcely sur-
passed at any former period of our history; and the same may be said
with regard to Chapters and Encampments. It affords me great pleasure
to say, that the sun of Masonry is fast dispersing the clouds that have
been so long spread over us; and that its genial rays are fast revivifying
the blighted regions over which the winds of persecution have passed.
Even in those parts of the United States where Anti-Masonry has been
most active—where its fell spirit was most extensively felt, the Lodges’
have been re-opened, and are pursuing their labours without interruption,
and with abundant promises of success. Now, that the fever of excite-
ment has passed away, and reason has resumed her empire, former preju-
dices are yielding to more liberal and enlightened views, the bosom of
every true Mason is reanimated, and a laudable desire prevails to extend
and perpetuate the blessings which spring from a just appreciation and
practical exposition of the principles of the Order.”

# The notorious Finch, in one of his catchpennies, has a very judicious
observation : “ Had the unfortunate Louis X VT. instead of suppressing
Lodges, denouncing societies of Freemasons, and bastiling such as per-
severed in their religious and moral ceremonies—given them every en-
couragement and protection, by not only countenancing them, but by
becoming himself a member of that august and respectable body, and
nobly patronizing the Royal Craft, as our own most gracious sovereign
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unauthorized publications, professing to explain its rites
and ceremonies, doctrines, lectures, and secret pursuits.®
But they equally failed. And in every case Masonry
derived much benefit from the attempt.®# In France the
attack on the Order was commenced by two pamphlets,
the one called ¢ Le Secret des Francs-Macgons;” and
the other *“Le Catechisme des Francs-Macons.”¥ A
person styling himself the Abbé Perau, in 1745, followed
up the unholy warfare by a publication named ¢ L’Ordre

and his progeny have doune, he and his wretched family would undoubt-
edly have escaped all the horrors into which they were inhumanly and
barbarously plunged ; and atheism, rapine, and murder would not have
oeen the most prominent features in his once civilized, polite, and reli-
gious kingdom. With us, thank Providence! the case is quite different;
the beir-apparent, our late, and H. R. H. the Duke of Sussex, our
present Grand Master, presides in England over that illustrious Order?
—an Order which comprehends the most dutifal and loyal subjects his
father, or any other monarch, ever had the honour of reigning over.”

4 A clever writer in the London Magazine affirms, that all the secrets
of Masonry are revealed in Professor Buhle’s work on the subject. And
to exhibit his information, he enumerates the secrets as follows : * Entire
equality of personal rights amongst the members in relation to their final
object. 'Women, children, those who were not in full possession of civie
freedom, Jews, Antichristians, and Roman Catholics, were excluded from
the Society. The Order makes pretensions to mysteries; and has a
general system of signs, usages, symbols, mythi, and festivals. It is
compatible with every form of civil constitution, does not impose celiba-
cy, and grants to every member a full liberty to dissolve his connection
with the Order at any time, and even without acquainting the superiors
of the Lodge!” So much for Buhle’s knowledge of Masonry.

4 Thus De Witt Clinton, the Grand High Priest of the United States,
says in an Oration before the Grand Lodge of Albany, Sept. 1825,
at the installation of Gen. Rensselaer as G. M.: “In every nation of

turope Masonry has passed the ordeal of persecution. The Inquisition
has stained it with blood. Hierarchies have proscribed and interdicted
it ; despotism has pursued it to destruction; and everywhere, except in
the land of liberty, it has felt the arm of unjust and tyrannical power
and even here, in this enlightened age, fanaticism has dared to fulminate
its anathemas.” .
@ This was probably nothing more than a translation of Pritchard’s
. Masonry Dissected.”



20 INTRODUCTION.

des Francs-Magons trahi:”* and he was succeeded by
the author of ¢ La Clef des Magons;” ¢ Thory’s
Synopsis;” *La Maconnerie Adonhiramique dévoilée;”
and “ La voile retirée, ou le Secret de la Revolution
expliqué par la Franc-Magonnerie,” of M. Lefranc ;* the

# | am ignorant whether the name of thc Abbé Perau is real or as-
sumed. It is not inserted in the title-page, but is given in cypher at the
end of the Epistle Dedicatory. He reiterates the old tale of the puerility
of Freemasonry, and enforces his argument by the following most im-
probable incident, which was evidently invented for the occasion. A
certain marquis kaving been frequently solicited to become a Freemason,
was at length induced to consent. Having paid the fee in advance, (600
crowns) he was initiated. When the ceremony was over, he said, “Is
this all?”  “Traly it is,” answered the W. M. “You make game of
me,” rejoined the marquis; “it is impossible that this can be the whole
secret of Freemasonry.” “It is indeed,” replied the W. M. ¢ Then
you will have the goodness,” said the marquis, “ to return my 600 crowns,
otherwise I shall insert in the public gazette all the tomfooleries which
you have imposed upon me as the secrets of the Order. Is this the
famous rite of which so much has been said? In truth, I cannot con-
ceive how reasonable men can spend their time in such trifles!” The
money was returned, says Perau, the affair was hushed up, and the Lodge
was closed in confusion.

4 M. Le Franc reiterates the stale pretext of having found his MSS.
in the bureau of a deceased friend, who had been many years the Master
of a respectable Lodge. “ He found among his papers,” he says, “a
collection of Masonic writings, containing the rituals, catechisms, and
symbols of every kind, belonging to a long train of degrees; together
with many discourses delivered in different Lodges, and minutes of their
proceedings. The perusal filled him, he says, with astonishment and
anxiety, and he thought it his duty to lay them before the public.” Bar-
ruel gives a diffi rent version of this tale. Speaking of a M. de la Haye,
who gave him some MSS., he thus states the source of Lefranc’s informa~
tion. He represents M. de la Haye as saying, “I had several Freema-
gons in my parish; and particularly the unfortunate Fessier, a famous
Brother of the Lodgu at Alengon, since become such a terrible Jacobin,
and the intruded Bishop of Séez. Several of these Masons renounced
their errors; and as a proof of their total renunciation of the Lodges,
they gave me up all their papers and Masonic degrees. I have made a
digest of these degrees. M. Lefranc, who was at that period in our
diocese, pressed me to publish them ; but I did not dare to do that for
fear of the Masons, and I rather chose to give a copy of the whole to
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“Arclaves Mystico-Hermétiques 3’ the ¢ Des Erreurs et
de la Vérité,” of M. de St. Martin ;* the letter addressed
« Aux Illustres Inconnus;” and the volumes published
by the Abbé Barruel.® And what injury has French
Masonry received from these attacks? None whatever
but much good ; and the consequence is, that the Order,
at the present time, is most extensively and nobly
patronized.

In Germany similar attempts were made, about the
same period, by Bahrdt,”® Robinet,”® Latocnaye,* Rein-

M. Lefranc, requesting him to use it as he thought fit. M. Lefranc went
to Paris; the Revolution took place ; and he doubtless thought it would
be useful to publish the work I had given him, having first improved it
by the polish of his style; and he certainly has done it better than I
could.” (Hist. of Jacobinism, vol. iv. p.150.) So essentially are the
tales of falsehood at variance with each other.

% M. de St. Martin was the founder of the cabalistic Freemasonry in
France, a short time before the Revolution. His system was based on
the Manichean heresy. ¢ It is a most fallacious system,” says he, “to
pretend to lead men to wisdom by the frightful description of eternal
flames in a life to come. Such descriptions are of no avail when unfelt ;
therefore, the blind teachers, who can only represent those torments to us
in imagination, must necessarily produce but little effect upon us.” (Er-
rors and Truth, p. 114.) Saint Martin was evidently an A theist.

8t Barruel exclaims, on mentioning the memorable 12th of August,
1792 : “It was on that day, for the first time, that the secret of Free-
masonry was made public, that secret so dear to them, and which they
preserved with all the solemnity of the most inviolable oath. At the
reading of the decree, they exclaimed, ‘ We have at length succeeded,
and France is no other than an immense Lodge. The whole French
people are Freemasons, and the whole universe will soon follow their ex-
ample.’ 1 witnessed this enthusiasm ; I heard the conversations to which
it gave rise. I saw Masons, till then the most reserved, who freely and
openly declared, ¢ Yes! at length the grand object of Freemasonry is
accomplished. Equality and Liberty ; all men are equal and brothers;
all men are free’ This was the whole substance of our doctrine, the
object of our wishes, the whole of our grand secret.” (Hist. of Jacobin-
ism, vol. ii. p. 266.) Fie! fie!

% On the writings of Bahrdt Robison thus comments :— Of his pieces,
wome were even shocking to decency. It was indifferent to him whether
it was iend or foe that i:c abused ; and some of them were so horribly
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hold and Kestner;® in the works, ¢ Archive fur Frey
maurer ;”’ the volume dedicated ¢ Denen die es Verst-

injurious to the characters of the most respectable men in the state, that
he was continually under the correction of the courts of justice. There
was hardly a man of letters that had ever been in his company but he
was sare to suffer for it. For his constant practice was to father every
new step that he took towards atheism on some other person; and,
whenever the reader sees, in the beginning of a book, any person cele-
brated by the author for sound sense, profound judgment, accurate
reason, or praised for acts of friendship and kindness to himself, he may
be assured that before the close of the book, this man will convince Dr
Bahrdt, in some private conversation, that some doctrine, cherished and

" venerated by all Christians, is a piece of knavish superstition. So lost
was Dr. Bahrdt to all sense of shame! He said that he held his own
opinions independently of all mankind, and was indifferent about their
praise or their reproach.” (Proofs of a Conspiracy, p. 338.)

% Robinet was a daring theistical writer, about the time of the French
Revolution, and published Systdme de la Nature—Philosophe de la Na-
ture—Systdme Social—Politique Naturelle, &c., for the parpose of in-
flaming men’s minds against the existing order of thmgs, both civil and
religious.

5 M. Latocnaye affirms, that when he had been initiated, an old gen-
tleman asked him what he thought of it. He answered, “ A great deal
of noise and mach nonsense.” “ Nonsense,” said the other; “don’t
judge so rashly, young man ; I have worked as a Mason these twenty-five
years, and the further I advabced, the more I was interested; but I
stopped short, and nothing shall prevail on me to advance a step further.”
Being asked why? he said, “I imagine that my stoppage was owing to
my refusal, about nine years ago, to listen to some persons who made to
me, out of the Lodge, proposals which were seditious and horrible ; for
ever since that time I have remarked that my higher Brethren treat
me with much greater reserve than they had done before; and that,
under the pretext of further instruction, they have laboured to confute the
uc-.acn8 which I had already acquired, by giving some of the most deli-
cate subjects a different turn. I saw that they wanted to remove some
suspicions which I was beginning to form concerning the ultimate scope
of the whole.”—Thus we find that all anti-masonic writers, in whatever
part of the world, parrot-like, repeat the same unvarying lesson.

% Reinhold attributes the invention of Freemasonry to Moses ; and
asserts that it was borrowed from the mysteries of Egypt ; while Bahrdt
and Augustus Kestner assign its origin to the Christian Fathers. The
former was answered and refuted by Eichorn, and Reinhard in his “ Play
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chen;” ¢ Geschichte der Unbekannter;’ the ¢ Achte
Illuminat ;” ¢ The Final Destruction of Freemasonry ;%
the ¢ Religions Begebenheiten;” &c., &c., and parti-
cularly in some publications by Weishaupt,” Knigge,
and their confreres, which are exposed in a work entitled
“ Neueste Arbeitung des Spartacus und Philo® in der
Illuminaten Orden;”’ in the ¢ Endliche Schickfall des

of the Founder of Christianity;” and Bahrdt's reasoning was annihilated
by Dr. Heubner, Professor of Theology in the University of Wittenberg,
Their replies have been translated into English.

% This book was included in the Index Expurgatorius of Vienna.

57 Weishaupt was the founder of Iluminism ; and to make his system
palatable, he commenced his dealings with the initiated Masons, whom
he was desirous of ensnaring, by the following bold assertion. “I de-
clare,” says he, “and I challenge all mankind to contradict my declara-
tion, that no man can give any account of the Order of Freemasonry,
of its origin, of its history, of its object, nor any explanation of its
mysteries and symbols, which does not leave the mind in total uncertain-
ty on all these points. Every man is entitled, therefore, to give any ex-
planation of the symbols, and any system of the doctrines, that he can
render palatable. Hence have sprung up that variety of systems which
for twenty years have divided the Order. The simple tale of the English,
and the fifty degrees of the French, and the Knights of Baron Hunde,
are equally authentic, and have equally had the support of intelligent
and zealous Brethren. These systems are in fact but one. They have
all sprung from the Blue Lodge of Three Degrees; take these for their
standard, and found on these all the improvements by which each system
is afterwards suited to the particular object which it keeps in view.
There is no man, nor system in the world, which can show by undoubted
sucoession that it should stand at the head of the Order. I have, there-
fore, contrived an explanation of it which has every advantage; is in-
viting to Christians of every communion ; cultivates the social viriues;
and animates them by a great, a feasible, and speedy prospect of universal
happiness. My explanation is accurate, and complete; my means are
effectual, and irresistible. Our secret Association works in a way that
nothing can withstand, and man shall soon be free and happy.” By such
plausible arguments he ecnlisted many worthy men under his standard,
who bitterly repented after they had witnessed the full development of
his scheme.

8 The former was the cant name of Weishaupt, the latter of Baron
Kuigge. Weishaupt was a shameless libertine, who compassed the
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Freymaurer Ordens;”® in which the identity of Free-
masonry and Illuminism is attempted to be establishea.

Each and every of these authors had the vanity to sup-
pose that his puny attempt® would annihilite Free
masonry®'—destroy it root and branch®*—and sweep it

death of his sister-in-law to conceal his vices from the world, and, as he
termed it, to preserve his honour! Knigge was still less scrupulous to
ensure the success of his schemes, whatever they might be. Barruel
says, “at the name of Knigge every honest German Mason will stand
back, as at the man who corrupted even the first degrees of Ma-
sonry, and consummated the depravity of their infamous Rosicrucians.
The honest Brethren, in their indignation, would almost forget Weis-
haupt, to overpower Knigge with the whole weight of their hatred.”
(Vol. iv. p. 94.) All this s sufficiently nauseating ; but it was necessary
to exhibit, in their proper colours, the immorality and recklessness of all
those who have been engaged in a crusade against our righteous and
sublime Order.

8 This is a discourse which was pronounced at the breaking up of a
Freemasons’ Lodge. The writer gives his reasons why he considers it
prudent that the Lodges should suspend their labours while Illuminism
continues in the ascendant.

® Bernard says, “ he saw the hand of God inscribing on the mystic
pillars of Masonry, ‘ Mene, Tekel, Upharsin ; which were the heralds of
its destruction.” The Rev. Bro. Jones adds: “ Such is its present con.
dition, that it is absolutely impossible to save it from ruin; and that it

would be preferable to abandon the ship than to sink with it.” (Let-
ters, p. 20.)

¢t An anti-masonic orator of the United States is thus magnilognent
on the subject :—* Against this baneful despotism the freeborn sons of
the American Republic are at last aroused. Awaking from their
security and springing from the couch of repose, they behold the citadel
assaulted and ready to surrender to the invader. At once they repair
to the standard of their country. The sliock may be terrible, the con-
flict deadly; but the pride, and pomp, and circumstance of Masonry
must quail before the might and majesty of an indignant people. Her
ensigns must sink, never more to rise.” (Fuller’s Oration, p. 10.)

@ Stone, in his philippic, goes so far as to predict that « the character,
the usefulness, and the respectability of the Order are now gone; and
its officers and members would act wisely to bury all their tools and
implements, and inscribe the nas. e ¢ Ichabod’ on the copestone.” Ano-
ther American writer adds : “ You might as well place your hand upon
the sun on a summer’s morning, as prevent the downfall of the Order.’
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Ooff from the face of the earth. But, again I ask, what
injury bhave all these publications inflicted upon it
Is it less beneficent—is it less flourishing than in former
times? I answer without hesitation, it is not. Every
attempt at exposure has added fresh laurels to the
Order, and invested it with new interest and popu-
larity.*

Indeed the idea of suppressing Masonic publications
is equally absurd and impracticable. The intelligence
of the age will not permit measures to be successful

Even the infamous Carlile had the assurance to boast that, when his
trash was made public, no two Masons would ever afterwards dare to
look each other in the face.

® The Masons, in the integrity of their hearts, despised all these
attacks upon the Order. Bro. Brainhard, a distinguished Mason of
Connecticut, thus expressed his confidence in its stability, amidst the
storm which was arrayed against its existence. “It comprises men of
rank, wealth, office, and talent, in power and out of power; and that, in
almost every place where power is of any importance. And it com-
prises, among other classes of the community to the lowest, in large
numbers, active men, united together, and capable of being directed, by
the efforts of others, so as to have the force of concert throughout the
civilized world. They are distributed too with the means of knowing
one another, and the means of co-operating, in the desk, in the legislative
hall, on the bench, in every gathering of business, in every party of
pleasure, in every domestic circle, in peace and in war, among enemies
and friends, in ope place as well as in another. So powerful indeed is it,
ay to fear nothing from violenee, public or private, for it has every
means at its command, in due season, to counteract, defeat, and punish
it. It is too late to talk of the propriety of continuing or suppressing
Freemasonry, after the time to do so bas gone by. So, good or bad,
the world must take it as it is. Think of it; laugh at it; hate it, or
despise it; still it will continue to be, and the world in arms cannot
stop it.” :

% Notwithstanding the confident boast of a very witty opponent, who
wrote, during the Morgan excitement, that “her hour has come; the
shafts of ridicule are pointed at her life; the bow is drawn by indigna-
tion at her violence and pride; the spear of truth is raised ; and die she
maust, to pass through another metempsychosis. Her spirit will seek a
new form to deceive mankind ; Freemasonry can serve for its covering
no longer.” (Ward's Freemasonry, p. 144.)
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which would have been tolerated only in times of the
grossest superstition and ignorance.®* Those Brethren
who are desirous of preventing the spread of Masonic
information, are not only unjust to the fraternity,* but
they inflict a grievous wound upon the Order.” The
popularity of Freemasounry is admitted to be esseatial to
its prosperity, even while measures are adopted which
would prevent that popularity from operating bene-
ficially.* For a century Freemasonry has been gradually

% Qur learned and intelligent Brother Moran says, « Masonry is that
pure and simple religion which corrupt and interested men, for selfish
purposes, have always endeavoured to suppress as too sublime for the
mass; acting in this, like misers who hide their gold, not that they may
ase it themselves; but worse than even the manger dog, they do not
limit themselves to preventing, they dread its use by others.” (F.Q.R.
vol. v. p. 42.) ' .

% A friend and Brother in India writes to me thus :—“ Many of my
acquaintance here have become much more attached to Freemasonry by
the perusal of your publications ; and Cowans have, by the same means,
either become members of the fraternity, or reconciled to it; and the
dislike they eatertained to mystery has been entirely subdued.”

o The attempts to crush Freemasonry in some countries have been
incessant and fierce. Bulls, Edicts, and Proscriptions have been arrayed
against it. “ The sanguinary tribunals of the Inquisition,” says a
French writer on Frecmasonry, “have kept immured and led to the
slaughter many an unfortunate Freemason, for daring to seek light,
science and truth, where darkness, ignorance, and falsehood, held an
arbitrary sway. The auto da fe, which, under Philip II., was almost
quotidian, was ir stituted to indulge the fanaticism of a barbarous popu-
lace, or the capricious ambition of despotic rulers. Not many years
ago, a Freemason of the name of Almodovar was burnt in Seville, along
with a young woman who had been convicted by the Holy Office of
having carried on an intercourse with an evil spirit, and of knowing the
future. Both these hapless victims of ignorance and fanaticism breathed
in every feature the most perfect health, sv that the hands of the execu-
tioner who threw them on the pile trembled. It was in a square destined
to those horrible assassinations, that at the end of a pathetic sermon the
‘#wo unfortunate beings were conveyed on asses. Ite missa est was the
sign given to throw the wretched creatures on the burning pile.”
(F. Q. R, vol. i. p. 378.)

® For reasons which will presently appear, I am decidedly of opinion
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advancing in public opinion, but its progress had been
slow and uncertain. Its beauty and usefulness are now
becoming more apparent. It is taking its rank
amongst the institutions of the country; and if it be
nourished by the patronage of wealth and talent, it will
be placed before mankind as an Order in which the
pleasing pursuits of science are blended with morality
and virtue on the one hand, and benevolence and
charity on the other.® And who can be so justly ex-
pected to advance its reputation as those who are
acquainted with its merits, and entrusted with the
direction of its affairs?° The public in general will

that the following law has been much misunderstood. “No Brother
shall presume to print or publish, or cause to be printed or published,
the proceedings of any lodge, nor any part thereof, or the names of the
persons present at such lodge, without the direction of the G. M., or
P. G. M., under pain of being expelled from the Order.” This prohibi-
tion evidently refers to local proceedings only; and has no allusion
whatever to philosophical or scientific disquisitions on the abstruse prin-
ciples of the Order. I am unacquainted with any Masonic law which
prohibits a Brother from disseminating his opinions on these points.
And I am sure such a proceeding is not at variance either with the letter
or spirit of the obligations.

% The pursuits of Masonry are thus expressed in the Address which
was voted by the Grand Lodge of England to George III., in 1793, the
Marquis of Hastings then acting as Grand Master under the Prince of
Wales. “It is written, Sire, in the Institute of our Order, that we shall
not at our meetings go into religious or political discussion, because,
composed as our Fraternity is, of men of various nations, professing dif-
ferent rules of faith, and attached to opposite systems of government
such discussions sharpening the mind of man against his Brother, might
offend and disun,te. 'We fraternize for the purpose of social intercourse
of mutual assistaace, of charity to the distressed, and good will to all
fidelity to a trust, reverence to the magistrate, and obedience to tbe
laws, are sculptured in capitals upon the pediment of our Institution.”

™ The American Grand Officers are fully impressed with the truth of
<his proposition. They say (Sept. 1842), ¢ The only reason why Masonry

.in this country has been suffered to languish for many years has not been
because there was any lack of material, but because, from a want of
fraternal interchange of views, of feeling and of action, we knew nothing

3



28 INTRODUCTION.

entertain an indifferent opinion of its purity, if those
who occupy the places of authority under its jurisdic-
tion, display any reluctance to have its merits become
the subject of open discussion.” It will be an anomaly
in the nineteenth century, to hear complaints that the
sources of information in any branch of science have
been invidiously closed, and their investigation placed
under an interdict.

The dearth of Masonic writers is attributable, in a
great degree, to this mistaken principle ;2 and therefore
it constitutes a serious charge against Freemasonry as a
professed science, that it has contributed so little to the
general fund of intelligence by which the present age is
distinguished.™ No one, except the Free and Accepted

of each other. But times have changed ; the brethren have awoke from
their long slecp, and through the instrumentality of our own and
kindred prints that darkness will be made to dissipate, and Masonry,
with her thousands of lodges and chapters, will be brought in a weekly
communication one with the other.” (American Mas. Reg., vol. iv.
No. 1.)

7 « Masons,” says the zealous Preston, “in all ages have studied the
general good of mankind. Every art which is necessary for the support
of authority and good government, or which could extend science, they
have freely communicated to the world. Points of no public utility, as
their peculinr tenets, mystic forms, and solemn rites, they have carefully
concealed. Thus Masons have been distinguished in various countries
Sor disseminating learning and general knowledge, while they have
always kept the privileges of their own Order sacred and inviolable
among themselves.” (Illus. p. 89.)

™ « Perhaps not,” a friend of mine writes. “I do not attach much
value to the idea that prejudice is afloat; because I feel convinced that
something worse than prejudice opposes the onward march of Masonry ;
—it is a total apathy and nonchalance with regard to the spirit of the
Order.”

™ The fear of being charged with a desire to discover the secrets of
Freemasonry, has, I amn persuaded, deterred many an ictelligent Brother
from placing the results of his experience on record. For such a dis-
covery has been considered a detestable crime. According to the testi-
mony of the Apocryphal Book of Enoch, it constituted one of the sins
of the antediluvians. * They have discovered secrets,” says the record,
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Mason, ever thinks of taking up a book on this forbidden
subject for the purpose of iucreasing his stock of general
knowledge. The prejudices of the people have been
enlisted against it; and therefore, to the common reader,
it is devoid of interest. He feels indifferent about an
institution which, he has been led to believe, possesses
no claim upon his regard, no excitement for his industry,
no merit to reward his application.” But if the philo-
sophy of Masonry were made an open subject of illustra-

“and they are those who have been judged ; but not thou, my son. The
lord of spirits knows that thou art pure and good, and free from the
reproach of discovering secrets.”

7 Thus a writer in the ¢ Atheneum’ says :—* Supposing the Freema-
sons to possess momentous truths in ethical or physical science, the
wisdom of keeping them secret is dubious, and the morality of their
plighted silence is still more open to stricture. It might even be ques-
tioned, whether the oath, or other engagement, under which a man
obtains possession of knowledge of vast importance to his species, and
by which he binds himself not to make his species partakers of it, is
obligatory in foro conscientie. 'We do not say this to tempt any Free-
mason to break his vow; for, in truth, we have a shrewd opinion, that
the countless treasures of the Order, are not much more real than the
golden pavements of El Dorado, or the ingots in Spenser’s House of
Richesse.”

™ The ladics, however, may be mentioned as an exception. They are
particularly curious about the Institution ; and their recent attendance
at all the meetings of the craft, where their presence is not contrary to
the rules, is a proof of it. At a grand festival in 1839 the Duke of
Sussex thus addressed them from the throne. ¢ Their presence,” he said,
“whenever it could be consistently admitted, always administered very
fargely to the gratification of the Fraternity. And when they retired
to their homes, he trusted they would carry with them a conviction, that
there was nothing in Freemasonry to disqualify a member from showing
the utmost attachment and respect to his wife, mother, daughter, or one
to whom the veneration of still more tender feelings was paid. The
tadies might find out a secret worth knowing by these visits, which was,
that good humour always triumphed among Masons after their labours
were completed. And that was a pretty good sign that they would dis-
cover nothing of an unfriendly nature in the labours, and nothing but
what was good in the scerets of Masonry, if they were even admitted to
the Sanctum Sanctorum.”
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tion and research; if it were fairly brought before the -
public in a scientific form,™ it would receive the same
attention that is bestowed on every other enquiry,
whether in physics or arts, in morality or religion.”

The rulers and governors of Masonry have, at different
perinds, been imbued with a liberal spirit in this particu
lar;*® and at those seasons the order has proportionably

% As it certainly ought to be, if its best interests were consulted
For what is it that we are forbidden to reveal? An American writer
tells us. He says, “The secrets of Masonry are her signs, words, anl
tokens; these the oath regards, aud no more. The common language of
Masons in conversation on the subject of Masonry, is a proof that this
is the opinion of the Fraternity in respect to the application of the
oaths.” (Ward’s Freemasonry, p. 144.)

7 The following attestation will be valuable because it proceeds from
a non-mason. Provost Middlemas of Dunbar said on a public occasion,
“I am sorry to say that I have not the happiness of being one of the
initiated in the mysteries of Masonry. You must not, therefore, expect
me to possess that vivid inspiration which belongs to them alone. But
thus much I know, that the Fraternity is very numerous and respectable
—to be found in every kingdom—in every quarter of the world; and
consists of many noble patricians, many men of enlightened talent,
illustrious merit, and eminent consideration in all the various walks of
‘life. 'What the end and scope of this illustrious institution may be has
been most religiously kept a secret from age to age,” &c. (F.Q.R.,
vol. ix. p. 445.)

8 They have had too much confidence in the good principles of indi-
vidual members of the fraternity, to entertain the most remote idea of
any public breach of Masonic fidelity ; knowing that the holy book
which crowns the pedestal of their Lodge, directs them to preserve their
faith. Thus Solomon says, (Prov. xi. 13), “a talebearer revealeth
secrets; but he that is of a faithful spirit, concealeth the matter.”
Again he says (Ib. xxv. 9, 10.) “Discover not a secret to another ; lest
he that heareth it put thee to shame, and thine infamy turn not away.”
And the son of Sirach says, (Eccles. xli. 23) “ be ashamed of iterating
and speaking again that which thou hast heard; and of revealing
secrets.” In like manner Freemasonry teaches that “ to betray a secret
trust is the greatest baseness that can be committed. It is like the
treachery of an assassin who stabs bis adversary when unarmed, and not
suspicious of a foe.” After this what Brother of sound judgment and
strict morality, who values his reputation in this world, or his salvation
in the next, would venture to reveal the secrets of Freemasonry ?
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advanced both in individual - utility and popular esti-
mation. They have bestowed a passing glory on the
Masonic world, like a beam of light illuminating a dark-
ened atmosphere.” The establishment of the library and
museum, by the Grand Lodge a few years ago,* is an

™ Thus in 1769 the Duke of Beaufort, G. M., gave his sanction to
Calcott’s “ Candid Disquisitions.” In 1775 Lord Petre, G. M., and the
rest of the G. Officers patronized Hutchinson’s “ Spirit of Masonry ;”
in 1781, the same liberal Grand Master allowed Preston to dedicate his
* Illustrations” to him ; a privilege which H. R. H. the Duke of Sussex
repeated in 1820. In 1804, Bro. Daniell dedicated his “ Masonic
Union” to the Duke of Atholl, G. M.; and in the same year the Earl
of Dalhousie, G. M. of Scotland, sanctioned the publication of Laurie’s
« History of Freemasonry.” In the next year the Grand Chapter of
Rhode Island gave a public sanction to Webb's “ Masonic. Monitor ;”
and the G. M. of Tennessee extended his patronage to Tannehill’s
“ Manual.” In 1806 the “ Orations” of Dr. Dalcho—himself the G. M.
of an American Grand Lodge, and K. H.; P. R. S. Sov. Grand In-
spector General of the 33rd, and Lieut. Grand Commander in the U. S.
of America, were sanctioned and recommended by the original Chapter
of Prince Masons of Ireland. In 1813, Bro. Harper, D. G. M. inscribed
his edition of the “ Ahiman Rezon” to the Duke of Athol, G. M. In
1814, H. R. H. the Duke of Sussex, G. M. received the dedication of
Dr. Ashe’s “ Masonic Manual.” In 1817 several Grand Lodges and
Chapters strongly recommended the Rev. Salem Town's “ System of
Speculative Masonry,” which had so successful a run, that the first
edition of 4500 copies was exhausted in five years. About the same
time the G. L. of Maryland issued their sanction to the publication of
Cole’s “ Freemason’s Library,” which is, in fact, its. Book of Constitu-
tions. Hardie's “ New Freemason’s Monitor” was recommended by the
twelve presiding Officers of the Lodges of New York; while the
“ Masonic Chart and Lectures” of Bro. Jeremy L. Cross, published in
1826, were approved and recommended by all the Grand Lodges in the
United States. In the same year H. R. H. the Duke of Sussex, G. M.,
permitted the author of these lectures to place the  Signs and Symbols”
under his protection; which were patronized also by H. R. H. the
Duke of York ; the Duke of Leinster, G. M. for Ireland, and numerous
G. and P. G. Officers.

# Thus noticed in the F. Q. R. for 1841. « This desirable acquisition
to Masonic interest has at length assumed some degree of importance.
It is high time to sink the mtre Profession of Science, in the determina-
tion to give proofs of our acquirements, and to refresh the mind by a
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existing proof of the liberal policy exhibited by the late
Grand Master on this important subject. The idea
emanated from a vote of thanks, which was passed in
1834, in Grand Lodge, to Dr. Crucefix, the Editor of the
Freemasons’ Quarterly Review, for his able advocacy
of the Masonic Charities in that periodical.®* Thus an
extensive and official patronage of Masonic publications
is not without many noble precedents.”? And it was the
countenance afforded by these examples which induced
the author of this work to devote the entire leisure of
a long life to the service of Freemasonry.

The present times are distinguished by a general
anxiety to produce a mental edification, and the melior-
ation of society in all its grades.® In conformity with

recreative study. Limited as may have been the deposits, yet to the -
number of the individuals contributing the collection is highly creditable.”

& In 1835 the Earl of Durham, D. G. M., thus eulogized the same
valuable Miscellany. ¢ He could not conclude his observations without
acknowledging the great assistance derived by that Institution, and by
others of a similar nature, from their advocacy by a comparatively new
publication, that was in every respect creditable to Freemasonry. He
meant the Freemasons’ Quarterly Review. He had never doubted that
such a publication might obtain literary repute, by giving currency to
the talent possessed by many Masonic Brethren ; and glad was he to find
that it not only mirrored the ability so amply shared by Freemasons, and
expounded the benefits shared by the Craft; but that it had become an
eloquent advocate to supply the wants of Freemasonry.” The same
opinions have been expressed by the Grand Lodges of Scotland, Ireland,
India, America, and the Colonies,

# These high-minded men have acted on the principle expressed by
the Son of Sirach, in this pithy observation, which I have placed at
the head of my Introductory Observations : “ Wisdom that is hid, and a
a treasure that is not seen, what profit is in them both ?” (Eccles. xli. 14.)

& An increasing intelligence produces a more intense desire to receive
new information ; and the improvement of science, which, in the time of
our forefathers, was confined to the higher classes of society, has spread
itself amongst the middle grades, and has even descended to the opera-
tives, who, in those ages, were seldom endowed with the simplest elements
of knowledge ; and few cases existed where a mechanic, or agricultural
labourer, could either read or write.
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this prevailing taste, Freemasonry must and will become
a subject of open investigation.* And to be justly
appreciated it must be perfectly understood. It is
evidently the duty of our rulers therefore, both supreme
and subordinate, to use every means at their command to
direct the public taste into a legitimate channel ;* lest
their neglect be converted into an argument unfavourable
to the existence of the Masonic edifice.® It is, however,

8 The above writer in the London Magazine places Freemasonry
amongst the first class of problems sub judice. He says, “there is a
large body of outstanding problems in history, great and little, some
relating to persons, some to things, some to usages, some to words,
&c., which furnish occasion, beyond any other form of historical
researches, for the display of extensive reading and critical acumen.
In reference to persons, as those which regard whole nations;—e» g.
what became of the twelve tribes of Israel? Who and what are the
gipsies? Or those, far more in number, which regard individuals; as
the case of the Knights Templars—of Mary Stuart, &c., &c. Among
the problems of this class, there are not many more irritating to the
curiosity than that which concerns the well-known Order of Free-
masons.”

® Sir John Doyle entertained the same opinion in favour of an institu-
tion, whose basis, he said, in a speech before Grand Lodge, when the late
Marquis of Hastings was presented with a splendid jewel previous to his
departure to India, “is to fear God, to honour the king, and to love
one’s neighbour as one’s self; an institution whose principles, if univer-
sally diffused, would tend to calm those angry storms that agitate and
convulse an affrighted world, and man would no longer be the bitter
enemy of his fellow man.”

% Such were undoubtedly the private views of H. R. H. the Duke of
Sussex. He was a true Mason, and nothing gave him greater pleasure
than to see the genuine principles of the Order disseminated amongst the
fraternity at large. His whole Masonic life affords indubitable proofs of
it. He loved to see the science investigated and traced to its source.
Its history, antiquities, morality, and science, were objects of his own
incessant study ; and his wish was that the Brethren might be, one and
all, enlightened on these important subjects. The best method of
neutralizing the assumptions of quackery, is by the inculcation of sound
and sterling truth. And mauokind being in possession of the clear and
crystal streams of knowledge, will not search for information in the foul
and muddy kennel of charlatanerie and imposture.
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too securely based to be easily overthrown. But surely
it would be better to guide the enquirer into a right
path, than by endeavouring to suppress his desire for
information suffer him to stray into devious courses, which
may terminate in error and absurdity.”

Thus it is to be presumed that in the highest quarters
the opinion is entertained, that the greater facilities are
afforded for enquiry, the more likely is the science to
maintain its proper dignity of character;® while if it be
encircled with the shades of obscurity, it may, like the
mole, blunder on in darkness,” and never show its Light
before men, that they might see its good works, to the
glory of Him in whose name it is founded, and whose
splendour illuminates its deepest and most sublime mys-
teries.

8 The Earl of Durham observed, in a specch at Freemason’s Hall in
1835: “until lately, the proceedings at Masonic communications in
Grand Lodge, were mere promulgations, and registrations of the edicts of
the Grand Master; but there has arisen, of late, a spirit of enquiry
worthy of our glorious profession, that has found its way into our
legislative assembly, that has brought about discussions upon most
important subjects, and has been happily marked by an especial pro-
priety of conduct, and by the exercise of great intellectual powers. I
have sincere pleasure in stating my conviction, that the Grand Master,
so far frem viewing these proceedings with either distrust or jealousy, is
gratified to know that they have taken place.”

8 Bro. Drinkwater, D. P. G. M. for Laucashire, in a speech before the
P. G. L. at Liverpool in 1840, observed that ¢ thLe spread of the princi-
ples of Masonry would be the means of putting down all the acerbity
and rancorous feelings that now distract society, whether political or
religious.”

8 The more fair Virtue’s seen, the more she charms.
Safe, plain, and casy, are her artless ways;
‘With face erect, her eyes look straight before ;
For dauntless is her march, her steps secure.
Not so pale Fraud ;—now here she turns, now there,
Still seeking darker shades, secure in none;
Looks often back, and wheeling round and round,
Sinks headlong in the danger she would shun.
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HISTORICAL LANDMARKS

AND OTHER

EVIDENCES OF FREEMASONRY.

LECTURE I

PRELIMINARY.

GENERAL VIEW OF THE LANDMARKS OF MASONRY FROM
THE CREATION TO THE FEARFUL DISPLAY OF DIVINE
VENGEANCE AT THE UNIVERSAL DELUGE.

¢To maintain the gresent standing of our Order; to secure its
vigorous existence, and extend its benefits, depends upon the vigi-
lance with which we watch over its concerns, and the means we
employ to preserve its ancient Lanpmarks from innovation, and its
principles from corruption, and upon the efforts we make to transmit
them unimpaired to posterity.’—WiLkiNs Tannemr, Esq., G.M.
Tennessee.

Ovur intelligent Brother Hutchinson, who was W.M.
of the Lodge of Concord at Barnard Castle, seventy
years ago, has incidentally expressed an opinion, which
it is to be regretted, he omitted fully to establish by a
train of reasoning which his knowledge of the subject -
would have rendered conclusive. He says, ¢it is not
to be presumed. that we are a set of men, professing
religious principles contrary to the revelations and
doctrines of the Son oF Gob,! reverencing a deity by
the denomination of the god of nature, and denying
that mediation which is graciously offered to all true
believers. The members of our society at this day, in
the third stage of Masonry, confess themselves to be Chris-
tians? The veil of the temple is rent—the builder is

g*
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smitten—and we are raised from the tomb of transgres-
sion.”

Our authorized Lectures furnish such a series of
Proofs in support of this opinion, as can scarcely be
ound in the details of any other human institution;
for Freemasonry as now practised is a speculative and
not an operative institution; although it is admitted
that both these divisions might be blended in ancient
times® The evidences of the above fact run through
the entire system, and are equally conspicuous in every
degree.* Nor is their nature obscure, or their applica-
tion of doubtful character; for they are the very proofs
on the stability of which our faith must stand or fall.?
These evidences are miracles and prophesy; and if we
find instances of both these kinds of testimony in the
lectures of Freemasonry, and those instances point
solely and exclusively to one event, it must be admitted
that as the arrangement is systematic, the conclusion
will be logically correct.® And should that one event
be the main prop and pillar of the Christian religion,
and all the historical facts which have been introduced
mto our lectures bear an undoubted reference to it;
then we may justly claim for the institution a higher
merit than is contained even in its science and morals.
It will occupy the sublime station of being received as a
code of types which embody the great plan of human
redemption, and identify the Shekinah of sublime Ma-
sonry with Jehovah, or the Tetragrammaton—Jehovah
with the Jewish Messiah—and the Jewish Messiah with
Jesus the founder of Christianity.

The most prominent facts which Freemasonry incul-
cates directly or by implication are these :* that there is
a God ;® that he created man and placed him in a state
of perfect happiness in Paradise;" that he forfeited this
supreme felicity by disobedience to the divine commands
- at the suggestion of a serpent tempter;" that to allevi-
ate his repentant contrition, a divine revelation was
communicated to him that in process of time a Saviour
should appear in the world? to atone for their sin, and

lace their posterity in a condition of restoration to his
avour ; that for the increasing wickedness of man, God
sent a deluge to purge the earth of its corruptions;?
and when it was again repeopled, he renewed his gra-
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cious covenant with several of the patriarchs;" delivered
his Eeople from Egypt; led them in the wilderness; and
in the Mosaic dispensation gave more clear indications
of the Messiah, by a succession of prophets extending
throughout the entire theocracy and monarchy; that he
instituted a tabernacle and temple worship,’* which con-
tained the most indisputable types of the religion which
the Messiah should reveal and promulgate; and that
when the appointed time arrived God sent his only
begotten Son® to instruct them,” who was born at
Bethlehem as the prophets had foretold, in the reign of
Herod (who was not of the Jewish royal line, nor even
aJew,) of a pure virgin of the family of David.

These facts are inculcated directly in the Lectures of
Masonry; and it is also implied that the Messiah taught
the doctrine of a resurrection from the dead, and a
future state of rewards and punishments. That he
exemplified his doctrines by his practice.’®* That he took
a few men under his immediate tuition, and left them to
instruct mankind after his death.” That after having
finished his ministry, he was crucified on one of the
peaks of the holy mountain; and that he rose from the
dead,® and appeared to his disciples, and having given
them full instructions what to believe and how to act,
he ascended publicly into Heaven, in the Shekinah of a
bright and impalpable cloud.

Hence in the investigation before us our attention
will be directed to various miraculous demonstrations
of the power of Jehovah, which have been interwoven
into the ordinary lectures of Freemasonry, identifying
the supernatural occurrences under the old dispensation
with those which ushered in the new.?® The Order
appears to have been instituted as a vehicle to preserve
and transmit an account of the miraculous dealings of
the Most High with his people in the infancy of the
world; for at that early period Freemasonry may be
identified with religion.® And the occurrences which
it embodies, being, many of them, at variance with the
common laws of nature, serve to furnish a series of
irresistible proofs that man is under the care of a
superior and superintending power, to direct him into
the way of truth and holiness; and in the infancy of
the world did not hesitate to display his glory by signs

e
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and wonders,® that his creatures might be taught to
fear him and keep his commandments.? :

Thus does Freemasonry give a distinet refutation to
the infidel and the deist.® Without any reference to
forms and modes of faith, it furnishes a series of indirect
evidences, which silently operate to establish the great
and general principles of religion; and points to that
triumphant system which was the object of all pre-
ceding dispensations; and must ultimately—so I most
devoutly Eelieve—be the sole religion of the human
race,® because it is the only religion in which the plan
of salvation is clearly developed.” :

The first series of historical facts after the fall of man
must necessarily have been traditional,”® and transmitted
from father to son by oral communication.® It will be
seen, therefore, that the history of the creation,® fall of
man, and the institution of a sabbath, all of which have
been embodied in Freemasonry,® with their attendant
circumstances, would be known to the race of Cain,® as
well as that of Seth. Cain, the eldest son of Adam, must
have repeatedly heard from his father an account of his
felicity in Paradise; of the two trees, of knowledge and
of life ; of the familiar communion with angels, and with
the Deity himself, which was vouchsafed to the first pair
while they retained their innocence.®* He must have
been told of their unhappy fall by the machinations of a
serpent ; of their being driven out of Paradise, and all
return forbidden for ever.* He must have seen with his
own eyes the glorious appearance of the Shekinah, or
Jehovah, or Christ ; and we are assured that he conversed
with the Divinity when he was exiled from his native
land to colonize a distant and unknown country. From
these incidents a series of legends would be constructed,
which he would communicate to his children ; and hence
chey would descend, with various degrees of fidelity,
through the generations of his race to the Deluge. And
there would doubtless be added many additional circum-
stances which are now lost.>

Such of the legends as were communicated orally
would be entitled to the greatest degree of credence;*
while those that were committed to the custody of sym-
bols, which, it is probable, many of the collateral legends
would be, were in great danger of perversion,” because
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the truth could only be ascertained by those persons
who were entrusted with the secret of their interpreta-
tion. And if the symbols were of doubtful character,
and carried a double meaning, as many of the Egyptian
hieroglyphics of a subsequent age actually did,*® the
legends which they embodied might sustain very con-
siderable alteration in sixteen or seventeen hundred
years, although passing through very few hands.®

In the more virtuous race the same process would pre-
vail; and we are acquainted with some collateral cir-
cumstances which distinguished these pious men, that
must have been thus transmitted, because Moses has not
recorded them.® Now the truth could scarcely fail to be
correctly communicated amongst the children of Seth,
and carried down even to the time of Abraham, to
whom the original promise of a mediator given to Adam,
was formally and circumstantially renewed. Adam lived
till Lamech the father of Noah was fifty-six years of
age.!! Methusaleh also was cotemporary with both Adam
and Noah ; aud it is therefore impossible to doubt but the
record of facts which occurred in the earliest ages of the
world would be accurately transmitted, for there was
only one link between the first and last man of the old
world.®2  Again, Shem the son of Noah is said to have
lived with Abraham and Isaac; and, as some think, with
Jacob also. The traditions of ancient history would
thus be uninterruptedly carried down to Abraham there
being only two links between Adam and himself.®* And
lest these traditions should have been sullied with any
confusion in such a lengthened period, God thought
proper to repeat the covenant, and to confirm it by the
establishment of circumecision.

A consideruble number of years before the Deluge, the
two races of Seth and Cain, which for ages had been kept
separate by habits and propensities that would not
assimilate,” and perhaps by a perpetual warfare, became
unnaturally blended together; and hence by mutual
communicatior, the legends would sustain some ultera-
tion by the process of adapting the traditions of one race
to the customs and institutions of the other;* and in a
course of years much confusion would ensue, and the
evidences would be weakened by a distortion of the
facts. The apostacy would be gradual ;¥ but the truth
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would still be understood by those who retained their
fidelity. The number of these decicased with every
generation, till none remained to preserve the correct
version of these legends but Noah and his family.# They
would doubtless be acquainted with all the deviations,
and be able to separate truth from error; and it is to be
regretted that one of his sons propagated the worst
features of both systems amongst {;is descendants, out of
which himself, or his immediate posterity, formed an
institution, which I call, by way of distinction, the spurious
Freemasonry, and this alienated the services of men from
their Maker.®

The Freemasonry of the antediluvian world is neces-
sarily dependent on tradition. The few hints which we
collect from the first chapters of Genesis, form indeed
the foundation of our legends; but they are too much
restricted in their facts to afford any certain direction for
the formation of an opinion on the details, although the
essence of the system 1s there clearly pourtrayed.® It may
perhaps be sufficient for us to know that primitive Free-
masonry, so to call it, included a code of simple morals.
It assured men that they who did well would be approved
of God; and if they followed evil courses, sin would be
imputed to them, and they would thus become subject
to punishment.® It detailed the reasons why the seventh
day was consecrated and set apart as a sabbath, or day of
rest; and showed why the bitter consequences of sin
were visited upon our first parents, as a practical lesson
that it ought to be avoided. But the great object of this
primitive Freemasonry® was to preserve and cherish the
promise of a Redeemer, who should provide a remedy
tor the evil that their transgression had introduced
into the world, when the appointed time should
come. ’

This promise is of the utmost importance to Christian
Freemasonry, because it forms the basis of our hopes of
happiness in another and a better world. And therefore
the serpentine emblem of Masenry has been introduced
with great propriety, because it not only reminds us of
what we lost by the departure of our first parents from
che path of rectitude, but is a bright symbol of Hope ;
for the promised Deliverer will open the gates of Heaven
to his Exithf'ul followers by bruising its head,* and they
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shall enter triumphantly, trampling on its prostrate
body.

T)l'le wickedness of the antediluvians, in their abandon-
ment of the worship of God, and the practice of morality,
at length swept them oft from the face of the earth by
the waters of a deluge.® But no sooner was the earth
repeopled than the same vices began again to prevail;
and for the purpose of preventing another watery de-
struction, the inhabitants determined to build a tower
which should serve them as a defence against a repetition
of the calamity.® It was in vain. Their design was
frustrated, their language confounded, and themselves
dispersed over the whole face of the earth.*

NOTES TO LECTURE I

t The late P. G. M. for Cambridgeshire, who was also one of H. R. H.
the Grand Master’s domestic chaplains, in a letter to me says, that
“ Masonry assimilates itself, and blends more aptly with Christianity
than with any other religion upon earth.” .

* There is scarcely a Masonic writer of any age but has given a dis-
tinct testimony to the same effect.—See the “ Star in the Ilast,” chap. ii.

3The “Encyclopedia Americana,” art. Masonry, derives the Order
from the Collegia Artificum of the Romans ; and says its members were
introduced into this country by the kings Alfred and Athelstan, to build
castles and churches. “They then uunited, under written constitutions,
proceeded upon the ancient constitutions of the Roman and Greek
colleges, and the provisions of the civil law. ‘Their religious tenets
being often objects of suspicion to the orthodox catholics, and often
differing among themselves, were not allowed to obtrudein their meetings,
and were of course kept secret. Secrecy, moreover, was the character of
all the corporations of the middle ages; and down to the most recent
times, the corporations of mechanics, on the Kuropean Continent, had
what they called Secrets of the Craft;—certain words, or sometimes
absurd ceremonies, by which they preterded to know each other. To
this it must be added that the corporations of architects, in the middle
ages, were descended from antiquity, so that their societies had received,
in the times when the Romans adored all gods, and listened to all philo-
Boghical systems, impressions derived from the Greck philosophical
schools, particularly the Stoic, united with some fragments of the Egyp-
tiana’ mysteries, and subsequently modified, by notions acquired in the
early times of Christianity, particularly from gnostics, which led to certain
doctrines anu sacred ceremonies, clothed in symbols, avd constituting their
esoteric mysteries.”
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4 It is a point of great importance that the Masters of Lodges attend
to the inculcation of science and morals, as displayed in the authorized
Lectures of the Order. I am afraid there is considerable scope for im-
provement on this practice, in most of our provincial Lodges. I have no
doubt, if the attention of the Brethren were called, by a series of plain
illustrations from the chair of the Lodge, to the beauty and utility of our
Lectures, but an honourable ambition would be excited, and their regular
delivery and scientific explanation permanently secured. The excellent
Preston says—* Those who accept offices and exercise authority in the
Lodge, ought to be men of prudence and address, enjoying the advan-
tages of a well cultivated mind and retentive memory. All men are
not blessed with the same powers and talcnts ; all men, therefore, are not
equally qualified to govern. He who wishes to teach must submit to
learn ; and no one can be qualified to support the higher offices of the
Lodge, who has not previously discharged the duties of those which are
subordinate. Experience is the best precepior. Every man may rise
by gradation, but merit and industry are the first steps to preferment.”

% The old Lectures on the Knightly Degrees go directly to establish
this fact. After treating on the five pointsin the history of our Saviour,
thei go on to say, that by his birth we learn that the day-star of mercy
hath risen to conduct our feet in the paths of truth and peace. By his

life we learn the virtues which we ought to follow, he being “ the way,
the truth, and the life.” By his death we are instructed that the rigour
of the law is satisfied, wherein standeth our redemption.” By his resur-
rection we behold a triumphant conquest over sin, death, and hell, wherein
standeth our justification. By his ascension we learn that he has gone
before, to prepare a place for his faithful followers, according to his
mlgst gracious promise, that where he is, there shall his servants be
also.
¢ Freemasonry i8 an iv...itution sui generis. No other society can be
compared with it. It exists solely of itself. It eclipses all the institu-
tions and orders in the world, which ever have been, are, or shall be,
Christianity alone excepted. The numerous attempts which have been
“made at different periods, to expose it to public derision, and destroy its
existence, have all signully failed. Every attack has produced an effect,
contrary to the wishes and anticipations of its projectors. The most
vindictive assault has tended to “enlarge the place of its tent; tostretch
forth the curtains of its habitation; to lengthen its cords, and strengthen
its stakes.” (Isai. liv. 2.) Like Gray's virtuous peasant,

It keeps the noiseless tenor of its way ;

and rejoices in the unsullied happiness of doing good. The Monthly
Magazine of 1840, says of Freemasoury, “ You may ennoble, exalt, en-
large, and purify her ; but she is stamped with the seal of immortality,
and you will never crush or annihilate her.”

And yet, in point of morality Freemasonry exceeds every other
human institution, and yields the palm only to our most holy religion.
In the old Lectures, we were taught that the three stcEs usually delineated
on the Master’s floor-cloth were emblematical of the three principal stages
of human life, viz., youth, manhood, and age. In youth, as Entered
Apprentices, we ought industriously to occupy our minds in the attain-
ment of useful knowledge; in manhood, as Fellow Crafts, we should
apply our knowledge to the discharge of our respective duties to God,
our neighbour, and ourself; that so in age, as Master Masons, we may
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enjoy the happy reflections consequent on a well spent life, and die ir the
hope of a glorious immortality.

® Dr. Dalcho, an American Grand Master, solemnly declares: X
highly venerate the Masonic institution, under the fullest persuasion, that
where its principles are acknowledged, and its laws and precepts obeyed,
it comes nearest to the Christian religion, in its moral effects and influ-
ence, of any institution with which I am acquainted.”

2 This is the first admission of a candidate before initiation. He avows
bis belief and trust in God ; and it is on that avowal alone that his
admission amongst us is based.  If he refuse to acknowledge the heing
of a God, he would be at once rejected ;. but on the receipt of a solemn
declaration that he puts his trust in God, the chief officer of the Lodge
expresses his satisfaction, and tells him that where the name of God is
invoked, no danger can possibly ensue.

Y The six J)criods of Creation form a subject of illustration in our
Lectures ; and introduce the consideration of the hebdomadal period of
time as a pursuit congenial with the will and pleasure of the Creator.

11 And hence the serpent forms a distinguishing and expressive emblem,
in the sublime degrees of Freemasonry.

13 This promise, its reference and fulfilment, is the great mystery of
Freemasonry. Some of our most sublime observances are founded upon
it, and the distinguishing tokens of recognition in one of the degrees,
refer ‘exclusively to that gracious interposition of the Deity in behalf of
fallen man; and by virtue of one of mese significant signs, if we pros-
trate t urselves with our face to the earth, it is to supplicate the mercy of
our Cteator and Judge; looking forward with humble confidence to his
holy promises, by which alone we hope to pass through the ark of our
redemption into the mansions of eternal bliss and glory.

3 From this awful event two distinct degrees have emanated, which
fully describe its causes and consequences. The entire system of the
Stpurious Freemasonry was modelled on the Deluge. There is no part
of the Mosaic records which receives more abundant ccnfirmation from
foreign testimony, than the account of this event. And the causes will
not be difficult to explain. The first planter of a colony, when it had
swelled into a nation, was worshipped as a deity by his successors; and
to him was usually attributed a series of actions and adventures which
really happened to Noah, the general father of mankind, and federal head
of all the nations upon earth. For this reason he was adored by the
Greeks under the name of Saturn, and fabled to be the original planter
of the vine. As he was preserved amidst the destruction of all the wicked
inhabitants of the antediluvian world, so Jupiter is feigned to have
destroyed the Titans. Noah rode triumphantly over the waters of the
Deluge ; and hence, under the name of Neptune, he was reputed to sway
the trident of the ocean. Inclosed in the dark and dreary womb of the
ark, like Pluto, he was esteemed sole monarch of the gloomy region of
Tartarus. These instances are equally curious and interesting, and they
are capable of extension almost indefinitely. Thus Janus was depicted
with two faces looking in opposite directions ; because Noah beheld two
separate worlds. He entered the ark to escape the fury of the waters;
and Osiris was said to have been placed in a similar vehicle to avoid the
rage of Typhon, a personification of the sca. Prometheus was feigned
to steal fire from heaven, as Noah kindled the first sacrificial fire after
the flood, probably from a condensation of the sun’s rays. Hercules was
fabled at one time to have traversed the ocean in a scyphus or covered
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boat; and at another to have been enclosed in the belly of a monstrous
fish. In Hindoostan, Brahma was represented in the earliest times as
floating at large, like Noah, on the surface of the wide waste of waters,
in the calyx of the lotus, before the dry land appeared. ‘The Chinese
Fohi was encircled with & rainbow at his new birth from the ark ; and
Noah was favoured with a sight of the same symbol, as a token of exemp-
tion from a second diluvian visitation. T'o close these comparisons, apd
bring this long note to a conclusion, the British god Hu, and the Ame-
sican Manco Capac, like the patriarch Noah, were each preserved during
a general inundation—gave laws to their respective nations—and
taught mankind the benefits of agriculture, and other useful prac-
tices.

1 Purticnla:!{v at the offering of Isaac on Mount Moriah, when it
pleased the Lord to substitute a more acceptable victim in his stead. And
in the remarkable vision of Jacob, when journeying toward Mesopotamia
to avoid his brother’s wrath ; both of which form subjects of discussion
and remark in the Lectures of Masonry.

8 ««We understand,” says Willet, (Hexap. Exod., p. 629,) “by the
three parts and divisions of the tabernacle, the orders and degrees of the
church. First, the whole company of the faithful and believers, as the
people were admitted into the outward court ; secondly, the calling of the
ministers of the Gospel, of the apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, as
there entered none into the Holy Place but the priests; thirdly, as none
had access into the Most Holy Place, but the high priest, so in him is
represented our high priest Jesus, who only made a way for us by the veil
of his flesh into Heaven. Hereby also are shadowed forth three degrees
of the church. By the court where the altar of burnt offering was, the
church under the Old Testament is signified which had the sacrifice of
beasts. By the holy place where the candlestick was set, and the table
of shew bread, is set forth the Church of Christ militant here in earth,
which is nourished by the word of God, and the sacraments. By the
most holy place is shadowed forth the kingdom of Heaven, where we
shall enjoy the sight and presence of the angels.”

16 The old lectures stated this fact in so many words, but in the modern
revisions it has been improperly omitted. The passage now is simply as
follows : “Thus was the kingly power restored in the person of Zearub-
babel, who sprang from the royal line of David and the tribe of Judah ;
uor was a vestige thereof again effaced until after the destruction of the
sity and temple by the Romans, under Titus, in the year 76 of the present
era; thus verifying the remarkable prophecy of Jacob, delivered in
Egypt above 1000 years before, that the sceptre should not depart from
J ugah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come.”

17 A worthy brother and friend, now, alas! no more, who was a mem-
ber of the Grand Stewards’ Lodge, wrote to me in 1825, and concludes
his letter by saying, that  if Masonry be unconnected with Christianity
it is not worthy of the support of any Christian man. Without Christ1-
anity it would be of no value whatever.”

18 The prayers of Freemasonry are almost all offered up in His name.
"I'hus in the first prayer of the first degree, the aid of the Almighty is
invoked, that the candidate “may dedicate and devote his life to his
service ; and that he may be the better enabled to display the beauties of
godliness to the honour of his holy name.” The prayers of opening and
closi:ﬁhave the same reference. Formerly one of the prayers at open-
ing a R. A. Chapter concluded with these words : “ this we most humbly
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beg, in the name and for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord and
Saviour.” In another place the Redeemer was recognized under the
comprehensive title applied to him by Daniel the prophet—THE ANcIENT
oF Davs. In a certain part of the ceremonies of the Knights of the
Red Cross, the Lord’s Prayer is repeated. In other of the military
degrees, prayer is made to God “for the sake, and in the name of His
atoning Son.” It will be needless to adduce any farther proofs of this
assertion. The whole system of Freemasonry is full of Christianity
either in type or reality ; and no one, in the use of his sober reason, can
entertain any doubt of the fact.

1 Several of the higher degrees are essentially Christian, particularly
the 30th, according to the Continental arrangement, which is called the
Grand Elected Knight of K—H, or the White and Black Eagle. This
degree is most sublime; and in it the Illustrious Grand Commander
gives a general history of the Masonic Order; its progress, its decline,
and the manner in which it was preserved in the early ages of Christianity,
till the time of the crusades; from which period its existence m:X be
distinctly proved by historical evidence. This degree was founded for
the express purpose of preserving the ancient traditions of Masonry, and
showing in what way they are connected with our most holy faith.
There is another degree of a similar nature, which is called the Prince of
the Royal Secret ; the ostensible object of which is to show how ancient
and modern Masons were united during the crusades under one grand
commander, that their energies might be simultaneously directed against
the Infidels who had established themselves in the Holy Land.

® These facts are recorded in the degree of Knight Templar in the
following passage: “The belief of a resurrection from the dead was
embraced both by Jews and Christians. At the time when our Saviour
appeared in Judea, the doctrine of a resurrection was one of the principal
tenets of the Mosaic religion, and it was received by the whole nation
except the sect of the Sadducees. They entertained, it is true, some
ridiculous notions on the subject. Some of them believed that the
[sraelites only shall rise again at the last day; others confine the privi-
lege to the pious Jews only ; others maintain that the body will undergo
a second death after the resurrection, and that the soul only will enter
into paradise. There are some that believe that none can partake of a
happy resurrection unless he be buried in the land of Canaan ; and hence
proceeds their universal desire to die in their own country. One of the
greatest arguments of the truth of Christianity is drawn from the resur-
rection of our Saviour; the particulars of which have been transmitted
to us so accurately by the four Evangelists, as to make the evidence of
this important truth amount to demonstration.” And nothing can more
clearly prove the distinct reference of Freemasonry to Christianity than
that the doctrine of the resurrection is so distinetly inculcated in the
third degree.

3t They were equally manifestations of the Divinity—performed by the
same agent, and directed to the same end ; for Christ is the same yester-
day, to-day, and for ever. Miracles are an unexceptionable evidence of
a present Deity, and produce conviction without the use of argument.
Tllx)ey constitute a testimony of truth which the Cowan is unable either
to gainsay or resist. And having been vouchsafed, on numerous occa-
sions, to uphold the true system of Freemasonry, as practised by tho
Patriarchs and their descendants, were eagerly imitated by the heathens,
in their spurious institutions; and the hierophant, like the High Priest
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of Israel, was deemed to be the vicegerent of the gods, and the bearer of
divine messages to their worshippers.

% It must not, however, be imagined that Masonry is a system of
religion at the present period. Nothing can be further from the truth.
Such a supposition would reduce it to the level of a religious sect, and
utterly destroy its universality. It embraces a view of all the main facts
connected with the great me of human redemption; but leaves the
Brethren to arrange these facts as may suit their own individual
opinions. This is the doctrine of the first ancient Charge.

% And thus Freemasonry exhorts her children : “ Whenever we seriously
contemplate the glorious work of the Creation, how ready and cheerful
ought we to be to offer up our fervent adoration to the Great Architect
of the Universe, who hath never left himself without a living witness
amongst men,” &c. The illustration is so well known, that it will be
quite unnecessary to insert it here.

% For this purpose, he manifested himself in clouds and earthquakes,
and thunder, and fire; to show that with a word he was able to shake
the elements—to calm the raging of the sea—to translate believers to
heaven without subjecting them to death—to heal the sick—to punish
sinners, by the infliction of divers diseases and sundry kinds of death—
and to restore animation to the dry and mouldering bones of the dead.

% Bro. A. Grant, Esq., the G. Sec. of the Grand Lodge of India, in an
excellent address to the Fraterunity, says: * Freemasonry is mysterious
because it is an admitted anomaly in the history of the earth. ithout
territorial possessions—without any other coercing power than that of
morality and virtue, it has survived the wreck of mighty empires, and
resisted the destroying hand of time. Contrast the history of Free-
masonry with the Kist.ory of the nations of the world, and what is the
result? The Jews, God’s favoured people, into whose custod{ Masonry
was first entrusted by its Divine Author, where are they now? A race
of waunderers, scattered over the face of the globe. And the stupendous
and magnificent structure, the Temple, at once their glory and the
wonder of the world, where is it now? Not one stone left upon another.
Babylon, in her day, the queen of nations, has fallen never to rise again.
Egypt, with her kings and philosophers—classic Greece, and imperial
Rome, we now find but occupying their page in the history of the
world. But Masonry, at this moment, shines throughout the world with
as bright and undiminished a lustre, as when first revealed by God to
man.”

% Hatchinson and his followers are of opinion that the Third Degree
is exclusively Christian. I am not prepared to concur in this unlimited
assertion. Masonry was originally patriarchal ; and in the hands of the
Jews, like their own dispensation, was a clear type of Christianity ; but
I am persuaded, the Master Mason’s Order was practised before the
incarnation of Christ; although it is freely admitted that the modifica-
tion, and even the details, might be different. The legend would
probably be the same, although we have no proof of the fact, but its
reference would certainly vary. The question, however, will be discusscd
at large in a subsequent Lecture. )

# In pursuing the investigation of this important principle, I have
arranged the Lectures in the order of the consecutive Degrees of Masonry;
which will afford me the advantage of blending our legendary notices
with the facts that are recorded in scripture history, and bring both to
bear upon the subject with additional force.

~

——
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" 13 The Mahometans have a ridicalous notion that when the breath of
vife was breathed into Adam's nostrils, and had reached down to his
heart, though the lower part of his body was unanimated, and' nothing
but a lump of clay, he attempted to rise lll}J, and not being able to sup-
port himself, was much bruised by the fall.

% It is admitted that we are in possession of numerous legends which
are not found in holy writ; but being of very ancient date, are entitled
to consideration, although their authenticity may be questioned, and
their aid rejected. I shall not, however, in any case, use their evidence
as a prima facie means of proving any doubtful proposition, but merely
in corroboration of an argument, which might probably be complete
without their aid. Our system of typical or legendary tradition, adds to
the dignity of the institution by its general reference to sublime truths,
which were considered necessary to its existence, or its consistency ;
although some of the facts, how pure soever at their first promul%ation,
may have been distorted, and perverted by passing through a multitude
of hands, in their transmission down the stream of time, amidst the
political fluctuations of the earth, and the downfall of mighty states and
empires.

] In the Royal Arch Degree, Christ is acknowledged to be the Archi-
tect or Creator of the Universe. The words of the prayer are: “Almighty
God, who art the sole Architect of the Universe ; at whose command the
world burst forth from chaos,” &c. These words cannot possibly refer
to any being but Him “by whom all things were created,” (Col. i. 16.)
even Jesus Christ the Saviour of men.

! Freemasonry contains a legend of a Cubical Stone, which was in-
scribed with a mystical diagram that represented the Sacred Name, and
was possessed of many virtues. It informs us that this stone was in the
possession of Adam in Paradise; and that he held it in the highest esti-
mation, because it bore the sacred characters, and reminded him of that
sublime and holy Being, wlio had been his friend, his companion, and
glide, in that delightful place. On this stone he made his offerings to

od, when the divine promise of a mediator, who should bruise the head
of the reptile which had caused his defection from innocence, was formally
revealed to him, that he might not entirely sink under the oppression and
misery in which a sense of deserving God’s displeasure had involved him.
On the same holy altar he offered a sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
at the birth of his children.

3 A degree has been formed respecting Cain, which is called the
Knight of the Black Cross.

® «In the Masonic system we are not only taught something of the
history of the material world, but numerous facts pertaining to the
moral, which are infinitely more important. Such is the apostacy of our
first parents. This melancholy event is explicitly brought to view in so
many words, and so strikingly represented, as scldom to fail of making
deep and lasting impressions on the heart. The wretched, and destitute,
and deplorable situation of Adam, which was the fruit of his disobedience,
are affectingly exhibited by the most lively Masonic representations.”
(Town's Spec. Mas., p. 71.) :

3 «The mysteries of the Cabala were, according to the Jews, origin-
ally taught by the Almighty himself to Adam in the Garden of Paradise.
In them, they assert, are wrapped up the profoundest truths of religion,
which, to be fully comprehended by finite beings, are obliged to be
revealed through the medium of allegory and similitude ; in the same



418 HISTORICAL LANDMARKS

manner as angels can only render themselves visible upon earth, and
palpable to the senses of men, by assuming a subtle body of refined matter.
All the patriarchs of the ancient world had their separate angels to in-
struct them in these mysterious arcana ; and Moses himself was initiated
into them by the illustrious Metatron. This cabalistic knowledge, or
knowledge traditionally received, was, during a long revolution of ages,
transmitted verbally down to all the great characters celebrated in
Jewish antiquity, among whom both David and Solomon were deeply
conversant in its most hidden mysteries. Nobody, however, had ventured
to commit anything of thiskind to paper.” (Maur. Ind. Ant., v. 4. p.548.)

% Thus it 13 said by some of the most ancient writers, that Adam had
thirty-three sons and twenty-seven danghters.

% And it will be found zy the reflecting Mason that in evel'}}7 legend
there is a mystical reference which does not appear on the surface; an
application, which even our Lectures do not notice, to events that ought
to have an influeuce on our conduct in every situation of life.

3 A distinction must here be made between the legitimate symbols of
the pious race of Seth,and those which were subsequently adopted by the
apostate race of Cain. The meaning of the former coulc{ not be pervert-

Amongst our antediluvian brethren they were at first but few in
number ; increasing as time advanced and occurrences took place which
were esteemed worthy of preservation. The Shekinah—perhaps the
cherubic forms—the serpent—the altar, or cube—probably the point
within a circle—the equilateral triangle to represent the sacred name—
might be the most ancient symbols. These would be succeeded by the
rainbow—the dove—geometrical signs—the ladder ; and still more re-
cently biy{' Tillars, globes, the pot of manna, the beehive, the sword and
human skull, the tan cross, with all the symbolical devices painted on the
banners of the Twelve Tribes. They were types or signs of moral and
religious duties, or of events in the patriarchal history, which were thus
recorded and perpetuated by oral communication.

38 The symggls of the spurious Freemasonry were, most of them, in-
vested with two or more interpretations; and the same emblem had a
different meaning in every degree; while the symbols of the true Free-
masonry which we practise, are constant and uniform, and embody truths
which are not liable to perversion or mistake.

3% Thus the symbol of Cain’s punishment remains to this day uncer-
tain. Some think he had a mark on his forehead ;- others that hé was
blasted by lightning ; others that he was consigned to a perpetual drunk-
enuess, staggering and tumbling about, a butt for the mirth and derision
of all beholders. Some believe that he was haunted by his brother’s
ghost. “ Umbra fratris tui quem occidisti, persequitur te ubique.” And
hence it has been an uniform opinion throughout all antiquity, and is not
yet extinguished, that all murderers are haunted by the ghosts of their
victims.

% « What instruction,” says a ¢elebrated Masonic writer, “ can be more
beneficial than an accurate elucidation of symbolical mysteries which
tend to embellish and adorn the mind? Kvery thing that strikes the
eye, more immediately engages the attention, and imprints on the memor
serious and solemn truths; hence Masons, universally adopting this
method of inculcating the tenets of their Order by typical figures and
allegorical emblems, prevent their mysteries from descending into the
familiar reach of inattentive and unprepared novices, from whom they
might not receive due veneration.”
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4 «After the sun had descended down the seventh age from Adam,”
says an ancient Masonic MS., “before the Flood of Noah, there was
born unto Mathusael the son of Mehujael, a man called Lamech, who
took unto himself two wives; the name of one was Adah, and the nane
of the other Zillah. Now Adah, his first wife, hare him two sons, the
one named Jabal, and the other Jubal. Jabal was the inventor of
geometry, and the first who built houses of stone and timber ; and Jubal
was the inventor of music and of harmony. Zillah, his second wife,
bare Tubal Cain, the instructor of every artificer in brass and iron ; and
a daughter called Naamah, who was the first founder of the weaver's
craft.”

2 This is an important consideration ; because a tradition could have
little chance of perversion by passing through the haunds of one single
person only, from Adam to Noah.

4 « One of the best and most valuable euds,” says a learned writer,
“which longevity would answer was, the transmitting of knowledge,
particularly of religious knowledge, to mankind. And thus, before
writing was invented, or any such easy and durable mode of conveyance
was found out, a very few men served for many generations to instruct
their posterity, who thus would not be at a loss to consult living and
authentic records.”

# An Arabian writer, cited by Selden, says, that the children of Seth
had sworn by the blood of Abel, that they would never leave the moun-
tainous country which they inhabited to go down into the valley where
the children of Cain lived. And he further informs us, that the induce-
ment, to violate their oath was, the beauty of Naamah and the music of
Jubal. It appears from this record, that the Cainites spent their time
in music, dancing, and other amusements, by which the children of Seth
were tempted to intermarry with them. A general pollution ensued,
and the Flood was provided to destroy both.

4 Which would tend to the deterioration of true, and the success of
the spurious Freemasonry, until “ the wickeduness of man was great in
the earth, and every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only
evil continually. And it repented the Lord that he had made man on
the earth, and it grieved him at his heart.” (Gen. vi. 5, 6.)

 Sale, in his Introduction to the Koran, says that the Arabs had five
ancient idols, called Wadd, Sawa, Yaghtith, Yadk, and Nasr. These are
said to have been antediluvian idols, which Noah preached against, and
were afterwards taken by the Arabs for gods, having been men of great
merit and piety in their time; whose statues they reverenced at first with
a civil honour only, which in process of time became heightened to a
divine worship. (Prelim. Dise., vol. i. p. 24.)

4 The degeneracy of mankind became so great, and their perversions
of pure antediluvian Masonry so grievous, that, according to our tradi-
tions, Enoch feared the genuine secrets. would be lost, and swallowed up
in the predicted Deluge. To prevent which he hid the Grand Secret,
engraven on a white oriental porphyry stone, in the bowels of the earth ;
and being ap%rehensive that the morality and science which had been
embodied in Freemasonry with such care would be absorbed in the
general destruction; to preserve the principles of the science, he built
two pillars near the spot where they were concealed, with an inscription
in hieroglyphics, importing that near it was a precious treasure which
bad been dedicated to God.

* Berington says, “ it is to be feared, that as there were wicked men and
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unbelievers before the Flood, among the descendants of Cain, if not ali
of them, since they are expressly distinguished in the Scripture from the
sons of Grod ; and though the Scripture does not specify idolatry amongst
their crimes, as it doea not several other crimes of which they might be
guilty, it is certain they did not worship the true God. The three sons
of Noah were grown men before they entered the ark, and Ham was a
very wicked person. He was conversant, very likely, with the wicked
Aescendants of Cain, when even the descendants of Seth had been cor-
tupted by them before the Deluge came on. Ham might learn his
wickedness from them, and might justly be reputed as the second author
of idolatry before the building of Babel, as his descendants were imme-
diately after.” (Dissert. p. 415.)

© Bro. Rosenberg, in a communication to the Freemasons’ Quarterly
Review refers to the cabalistic book of Raziel. “Now, the word
Razicl,” he says, «if divided into two, (its component parts,) produces
Ruzi-el, that is to say, the divine mysterics. This book also informs us,
that Adam was the first to receive these mysteries. Afterwards, when
driven out of Paradise, h¢ communicated them to his son Loth; Loth
communicated them to Knoch; Enoch to Mecthusalem ; Methusalem to
Lamech ; Lamech to Noil; Noih to Sem; Sem to Abraham; Abraham
to Isaac; Isaac to Jacob; Jacob to Levy; Levy to Kelhoth; Kelhoth
to Amram ; Amram to Moses; Moses to Joshua ; Joshua to the Elders;
the Elders to the Propiets ; the Prophets to the Wise Men ; and then from
one to the other, down to Solomon. In this book is also found the sign
of distress, with very little difference between it and that of the Free-
masons.” (F. Q. R. vol. ix. p. 28.)

® Gen. iv. 7. The selfsame doctrine of responsibility is inculeated in
our Third Degree. The virtuous brethren are rewarded, while the wicked
receive a punishment which is the just portion of their demerits.

™ The universality of Masonry is thus described, by a Masonic writer
of the last century: “Leaving holy ground, we trace Masonry amongst
the Eastern Magi, and in the renowned learning of Egypt. From
whence, like other sciences, taking a westerly direction, it was brought
by that European apostle of Masonry, Pythagoras, from whose propaga-
tion it reached the British Isle. Its principles were respected and
disseminated by Brahmins, philosophers, artists, and saints, and diffused
the light of science to the remotest corners of the earth. It tanght
natural religion, philosophy, subordination, and arts, on the banks of the
Ganges, in the hieroglyphies of Egypt, the sanctuaries of Eleusis, the
schools of the sages, and the caves of the Druids.” From an Address to
the Brethren of St. John's Lodge, at Lancaster, by the Rev. James
Watson ; inserted by Stephen Jones in the Masonic Essayist. T'he editor
adds, as a note to the above, that Frecmasonry was probably introduced
into Britain long before the time of Pythagoras, from the western
population of Japhet, or the emigratious from Asia, under Odin,
:l}og and Magog, &c. Witness Stonehenge, &c., temples to those early

eities.

% In the coins of Constantine, we find the Labariuam, or banner of the
cross, surmounted by the sacred monogram, erected on the body of a
zrostrate serpent. A striking emblem of Christianity triumphant ; and

caring an undoubted reference to the promise made to Adam after his
unhappy fall. ‘

5 1n the Spurious I'reemasonry, the Deluge was shadowed forth by a
series of significant symbols, which were placed connectedly in the
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heavens, forming a curious system, which was explained to the initiated
aspirant. These astronomical allegorics, form a strong link in the chain
of undesigned evidence to substantiate the truth of our Sacred Writings ;
for the disposition of certain catasterisms in the southern hemisphere,
referred equally to the Deluge and to the process of initiation into the
mysteries, where that awful event was per‘pctuated by commemorative
rites and hieroglyphical representations, which embodied all the most
prominent facts recorded by Moses, relative to the submersion and con-
sequent purification of the earth on which we dwell.

% This event is embodied in & Degree called the Noachites, or Prus-
sian Chevaliers, of which the following is the legend : “ The descendants
of Noah, notwithstanding God had appointed the rainbow as a token of
the covenant that he would not again destroy the earth by an universal
deluge, resolved to erect an edifice, which, by its height, should place
them beyond the reach of divine vengeance. For this purpose they
assembled together in the extended plain of Shinar. They laid the
foundation and carried on the building for ten years; at which time God,
seeing their pride, determined to interfere. He confounded their
language, and by this simple process, put an end to the design. Hence
the tower was called Babe!, which signifies confusion. Some time afte:
this, Nimrod began to establish degrees of rank amongst his subjects
which had not existed before. Ife built the city of Babylon, and
arrogatd to himself the honours of divine worship. It wason the night
of the full moon, in the month of March, that God confounded their
language. And therefore the Noachites held their great meetings oun
that particular night; and their common monthly meetings were only
held when the mnoon was at full, and they used no other light in their
Lodges. After the language was confounded, and the people obliged
to separate, each tribe pursued his own course. Peleg, who suggested
the plan of this tower, and had been the Grand Architect during its con-
struction, being struck with the force of conscience, condemned himself
to a most rigorous penance. He migrated with his followers to the
north of Germany, after having suffered great miseries, and encountered
great dangers in passing the mountains and plains, in his way thither. In
that part of the country which is now called Prussia, he took up his
residence. Here he built a triangular temple, where he enclosed himself,
that he might be at leisure to worship God, and implore him to pardon
his transgression. In the course of excavation in the salt mines of
Prussia, A. p. 553, there was discovered, at the depth of fifteen cubits,
the foundations of a triangular edifice, in the centre of which was a small
pillar of marble, on which the above history was inscribed in Hebrew
characters. A tomb was also found, in which an agate stone was
encrusted, containing these words: ¢ Here were deposited the ashes of
the Grand Architect of the Tower of Babel. God showed him mercy
because he humbled himself.” These monuments are in the possession of
the King of Prussia.”

& Sir William Jones is of opinion that the primary language is entirel
lost. He says, it appears that the only human family after the Flom{
established t{mmselves in the northern parts of Iran, (that is, Persia);
that as they multiplied, they were divided into three distinct branches,
the I iian, the Arabian, and the Tartarian, each retaining little at first,
and lusing the whole by degrees, of their common primary language.”
And to these three roots, namely, the Hindoo, the Syriac, and the
Tartarion, he traces all the languages in the world

4






LECTURE II
PRELIMINARY.

GENERAL VIEW OF THE LANDMARKS CONTINUED, FROM
THE DELUGE TO THE BENIGNANT DISPLAY OF DIVINE
MERCY AT THE ADVENT OF JESUS CHRIST.

“The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from be-
tween his feet, until Shiloh come ; and unto him shall the gathering of
the people be."—GExEss, xlix. 10.

“ Faith is the evidence of things not seen, the substance of things
hoped for. This characteristic quality, when borne with full force upon
the mind, will resolve itself into a vision, and bring us to that ethereal
mansion above, where the just exist in perfect bliss to all eternity ; where
we shall be for ever happy with God, the Great Architect of the Uni-
verse, whose only Son died for us, and rose again, that we might be jus-
tified through faith in his most precious blood.”—E. A. P. LECTURE;
from the Economy of Human Life.

THE divine promise which f~*ms the ground of Chris-
tian Freemasonry, was renewed to Abraham and his
seed' on several occasions: for he united in his own per-
son the three dignified offices of king, priest, and prophet;
and was therefore an especial type of Christ.? IHence
the framers of our system of Freemasonry have been
careful to remark, in the Lectures, the most prominent
circumstances which gave rise to those revelations; viz.
the birth of Ishmael and Isaac, with the rejection of the
former as being the son of a bondwoman, and conse-
quently not entitled to inherit the privileges of the
freeborn. These constitute landmarks in Masonry, and
occupy such a station as to prevent the possibility of
being overlooked.* But, as ifp for the purpose of placing
the true reference of the system beyond the power of
misinterpretation, or mistake, the typical event which
represented, in a dramatic form, the crucifixion of Christ,
has been constituted one of the Grand Offerings which
are used to consecrate the floor of our Lodges. And the
Holy Mountain Moriah, where this transaction occurred,
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forms a peculiar subject of illustration throughout all
the degrees of Masonry.* _
Freemasonry has been careful to celebrate another re-
markable appearance of the Shekinah, or Christ, which
was vouchsafed to Jacob when the promise was again
renewed to him. This constitutes one of the three prin-
cipal visions which are recorded in the Sacred Writings;
and it is worthy of note that they are all preserved in our
Lectures. These were, the vision of the Ladder,® the
Burning Bush, and that of the Cherubim, revealed to
Ezekiel the prophet, during the Babylonish captivity.®
Another important occurrence, which has been embodied
into Freemasonry, is the bondage of the Israelites in
Egypt; and the circumstances attending their deliver-
ance; which, from the Burning Bush’ to the establish-
ment of the Theocracy, are particularized with a solem-
nity, that appears to imply a desire to impress some
important truth, connected with these events, firmly on
the mind. Now, the most momentous proof which pre-
sents itself to our notice, in connection with the Egyp-
tian captivity, is the repetition of the Promise made at
the Fall, by the patriarch Jacob, at the point of death,
under the influence of divine inspiration. He foretold
that the continuance of Judah’s power should extend be-
yond that of the other tribes; and that the Messiah
should come before its expiration. The time of his
coming was to precede the departure of Judah’s sceptre.
Judah is represented as a lion gorged with his prey, and
crouching in his den with a sceptre between his feet ;—
a sceptre which none should ever wrest from him, until
He came into whose hands it could be safely placed.?
These facts and prophecies have not been embodied in
Freemasonry as matter for our amusement merely; but -
to induce a spirit of research amongst thinking Brethren,
that our nnble science might sustain its high reputa-
tion, and pr :serve a corresponding influence over human
affairs. Freemasonry is termed a system of morality and
science ;? but it is something more—it is the vehicle of
important predictions; and while it preserves the great
truths by which the destinies of created beings are influ-
enced, it traces them, by a gradual, but certain process,
to that mysterious developement of the Divine scheme
for man’s redemption, which was accomplished on the
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cross.!.  And therefore, the cross, in Christian Masonry,
is a symbol of life.

We commemorate the deliverance from Egyptian
bondage by the situation of our Lodges;? and the station
of its chief officers, and by the two pillars of the holy
porch. The first indication of this deliverance was an-
nounced to Moses'® while he tended the flock of Jethro,
his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, at the foot of
Mount Horeb. The incident has been carefully preserved
in our Lectures. He saw a bright fire! burning in one
of the bushes which grew on this mountain, which was
a place of such peculiar sanctity as to be called in Scrip-
ture ¢ the Mount of God.”*

In this deliverance we again find an indisputable refer-
ence to Jehovah, the Messiah, or Christ, in the pillar of
a cloud, and of fire, of which the above named pillars in
a Mason’s Lodge,'® are the legitimate symbols. This
pillar, which bore the character of a dense cloud by day
to screen the people from the burning rays of the sun,
in that inhospitable wilderness where they were domes-
ticated forty years; and of fire to give them light by
night, accompanied their wanderings from the first day
of their departure from Egypt, to their final establish-
ment in the Land of Promise.” The introduction of
these events into Freemasonry could have no other refer-
ence, at their original promulgation, but to the same
autitype, which the Jews call the Messiah, and Christians
the Redecmer of mankind.®

The next chronological fact noticed by the Lectures of
Masonry, is the erection of the Tabernacle in the wilder-
ness.” They give a brief description of the causes
which led to the building of this sacred edifice; and par-
ticularize many of the details with a minuteness which
proves that it was intended to embody and convey some
information of greater importance than the simple know-
ledge of the materials used in their construction, or the
appendages, however costly, by which it was sanctified
aud adorned.® Now, the Tabernacle, and its accompany-
ing ceremonies of divine worship, fiom the Ark of the
Covenant and Propitiatory, and the High Priest in his.
pontifical robes, down to the insignificant pillars and

planks which formed its boundary fence, were all sym-
olical of a better dispensation, which should be institu-

+
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ted by the promised Messiah,* to constitute the religion
of mankind.2 It follows, therefore, that the introduction
of this circumstance into Freemasonry, could have had
no other design than to direct the attention of the
Brethren to those beneficial revelations of God’s will, in
the system of Christianity which involve such essential
advantages.®

During the tedious wanderings of the Israelites, the
system of Freemasonry adopted many and expressive
symbols, which are still retained.* And they all bear a re-
lation to the promises of future glory to their nation in the
person of the Messiah. The banners of the tribes were
of this character. And the four principal ones displayed
the emblems of the cherubim,” as they were subsequently
revealed to the prophet Ezekiel in a vision, which was
intended to be a lucid representation of the Shekinah, or
Christ.® That of Judah was a LioN, because, according
to the voice of prophecy, the Messiah was to be a Lion
of the tribe of Judah, which prediction was amply veri-
fied in Christ. Reuben’s device was a maN,” Ephraim
bore on his standard an ox, and Dan an EacLeE.2? Thus
the Ark of the Covenant, placed in the Holy of Holies,
surmounted by the cherubim of the mercy-seat, and sur-
rounded on all sides by these four standards, is aptly
~ompared, in the language of Masonry,® to a triumphal
niilitary chariot, in which the Shekinah, Jehovah, or
Christ, in his character of King of kings, and Lord of
lords, fought against the enemies of his people, and con-
ducted them, by a series of remarkable and almost
bloodless victories, into the Land of Promise.

The Urim and Thummim in the Pectoral of the High
Priest, was another radiant symbol by which Jehovah,
during the continuance of the Theocracy, condescended
to communicate his will.® Before the Israelites were
permitted to inherit the country assigned to them by
covenant from Jehovah to their ancestor Abraham, a
compound symbol, which was afterwards introduced
into Freemasonry, was publicly exhibited as a type of
salvation. I refer to the Tau Cross and Serpent.®® The
Israelites were subjected to a plague of serpents as the
punishment of sin; and on their repentance Moses
was directed to elevate a serpent of brass, that who-
soever looked on it might be saved. Here we have
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auothe: type of Christ in Freemasonry; and Christ
applied it to himself by such a plain reference as to
silence cavil and dispute. ‘As Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness (on the Tau Cross), so shall
the Son of man be lifted up” by means of a similar
instrument.® Hence the Cross became an emblem of
life and salvation; and being, in a higher degree
tripled amongst ourselves,® signifies the Tetragram-
maton, or Him who made the worlds, even the author
of our redemption—Jesus Christ.*

Passing over many intermediate landmarks for the
sake of brevity,® all of which, however, will meet with
due attention in their proper place, as they sustain a
proportionate rank in the Lectures of Masonry; we
come to the second Grand Offering on Mount Moriah,
which lends its aid towards the consecration of the
Mosaic pavement.® Here we are favoured with another
appearance of the Angel of the Covenant, the word of
God, as a messenger of mercy. It was on this spot
that Jehovah appeared, when David had offended him
by numbering the people, to destroy the inhabitants of
Jerusalem ; but on the sincere contrition of the humbled
monarch, he stayed his hand—put a stop to the pesti-
lence which raged amongst the people—and saved them
by an efficient mediation.

Thus far the evidences of Freemasonry appear clear
and decisive in their reference to the establishment of
Christianity in the world;¥ nor do they fail when the
third Grand Offering becomes the subject of our investi-
gation. At the dedication of the temple® by King
Solomon,® the Shekinah appeared and filled the whole
building,® so that the Priests could not stand to
minister by reason of the Cloud which concealed him
from their sight. And the Shekinah resumed its place
in the sanctuary, and remained there as a symbol of
God’s perpetual presence and protection to the Israel-
ites," till the Temple was destroyed by the Chaldeans;
when it was withdrawn never again to appear on
earth,* till it assumed the human form to bruise the
serpent’s head, in fulfilment of the Promise made to
Adam, by destroying the works and domination of the
devil, and revealing himself as the resurrection and
the life.
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The Temple worship was modelled on the same plan
as that of the Tabernacle; but was administered with
a great accession of splendour and costly magnificence ;

~ that the people might not be led astray by the superior
process of decoration and ceremony which distinguished
the Spurious Freemasonry of the idolatrous nations by
which they were surrounded;® and theréfore the types
and observances retained precisely the same reference
as has been already explained of the Tabernacle; a
consideration of which will be instituted at large, in the
Lectures on that particular subject, which forms a pro-
minent topic in the discussions attached to the Third
Degree of Masonry.*

The glory of Solomon’s temple was great, for the
Deity had taken up his abode within its walls, although
secluded from human observation. But the second
temple,® as enlarged by Herod, exceeded it in glory.
This was predicted by the prophet Haggai, when the
temple of Zerubbabel was in progress.® ¢ The glory
of this latter house shall be greater than of the former,
saith the Lord of hosts; and in this place will I give
peace.”” The glory here spoken of referred to the
completion of the covenant made with Adam and the
patriarchs, in the person of Jesus Christ, who appeared
in this temple, visibly, in the presence of all mankind.
His glory, or Shekinah, manitested itself at the incar-
nation, baptism, transfiguration and ascension. In
the first temple he was in the cloud;—in the second,
ne made his appearance openly as ¢the brightness of
God’s glory, and the express image of his person.”

- Thus the Free and Accepted Mason, by the judicious
exercise of his reason and judgment, may discover in
the science a clear corroboration of the truth of his
religion. Let him examine carefully any of its spiritual
doctrives, and he will be at no loss to discover that
they all correspond with those of Christianity, and,
equally with the historical facts, which have been
considered of sufficient importance to constitute Sacred
Landmarks of the Order,* point to the appearance of
a Saviour in the world to atone for human transgression,
and teach mankind the way to heaven.?

If Freemasonry be the conservator ‘of such momen-
tous and valuable truths in the secret arcana of its
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mysteries,>—and that it is, we have not only its own
internal evidence to prove, but testimonies of numerous
learned and pious Brethren might be quoted in great
abundance to the same effect,”’—it is not surprising
that in these days of superior piety and intelligence it
should so rapidly increase in ub{ic estimation ;* and
be practised by the wise anl good, not merely as a
source of rational amusement, but as a means of pro-
moting the blessings of morality and virtue amongst
maunkind, and augmenting a respect for the institutions
of religion.® By its aid the legislature may inculcate a
due observance of the laws, and secure peace and good
order amongst the community, by promulgating a rever-
ence for the four cardinal virtues;—the philanthropist
may disseminate beneficially the amiable qualities of
Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth;—the Christian
pastor may increase his sphere of usefulness by the
inculcation of the three theological virtues,® and the
general principles of Christianity ;—the man of letters
may improve his taste and enlighten his understanding
by the details of science which are the grace and orna-
ment of the Order.

The greatest’ lights of Christianity entertained these
opinions.  Melancthon, Husse, Wolsey and Locke,
Ashmole and Newton, Wren and Dodd, Warren and
Desaguliers, Anderson, Hutchinson, Preston, Dalcho,
Franklin, Washington, and many other great, learned,
and scientific men,® whose names grace our records,
and have been immortalized in their productions, were
zealous Masons, and contributed to the stability and
usefulness of the Society in their several ages. These
were not ordinary persons, and their codperation serves
to advance the reputation of Freemasonry,” because
they would scarcely have given up their time and talents
to its practice, if it had been an institution of doubtful
tendency, or a science devoid of rational entertainment
and instruction. . But considered as a society in which
science is made conducive to morality, and historical
facts embody plain references to the truth of our holy
religion, it may be pronounced worthy the Fatronage*’"
which has been conferred upon it by wealth, talent,
and learning, in every age of Christianity.

4*
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NOTES TO LECTURE II.

1 In fact, until the time of David, the inspired writers used the word
seed solely in reference to the Messiah. In the New Testament he is
styled the Son of Man, or the Son of God ; but in the Old Testament it
is uniformly the seed of the woman, the seed of Abraham, &c. St. Paul
places this in a clear light when he says, (Gal. iii. 16,) “ now to Abraham
and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, and to seeds, as of
many ; but as of one; and to thy seed, which is Christ.” We read in
other places that he was also to be of the seed of David; and the very
opening of our gospels confirms it. The first verse of the first chapter of
St. Matthew says, that Jesus Christ was the son of David and the son
of Abraham.

3 There is a curious legend of Abraham in an ancient Masonic MS. in
the British Museum, (Harl. 1942) which is supposed to have been
written in the tenth century. It introduces, however, the anachronism
of making Euclid cotemporary with the Jewish patriarch. “Abraham
the son of Terah was a-wise man and a great clerk, and he was skilled in
all the seven sciences, and he taught the Egyptians the science of gram-
mar. Euclid was the pupil of Abraham, and in his time the river Nile
overflowed so far that many of the dwellings of the people of E%ly'pt were
destroyed. Euclid instructed them in the art of making mighty walls
and ditches to stop the progress of the water, and by geometry measured
out the land and divided it into partitions, so that each man might
ascertain his own property. It was Euclid too gave Masonry the name
of geometry. In his days it came to pass that the sovereign and lords of
the realm had many sons unlawfully by other men’s wives, in so much
that the land was grievously burdened with them. A council was
called, but no reasonable remedy was proposed. The king then ordered
a proclamation to be made throughout his realms, that high rewards
should be given to any man who would devise a proper method for
maintaining the children. Euclid dispelled the difficulty. He thus
addressed the king: ¢ My noble sovereign, if I may have the order and
government of these lords’ sons, I will teach them the seven liberal
sciences, whereby they may live honestly like gentlemen, provided that

ou will grant me power over them by virtue of your royal commission.’

his request was immediately complied with, and Euclid established a
Lodge of Masons.” (Halliwell. E?arly Hist. of Freemasonry, p. 7.)

3 In fact these are decided marks and tokens of the system; and
without them Freemasonry would be useless, and divested of every
reference that would raise it in character above any common convivial
society. :

4 This extraordinary occurrence was evidently a type or symbol of that
sacrifice, which, in an after age, should be offered up for the sins of the
world. Abraham was ready to yield up Isaac, the child of promise, at
the Divine command ; but God gave up his only-begotten Son. Isaac
carried the wood for the sacrifice to the top of Moriah ; and Jesus bore
his cross to the summit of Calvary, where he shed his blood as an atone-
ment for sin. Isaac submitted, without murmuring, to the will of his
father; and Jesus came voluntarily to execute what his Father directed,
saying, “ Lo I come tb do thy wifl, O God.” .
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* Thus we iiquratively eay in the Lectures, its foot resteth on the
Btole, and xts summit is lost in the cloudy canopy of heaven. By the
doctriues conmaiued in that holy book, we are taught implicitly to believe
in the dispensations of Providence, which enables us to ascend the first
step. This faith naturally creates a hope that we may become partakers
in the promises contained therein ; which enables us to ascend the second
step. But the third, and last, heing charity, comprehends the whole;
and he who possesses this virtue in its fullest extent may be said to have
arrived at the summit of the scictee; an ethereal mansion veiled from
mortal eye by the -starry firmament; which is depicted in a Masons’
Lodge by symbols with which no Brother can be unacquainted.

6 The Cherubim are considered of such importance to the system of
Freemasonry, that their component parts are exhibited in the official
seal of, I believe, all the Grand Lodges in the world. In that of the
Grand Lodge of England, the two large cherubims of Solomon are its
supporters, and the four figures are impaled with the Masons’ Arms on
the field. The crest is the ark of the covenant, on which the cherubim
wre again repeated as hovering over the mercy seat, to form the superb
trone of the Deity.

74« At the Burning Bush the Tetragrammaton was delivered to Moses.
The cabalistical theologists say, that when Moses asked the Lord if he
would tell him his name ; he received for answer, I oM THAT I AM; which
is equivalent to saying, what use is it to ask that which is inexplicable?
I am tHAT I AX, as the ancient sages say, meant, that as he was with them
in that captivity, so would he be in others ; and, therefore, he then revealed
to Moscs the Tetragrammaton ; and this he repeated, as he would manifest
himself by its representing the Ten Sovereign Lights; and by that
means would become known although veiled in them; because his
existence will ever be hidden from all, and cannot be explained by any.”
(Concil. vol. i. p. 111.)

8 The sceptre does not import dominion over the other tribes; nor
the term lawgiver, a person merely who enacts laws, but rather one
who executes and enforces them. It was foretold that this particular

ower should remain with Judah, after the other tribes should have
teen deprived of it; and that it should continue vested in persons
belonging to that tribe, till the Messiah should come; who 1s here
described by the term Shiloh. And the event corresponded exactly with
tke prediction.

# H. R. H. the Duke of Sussex, late G. M., thus describes our excel-
lent institution: “Masonry is one of the most sublime and perfect
institutions that ever was formed for the advancement of happiness,
and general good of mankind; creating, in all its varieties, universal
benevolence and brotherly love. It holds out allurements so captivating,
as to inspire the Brotherhood with emulation to deeds of glory, such as
must command, throughout the world, veneration and applause; and
such as must entitle those who perform them to dignity and respect. It
teaches us those useful, wise, and instructive doctrines, upon which alone
true happiness is founded ; and, at the same time, affords those easy paths
by which we attain the rewards of virtue ; it teaches us the duties which
we owe to our neighbour, never to injure him in any one situation, but
to conduct ourselves with justice and impartiality ; it bids us not to
divulge the mystery to the public, and it orders us to be true to our
trust, and above all meanness and dissimulation, and in all our vocations
to perform religiously that which we ought to do.” (Preston. p. 290.)
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19 My estecmed friend and Brother, P. Vyvyan Robinson, Esq., D. P.
G. M. for Cornwall, in an Address to the Brethren at Falmouth, thus
describes our ancient Fraternity : ¢ Its profession,” be said, “ instructs
and enjoins us to worship and adore our Almighty Maker—to honour
and obey the sovereign of our country—to be peaceful and orderly in
our stations—diligent in our callings—upright and honest in our dealings
—obedient and respectful towards our superiors—gentle and condescend-
ing to our inferiors—merciful towards our enemies—considerate, mild,
and indulgent in our censures—kind, courteous, and obliging in all the
relative duties of life. Such, I would tell the world, are the tenets and
obligations of Freemasonry ; an institution unlimited in its numbers, and
scattered over every kingdom and republic of the earth. That so vast a
body should exist in such silence, peace, and tranquillity, and move with
such unvarying regularity, whilst to the casual observer it would ap}?ear
that no eye watches, nor hand directs its procedure, is the best proof of
its rigid adherence to principles, in their nature unchangeably advan-
tageous to mankind at large.” (F. Q. R., vol. viii. p. 85.)

1! The German illuminists of the last century could not evade this
couclusion, and therefore pressed it into their system, that it might be
overturned by artful sophisms, and delusive logic. “Jesus Christ,” they
said, ¢ established no new religion ; he would only set religion and reason
in their ancient rights. For this purpose he would unite men in a
common band. He would fit them for this by spreading a just morality,
by enlightening the understanding, and by assisting the mind to shake
off all prejudices. He would teach all men, in the first place, to govern
themselves. Rulers would then be needless, and equality and liberty
would take place, without any revolution, by the natural and gentle
operation of reason and expediency. This great teacher allows himself
to explain every part of the Bible in conformity to these purposes; and
he forbids all wrangling among his scholars, because every man may there
find a reasonable application to his peculiar doctrines. Let this be true
or fulse, it does not signify. This was simple religion, and it was so far
inspired ; but the minds of his hearers were not fitted for receiving these
doctrines. I told you, says he, but you could not hear it. Many therefore
were called, but few were chosen. To this elect were entrusted the most
important secrets; and even among them there were degrees of informa-
tion. There was a Seventy and a Twelve. All this was in the natural
order of things, and according to the habits of the Jews, and indeed of
all antiquity. The Jewish Theosophy was a mystery, like the Eleusinian,
or the Pythagorean, unfit for the vulgar. And thus the doctrines of
Christianity were committed to the Adepti, in a Disciplina Arcani. By
these they were maintained like the vestal fire. They were kept up only
in hidden societies, who handed them down to posterity.; and they are
now possessed by the genuine Freemasons.” “ This, however,” the Baron
Knigge continues, “is only a cloak to prevent squeamish people from
starting back.” And Weishaupt adds, as an instruction to his Generals,
¢ we must gradually explain this away as a pious fraud ;" for the ultimate
intention of illuminism was to abolish Christianity.

12« A great and mighty wind blew,” say our Lectures, “ first from the
East, to facilitate the passage of the Israclites over the Red Sea, in their
escape from Egyptian bondage ; and then from the opposite point of the
compass, which overwhelmed Pharaoh and his host in their attempt to
follow them ”

13 « Moses was possessed of knowledge superior to that of the Egyptian
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teachers, through the revelations and inspiration of the Deity; he had
acquired the comprehension of, and was instructed to decipher all the
Lieroglyphical characters used by that people in their records. It was
no doubt a part of the original knowledge to express by characters to the
eye, the thoughts and sentiments of the mind ; but this was obscured and
debased, in after ages, by symbols and hieroglyphics; yet by the imme
diate dispensation of Heaven, Moses attained a krowledge of those
original characters; by which he was enabled to reveal to his people,
and to preserve to posterity, the commandments of God, delivered to
him on the mount, by inscribing them on tables of stone. It is natural
to conceive that the Israelites would be instructed in this art, by which
the will of the Deity was communicated ; they would be led to write the
doctrines of their leader, and his expositions of the law, that they should
be preserved to their children ; and if we give credit to the observations
and conjectures of learned travellers, the written mountains remain
monuments of the peregrinating Hebrews to this day.” . (Hutchinson’s
Spirit of Masonry, New Edition, p. 38.) - o ey

4 St. Ambrose, speaking of the Shekinah which appeared to Moses at
the Burping Bush and declared his name, says, ¢ this was. the Son of
God, (meaning Christ,) who is therefore called both Angel and God,
that he might not merely be taken for him of whom are all things; but
he by whom are all things.”

15 This mountain was remarkable for seven memorable transactions.
The Burning Bush; the striking of the rock with the rod of Moses ; the
lifting up of Moses’ hands, by Aaron and Hur, which produced the
slaughter of the Amalekites; the delivery of the Law; the forty days’
abstinence by Moses ; the demolition of the two tables of stone, on sight
of the golden calf; and the supernal vision of Elijah.

16 Like the Palladium of Troy, they appear to have been essential to
the verl‘; existence of the temple and the Jewish polity. Thus, at the
time when the temple was abandoned by Jehovah, he is represented,
magnificently, as standing upon the altar, and commanding the angel of
destruction to strike the heads or chapiters of these two pillars, to produce
the total ruin of the Jewish state. (Amos,ix. 1.) As their destruction
was thus comprehensive and significant, so was their erection symbolical
of the magnitude and splendour of the Jewish nation under Solomon.
And this reference was embodied in their names.

17 It was the same Shekinah which expelled our erring parents from
Paradise—which appeared in terror at the universal Deluge—and on
several occasions to the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and to
Moses at the Bush; and now assumed a permanent form, and dwelt on
the pillar as the image of the glory of God. 'This a;l:pearance was no
other than the Tetragrammaton, or Word which is so highly celebrated
in many of the higher degrees of Masonry. ¢ This Word,” says Theo-
philus Antiochenus, “ by which all things were made, being the wisdom
and power of God, came into Paradise and conversed with Adam, who
is thus said to have heard the voice of God. Now God’s voice—what is
it else but the very Logos or Word, which is Christ the Son of God ?”

18 But what says Professor Robison to this? He says the higher
degrees are “ full of tinsel and glitter,” and have a pernicious tendency.
His words are : “ The homely Freemasonry imported from England, has
been totally changed in every country of Europe, either by the imposing
ascendancy of French Brethren, who are to be found everywhere ready
to instruct the world ; or by the importation of doctrines and ceremo.
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nics, and ornaments of the Purisian Lodges. FEven England, the birth-
place of Masonry, has experienced the French innovations ; and all the
repeated injunctions, admonitions, and reproofs of the old Lodges, cannot
prevent those in different parts of the kingdom from admitting French
novelties, full of tinsel and glitter, and high-sounding titles.” (Proofs
of a Conspiracy, p. 9.)

19 The heathen temples, copied from the tabernacle of Moses, are thus
described in the Arc];ueologue Atticee : “Their temples were of two
sorts, those sacred to their gods were called neos, or iera; and those
sacred to their demigods sekoi. But the word is promiscuously used by
the tragedians. Clemens Alexandrinus is of opinion that the first origin
of their temple was the erecting of an edifice to the honour of the
deceased. Cecrops buried in the Acro?olis; Ericthonius in the temple
of Minerva ; Polias, the daughters of Celeus in Eleusis, &c. They were
divided into two parts, the sacred and profane. Casaubon tells us that
holy water was set at the door of the temple, with which every one that
entered besprinkled himself, or was besprinkled by those that sacrificed.
But others gave written that it stood at the entrance of the adytum, into
which it was not lawful for any but the priests to come.” (Lib. 2. c. 7.)

% The Lectures of Masonry give a detailed account of the numbering
and registering of the tribes, after their deliverance from Egyptian
bondage : the form and situation of the camg); the construction of the
tabernacle with its appendages; the duties of the priests and Levites;
the banners of the 1wesz tribes; the wanderings in the wilderness; and
many other important particulars.

2 In a high Degree, called the Knights of the Rose Croix ﬁLe Cheva-
lier Rose Croix), a pelican is introduced among the emblems, as a
symbol of the Redeemer of mankind, feeding his children with his blood ;
or, in other words, shedding his blood for the salvation of man.

9 «'The great capacity of the court,” says professor Willet, (Hexapla
in Exodum, p. 624,) siiniﬁeth the amplitude and largeness of the
church, wherein both the skilful and unskiﬁ‘ul dwelling are pronounced
blessed ; as Psalm Ixiv. 5. ¢Blessed is he whom thou choosest, he shall
dwell in thy courts.’ It signifieth also, the length of it from East to
West, and wideness from North to South, the dispersing and propa-
gating of the church into all the world. The vcil set up at the entrance,
that all must not be admitted into God’s presence, but such as are pre-
pared with humility and repentance. The sockets and pins wherewith
the court was stayed, do show the church to be so confirmed and settled,
that the gates of hell cannot prevail against it. And the ornaments of
the pillars, do put us in mind of the divers graces of the spirit, which
the Lord hath bestowed upon his church, to every one in measure for
the edifying thereof.”

# The Abbé Barruel strongly censures that part of the system of
Freemasonry which prohibits religious discussion. These are the words :
“In the Masonic language, all the Lodges are but one temple represent-
ing the whole universe ; the temple which extends from the East to the
H&st, Jfrom the South to the North. They admit into this temple, with
equal indifference, the Christian or the Jew, the Turk or the Idolater, in
fine, without distinction of sect or religion. All equally behold the
light ; all learn the science of virtue—of real happiness; and all may
remain members of the Craft, and rise in its degrees up to that where
they are taught that all religious tenets are but errors and prejudices.
Though many Masons may view this reunion in no other light than that
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of universal charity and benevolence, which ought to extend to all man.
kind, whether Jew, Gentile, Idolater, or Christian; it is, nevertheless,
much to be feared that this reunion of error and falsehood only tends to
infuse an indifference for all religious tenets into the minds of the adepts,
08 a preparatory to the denial of all in the higher degrees.” (History
of Jacobinism, vol. ii. p. 285.)

% “'With respect to our symbols,” says my intelligent friend and
Brother Sharp, in his Oration at Warwick, it may be asked, why wear
we the figures of the sun and moon? Why is the emblem of Prudence
fixed in the centre of our Lodges? Why are we decorated with an
apron of snowy whiteness, and various jewels? The sun is an emblem
of all the great attributes of the Divinity ; and, together with the moon,
raises our thoughts to the Fountain of Truth; and though, in the lan-
guage of the Psalmist, they have neither speech nor language, their
voices are heard among them ; their sound is gone out into all lands, and
their words unto the ends of the world ;—thereby affording us, as excel-
lent lessons, to instruct men in the wisdom and goodness of the Creator,
as if they had an hundred tongues. These things indicate that the true
object of Masonry is to incite us to the performance of virtuous deeds,
the accomplishment of which testifies to the world that, as sons of Light,
we have dispelled the dark clouds that otherwise would have obscured
us; and that being no longer lost in the mists of hatred, malice, drunk-
cnness, and other heinous sins, which deﬁ-mde the mind, destroy the
body, and render the hereafter a dreadful source of anticipation, we

.prefer the labour of charity, benevolence, chastity, brotherly love, and
the exercise of every other Christian virtue.”

% «The twelve tribes had between them four principal banners or
standards, three tribes to one standard ; for which reason the church is
said to be terrible as an army with banners. The Hebrew word banner,
the Greek translateth order ; and so the Chaldee calleth it tekes, a word
borrowed of the Greek. Whence the Apostle taketh his phrase, every
man in his own order. Every banner was thought to be of three
colours, according to the colours of the precious stones in the breast-
plate, bearing the names of their patriarchs. But this proportion will
not hold in all, seeing Levi #who is not here among the other tribes)
was in the breast-plate one of the twelve; and Joseph there graved on
the beryl, hath here two tribes, Ephraim and Manasseh, unto whom two
colours cannot be allowed from the breast-plate. Each banner had his
several motto or inscription. In the first banner was written, from
Numbers, x. 25, ¢ Rise up, Lord, and let thine enemies be scattered ; and
let them that hate thee flee before thee.’ 1t is, moreover, taught by the
Hebrews, that each standard had a distinct sign engraven on it.”
(Godwyn’s Moses and Aaron, p. 250.)

% The old York Lectures illustrate the cherubim by a reference to the
customs and hieroglyphics of Egypt. They say, “ The Egyptian sphinx,
which was placed at the entrance of their temples, seems to have given
rise to two of the cherubical figures, exhibiting & human head on the
body of a lion ; although this was contrary to their usual custom, which
was to make the body of their image, or picture, human with the head
of an animal. The application which was made to each of the com-
ponent parts of the cherubim, was to signify a_different deity. It is,
therefore, probable that the Almighty condescended so far to the preju-
dices of tﬁe Israelites in Egypt, as to make use of the cherubim as a
symbolical representation of himself, in the character of the tutelary
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deity of the Hebrews and supreme lord of the universe, by appropriating
to himself those symbols by which the most celebrated deities of ‘the
heathen world were represented.”

27 The four parts of the cherubim are used by Ezekiel to describe the
nature of angels. The man to show his understanding; the lion- his
power ; the ox his ministry ; and the eagle to show his swiftness in exe-
cuting God's will. In the system of Christian hierogl,?hics, St. Mat-
thew was indicated by the man, because he commences his gospel with
the human extraction of Christ; St. Mark by the lion, because his
gospel begins with a voice, like the roaring of a lion, crying in the wil-
derness ; St. Luke by the ox, because he begins with an account of a

riest or minister ; and St. John by the eagle, because he soars aloft
In the spirit of inspiration, and commences his gospel with the divinity
of Christ.

2 An eagle beating the air with his wings, is an emblem, in one of
the superior degrees, of supreme power.

% Freemasonry teaches us to belicve that the universe is the temple
of the Deity whom we serve—he hath crowned the heavens with stars
as with a diadem—the earth he has planted as his footstool, &c. * The
Manicheans, who took exception to the Old Testament, said, that herein
it was contrary to the new, that God should dwell in houses made with
hands; whereas our Saviour saith in the New 'Testament, that Heaven
is God’s seat, and the earth is his footstool; there can be then no house
made for God to dwell in. This objection Augustine returneth upon
them again, showing that this testimony is first alleged in the Old Testa-
ment. Heaven is my throne, earth is my footstool, where is that house
that you will build for me? (Isai. Ixvi.1.) And, therefore, therein
the old Testament and the new concur, that God dwelleth not in temples
made with hands; and yet both in the old and new Testament God is
said to have his house. Therefore he concludeth, that it is so said and
taken to signify some other thing. God then is said to dwell in the
tabernacle, not because any place can comprehend his majesty, but be-
cause there it pleased Him, by some visible signs, to manifest His
presence.” (Willet's Hexagla in Exodum, p. 595.)

% The method by which this oracular intelligence was given is
unknown. Some think it was ascertained from the precious stones in
the breast-plate ; their splendour and brightness betoEening good, and
their darkness and opacity evil. Others say it was cffected by virtue of
the Tetragrammaton, which was placed behind it. While others, with
more probability, think that responses were delivered with an audible
voice, and in language so plain, as to be eatirely exempt from the possi-
bility of misinterpretation. The method, however, is not so much an
object with the Free and Accepted Mason, as the fact. Jehovah was
the king of the Israelitish people, and he issued his commands through
the medium of his vicegerent the High Priest, in an intelligible manner
by means of this oracular symbol.

3 The single Tau was & Jewish symbol. The Tau triplified, I am
persuaded, is Christian.

# Hence the Tau Cross and Serpent became authorised emblems both
of Judaism, Christianity, and Freemasonry. And it is thus illustrated
by Withers :—

-

‘When we above the Crosse can rise,
A Crowne, for us, prepared lios.
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A serpent raised above the letter Tau

Aspiring to a Crowne is figured here;

%ﬂphwhe;l&e a Chris(tiiun mo&:al we'xlllmy draw,
ich worth our regarding will appear.

For by those char%co?ere. mrie%, 1 see

Which way we must to happinesse ascend;

Fhen, by what means that path must clymed be

And what reward shall thereupon attend.

The Crosse doth show thiat suffering is the way;

The Serpent seems to teach me, that if I i

‘Will overcome, I must not then assay

To force it; but myself thereto applye

For by embracing what we shall not shunne,

‘We winde about the Crosse, till we arise

Above the same; and then what prise is wonne,

The Crowne, which overtops it, signifies.

% 'We have already said that English Freemasonry is confined to three
D>grees, including the Royal Arch. The Scottish Grand Lodge is more
particular on this point than we are. In its laws, (xix. 1,) an especial

rovision is made that “all Lodges holding of the Grand Lodge of

cotland, are strictly prohibited and discharged from holding any other
meetings than those of the three Orders of Apprentice, Fellow Craft,
and Master Mason, denominated St. John’s Masonry, and from giving
any countenance as a body, to any other order of Masonry, either by
paying or receiving visits, or by walking in the same procession or other-
wise ; under certification that such Lodges as shall act on the eontrary,
shalzll(:dbe struck from the rolls of the Grand Lodge, and their charter re-
ca "’ 5

3Vide infra, Lecture 37. The Count de Gebelin, in his Monde Primi-
tif, (tome iv. p. 596,) says that « throughout all antiquity the dove was
esteemed to be a symbol of the passive or fecundated principle ; and the
Cross or Tau, the active or fecundating principle. And they were per-
sonified under the names of Isis and Osiris, the moon and sun. These
symbols were used as marks of distinetion. Hence the Assyrians
exhibited a dove in their standard, and the Egyptian priests carried the
Tau Cross in their processions.” The latter subsequently became an
emb]lem of most extensive use and signification throughout the whole
world. .

®The intelligent Brother will understand that I allude to the battle
with the Ephraimites, thie origin of Geometry amongst the Egyptians,
the inscription of Joshua on one of the faces of the cubical stone ; of all
the noble achievements, and remarkable interpositions in favour of the
Jews, from the ‘time when they escaped through the Red Sea to their
entrance into the promised land, and the setting up of the Ark of God’s
Covenant at Sbilolin.
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®This may afford a reply to those who would insinuate that the floor
of our Lodges is a scene of riot and intemperance. If there be any
Lodges which indulge in excesses of this kind, and I greatly doubt the
fact, it is an offence against the standing laws and charges of Masonry.
For when the Lodge is called from labour to refreshment, which, under the

resent system, does not very frequently occur, the following ancient charge
18, or ought to be, rehearsed : “ You may enjoy yourselves with innocent
mirth, treating one another according to ability, but avoiding all excess,
or furcing any Brother to eat or drink be{lond his inclination, or hinder-
ing him from going when his occasions call him, or doing or saying any-
thing offensive, or that may forbid an easy and free conversation;
for that would blast our harmony, and defeat our laudable purposes.
‘Therefore, no private -piques or quarrels must be brought within the
door of the Lodvﬁféfar less any quarrels about religion, or nations, or
state policy, we being only, as Masons, of the universal religion above
mentioned ; we are also of all nations, tongues, kindreds, and languages,
and are resolved against all politics, as what never yet conduced to the
welfare qé'.the Lodge, nor ever will.” (Ancient Charges, vi. 2.)

% The P. G. Chaplain for Devon, the Rev. Brother 11, in his Ser-
mon before the P. G. Lodge, says; “ The precepts of the gospel were
universally the obligations of Masonry. So far from containing aught
that was inconsistent with the gospel, the love of the Brotherhood, the.
fear of God, and the honour of the Queen, were three of the brightest
jewels of Masonry—three of its richest ornaments—three of its first and
eading principles. In Apostolic days, all were not Israel that were of
Israel, neither, in these latter times, were all Christians who professed
the gospel ; nor was it a stigma on Masonry that the ill conduct of some
of its adherents disgraced a good profession. The Order remained un-
corrupted, and every unworthy Brother, whether high or low, commit-
ted a three-fold offence ; he disgraced bimself, brought dishonour on the
community to which he belonged, and hindered its profitable progress in
the world.”

3 'We have a Masonic tradition that the construction of this grand
edifice was attended with two remarkable circumstances. First, that
while the building was in progress, it did not rain in the day time, lest
the workmen should be obstructed at their labour; and secondly, that
ucither the sound of hammer, axe, or any other metal tool, was heard,
from the time of laying the foundation, to that of celebrating the cope
stone. The latter fact is confirmed by scripture.

®The old Lectures say, that Solomon assembled all the heads of the
tribes, the elders and chiefs of Israel, to bring up the Ark out of Zion,
where it had been deposited in a tabernacle by David, until a temple
should be built for its reception. When the temple was finished, there-
fore, the Levites were directed to bring it up. They delivered it into
the hands of the priests, who fixed it in its place in the centre of Holy
of Holies; for before the glory of the Lord had filled the house
the priests were Eermitted to enter ; but afterwards none but the high
priest enjoyed that high privilege. And he was only allowed to do
B0 once in every year, on the great day of expiation, and that after
repeated washings and ritual purifications : for by the Mosaic law, all
flesh was deemed unclean.

® Freemasonry records that this famous fabric was supported by four
teen hundred and fifty-three columns, and two thousand nine hundred
aud six piiasters ; all composed of the finest Parian marble. There
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were employed in its building three Grand Masters; three thousand
three hundred Masters, or overseers of the work ; eighty thousand Fel-
low Crafts ; and seventy thousand Entered Apprentices, or bearers of
burdens. All these were classed and arranged in such a manner, by the
wisdom of Solomon, that neither envy, discord, nor confusion, were suf-
fered to interrupt that universal peace and tranquillity which pervaded
the world at this important period.

4 The fsraelites regarded the temple and its precincts with the utmost
veneration. And in this particular they were imitated by the heathen.
“ So reverently did they esteem tne houses of their gods, that to do the
offices of nature in them, as is too frequently seen in our church-yards,
was considered an abomination, and in some countries punishable by law.”
(Arch. Attic. L. ii. c. 7.) “Of all the heathen, I never read but of Nero
only who, in anger, thus defiled the temple of Venus. The heathen
were exceedingly devout in this respect. - For it was usual among them
not only to worship the gods to whom the temples were dedicated, but
they did adore the ver{ temples themselves. Valerius Maximus instan-
ceth in one adoring Julius Ceesar, ‘I humbly beseech your most excellent:
majesty, by your altars, and by your most sacred temples, which I have
always worshipped.’ And Josephus speaks of such who did worship the
temple and the sacrifice. Minutius Felix showeth the opinion of the

agan Cacilius, that antiquity accounted their ceremonies and temples
oly.” (Kellet. Triceenium Christi, p. 553.)

4 This Shekinah, which was a token of God's especial presence among
his people, according to Bishop Patrick, was a very shining flame, or
amazing splendour of light, breaking out of a thick cloud. The Deity
appeared thus to Adam, to Abraham, to Moses, and at the above
solemn dedication of the temple. And it was once more renewed to pun-
ish the impious attempt of Julian to frustrate the prophecy of Christ by
rebuilding it, after its final destruction by Titus.

® Unfortunately, Solomon himself failed to preserve his purity in this
respect, but set an example, which was too faithfully copied by his suc-
(l:)essor. The history of his defection is preserved in one of our Ineffable

egrees.

# «The Mason, advancing to this state of Masonry, pronounces his
own sentence as confessional of the imperfection of the second stage of
his profession, and as probationary of the exalted degree to which he as-
pires, in this Greek distich, TvuBoyocw, Struo tumulum, I prepare my
scpulchre. I make my grave in the pollutions of the earth; I am under
the shadow of death. This distich has been vulgarly corrupted among
us; and an expression takes place scarcely similar in sound, and entirely
inconsistent in Masonry, and unmeaning in itself.” Such was the opinion
of Hutchinson. I differ.

% This was the origin of the degree which we call the Royal Arch.
A degree indescribably more august, sublime, and important, than any
which precede it ; and is, in fact, the summit and perfection of ancient
Magonry. It impresses on our minds a belief in the being of a God,
without beginning of days, or end of years; the great and incomprehensi-
ble All;ha. and Omega, and reminds us of the reverence which his due to
His holy Name.

4 It may be here, with propriety, remarked that, in America, the de-
gree of Royal Arch is arranged rather differently from the custom
amongst ourselves. I have before me a copy of the Constitutions of
* the General Grand R. A. Chapter of the Northern States of America.”
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And they provide, that each Chapter shall consist of a high priest,
king, scribe, captain of the host, principal sojourner, R. A. captain,
three grand masters, secretary, treasurer, and members.

“The most prominent Masonic emblem in the American system,
according to the authority of W. L. Stone, and I consider his testimony
valuable when it is in favour of the Order, is “ the Star in the East,
which guided the Magi to the humble couch of the infant Saviour of.
men.” (Masonry and Anti-masonry, p. 16.)

“ Rightly did Juvenal characterize that great lesson of Freemasonry,
Know thyself, when he said “ e ceelo descendit 'NQ6I ZEAYTON.”

% Such an investigation will direct the attention to many remarkable
coincidences which strengthen the above conclusion. Thus Christ was
born in the very town—his advent was attended by the precise appear-
ances—he performed the miracles, suffered the privations, and died the
death which had been prescribed in the canon of prophecy, and placed
on record in the vaisi writings, many hundred years before any of
these events happened. This consideration will shed a lustre on Free-
masonry, and lncrease its value in the estimation of every Christian
Brother. If Masonry be not an universal religion; it forms a most beaun-
tifal auxiliary to every sIvl'stem of faith which man’s freedom of thought
has projected, to carry him to the one happy bourne which is the com-
mon object of all our hopes and wishes.

%00f the art of keeping secrets, mentioned in the Bodleian MS., Mr.
Locke observes—* What kind of an art this is I can by no means
imagine. But certainly such an art the Masons must have ; for though,
a8 some people suppose, they should have no secret at all, even that must
be a secret which, being discovered, would expose them to the highest
ridicule ; and therefore 1t requires the utmost caution to conceal it.”

st Consult “the Star in the East,” ch. 2. Bro. Blanchard Powers, in
his Prize KEssay, read before one of the American Grand Lodges, in
1842, thus expresses his conviction of this reference of Freemasonry:
“ Companions, Sir Knights, shall I once more draw your attention to the
Mount of Olives? For as ye by faith have seen our G. H. P. ascend
up into heaven, so shall he, in like manner, descend to earth again. Not
to bleed and suffer—not to be mocked and scourged—not to be buffeted
by sinners.  But, as an Almighty conqueror, to subdue his enemies—to
tread the rebellious nations of the earth as the clusters of the vine are
trod in the wine-press. Then Le will take to himself his great and un-
speakable Name—call his chosen band, and, with his saints, reign on
earth a thousand years. These indelible marks in his hands, feet, and
side, will be such convincing proofs of the identity of his person, as to
cause the persecutiog Jews to exclaim, in the language of unbelieving
Thomas, ‘MY Lorp AND MY Gop.” Then the Word, the divine Logos,
will be u itversally acknowledged, worshipped, and adored by all nations,
people, and languages. Then will the world know Christ to be the same
character that appeared to Moses in the Burning Bush, and that his
great and incommaunicable Nang which is engraved on the White Stone,
which no man knoweth but he that receiveth it, is that which hath
enga’i(ed the attention of Masons in all ages of the world.”

¥ This feature in the onward progress of Freemasonry, is owing, in &
great measure, I am persuaded, to the judicious publications on the sub-
ject which have distinguished the present era ; for how would it be pos-
sible for the uninitiated to gain any knowledge of our doctrines and
pursuits, but through the medium of the press?
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® Qur traditions say that St. John the Evangelist, who was an Esse-
nian Freemason, (vide Calmet,) instituted a secret theological society,
with mystic rites and Masonic emblems; and some authors go further,
and assert that Clement of Rome, who was the disciple of Peter' and
Paul, got possession, at the death of St. John, of the books and papers
of the Society—attached it to the Christian religion, and, by means of
missionaries, propagated it throughout the world ;—that Polycal(?) wasa
presiding officer, and that successive Roman emperors connived at its
existence. I mention these facts here although I am ignorant of the
authority on which they are founded. It is clear, however, that Dr.
Dalcho, the G. M. of South Carolina, was unacquainted with the
existence of the above records when he said: “Neither Adam, nor
Nimrod, nor Moses, nor Joshua, nor David, nor Solomon, nor Hiram,
nor St. John the Evangelist, nor St. Jolin the Baptist, belonged to the
Masonic Order. It is unwise to assert more than we can prove, and to
argue against probability. There is no record, sacred or profane, to
induce us to believe that these holy and distinguished men were Freema-
sons, and our traditions do not go back to their days.”

% These are preéminently the virtues of Christianity : for St. Paui,
after a beautiful illustration of them, concludes thus: “ Now abideth
Faith, Hope, Charity, these three ; but the greatest of these is CHARITY.”
(1 Cor. xili. 13.)

8 And yet the Abbé Barruel affirms that the Mason must renounce
Christianity before he can claim to be considered a perfect Epopt. He
iaﬁvs “ you say that you are what those Jews were, and still are, who, for

their religious tenets, only acknowledge the unity of God, (provided
there have existed Jews who do not believe in the prophets, and in Emanu-
el the Saviour). You have then the same sentunent toward the Chris-
tian which the Jews have. Like them, you insist on Jehovah,but to curse
Christ and his mysteries. The more the Masonic works above mention-
ed,” the Abbé continues, “ are read, the more conspicuous will be the
justice of these reproaches. With some, matter is eternal ; with others,
the trinity of the Christians is only an alteration of Plato’s system ;—
others adopt the follies of the Martinists, or the ancient dualism. But
they all agree in destroying faith in the minds of their adepts, by systems
in direct opposition to Christianity.” (Hist. of Jacobinism, vol. ii. p.
358.

& With resgect to the higher grades of Masonry; it will be observed
that the only feature which they will occupy in this work, will consist of
incidental notices and observations, which will occasionally occur as they
may serve to illustrate the text, or tg convey information to the Breth-
ren ; and their number, names, and general history and reference, will be
detailed in Lectures 25 and 34. Dr. Burnes says: “ The most authentic
unotice we can find on this subject, is in M. Thory’s excellent Chronolog
of Masonrg', wherein it is recorded, that about 1728, Sir John Mitchell
Ramsay, the well-known author of ¢ Travels in Cyrus,’ appeared in Lon-
don with a system of Scottish Masonry, up to that date perfectly
unknown in the Metropolis, tracing its origin from the Crusades, and
consisting of three degrees, the Ecossais, the Novice, and the Knight Tem-
plar. The English Grand Lodge rejected the system of Ramsay, who,
as is well known, along with the other adherents of the Stuart family,
transferred it to the Continent, where it became the corner-stone of the
hautes grades, and the foundation of those innumerable ramifications intc
which an excellent, and naturally simple institution, has been very use-
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lessly extended in France, Germany, and other countries abroad.” Most

f tie subsidiary degrees have had a similar origin.

571t will be useless to attempt to disguise the fact that Freemasonry
is denounced by the Roman Catholic Bishops. This is proved by the
following extract from the Monita et Statuta, promulgated 5th July,
1837, and confirmed 27th June, 1838. ¢ Alia observanda in districtu
Londinensi. By a Response of the Sacred €ongregation of the Holy
Office, it bath been declared that a confessor cannot lawfully or validly
grant sacramental absolution to men belonging to the Society of Free-
masons, in any part of the world, before they absolutely, nositively, and
for ever, abandon the aforesaid condemned Society.” 1is was promul-
gated in London April 20th, 1842. For further particulars or this
interesting subject, the curious reader may consuli the Freemasons’
Quarterly Review, vol. i. p. 89, N. 8.



THE FIRST DEGREE.

ELEVEN LECTURES.



“In this Lecture, virtue is painted in the most beautiful colours, and the
beauties of morality are strictly enforced. Here we are taught such wise and
useful lessons as prepare the mind for a regular advancement in the principles
of knowledge and phi oso‘)hy; and these are imprinted on the memory by lively
and sensible images, well calculated to influence our conduct in the proper
discharge of the duties of social life. The whole is a regular system of morality,
conceived in a strain of interesting allegoxg, which readily unfolds its beauties
to the candid and industrious enquirer.”—PRESTON.

“The whole system of Freemasonry underwent some revisal under the com-
mand of Solomon, who, being acquainted with many of the most famous systems
of mysterious instruction, was enabled, from that knowledge, to settle among
the true believers an improved form of Masonic discipline; and from this point,
accordingly, our present system of Freemasonry is properly to be dated. The
initiation, therefore, into the Nirst, or Entered Apprentice’s Degree, was made
to partake, in a slighter proportion, of those trials of physical and more! ~ourage,
for which the admission into the ancient and chiefly the Egyptian mysi. ries was
famous.”"—ARCHDEACON MANT. ' :

“The most prominent emblem of this Degree is the Siar in the East, which
%uided the Eastern Magi to the humble couch of the infant Saviour of men.

here are other emblems, teaching, first, the propriety of maintaining regularity
of life, and attending to the due improvement of tire ¥. conforming to the
prescribed rules, for which eight hours are allotted to ‘repose, eight to labour,
and eight to the service of God. Secondly, the cleansing of our hearts ami
minds tfrom oveﬁ' vice, ie inculcated ; thereby fitting our bodies as lively stones
for that spiritual edifice, built by the Grand Architect of the Universe, beyon
the stars. There are other emblems in the First Step, representing human life
as being chequered with good and evil; pointing to the cowmnforts and blessings
that surround us, and impressing upon our minds the necessity of a reliance on
Divine Providence. Our imperfect condition by nature is likewise adverted to,
and the state of perfection to which we hope to arrive by virtuous education,
aided by the blessing of God upon our own endeavours, and a due observance
of the bholy scriptures, as (Foinung out the whole duty of man. Indeed every
thing in this Degree, is adapted to impress upon the mind of the candidate the
necessity of maintaining purity of lifs and conduct, in order to ensure a happy
unmortality ”"—STONE.



LECTURE III.

THE REASON WHY MASONS ARE STYLED ‘ FREE BORN.”
ABRAHAM'S GRAND FESTIVAL.

“ At the Grand Festival which Abraham gave at the weaning of his
son Isaac, Sarah detected Ishmael, the son of Hagar the Egyptian bond-
woman, in the act of teasing and perplexing her son.  She therefore re-
monstrated with Abraham, saying, 'Ba.st out this bondwoman and her
son, for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, even
with Isagc.”—E. A. P. LECTURE, FROM THE “ STAR IN THE Easr.”

THE business, or, as it is more technically called, the
labour of Masonry, is imperfect in the absence of such
historical illustrations as may furnish a series of types
which bear an unequivocal testimony to Christianity.
And hence we have a course of consecutive Lectures,
which many Brethren may be induced to consider suffi-
ciently comprehensive for all the purposes of Masonry.
But unhappily these Lectures are regularly and correctly
delivered in very few of our Lodges. And where they
are so delivered, the absence of connecting links and
suitable applications, is often felt most severely.! Too
much is left to conjecture. The ordinary Lectures of
Masonry aresimply the Text. They furnish us with many
invaluable Landmarks, whose existence we are bound to
guard with fidelity and care;® but the commentary is
entrusted to the zeal and intelligence of the Rulers and
Governors of the Craft.® The Lectures form the naked
outline of the building; and it is the business of the
Chief Architect to furnish the details, so as to form a
beautiful and harmonious edifice—a moral structure—a
building not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

The first notice we have of Abraham* is the fact of
his persecution hy the Chaldeans on account of his reli-
gious principles.® His father was a maker of teraphim,®
and probably a hierophant, or some other officer of the
spurious Freemasonry where these images were used in
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great abundance ;" for Chaldea was one of the earliest
countries where these institutions prevailed. Abraham
had probably been initiated, and conceiving the utmost
horror and disgust at the spectacle of human beings
immolated to senseless idols, ventured to denounce them
to his father and friends; which subjecting him to trou
ble,® he escaped and found refuge amongst the predatory
tribes which afforded a scanty population to the land of
Armenia. After repeated wanderings, he at length took
up his residence in the land of Canaan,® at the express
command, and under the direction of the Most High,
that he might become the head of a mighty nation,
which should ultimately inhabit that land: and from
which the promised Messiah should issue, as the great
restorer of human purity, and the author and dispenser
of blessings which should extend to all the people of
the earth. This was indeed the purpose for which the
patriarch was separated from his own kindred to dwell
in a strange land.”

The country was that promised inheritance assigned to
his posterity, when they should huave increased sufficient-
ly to be enabled to people its fertile valleys.! By a sub-
sequent revelation its boundaries were distinctly marked
out, and he was told that his seed should be as the dust
of the earth for number. But as yet Abraham had
no child, for Sarah his wife was barren.’? This was a
subject of great uneasiness and difficulty with Abraham ;
for he feared that the children of Eliezer of Damascus,
who was his steward, should inherit these glorious
promises ;' and, therefore, to reassure him, God favoured
him with another vision, in which he plainly told the
anxious patriarch, that the fruit of his own loins should
be the promised seed ;'* and revealed the various fortunes
of his posterity, until they came into the possession of
the land of Canaan.

At this point of time Sarah was about eighty years of
age, and conceiving herself to be past child-bearing,
endeavoured to procure a son whom she might adopt, in
pursuance of the custom of those times, by giving to
her husband, as her substitute, an Egyptian slave named
Hagar. But when the bondwoman found that she had
conceived by Abraham, she conducted herself with such
insolence towards her mistress, that the patriarch was
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eompelled to give her up to Sarah’s correction; and she
exercised her authority so severely, that Hagar fled into
the wilderness, and dwelt by a fountain of water.'* She
was, however, commanded by the Divinity to return ;
and for her comfort a prediction was vouchsafed, which
promised to the son that she should bear and to his
posterity, this remarkable privilege, that his name
should never be blotted out.’®

In due time this woman bore a son, which was brought
up as the heir to all his father’s possessions.”” To this
boy the patriarch became exceedingly attached, and
called his name Ishmael. As he grew up, the affections
of his father increased so inordinately, that he earnestly
entreated the Lord that Ishmael might be the child of
promise. DBut his request was denied, as being inconsist-
ent with the divine purposes: for children cannot inherit
a free and noble spirit except they be born of a free-
woman. To indulge the parental partiality of Abraham,
however, he promised to bless Ishmael, and make him
fruitful, and multiply him exceedingly ; and added that
he should be the father of twelve princes, and the pro-
genitor of a great nation.

Seme time after this revelation, as Abraham was one
day seated under an oak tree' at the door of his tent,
enjoying tle salutary breezes from the mountains, in the
heat of a fine summer’s day, he espied three strangers
approaching,' who appeared to be travellers.® The hos-
pitality of his disposition induced him to offer the
comforts of rest and refreshment, which were frankl
accepted.® The repast was served up under the shady
branches of the tree, Abraham himself, according to the
simplicity of those primitive ages, paying the necessary
attention to the wants of his guests.® When the
strangers® were sufficiently refreshed, a communication
was made which rejoiced the heart of Abraham,* as it
proceeded from the divine authority of God, and realized
the wish he had so long fruitlessly indulged, by the
assurance of a son and heir, who should inherit the pro-
mises of God, to the faithful seed, and become the pro-
genitor of a mighty nation. He had full confidence in
the prediction; and at length the child was born, and he
called his name Isaac.”

With sentiments of joy and gratitude, Abraham looked
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forward into futurity, and beheld, in faith, a long line of
descendants living in purity and peace, as became the
children of the divine father, practising the holy precepts
of Masonry in conjunction with their religion,” termina-
ting in that holy personage promised at the fall o man,
and realized in the Messiah, who should save his people
trom their sins.” The holy patriarch, firm in faith that
these promises would assuredly be fulfilled, summoned
together his kindred and people, when the child was
weaned, and celebrated the event by a Granp Festi-
vaL? Now Abraham had not paid the same compliment
at the weaning of Ishmael, because he was the son of a
bond-woman,® which irritated Hagar beyond endurance,
and she incited her son to tease and perplex the young
child Isaac; who, being unable to resent these repeated
annoyances, on account of the superior age and strength
of Ishmael, communicated the fact to his mother.
Under the influence of resentment at this information,
Sarah remonstrated with Abraham, saying, Put away that
bond-woman and her son, for such as they shall not
inherit with the free-born.® She spoke as being endow-
ed with divine inspiration; knowing that from Isaac’s
leins would issue a great and mighty people, who would
serve the Lord with freedom, fervency and zeal ; and
fearing, that if they were brought up together, Isaac
might imbibe some of Ishmael’s slavish principles and
propensities ;* it being generally remarEed that the
minds of slaves are, naturally, much more contaminated
than those of the free-born.

Here we find the difference between bond and free;
and are taught to estimate the advantages of being born
of a free-woman. This is the reason why no candidate
can be admitted into Freemasonry, or share in its occult
mysteries, unless he be free by birth,* of mature age,
sound judgment, and strict morality.* Nor can any one.
although he have been initiated, continue to act as a
Mason, or practise the rites of the Order, if he be tem-
porarily deprived of his liberty, or freedom of will.* So
essential is it to Freemasonry, that its members should
be perfectly free in all their actions, thoughts, and de-
signs.

It may be necussary, in order fully to explain the Masonic
doctrine contained in the above transaction, to take a
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view of it in all its bearings ; because it constitutes one
of the proper and legitimate investigations of Freema-
sonry. Ishmael was the son of a bond-woman from
Egypt; and consequently was born a slave. On the other
hand, Isaac was the son of a free-woman, and consequent-
ly free by birth. Ishmael, though the son of Abrabam,
inherited, to a certain extent, the confined spirit, and
contracted principles of slavery;” while Isaac possessed
freedom of spirit, and independency of mind. The former
was a type of the old covenant, the latter of the new.
Those were children of disobedience, bearing in their
minds the indestructible tokens of bondage ; while these
were entitled to the privilege of a free and direct com-
munication with their Creator. They were free to ask
that they might have ; to seek, that they might find; and
to kmock, that the door of salvation might be opened
unto them.

It does not appear that Ishmael showed even an
outward conformity to the Divine will, because, in the
face of this authority, he mocked and persecuted Isaac,®
and derided his pretensions to an exclusive inheritance
of the substance and promises of his father Abraham, or
the rights and privileges attached to primogeniture, i. e.
to be the priest of his family;® asserting, as the first-
born, that his claims were inalienable. And these claims
were urged with a pertinacity and confidence, which
became extremely offensive to Sarah; although. Isaac,
knowing him to be faithful who had promised, endured
his taunts with a better and more patient spirit.

His mother at length becoming wearied with a dis-
ute to which she foresaw no termination, and being
earful lest Isaac should imbibe some of Ishmael’s servile

principles, remonstrated with Abraham and procured the
dismissal of the Egyptian bond-woman and her son.* Thus
Ishmael, by presuming too much on his father’s kindness
and affection, brought on himself the very evil which he
had often boasted could not possibly occur. He was
expelled in disgrace from his father’s house."

Thus then we become acquainted, in the course of
our Masonic investigations, with a series of remarkable
predictions, borne out by facts,” which have a tendency
to confirm our Faith, to enlarge our Hope, and firmly to
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establish the sacred principles of Charity in our hearts
Mausonic tradition concurs with the Mosaic writings ir
teaching the important truth, that from Abraham sprung
two great nations, each of which possessed a specific
character totally distinct from the other; and they are
known at present by the apellation of Jews and Arabians.*®
The former, who were the descendants of Isaac, were
the stock from which the Messiah was to proceed :—and
the latter, as descended from Ishmael, were to be a great
and invincible people# God had promised to Hagar—
“I will multiply thy seed exceedingly, that it shall not
be nambered for multitude; and thou shalt bear a son
and shalt call his name Ishmael ; and he will be a wild
man; his hand will be against every man, and every
man’s hand against him; and he shall dwell in the

resence of all his brethren.””® The first prophecy began
to be fulfilled when Joseph was sold into Egypt, for at
that time the Ishmaelites were a great nation, and traded
into Egypt with drugs, and spices, and other valuable
commodities. The Hagarenes, the Itureans, and the
Saracens were of this race, and the latter was one of the
greatest nations the world ever had.® The Arabs are a
distinct and very numerous people at this day. They
never were conquered, and it is quite certain that they
will remain a separate nation for ever.

Again it was said that his hand will be against every
man and every man’s hand against him. When Hagar
and Ishmael were rejected by Abraham, and sent out
into the wilderness, Hagar was supported by her son with
the flesh of beasts which he took in hunting ; for Moses
says that he dwelt in the wilderness and became an archer.
His posterity inherit the same disposition; they dwell in
tents; live hardly ; and have no taste for the arts of
social life.#” It was further predicted that he should dwell
in the presence of all his brethren. This may appear
contradictory, but it is not so in reality. His hand shall
be against every man, and every man’s hand against him;
and yet, he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren.
The descendants of Ishmael are a pastoral people; and
have remained so from their establishment as a nation
unto this day.® They have courted neither power
nor conquest. They have ocgcasionally assisted other
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nations in war, but neither as tributary nor hired forces,
for they have always preserved their freedom and
independence unsullied; and are the same as their
father was before them, wild and ferocious, occupyin
the same land, with the same simple manners an%
customs, and almost the same language.

And can this remarkable fact in the history of nations
be the work of chance? By no means; because, if we
except the case of the Jews, who are under the same
direction, it is the only instance on record of a people
remaining unchanged amidst the revolutions of the world.
They are free and independent; they dwell in the pre-
sence of all their brethren; their hand is against every
man, and every man’s hand is against them. And this in
defiance of every attempt which has been made to subdue
them, and reduce them to the rank of a tributary people.
This extraordinary fact cannot be attributed to any other
cause than that of a divine. interposition. Nor can we
desire a better proof of the truth of scripture prophecy
and Masonic tradition, than the opportunity which our
own age affords of seeing a people precisely in the state
they are represented in holy writ, and thus having ocular
demonstration of its truth.

NOTES TO LECTURE III.

! These connecting links it is the province of the judicious Master to
supply. The Rev. Salem Town, in the discharge of his duty, thus en-
deavours to show the reference of the first seven degrees to the state of
man under the influence of nature and grace. “The first degree in
Masonra” he says, “naturally suggests that state of moral darkness
which begloomed our world. On the apostacy of our first common

arent, not a gleam of light was left to cheer his desponding mind.
oon, however, the first kind promise was made. Adam was, therefore,
in a comparative sense, still in darkness. Such is the very nature of the
first degree, that every observing candidate is led to view his moral
vlindness and deplorable state by nature. Under these impressions he
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enters on the second degree, which, in view of his moral blindness, he
is to consider emblematical of a state of imprisonment and trial. Such
was the sccond state of Adam. Hence arises the idea of probationary
ground. A due observance of all former requisitions, and a sincere
desire to make advances in knowledge and virtue, open the way for the
reception of more light. Having diligently persevered in the use of ap-
pointed means, the third degree prefigures the life of the good man in his
Eil rimage state. Althougbh the true light has shined into his heart, and
e has experienced much consolation, yet he sometimes wanders into de-
vious and forbidden paths. In the midst of such trials he resolves to be
faithful, and manfully to withstand temptations. He determines to pur-
sue that sacred trust committed to his care, and therefore endeavours to
escape for his life to the Great Ark of his salvation. In advancing to
the fourth degree, the good man is greatly encouraged to persevere in
the ways of well-doing cven to the end. He has a name which no man
knoweth save he that receiveth it. If, therefore, he be rejected, and cast
forth amongst the rubbish of the world, he knows full well, the Great
Master Builder of the Universe, having chosen and prepared him as a
lively stone in that spiritual building in the heavens, will bring him forth
with triumph, while shouting grace, grace to his Divine Redeemer.
Hence opens the fifth degree, where he discovers his election to, and his
glorified station in the kingdom of his Father. Here he is taught how
much the chosen ones are honoured and esteemed by those on earth, who
discover and appreciate the image of their common Lord. This image
‘being engraven on Lis heart, he may look forward to those mansions
above, where a higher and most exalted seat has been prepared for the
faithful, from the foundation of the world. With these views the sixth
degree is conferred, where the riches of divine grace are opened in
boundless prospect. Every substantial good is clearly seen to be con-
ferred through the great atoning sacrifice. In the seventh degree the
ood man is truly filled with heartfelt gratitude to his Heavenly bene-
actor, for all those wonderful deliverances wrought out for him while -
journeying through the rugged paths of human life. Great has been his
redemption from the Egypt and Babylon of this world. He beholds in the
eighth degree, that all the heavenly sojourners will be admitted within the
veil of God’s presence; where they will become kings and priests before
the throne of his glory for ever and ever. Such is the moral and reli-
ious instruction derived from the order of the Masonic Degrees.”
Town’s Speculative Masonry, ch. 8.)
$ «The landmarks of the Order,” says the G. M. of Tennessee, “ have
existed through unnumbered ages, if not precisely in their present form,
at least without any essential variation, although they have been handed
down from age to age by tradition. "The progress of society, the various
changes that have taken place in the political, religious, and moral con-
dition of mankind, have, probably, introduced various modifications in
the forms and ceremonies of the Order; still its fundamental principles,
and those characteristics which distinguish it from other human institu-
tions, remain the same, so that, by its symbolic language, a Mason of one
country is readily recognized and acknowledged in another. "To pre-
serve these landmarks, and transmit them to our successors, is a duty
we owe to posterity, and of which we cannot be acquitted so long ag
moral obligation has any force.” (American Masonic Register, vol. iv.
p- 1.
3 11; is the duty of the Master to collect, like our ancient Brother Ea
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clid. the scattered elements of history, science, and philosophy, with
which our lectures abound, and form them into a perfect system, where
the light shall become clearer in each consecutive Segree, until it shine
with full effulgence in the ne plus ultra of Masonry.

4 The Rabbi Solomon Jarchi says, that the birth of Abraham took
place in Aram Naharaim, which name comprehended all the country
between the rivers Euphrates and Hiddekel, or the Tigris. And this is
what Joshua says, “Your forefathers were from the other side of the
river;” and it is said (Gen. xxiv.) that, on Abraham’s sending his servant
Eliezer, he cautioned him from going elsewhere than to his country ard
native place; and hence the account says, he went to Aram Naharaim,
commonly called Mesopotamia. This is confirmed in the Gemara, which,
in explanation of the name of Abram, that it meant “the father of Aram,
because he was the head or chief of the province; and therefore when it
is said that God took Abram from Ur of the Chaldees, it is not to be
understood for Babylon in the plain of Shinar, because that appears to
have belonged to the children of Ham, but rather a city of Aram Naha-
raim, and derived its pame from Kesed, one of Nahor's sons, a descend-
ant of Shem, and was hence called Kasdim.”

5 « The state of society in the time of Abraham,” says Sir W. Drum-
mond, “had made considerable advances towards civilization. Powerful
kingdoms were clearly established; great cities had been built; and
regular armies were maintained. Mankind already witnessed the pomp
of courts, and the luxury of individuals ; Pharaoh appeared surrounded
with his princes; Abimelech came attended with the captains of his host ;
and Abraham himself was rich in gold and silver, in tents, in flocks, and
in herds. Money, and even coined money was in use, and slavery alrcady
introduced.” (Orig. p. 102.) ’

¢ Epipbanius (1. 1), informs us that Nachor was the father of Tharra
or Terah, who was the first that manufactured images for worship in the
form of men. And it is truly believed that he was an idolater, because
the Scripture says that he served strange gods. Hec was by trade a
statnary, or at least a maker of idols, or images in the form of man or
beast, to be adored as gods. The trade seems to have been profitable,
for he is spoken of as being in high favour with Nimrod, and the husband
of his daughter. Some of the Rabbies say Terah was a priest and
«chief hierophant of the Spurious Freemasonry. (Vide Hyde de Rel. Vet.
Pers. p. 63, 68.

7 Bll';ant thin)ks (Anal. iii. 321), that “ the idolatry of Terah was the
worship of Isis or Venus, under her emblem of the lunar crescent;” or
rather under her own crescent, for it was doubtless known to the ancient
astronomers that the planet Venus is horned, or has phases similar to the
moon ; “and that the images or teraphim which Rachel carried away
from the house of her father were lunar amulets, or types of the ark of
Noah in the same form.”

8 The incident is this. “ Abram, having come to Ur of the Chaldecs
from his native country Haran, found that they worshipped the sun, and
adored it as a god, and were ignorant of the First Cause. As was his
custom, he argued with the heads of the city, and having demonstrated
their error to them, and that tlie sun was only a minister, and one of the
instruments of the Almighty Creator, the king resolved to scize him, and
‘he was imprisoned for some days. In the meanwhile he continued his
arguments ; and the king, fearing that he mi%ht bring over his subjects
to his religion, and thereby occasion him the loss of his sceptre, confisca-
ted his property, and banished him to the confines of the East. Maimo
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nides relates this story in his Guide, testifying that he had sven it in the
Gentile Chronicles and Books ; but t} ¢ Jewish sages, in the Gemara of
Pesahim and Batra, Tana debe Eliahu, and various parts of Rabot, hold
that Nimrod had Abram thrown into the fire, as a punishment for his
opinions; and that God, either dircctly, or by means of the angel Michael,
took him from it uninjured, as he subsequently did Hananiah, Meshael,
and Azariah. This is confirmed by the Perakim of R. Eliezer, who,
treating on the ten trials of Abraham, relates this as one.” (R. Man.
Ben Israel on Gen. xv. 7, with authoriti%.}{o

9 ¢ And Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the son of Haran his son’s
son, and Sarai his daughter-in-law, his son Abram’s wife, and they went
forth with them from Ur of the Chaldees, to go into the land of Canaan
(Gen. xi. 31) : and there, according to Aben Ezra, God said unto him,
“Get thee from thy country and thy native place;’ representing the latter
as Ur, and his country as ilamn. where his father was residing, as it then
continues, ‘and they came unto Haran and dwelt there ;' and further on
it adds, ‘ Terah died in Haran.’” (Gen. xi. 31, 32.)

10 «The true religion. which Noah taught his posterity, was that which
Abraham practised, the worshipping of one God, the supreme Governor
and Creator of all things, with limpes in his mercy through a mediator.
For the necessity of a mediator between God and man was a general
notion, which obtained among all mnankind from the very beginning ; for
being conscious of their own meanness, vileness, and impurity, they could
not conceive how it was possible for them of themselves alone to have
any access to the all holy, all glorious, and supreme Governor of all
things. They considered him as too high, and too pure, and themselves
too low and polluted, for such a converse; and therefore concluded that
there must be a mediator, by whose means only they could make any
address unto him, and by whose intercession alone any of their petitions
could be accepted of.” (Prideaux, Connec. part i. b. 3, an. 522.§)e

1« When Glod was pleased to admonish Abraham to go out of his
country, from his kindred and relatives, he encouraged him by promising
that he would give him and his descendants abundance of happiness and
prosperity ; that of him should arise a great nation; that his name
should be famous; that he should be exceedingly happy or blessed ; that
he would favour his friends and depress his enemies ; and added, that in
his seed all the nations of the earth should be blessed.” (Shuck. Con.
vol. i. p. 286.)

12 Abraham went down with his wife into Egypt, and became celebra-
ted amongst that people. Eusebius says that he taught the Egyptians
arithmetic and astrology, of which they were previously ignorant. And
he adds from Eupolemus, that the patriarch was on the most familiar
terms with the Kgyptian priests at Heliopolis, when he dwelt there
during the famine in Canaan, and taught them many things, particularly
a knowledge of the celestial sciences.

13 Eliezer, who appears to have bcen born in the house, had been so
honest, trusty, and provident in all things committed to his charge, that
Abraham had some thoughts, while he was under the impression that he
should have no child of his own, of making him heir to all his substance.

4 Vide ut supra, p. 65.

16 A very curious ancedote is still prevalent among the posterity of
Tshmael, respecting this flight of Hagar and sojourning in the Wilder-
ness. Hagar being near her time, and not able any longer to endure the
ill-treatment she received from Sarah, resolved to run away. Abraham,
eoming to hear of her discontent, and fearing she might make away with
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the-child, especially if she came to be delivered without the assistanse
of some other women, followed her, and found her already delivered of a
son, who, dancing with his little feet upon the ground, had made way for
a spring to break forth; but the water of the spring came forth in such
abundance, and also with such violence, that Hagar could make no use
of it to quench her thirst, which was then very great. Abraham coming
to the place, commanded the spring to glide more gently, and to suffer
that water wight be drawn out of it to drink; and lhaving, therefore,
stayed the course of it with a little bauk of sand, he took of it to make
Hagar and her child drink. The said spring is to this duy called Semsem,
from Abraham making use of that word to stay it. (Olearius, cited by
Southey. Thalaba, book ii.)
16 And it never bas been. There has always appeared a protecting
ower to save them in every emergency, which was evidently the super-
intending hand of Providence, for the sole purpose of fulfilling the divine
promise. The Romans frequently invaded Arabia, with the full deter-
mination of subjecting its inhabitants to their rule; but they always
failed. At one time the Roman armies were destroyed by the plague;
at another, they were obliged to be recalled to quell an insurrection in a
different quarter. And when the Emperor Trajan was fully determined
to convert Arabia into a Roman province, and for that purpose invaded
it with an army of veteran warriors, on his arrival at the city of the
Hagarenes, a storm of hailstones, thunderbolts, and lightning, accompa-
nied by prodigious whirlwinds, was rained down upon them from heaven,
and drove them back to their quarters. And when they arrived at their
camp, they were attacked with immense swarms of flics, which destroyed
their provisions, and produced such a stench as infected the army with
disease ; so that Trajan was obliged to abandon the expedition.

17 Abraham was seventy-five years old when he entered Canaan, and
had been there ten ycars when he married Hagar, and consequently
would be eighty-six when Ishmael was born.

18 The oak has ever been held in veneration amongst all nations and
people. In Rome an oaken garland or crown was called corona civica,
and was bestowed only upon him who had saved a citizen’s life; though
in process of time it was also bestowed upon the L. Gen. if he spared a
Roman citizen when he had power to kill him. Being made of oak it
was called corona quercea; and this I take to be the reason why in
Ovid’s time the emperor had always standing before his gates an oak
tree, in the midst of two laurels, as an emblem denoting two worthy
virtues, required in all emperors and princes: first, such whereby the
enemy might be conquered; secondly, such whereby the citizens might
be saved. (Anthologia, L. 4, p. 269.)

19 Some of the commentators pretend they were twelve in number, but
others, agrecably to scripture, say they were but three, viz., Gabriel,
Michael, and Israfil.

2 A belief in visions prevailed even after the establishment of Christi-
anity, and the greatest attention was paid to dreams, as a means of
learning future events ; a superstition probably much assisted by a book
on the subject, falsely ascribed to the prophet Daniel. (Du Cange, v.
Sonmialia.) Nor was this the only mecans adopted for ascertaining
these ; independent of judicial astrology, and brazen heads formed under
planetary signs, the study of divinity was supposed to be rewarded with
the gift of prophecy. Visions, however, were the mode of conveying
information to princes and other great persons; although the monks
promulgated the doctrine of guardian angels to every individual person.
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(Sece )W'hitby, vol. i. p. 384. Angl. Sacr. vol. ii. p. 195. Fosbr. Mon
. 6. :

8 This is a Masonic virtue, and is practised in the East amongst those
native tribes whose manners and customs retain the same simplicity and
truthfulness which was found in the primitive ages of the world.

2 « Several of the fathers and ancient doctors were of opinion that the
angels did not really eat, but only seemed to do so; and they ground that
opinion principally upon what the angel Raphael says in the Beok of
Tobit (x1i.19). All these days did I appear unto you, but I did neither
cat nor drink, but you did see a vision. Others are of a contrary
opinion, affirming that the angels did not eat in aﬂ rance only but in
reality, with keen dispatch of real hunger. And this opinion appears to
be confirmed bﬁothe accounts of Abraham’s entertdining three angels at
one time; and Lot’s entertaining two angels at another. There it is said
plainly that meat was set before them and they did eat; and there is no
reason for not understanding this, as well as the rest of the relation,
literally.” (Newton.z)

® An ancient Rabbinical tradition says that two angels are never
deputed on the same mission ; and therefore they conclude that each of
the above personages had a separate duty to perform. The first to
communicate to Abraham the birth of his son Isaac; the second to de-
liver Lot out of Sodom; and the third to destroy the city. Some
Christians have considered them to be the tri-unc Jehovah. And there
is every reason to believe that one of these divine beings was the Son of
God. Christ himself intimates this when he says: “Abraham saw my
day and was glad ;” and Abraham calls him, four times, by the sacred
name of Jehovah, which is incommunicable to mortal man. It is certain
that the Son of God appeared to Abraham when he was about to offer
his son ; for he says, “ Now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast
not withheld thy only son from me.” From whom? Why, from the Son
of God; for no mortal, nor even angel, would have dared to make such
an application. And I may here observe, that it was the Son of God
that wrestled with Jacob; for he said “ Now have I seen God face
to face.” The same appearance was vouchsafed to Joshua, and to
Manoah.

4 ¢ Although from Sarah’s laughing, and from the cause of it, which is
there expressed, and from the answer of the Lord, wherein he reproved
Sarah for laughing, it appears, that the promise made to her for the
bringing forth of a son within the compass of a year, seemed at the first
hearing ridiculous to her, and a thing not credible ; especially seeing she
seemed not yct to know who the person was that promised it; (for if we
look into the context of the history, it is plain that Abraham himself did
not mark that the persons who spake with him were angels of God, till their
speech touching Sarah his wife,) yet it follows not but that afterwards,
when she had recollected herself, and had observed the divine authority
of the speaker, and perceived that the cause of her doubtfulness was
strongly refuted by him, she continued no longer in her hesitancy and
doubting ; yea the contrary is more probable, both in itself and collec-
tively from hence, that upon her hearing the angel's reproof she was
territied, and in fear denicd she had laughed.” (Lushington’s Expiation
of a Sinner, p. 261.)

% « By the faith of Abraham it came to pass that not only himself
should have power to beget a son, though he were then old and barren -
but also that Sarah herself should conceive, who was, by nature, always
barren, even in her youth,and besides was then spent out with years and
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ayc vt ae shoald both conceive and bring forth, beyond all course of
nate.¢.” {Luashington, ut supra.) :

% ] hav- elsewhere said, that Masonry is a universal system, and teashes
the relative and social duties of man, on the broad and extensive basis of
general philanthropy. A Jew, a Mahometan, or a Pagan, may attend
our Lodges, without fear of hearing his peculiar doctrines or mode of
faith called in question, by a comparison with others which are repugnant
. to his creed, because a permanent and unalterable Landmark of Masonry
is, the total absence aud exclusion of religious or political controversy.
Kach of these prafesors practises a system of morality suited to the
sanctions of his own religion ; which, as it emanated from the primitive
system of divine worship, bears some resemblauce to it; and consequently
he can hear moral precepts inculcated, without imputing a designed
reference to any pe.uliar mode of faith. But can it be concluded from
these premises that Masonry contains no religion? The whole compass
of the world’s expei ience will refute such an assertion. All our charges,
all our regulations, assumc as a foundation which cannot be moved, a
belief in the being of a God, and a future state of rewards and punish-
meats; and inculcato the necessity of moral purity, as a qualification for
future happiness; and this, according to our definitions, forms the sum
and substance of religion in its most universal acceptation. (Star in the
East, N. K, p. 5.)

77 « S, I’auq points out a material difference between these two sons of
Abraham. He says that Ishmael was born only according to the flesh,
in the common course of nature; but that Isaac was. born by virtue of
the promise, and by the particular interposition of the Divine power ;
and that these two sons of Abraham were designed to represent the two
covenants of the law and the gospel, the former a state of bondage, the
latter of freedom.” (Bp. Tomline’s Theol. vol. i. p. 145.)

% When a child is weaned in Persia, at this day, its parents make a
great feast, to which all their friends and relatives are invited, and of
which the child is also made to partake. This custom is considered as
the child’s introduction to the usual food of the country, on which he
must in future subgist. In India the same practice prevails. (Sce Morier's
2nd Journey. Roberts’s Oriental Illustrations.) ,

® And consequently could not be admitted to participate in the Frec-
masonry of his father, which could only be conferred on free men born
of free women.” :

A reference to this circumstance has been introduced into the degree
of Knight Templars, according to American authorities, in the following
address to the candidate, at a certain point in the ceremony of creation :
« Pilgrim, hearken to a lesson which will cheer thee on thy way, and
assure thee of success. And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and
took bread and a bottle of water, and gave them unto Hagar (putting the
bottle on her shoulder,) and the child, and sent her away, and she
departed and wandered in the wilderness. And when the water wag
spent in the bottle, she cast the child under one of the shrubs; and the
angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said, Arise, lift up the
lad and hold him in thine hand, for I will make of him a great nation.
And God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. By faith
Abraham sojourned in the land of promise as in a stran[ge country,
dwelling in tabernacles ; for he looked for a city which hath foundations,
whose builder and maker is God.”

# She was probably afraid of some injury to her son, which might end
in his death, if a person of Ishmael’s violent temper were suffered to
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remain in the house with Isaac, and therefore urged his removal as «
matter of safety.

®8.8ir John Malcolm, in his ¢ Sketches of Persia,” relates an anecdote
which strikingly illustrates the passage of patriarchal history which has
been transferred into the Lectures of Masonry. Duringa journey in the
north of Persia, he was entertained by a distinguished chief of one of the
tribes called Eelauts, whose mode of {it‘e resembles that of the patriarchs
of old. This chief, in disconrsing about his own domestic affairs, said he .
had six children, all of them, except two, by the same wife, who was the
daughter of Futteh Ali Khan Afshar, a distinguished chief, who, on the
death of Nadir Shah, aspired to the throne, and lost his life in the
attempt to become a king. He continued, “I married his orphan
daughter, an excellent woman, but who carries her head rather high, as
no doubt she has a right to do, from recollection of her father’s preten-
sions. Look,” said he, speaking softly, for the apartment was within
hearing of the interior, “ look at that youngster at the other end of the
room ; he is my son. His mother was the daughter of a jeweller of
Ispahan. He 18 a fine lad, but I dare hardly notice him; and he is,
you will observe, not allowed to sit within ten yards of the grandsons
of Futteh Ali Kban Afshar.” He added that “this was all very

roper.” .
P The apostle of the Gentiles considered the above incident, and its
corresponding doctrines, of sufficient importance to form the subject of a
particular illustration. He found this allegory of singular use.to illus-
trate the nature of the Gospel covenant. He was endeavouring to
counteract the influence of those Judaizing teachers, who had perverted
the faith of the Galatians. With this view, he expostulated with those
who had turned aside to a compliance with the ceremonial law, and
shows them, by an allegorical explanation of his history, that the law
itself might have taught them a very different lesson. (Consult Gal. ch. iv.)

% Even the spurious Freemasgnry admitted the same general principle ;
for slaves, &c., could not be initiated. The requisites for initiation were,
that a man should be a freeborn denizen of the country, as well as of
irreproachable morals. Hence neither slaves nor foreigners could be
admitted to the peculiar mysteries of any nation, because the doctrines
were considered of too muci‘; value to be entrusted to the custody of those
who had no interest in the general welfare of the community. St.
Austin, quoting Varro, says, that such a communication might have
been prejudical to the state ; for slaves were not unfrequently plotters of
mischief, and fomenters of sedition ; and a suspicion whispered against
the truth of the popular religion