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CHAPTER I.

ORDERS OF KNIGHTHOOD.

WE think it will be seen, when we come to detail the history of
Modern Masonry, so called, that the Encampment degrees, called
Orders of Knighthood, wereinvented and introduced into France
about the middle of the last century ; but as the generally re-
ceived opinion is, that they are but a continuation, with slight
modifications, of the Christian and military Orders of the
eleventh century, it becomes our duty, in deference to said opin-
ions, to present, at least, a historical sketch of the Hospitalers
and Templars of the Crusades.

But, even at the threshold, we feel that our situation is an
embarrassing one. The reader can not fail to perceive how diffi-
cult is the task to make our sketch both truthful and interesting,
if, at every step, we are forced to feel cramped for want of room.
To collate the history of the Orders of Knighthood, in a manner
congenial to our feelings, and to the full satisfaction of the stu-
dent of history, we should require as much space as a large vol-
ume would afford ; while such is our arrangement, and such
the wish, we think, of a large majority of our readers, that we
can only claim to occupy a few pages upon this important branch
of our history. Believing that a liberal public will be prepared
to make due allowance for the circumstances under which we
write, we will proceed, as best we may, to the accomplishment
of our task.

As the acts of the celebrated false prophet Mohammed laid
the foundation for the original military Orders of Knighthood,
it will serve the better to illustrate our subject, to briefly notice
the life and character of this remarkable man.

Readers, not given to thinking closely, are predisposed to re-
gard Mohammed as having been the very worst man of his day,
or that he acted under the influence of a peculiar species of
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derangement. But when we remember that it is the nature of men
to seek for power, and, when attained, equally their nature to
abuse it ; when we reflect that the rise and fall of nations, in all
past ages, tend to show that there are times when the “strong
men shall bow themselves,” and the weaker shall rise up and
take their places; when great nations are destined to be hum-
bled, and obscure tribes, in their turn, wield the scepter of
power—we say that when these things are known to follow in
the train of human frailty, we shall not be so much surprised at
the wonderful power acquired by Mohammed and his followers.

The close of the sixth century beheld the setting star of
Rome’s long continued and proud glory. True, she was not yet
humbled, for Heraclius, who was Emperor in the early part of
the seventh century, made some well-timed demonstrations,
which seemed, for a while, to plume anew the Roman eagle. By
his splendid achievements, he caused his banner to be unfurled
beyond the Tigris, and had the proud satisfaction of seeing it
wave over most of the plains of Assyria, and he was so elated
with success, that he was about laying plans for sending the
Roman eagle till further, when a new and unlooked for enemy
appeared. At the critical period when Rome and Persia were
engaged in mortal strife, Mohammed made his appearance. He
was born about the end of the sixth century, at Mecca, in Stony
Arabia, and so remarkable did his career prove, that it would
seem he was sent into the world to scourge and humble the
proud nations of the earth. His biographers claim that he de-
scended from Kedar, the son of Ishmael, and, hence, his followers
hold that he was of the progeny of Abraham. His parents were
idolators, as also were the tribe to which he belonged. He was
left an orphan at an early age, and was raised and educated
under the direction of Aboo Taleeb, his uncle; afterward he
entered the service of Khaidjah, a rich widow, who made him
her factor, and soon after gave him her hand and fortune.
Mohammed was naturally subtle and ambitious, and this sudden
acquisition of wealth served to nerve his arm for bold and dar-
ing achievements, and, doubtless, laid the foundation for that
blood and carnage which at one time threatened to deluge the
whole of Christendom. At the time he made his appearance,
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the religion of Arabia was divided into a variety of creeds.
These were Idolators, Jews, Christians and Schismatics. Moham-
med saw, as by intuition, that a new religion could be success-
fully introduced. Suddenly he pretended to become a strict pen-
itent, and retired into a cave near Mecca, where, under the
cloak of religious fervor, he devised and matured his schemes.
This being done, he affected to make a confidante of his wife,
telling her that the Angel Gabriel had made to him special
revelations from heaven. He often affected to be in a trance,
and, on such occasions, professed to be filled with heavenly exta-
cies, caused by his direct communication with God’s messenger.
He charged his wife not to breathe to any human being a word,
in relation to this wonderful occurrence, wisely foreseeing that
this was the most certain way of producing an effect upon the
ignorant multitude, whom he felt convinced would soon have, as
a great secret, an exaggerated account of his communion with
heaven. And in this he was not mistaken, for his wife, believ-
ing the truth of all he said, in the joy of her heart, could not
withhold the wonderful tidings from a few particular friends,
under the pledge of secrecy ; these communicated the news to a
few of their friends, and very soon it was currently reported that
Mohammed was a prophet. Assoonashe becamesurrounded by a
few friends, upon whom he could safely rely, he proclaimed his
divine mission, clothed himself in the richest oriental dress, cov-
ered over with emblems and hieroglyphics. To prevent the oppo-
sition of any and all creeds, he had so prepared his doctrines, that
all were enabled to recognize the shadowing forth of their own
peculiar faith. After the death of Aboo Taleeb, the authorities
of Mecca, having become alarmed at the growing popularity of
this impostor, proscribed him as a blasphemer, and he was com-
pelled to fly for safety to the city of Yatrib. This flight is
termed in the Koran the Hejira. The first year of the Moslem
era is A. D. 622.

After the proscription at Mecca, Mohammed informed his dis-
ciples that his ministering angel had brought him a scimiter
from heaven, to be used in subduing all his opponents and ene-
mies. The Arabian tribes were addicted todepredatory warfare,
and, with great enthusiasm, flocked to his standard, willing to be
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blindly led whithersover he chose ; and soon this unprincipled
impostor became a powerful military chief, a merciless conqueror,
and the scourge of the East. Nor did blood and carnage cease
with the death of him who instituted the sword as the strong
arm of hisreligion. His followers continued to wage war in all
directions, not waiting for provocation, but with the avowed
purpose of compelling all to embrace the Mohammedan faith.
They invaded Palestine and Syria; took Antioch, Jerusalem,
and Damascus; dethroned the Persian Monarch, and subdued
Egypt and the whole of Northern Africa. The islands of Cyprus,
Rhodes, Candia, Malta, and Sicily, were invaded and brought
to bow before the mighty Juggernaut. In the early part of the
eighth century, they seemed upon the point of accomplishing their
great aim—the subjugation of the whole Christian world. At
this period, they carried their bloody banner beyond the Pillars
" of Hercules, and founded a new empire in Spain. But, bappily
for the civilized world, the giant strides of these bloodthirsty
Infidels were checked by internal feuds, caused by a struggle for *
power in their own ranks. The supreme authority became a
fruitful source of contention and party strife, and, as there were
quite a number of Califs who claimed to be the legitimate suc-
cessors of the Prophet, the Moslem world was employed in decid-
ing these disputes, instead of unitedly subjugating foreign nations.

When we remember that the Cross of Christ had remained
planted upon the walls of Jerusalem, for near three successive
centuries, under the protection of the Christian Emperors of
Byzantium, and that, from the reign of Constantine the Great, the
Greek and Latin Christians had annually made Jerusalem their
place of pilgrimage, to obtain the remission of their sins at the
Saviour’s tomb, it may be readily seen that the conquest of the
Holy City, by the followers of Mohammed, created dismay and
lamentation throughout all Christain lands.

The Mohammedans professed to reverence Christ as a pro-
phet, but they did not hesitate to levy and enforce the collection
of a heavy tax upon the Christian votaries who flocked to His
sepulchre.

The struggle for power between the Califs rendered a pil-
grimage to the Holy Land one of great personal danger, and
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even those who escaped violence, were subject to encounter
deprivations and hardships on the way. A supersitious belief
pervaded Christendom that the reign of anti-Christ was at
hand, and, during the tenth century, the whole West continued
to pour forth its thousands of Palmers to the Holy City. These
pilgrims carried a staff and leathern scrip. On their return
home, they generally carried some of the dust of Palestine, as
also the sacred palm-bough (hence they were called Palmers),
and hung it near the altar of their Parish church, as a sort of
pious trophy. For a time, the Califs protected the pilgrims for
the sake of gain, and, after their arrival in Jerusalem they were
preserved from violence for the same reason. But after the
lapse of years, even this comfort was denied them, and they were
insulted and robbed by the Infidels. But, the causes which led
to their greatest hardships, arose from a disunion of the Latin
and Greek Churches. This dispute arose so high that the pil-
grims found it almost impossible to obtain shelter beneath
friendly roofs, even with those bearing the name of Christian.
About the middle of the eleventh century, some merchants of
Italy undertook to provide an asylum for the Latin pilgrims.
In their commercial intercourse with Egypt, they, by means of
presents, secured the friendship of the Calif Moustrassenbillah,
and obtained from him permission to build a Latin church
within the walls of the Holy City. Accordingly a chapel was
there erected near the Holy Sepulchre, which was dedicated to
the Virgin, under the title of Mary ad Latinos. To this were
added two hospitals, or houses of reception, for Latin pilgrims
who might be sick or destitute. The hospital was dedicated to
Saint John the Almoner. History informs us that this Saint
John had been Patriarch of Alexandria, who, for his deeds of
benevolence, was surnamed the charitable. Hallam’s Middle
Jges, informs us that “ when Jerusalem first fell into the hands
of the Saracens, he sent money and provisions to the afflicted
Christians, and supplied such as fled into Egypt. Under the
patronage of Saint John the Almoner, the Orders of Knighthood
were first established, but when they became numerous, and
assumed a military character, they removed this Saint, and
thence dedicated their Orders to Saint John the Baptist.
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Soon after the erection of the hospital, several pious pilgrims
determined to return no more to their native homes, and thence
devoted themselves to the service of the sick and afflicted
wanderers, who continued to pour in from Western Europe.
This hospital was kept up mainly by alms annually collected in
Italy, by the benevolent founders. Within its walls the sick
were kindly nursed and skillfully treated, and those who had
been stripped of their little all, by the robbers with whom the
road was infested, weré clothed and fed, and all who died
received Christian burial.

The Hospital of the Almoner furnished the germ, the founda-
tion of the Orders of Knighthood, whose splendid achievements,
for near two hundred years, caused them to be denominated
“ the sword and buckler of Christendom in the Paynim war.”

The Hospitalers continued to increase in numbers, and to ex-
tend their relief to all Latin pilgrims who required aid, until
the fame of the Institution extended over the Christian world.

For more than sixteen years, this charitable Association was
permitted, silently and efficiently, to bestow alms, and offer re-
lief to suffering humanity ; but then a new cnemy appeared.
The Turkomans, a nation of barbarians, who, by their invincible
valor, crossed the Caspian, made conquest of all the cpuntry bor-
dering on the Euphrates, and turning their attention westward,
suddenly burst upon Palestine, and, by order of Malck Shah,
the most renowned warrior of the Siljookian race, the Saracens
were driven out of Jerusalem and the garrison massacred. In
this barbarous attack the most inhuman butcheries were perpe-
trated. The Hospital of St. John was despoiled, and avarice
alone saved the Holy Sepulchre from the destroyer’s hand. By
augmenting the tribute to be paid by each pilgrim, the bar-
barians made this the means of a valuable revenue. In many
instances, the tribute demanded was beyond the ability of the
poor Christian pilgrims, and it is recorded that some expired
at the gates of the city, without being able to behold the Sacred
Tomb.

In view of the foregoing facts, it is easy to account for the
wonderful excitement which soon after pervaded all Western
Europe. Those who were so fortunate asto be able to
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withstand the hardships, and escape the dangers, incident to a
pilgrimage to the Holy Land, returned with an account of the
manner in which the Holy Sepulchre was desecrated, and the
inhuman sufferings entailed upon the pilgrims. These “o’er
true tales” were repeated, until the very mention of Palestine
was calculated to stir the blood of every Christian, and nerve
the arm of the Christian warrior. For a time, the excitement
prevailed without even the suggestion of a remedy. At this
time, an obscure Frenchman, Peter, surnamed the Hermit, who
had himself experienced the inhuman treatment of the Turko-
mans, threw himself at the feet of Pope Urban II., and
besought His Holiness to arouse the Princes of the West to a
proper sense of the insult, and demand that a sufficient force be
sent to drive the enemies of the Cross from the Holy Land. The
Pope lent a favorable ear to the pleadings of the Hermit, but
not daring to lead in so great an undertaking, he encouraged
the pious enthusiast to visit the Christian countries, with a view
of stirring up the people, promising to embrace the first favor-
able opportunity to give encouragement to the scheme. Thus
encouraged, Peter, his body emaciated by fasting, traveled
without covering for his head or feet, making speeches every-
where. The singunlar humility of the man,* his holy life, his fine
oratory,t and, above all, the well-told story of the pilgrims’
wrongs, soon aroused all Europe, Eill thére was scarce a man or
woman who was not carried away by the excitement. In less
than a year the people of Christendom were in arms, and oppo-
sition would have been useless from their rulers, but,so far from
this being the case, the enthusiasm seems to have especially per-
vaded the higher ranks. In this state of things, the Pope called
two Grand Councils, and had no difficulty in inflaming the
priesthood. To the common people it seemed that their rulers
were too slow in their movements, and thus an inconsiderate
multitude rushed to the standard of Peter the Hermit, to the
number of sixty thousand, and besought him to lead them to the
Holy Land. The majority of these had sold everything they

® For a description of the personal appearance of Peter the Hermit, see
Knolle’ History of the Turks.
t Gibbon.
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possessed, and esteemed it an honor to employ the last shilling
in the holy cause. Husbands deserted their wives—wives
rejoiced in the cause which led to the separation—widowed
mothers sent forth their sons, ﬁrmly convinced that it was the
will of God.*

Led on by the Hermit and hls Lieutenant, Walter Sensavier,
this rabble army reached Constantinople. Every species of
vice, to which such a multitude might be supposed to be subject,
was perpetrated. Thousands of women, mostly of the lower
order, but including many of high respectability, followed in the
train. Already had intemperance, prostitution, and almost
every vice marked their progress, and rendered their approach
a source of uneasiness and alarm to Alexis, the Greek Emperor.
The atrocities perpetrated by this so called army, so disgusted
the Hermit, that, after in vain trying to reform them, he left
them immediately after they entered Asia. Walter remained,
still endeavoring to restore subordination, but all in vain.
Seduced by a false rumor, that the rich spoils of the city of Nice
were to be had without resistance, they rushed headlong, in
disorder and confusion, upon the city, when, by the preconcerted
plan of Soliman, the Turkish Sultan, they were surrounded by
the Infidel army and slaughtered, almost to a man. Thus ended
the first expeditionin the Paynim war. The loss of this rabble
army ncither dismayed nor dampened the ardor of the grand
army, which was soon to follow, under proper discipline, and com-
manded by Kings and Dukes. When this great army rendez-
voused at Constantinople, and went into winter quarters, it is
said, “ a more glorious army the sun never shone upon.” + The
Knights and their attendants alone amounted to one hundred
thousand fighting men ; the pilgrims, bearing arms, to about six
hundred thousand.} The first warlike demonstration of this
army was against the city of Nice, where the Hermit’s army had
perished. Soliman was prepared for their reception by having
thrown a numerous garrison of Turkomans into the city, which,
being strongly fortified, he supposed himself able to cope with
the Christians, and for .six weeks resisted, but was then com-

* Fuller. t Gibbon. $ Ibid.
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pelled to capitulate, or surrender, under a stipulation that the
city should be left in possession of the Greeks.

The news of this victory gladdened the hearts of thousands
at home, who had felt deeply grieved at the inhuman butchery
of the Hermit’s army. And now, more than ever, the clank of
Christian steel, like a storm god, filled the air. Western
Europe was literally in arms for the Crusade. On the other
side, all the warlike tribes of Asia, as one man, rose to repel
the invaders. The Sultans of Aleppo, Bagdad, Antioch, and
Persia, levied mighty armies; but, with a knowledge of all
this, the enthusiastic Christian leaders marched boldly on. At
Doryl@um, a bloody battle was fought, in which four thousand
Christians and three thousand Paynim Captains were slain.
The camp of Soliman was taken, and his army disbanded. This
victory was followed by the conquest of most of Anatolia ; and,
thus victorious, the grand army descended into the Syrian
plains, where they found Tarsus in possession of Tancred, one
of the Christian leaders, who had approached by a different
route.

At the beginning of winter, the army of. the Crusaders
approached and besieged Antioch, the once renowned capital
of Assyria. It was surrounded by a double wall, and garrison-
ed by twenty thousand veteran troops, who, for seven months,
resisted every effort of the Christian army, and fell, at last,
through the treachery of one of the inhabitants (1098)4 During
this protracted siege, the Christian army lost, by pestilence and
famine, upward of one hundred thousand men, and many of the
survivors were reduced to the necessity of feeding on carrion,
and even human flesh. Discord prevailed among the leaders,
and crimes the most detestable disgraced the Christian banner.

‘When the Crusaders left their native homes, Jerusalem was
in possession of the Turks; but the Calif of Egypt, who had
several times been driven from possession of the Holy City,
took advantage of the approach of the Crusaders, to send an
army into Palestine, which drove the Turkomans from every
town, and soon planted his standard again in the Holy City.
This news neither surprised nor dismayed the Crusaders. To
them it was of but little moment whether their cnemies were

2
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the Turkomans or the Fatimite dynasty, and, hence, when
Mostati, the Egyptian Calif, proposed a treaty which pledged
his friendship, but provided for his continued possession of the
Holy City, and the immediate return of the Christian army, the
officers of the latter rejected the proposal with scorn, and sent
the Calif word that they would open the gates of Jerusalem
with the same keys which they had used at Nice, Tarsus,
Antioch, and Edessa.

In May, 1099, the remnant of the Christian army took up
their march, and such was the terror which their victories had
produced, that they were enabled to pass unmolested through
Tripoli, Sidon, Tyre, Cesarea, Jaffa, and Ramla, and, finally,
beheld the towers of the most famous city in the world. The
shout of exultant joy, which burst from the lips of those in front,
wag taken up and carried back upon the line, until the whole
gave forth one continued roar of applause. The more pious
manifested their joy by casting themselves upon the ground,
kissing the earth, and moistening it with their tears.

On the Tth of June, 1099, the army of the Crusaders encamp-
ed before the walls of Jerusalem. And here we might pause,
‘and find lamentable cause for a sad commentary upon the
fortunes of war. The Christian army, thus far, had lost no
battle : victory had perched upon its banner, and triumph
marked its onward march, yet what was its present appearance,
compared with that which it presented in the plain of Bythynia ?
Of the seven hundred thousand fighting men, scarce twenty-two
thousand, capable of bearing arms, encamped before the Holy
City, the hope of seeing which had served to stimulate all who
had left their homes and their friends. The number who fell
in battle was comparatively small, but discase, desertion, and
those left to hold possession of the conquered citics, had thus
reduced the glorious army, and left to this small rcmnant the
honor of contending for possession of the tomb of our Saviour.
At this period, Jerusalem was not the impregnable city it had
been, when it so proudly resisted the attacks of the sovereigns
of Babylon and Rome, nor was it defended by that band of
brothers who fought in defense of the city of their fathers.
From the days of Adrian, the Jews had been scattered over
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the face of the earth, without a home, without friends, yea,
without a spot of earth upon which they could walk in broad
day, shielded by the mantle of justice. No wonder, then, that
this persecuted race stood aloof, and, unconcerned, beheld the
bloody conflicts for the possession of the home of their fathers.
They were encouraged to take up arms for the Saracens, only
by the prospect of imprisonment and starvation. On the other
hand, they had nothing to expect from the Chnstxans but
injustice and stripes.

The walls of the city included Golgotha, Bezetha, Moria, and
Acna. Mount Sinai, once a populous portion of the city, had
long been deserted, and was not now within the walls. The
city was defended by forty thousand regular troops, under com-
mand of Istakur, the’most renowned General of the Calif.
Twenty thousand of the Mohammedan inhabitants also took up
arms. All the Christians in the city were thrown into prison,
including Peter Gerard, the Superintendent of the Hospital of
St. John, whose well known piety and universal benevolence,
had won for him the admiration of the Infidel inhabitants.

To annoy and cripple the efforts of the Crusaders, the wells
and cisterns in the neighborhood had been filled up, and all the
adjacent timber, capable of being used in the construction of
warlike engines, was collected and burned.

The Counts of Normandy and Flanders occupied a position
northward of the city ; Godfrey and Tancred, on Mount Cal-
vary ; and Raymond, of Toulouse, to the South of Mount Sion.
On the fifth day of the seige, the first attack was made by the
Crusaders, and, so furious was the onset, that amid a storm of
arrows and fire-balls, they broke through the first barrier, and
boldly attempted to surmount the walls of the escalade; but the
want of engines and ladders rendered their bravery and zcal of
no avail, but subjected them to be driven back to their camp, with
great slanghter. To the mortification of this defeat, was added
extreme suffering for provisions and water. So extreme was their
thirst, that many dug holes in the ground, and pressed the damp
earth to their lips. Godfrey and Raymond then selected some
Genoese mariners, from Jaffa, who huilt two large moveable
towers out of timber brought from Lichem, thirty miles distant.
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On the night of the 15th of July, these towers were silently
rolled to the fortification. Drawbridges were made to extend
from the tops of the towers to the battlement. And now, when
the sun rose upon the inhabitants of the city, they beheld these
great towers standing at their walls, crowded with chosen war-
riors, impatient for orders and an opportunity to grapple, in
mortal strife, with their Moslem foe. The besieged, with great
fury, hurled fire-brands against the towers, and, so dexterously
was this done, that Raymond’s tower took fire, and burned so
rapidly that it was deserted. Godfrey had posted himself on the
summit of the other, and for a time, unaided, his bowmen main-
tained the battle. “But, at the hour,” says the Monk Robert,
“when the Saviour of the world gave up the ghost, a warrior
named Letalde, who fought in Godfrey’s tower, leaped the first
upon the ramparts. He was followed by Guicher ; Godfrey
was the third, and all the other Knights rushed on after their
Chief.” Each, as he leaped upon the ramparts, threw away his
bow and arrows, and drew his sword, “at the sight of which,
the enemy abandoned the walls, and ran down into the city,
whither the soldiers of Christ pursued them, with loud shouts.”*
The Moslems were pursued from street to street, from house to
house, and were indiscriminately mowed down ; for such was
the panic, that no regularly organized resistance was made. At
about three o’clock in the afternoon, the standard of the Cross
was seen to wave in triumph on the walls. Thus was the Holy
City rescued from the hands of Infidels, after having been con-
trolled by the enemies of Christianity, for more than four hun-
dred and sixty years.

Here, again, we find food for reflection. One would suppose
that the followers of the meek and lowly Saviour would, after
achieving a great victory, have the consistency to display the
principles which He taught, by showing mercy to the vanquished ;
but, alas for human nature! it is too much the same, in both
the civilized and savage breast. The victory of the Crusaders
was, indeed, a glorious triumph ; for it was acquired under the
banner of justice, and the result of that bold and daring

* Knolls,



ORDERS OF KNIGHTHOOD. 21

bravery, which alone could have prevailed. But how was its
brilliancy tarnished, and the holy cause disgraced, by the fero-
city, yea, the brutality of the conquerors? For three whole
days, an indiscriminate massacre was kept up, accompanied by
a licensed pillage of the city. Old and young were put to the
sword, and even suckling babes were inhumanly put to death.
Nor was this arrested until the Crusaders were worn down with
the fatigue of killing, after having slain ten thousand wretched
and helpless human beings. But, more inconsistent still, these
human butchers had no sooner tired of their work of death,
than they washed the blood of their victims from their hands,
and, bare-footed, walked to the tomb of Christ, kissing it with
(as they would have the world believe) holy fervor, and sending
up their anthems of praise, and repentant groans to the bar of
Justice. Anon, their enthusiasm was so hightened, .that they
fell at the feet of Peter the Hermit, praising God as glorified
through him.

At the time the city of Jerusalem was taken by the Crusaders,
a large army was on its march from Hgypt, sent by the Calif
to its succour. This army the Crusaders routed before it reach-
ed the city. The victory secured, for a time, exemption from
molestation, and the Christians were enabled to attend to the
establishment of their civil and religious institutions. By the
feudal polity, the conquered territory was divided among the
chief commanders, who, after taking formal possession, suffered
the Moslem peasantry to remain in vassalage. Godfrey is re-
presented as being a devoted and good man, and hence one of
his first acts was the institution of several new churches. He
also made it his duty to visit the Hospital of St. John, which he
found crowded with wounded soldiers, and so loudly did its
inmates extol the Hospitalers, that Godfrey was moved to
regard the Institution as worthy of being sustained by substan-
tial aid, and, accordingly, bestowed on it the lordship of Mont-
boire, in Brabant, with all its dependencies. His example was
followed by the principal chiefs of the Crusade.* Thus,in a
short time, the Hospitalers had the revenues of a great number
of rich towns, both in Europe and Asia.

* Sutherland.
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To the period of which we have been speaking, the Hospital
of Saint John had been simply a secular Institution, but when
Gerard was made Rector, and the large benefactions were en-
trusted to his care, he proposed to the brothers and sisters the
propriety of becoming a religious fraternity. The number of
Hospitalers had now greatly increased. Among those who
first determined to devote their lives to these charities, and
took the habit of the Order, were Raymond du Puis and Dudon
de Camps, of Dauphiny, Gastus, of Berdihz, and Canon de Mon-
taign, of Auvergne. Others not less pious and equally respect-
able followed their example, and it is proper to remark that
the Institution was well supplied with devotees before it receiv-
ed the above named patrimonies. Gerard, seeing rthat these
men and women had formally renounced their homes and their
relations, in order to devote their lives to acts of charity, readi-
ly imagined their happiness would be promoted by making the
links that bound them partake of the holy religion, and, there-
fore, proposed that they should dedicate themselves at the altar,
as the servants of the poor and distressed, and of Christ and
His cause. His suggestion met with a hearty approval, and,
accordingly, they solemnly renounced the world. The Brother-
hood assumed a uniform habit, which was a plain black robe,
with a white linen cross of eight points, fastened on the left
breast. Here is the foundation upon which was finally estab-
lished the great power and influence of the Orders of Knight-
hood. No sooner did this remarkable Brotherhood renounce
the world, and take upon themselves monastic vows, than
Pope Paschal II. commenced lavishing upon them his favors.
He confirmed all their endowments, exemptied the property
from tithes, and conferred on the brethren the privilege of
clecting their Superior, independent of all ecclesiastical or secu-
lar influence. Thus endowed, and thus protected by the head
of the Church, it is easy to perceive why it was that the noble
band increased, and, with their increase in numbers, wealth also
increased, and their popularity became universal. Godfrey was
soon left with but two thousand infantry and three hundred
horse. The small remnant of the once large army returned to
Europe, and such was their account of the battles, and the
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triumphs, that a new zeal filled Christendom with martial
clamor. New companies of Crusaders were formed every-
where, and resolved to make the attempt to reach the Holy
City, and strengthen the hands of Godfrey. Multitudes of pil-
grims abandoned their homes, and, headlong, bent their way to
the tomb of Christ. From the character of this motley crowd,
it could but be expected that a large number would reach
-Jerusalem, worn out with fatigue, and totally pennyless, and
hence the Hospitalers found constant employment in mitigat-
ing their suffering. These Palmers, on their return home,
spread far and wide an account of the charitable deeds of the
Hospitalers, and so universally were they beloved, that, ere
long, almost every Province in Christendom had given the Hos-
pital manorial rights.

Being thus enriched, the Rector erected a fine church on the
spot which tradition stated was the retreat of Zacharias, the
father of John the Baptist, to whom he dedicated it. He also
increased the buildings necessary for the Hospitalers. But his
master-stroke of policy, was to connect the Institution more
closely with the countries from which it had received endow-
ments ; to which end, he established subordinate Hospitals, or
Commanderies, in many of the maritime Provinces of the West.
Here is the origin of the term Commanderies, and of the sub-
ordinate Institutions of charity. They were so situated, that
they were of inestimable value to the Palmers who were on
their pilgrimage to the Holy Land. Here they found an asylum
from want and penury, and guides to conduct them on their
way, and guard them from the enemies of the Cross. Of these
gubordinate Commanderies, we may mention the houses of St.
Giles, in Provence ; Tarento, in Apulia; Messina, in Sicily,
and Seville, in Andalusia. These Commanderies were severally
protected, and granted special privileges by the successive
Popes.

Godfrey lived to govern Jerusalem but little more than one
year, and was succeeded by Baldwin, his younger brother, who,
not having the pious scruples of his predecessor, assumed the
title, and was proclaimed the first Christian King of Jerusalem.
Baldwin’s reign was, literally, eighteen years of warfare. By
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his valor and warlike skill, he greatly extended the Christian
possessions. During an expedition to the frontiers of Egypt,
in 1118, he fell a victim to the fatigues of war, and, like his
brother, his remains were consigned to a tomb in the church of
the Holy Sepulchre, an honor bestowed upon none but Latin
kings in after time. About this period, the venerable Gerard
died, and the Hospitalers unanimously eclected Raymond du
Puis as their Chief. With this Chief originated the military
character which, in after years, so distinguished the Orders of
Knighthood. Raymond was tried in courts and camps, and
when he came to rule over a band of religious friars, whose
lives were pledged to deeds of benevolence and pure beneficence, he
became discontented with the simple robe of the Hospitaler,
and, therefore, favored the project of uniting the duties of the
monk with those of the soldier. For this purpose, he gave to
the Fraternity a martial Constitution, which bound the Brother-
hood to defend the holy places, and, soon after, it was so
amended, as to require them to wage perpetual war against the
enemies of the Cross. The condition of things, when Raymond
was elected Chief, seems to have justified his plans ; for, all over
the country, regularly organized bands of robbers, composed of
Saracens, were to be met with, who watched every opportunity
to fall upon Christian pilgrims, and deprive them of their little
all. The Turkomans were ever on the watch for a favorable
opportunity to rush upon, and destroy the unfortified Christian
towns, and massacre the inhabitants. On the other hand, the
Egyptians neglected no opportunity to harrass the Christians,
from which, it will be seen that the Latins had no respite, and
it is not wonderful that even the Hospitalers were willing to
take up arms in defence of the holy cause. They did not
abandon their attention to the sick and wounded, but volun-
tarily took an obligation to be ready, at all times, to leap into
their saddles, and, at the point of the lance, to repel their
enemies.

Raymond organized the Hospitalers into three classes. The
first class was composed of men of patrician ancestry, and high
military station ; the second of priests; and the third of serv-
ing men. The first class, he termed Knights of Justice, who
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were appointed to bear arms, and who enjoyed all the dignities
of the Order. The priests were divided ; the one part, to per-
form religious services in the field ; and the other, to attend to
hospital duties. There was still another class, called Sergens,
or half Knights, who served either in the field or hospital, as
might be necessary. This class, afterwards, acquired great
fame, and added much to the military renown of the Orders of
Knighthood.

No candidate could be received into the first class, unless he
could show that he was of noble descent. At the introduction
of each brother, he took the monkish vows of obedience, poverty,
and chastity, and the Knights, in addition, bound themselves to
defend, with their swords, the Christian banner. The banner
of St. John had a white cross on a red field, and it was agreed
that any Kaight who should abandon it, or otherwise dishonor
the Brotherhood, in the Paynim war, should be publicly deprived
of his arms and his knightly habit. )

Such was the prevailing enthusiasm for military glory in the
Holy war, that, ere long, the ranks of the devoted Knights
became crowded with young men of high birth and fortune, from
every Christian land. The Brotherhood could no longer claim
to be composed of Latins, and, for the better regulation of the
whole, a division of the Order was made to suit seven different
languages, viz : of Provence, Auvergne, France, Italy, Arragon,
England, and Germany.

The first fame acquired in battle by the Knights was at the
retaking of Antioch, in bloody battle against the Turkomans
and Saracens, in 1119. '

About this period,* Hugh de Paynes, Geoffrey de St. Omer,
and seven other gentlemen of France, formed the praiseworthy
object of affording protection to the Palmers, on their pilgrimage
to and from the Holy Land. They imitated the Hospitalers
in making their Association consist of both military and relig-
ious dutics. For several years these nine Knights, destitute of
means, or protection from the head of the Church, continued to
escort the pilgrims, and guard them against the assaults of

* The manuecript of Father Hay gives the origin of the Templars in 1117.
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robbers, etc. So obscure were they, that, for several years, no
new members joined them, but true to their solemn vows, they
continued, with unabated zeal, to devote themselves to the assist-
ance and protection of the unprotected small companies of
Palmers. The fact of their union and their zealous devotion to
so praiseworthy an object, reached the ears of the King, and,
finally, those of the Pope, and they were, by both, encouraged
to persevere. The Pope gave his sanction to their desire, like
the Hospitalers, to constitute themselves a military Order.
Thus, from this Association of nine poor and friendless men,
sprang the Knights Templar, who, for more than two centuries,
equaled, and, in many respects, rivaled, the Hospitalers in
power and influence.

The Hospitalers encouraged this new Association, granted it
means, and, in various ways, assisted to give it character and
permanency. The members of this new Order were originally
called Soldiers of the Pilgrims. They wore a white mantle
over their military dress, as their distinctive insignia, to which
was afterwards added a red cross (a symbol of martyrdom),
emblazoned on the left breast. Their helmets, in token of
humility, had no crest, and their beards remained uncut.* Their
banner was of white linen, striped with black, and ornamented
with a red cross. Hugh de Paynes, the founder, traveled over
agreat part of Christendom, in order to make known the objects
of the Association, and add to the members. On his return, in
1129, he brought with him three hundred young men of noble
familics. The Constitution of the Templars, as did that of the
Hospitalers, required chastity and obedience—" and the Ancient
Templars are said to have been so outrageously virtuous, that
they held it a tempting of Providence to look a fair woman in
the face, and scrupled to kiss their own mothers.”+ From the
foregoing historical facts, our Companion Sir Knights will be
able to gather some truths, which should have due weight in
considering the ancient usages of the Order. We shall not
undertake to advise a change in the present dress or regalia of
the Order, and certainly not to introduce our ancient brethren’s

* See Mills' History of Chivalry. 1 Southerland.
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dread of lovely woman, but we would like to see Sir Knights
satisfied with a regalia approximating more nearly to that
anciently used. There seems to be no definite understanding as
to ‘the proper dress of a Knight Templar when on parade. We
have seen hats and plumes, chapeaux and plumes, of all shapes
and colors, and yet we find that, as a token of humility, our
ancient bretliren wore no plume or crest of any kind upon their
helmets. Why, then, should we seek to do so? The first
important support given to this new Association, came from the
famous Bernard Clairvause, who ably advocated the second
Crusade. He gave his special patronage and personal influence
in behalf of the Templars, and was the means of greatly enrich-
ing their treasury,and adding to their ranks. There were many
gentlemen who, not willing to devote themselves to the servile
duties of the Hospital, were nevertheless inclined to devote
themselves to the cause of the pilgrimage, and these preferred
to join the Templars, as theirs was more strictly a military
Order.

Before the second Crusade, the Templars had repeatedly dis-
tinguished themselves in battle ; indeed, there existed a generous
rivalship between them and the Hospitalers, and, in no instance,
were either known to shun danger or falter in battle. On the
contrary, the Brotherhoods were always foremost in battle, and
no wonder that they were soon regarded as the strong arm in
the Paynim war.

The second Crusade was mainly furnished by France and
Germany, and consisted of upward of two hundred thousand—
we can not say men, for certain it is that a part of these
soldiers, in the second Paynim war, were ladies. There were
bands of high born dames, headed by Eleanor, of Guienne, the
consort of the French King. These modern Amazons put on
military insignia, and appeared in the parades, but history has
failed to award them any further distinction in arms. For this,
however, an apology might be found by the women’s rights
party of the present day, as, it might truly be said, that but
few laurels were won in the second Crusade, even by the veteran
soldiers. In the few noted battles in this Crusade, the Hos-
pitalers and Templars most distinguished themselves. Conrad
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and the French King, who had the united forces, besieged
Damascus, and, but for treachery, occasioned by a wrangle for
authority over it when taken, the Brotherhood would have
achieved a victory. The treachery spoken of was the work of
the Latin Christians of Syria and Palestine, who had learned
that Conrad and the King of France had determined to give
the government of Damascus to the Count of Flanders, Thierri.
Soon after the failure of the siege, the two leaders of the army
became disgusted with the conduct of the Christians of Syria
and Palestine, and, with the remnant of their followers, return-
ed to their homes, having done but little more than * march up
the hills, and then march down again.” Raymond Du Puis had
been Grand Master of the Hospitalers near forty years, and
had never yet seen his Knights flee in battle. In 1158, the
greatest battle since the taking of Jerusalem, was fought on
the plains of Putaha, between the Turkomans and Christians.
This was the last witnessed by the vencrable Grand Master :
and here, too, he was permitted to behold the undaunted
bravery of the Brotherhood, and the victory of the Christian
army, after the fall of six thousand Turkomans.

Raymond Du Puis died in the sanctuary of his Order, A.D.
1160, beloved by all Knights and Christians.

Auger De Bulben, a Knight of Dauphiny, succeeded Ray-:
mond, by the unanimous voice of the Brotherhood, who lived to
fill the office but about three years. The next Grand Master
- was Arnaud De Comps. He was advanced in years when his
brethren chose him as their head, and lived but a short time,
and was succeeded by Gilbert De Sailly.

Down to this period the Hospitalers and Templars had
moved on in harmony, hand in hand, in all battles. But the
King of Jerusalem, having conceived a plan for subjugating
Egypt, mainly with a view to the immense treasure to be thus
gained, applied to the Hospitalers and Templars to second his
scheme, promising to share with them the spoils. The Grand
Master of the Hospitalers readily gave his consent, but his
will was subject to the Council or Chapter. This body was
much divided, for it had to be admitted that the contemplated
invasion had no connection with their duties, either as Christian
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Knights or Hospitalers, but the temptation was too strong to
be resisted, and the majority decided in favor of the invasion
of the King. Large sums were borrowed to meet the expenses,
and the Grand Master proceeded to hire mercenaries, until his
force became a formidable one in numbers. The Templars
promptly spurned the bribe tendered them, as the cause was in
no way connected with their duty, and, moreover, because the
invasion would be in direct violation of a treaty signed by the
King, and approved by the Hospitalers and Templars. This
expedition of Amaury, the King, proved a total failure, as he
had been deceived and out-maneuvered by the Turkoman and
Egyptian commanders. The expedition returned in 1169. The
Grand Master, Gilbert, became so universally unpopular, because
of false reasons which he had used to obtain the consent of the
Council to this unfortunate expedition, that he was forced to
resign his office. Gastus was next chosen Grand Master of the
Hospitalers, but his government lasted only a few months,
when Joubert, of Syria, was chosen as his successor.

About this time, their enemies had made suchinroads upon the
Christian possessions, that the King of Jerusalem became alarmed,
for fear of the total expulsion of the Christians from Palestine,
and sent out an able messenger to beseech the Western Princes

.to send another Crusade; and historians say that he left his
kingdom under the care of the Hospitalers and Templars, con-
Jjointly, and repaired to Constantinople to solicit the immediate
aid of the Emperor Manuel. And now a new enemy appeared,
in the person of an Armenian Prince, Milon by name, who,
according to some historians, is represented as having been a
Templar, while others speak of him as an apostate Hospitaler,
who renounced his covenant, to prosecute a claim he had to the
sovereignty of his country. It seems that the Latins had favored
the pretensions of another aspirant, and this so incensed him
against the entire Christian band at Jerusalem, that he sought
the most dastardly means of revenge. He entered into a league
with the Infidels, and proceeded to overrun the Principality of
Antioch with fire and sword, and soon appeared on the frontiers
of Judea. This apostate Knight practiced greater cruelties than
even the Turkomans. Against the Hospitalers and Templars
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he conceived the deepest hatred, and never let an opportunity
glip, to put to death, in the most barbarous manner, all who
fell into his power Milon proved not an exception to the gen-
eral rule, that cruelty belongs to cowards, for no sooner did he
perceive that the Knights were in pursuit, in order to give him
battle, than he fled to the moutainous regions, where he knew
he would not at that time be followed.

About this time, the Templars were well nigh falling under the
condemnation of the crowned heads of Europe. Those of the
Fraternity who had possession of Tripoli, had long waged a
deadly war against a fanatical tribe of barbarians, whose Chief
was called the Old Man of the Woods, and who exercised unlim-
ited power over his tribe. His subjects believed that the faith-
ful execution of his orders, be they what they may, would insure
them future happiness. At his order they would enter a palace
in disguise, and murder whomsoever they were ordered, knowing
that at the next moment their own heads would be knocked off.
Nay, these singular human beings would instantly take their
own lives, if ordered to do so by their Chief. ‘

The neighboring Princes did not feel their own lives secure
against this band of religious murderers, and sought, by the most
lavish gifts, to win their favor. The Templars made no effort
to gain their friendship ; on the contrary, they declared perpet-
ual war against them ; and, having a government so constituted,
that the fall of their Grand Master did not seriously affect
their Association or prosperity, these Assassins, as they called
themselves, found that their secret manner of getting clear of an
enemy by murdering the sovereign, could have but little power
over the Templars, and, therefore, after various battles, in which
the Assassins suffered heavy loss, they offered to purchase peace
by the payment of an annual stipulated sum, and thus were they
living, until a short time before the death of Amaury, the King,
to whom they proposed to become Christians, on condition that
he would remit the payment of the sum stipulated, in the future.
The King was elated at the idea of so many converts to the
Christian religion ; he consented to grant their request, and
sent back the envoy under an honorable escort. On the journey,
a Templar named Du Mesnil encountered the embassador, and
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feeling indignant at the impudent request,and the unwise course
pursued by the King, ran upon the envoy and slew him with his
sword. The King was enraged at this conduct, and demanded
of the Templars that Du Mesnil be instantly given into his hands.
This the Templars refused to do, alleging that their guilty
brother could only be tried by their own laws, and the head of
the Church, at Rome. This answer of Odo, the Grand Master
of the Templars, was in strict conformity with the privileges
granted by the Popes of Rome, nor was it given with a view to
shield the murderer, for he was already in irons, awaiting his
legal trial. But this defiance of kingly power was not likely to
find favor in palaces, and certainly not in the one at Jerusalem,
for, in defiance of Odo’s will, the King took Du Mesnil and
threw him into prison, from which it is not likely he would have
escaped, but for the death of the King, which soon after occurred,
1173.

Amaury was succeeded by his son, Baldwin I'V., who was not
only under age, but a sickly and indolent youth. Raymond,
Count of Tripoli, was appointed regent until the King arrived
of age. This Prince had several battles with Saladin, in the
first of which he won a great victory, and caused his enemy to
make his escape upon the back of a dromedary ; but his triumph
.was of short duration, as he suffered a terrible defeat at Jacob’s
Ford, on the Jordan. In this battle the entire Christian army
fled, except the Templars and Hospitalers, who alone main-
tained the battle, and, being so few, comparatively, they were
mowed down, neither geeking or receiving quarter. The Grand
Master of the Hospitalers, Joubert, now in his old age, was
covered with wounds, and bravely fought until he saw nearly
all his Knights perish, and then threw himself into the Jordan,
and succeeded in swimming across it. The Grand Master ot
the Templars was borne down and captured by the enemy.
Saladin offered to exchange him for one of his relations, but
the fearless Grand Master refused the proposition, alleging
that it would disgrace the Order, who were pledged to conquer
or die, for their head to set the example of surrender with the
hope of being exchanged. It is said, that in this battle, a
Templar, named James De Maille, mounted on a white horse,
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fought so braverly, that the Saracens gave him the title of
Saint George, and hoping thereby to acquire his great courage,
actually drank his blood.

The disasters consequent on this defeat were well nigh fatal
to Christianity in Palestine. The Christian army was disband-
ed, the whole country was overrun by the barbarians, the King
was an inefficient, sickly monarch, Joubert was incapable of
service by reason of his wounds and great age, and Odo, the
Grand Master of the Templars, was in close captivity. Thus
were both Orders without a leader. In this extremity, the
venerable Grand Master of the Hospitalers, over-estimated his
physical powers, by throwing himself at the head of a few
chosen Knights into the castle of Margat, to defend it from a
strong force sent against it by Saladin. The defense made by the
Knights covered them with honor, as did all their battles. The
old Grand Master beheld the ramparts strewed with the bodies
of his brave Knights, and, yet, true to the pledge of the Order,
he spurned the demand to capitulate. At this the enemy be-
came enraged, made a desperate attack, and succeeded in
carrying the fortress. Joubert, though courting death, was
compelled to behold the last of his companions hewn down at
his post, and then found himself a captive, to be thrown into a
dungeon, where he was cruelly deprived of the very necessaries
of life, and thus terminated his illustrious life, in 1177.

The Order elected Roger De Moulins, a Norman Knight, as
his successor.

About this time, a series of misunderstandings and petty
quarrels rendered the military Orders nearly as hostile to each
other as they were to the Infidels. Christian charity and true
piety no longer held together the bonds of union, but instead
thereof a spirit of rivalry, fed by a desire for office and distinc-
tion, created jealousy and hatred, until the cause which they
had sworn to mantain was in danger of being lost. For remedy
the King appealed to the Pope, who, well knowing that the
welfare of Palestine depended mainly upon the united efforts
of the Orders of Knighthood, issued an order commanding
them to abandon their feuds, and sign an article of recon-
ciliation, based upon their pledge to mantain the cause of
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Christianity in Palestine, etc., which they reluctantly obeyed,
and which, for a time, restored harmony, but afterward seemed
rather to redpen and make wider the breach.

From the period above to the year 1186, every thing had
remained unsettled in the kingdom whose crown thus changed
hands. New efforts had been made at the Courts of France
and England for a new Crusade, with but partial effect, and the
Hospitalers and Templars continued to wrangle about place.
But now the storm, so long threatened, burst upon the kingdom.
Saladin had succeeded in making a traitor of the Count of Tri-
poli, and, being thus aided by a willing tool at Jerusalem, march-
ed an army, composed of chosen men, into Palestine, in 1187,
and laid siege to Acre. The Grand Masters of the Hospitalers
and Templars threw themselves into the fortress with a strong
body of Knights, who now seemed to forget their quarrels, and
unite for the safety of the kingdom. The commanders deter-
mined to give battle to Saladin, and, accordingly, marched out
before day, and fell upon the sleeping enemy. For a time, con-
sternation and confusion took possession of the Saracens, and
victory seemed to declare in favor of the Christians, but the
Sultan presented himself in the midst of his panic-stricken
soldiers, and, by his well known voice, rallied them in battle
array. The Knights, to a man, fought bravely and well. The
Grand Master of the Hospitalers repeatedly charged the enemy
with skill and courage, but, at last, his horse received a deadly
wound, and fell, with his rider under him. The Hospitalers,
seeing him fall, formed around his body, which thus became the
centre of mortal conflict between Christian and Saracen. The
body of the brave De Moulins was found buried under a pile of
the dead, chiefly Turkomans and Saracens. He was interred at
Acre, with the honors of the Order, lamented by all the nation.
Garmier, of Syria, Grand Prior of England and Colonel Gen-
eral of the infantry of the Order, succeeded to the Grand
Mastership.

To avert suspicion, Raymond, the traitor, proposed to Saladin
that he should attack his own possessions, and accordingly laid
siege to Tiberias. The town fell into the Sultan’s hands, but
the Princess, being ignorant of her husband’s treachery, retired

3
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with the garrison into the castle, and made preparations for a
resolute defense. These facts were communicated by Raymond
to the King, urging, at the same time, a large force to defend
the important place. The King adopted his perfidious advice,
drained all his fortresses of the troops for their defense, and
crowded his ranks with citizens and peasants, who were totally
ignorant of war, and, thus prepared, took the field. The traitor
occupied a prominent position in this army. On arriving near
the position of Saladin, Raymond prevailed with the King to
select a position where he knew water could not be procured.
Within twenty-four hours, the King discovered his error, by
perceiving that he must either have water or suffer a defeat, and
he ordered an attempt to be made to force a passage to the river.
The T'emplars, with their accustomed bravery, volunteered to
lead the van, and, rushing upon Saladin, they charged the Sara-
cen line with so much effect that it was immediately broken.
But, at this eventful moment, when it was made the duty of
the Count of Tripoli to follow and support the charge, the
traitor turned his back and fled. His command returned to
their former position, and thus the Templars were left at the
mercy of the enemy, and were all slain or made captives. The
Christians, having failed to make a passage to water, were com-
pelled to pass another night, suffering the torments of thirst.
All discipline was lost sight of, and, in this condition, Saladin
attacked them, and, with very little resistance, annihilated the
entire army. The carnage is represented as being dreadful, as
the Infidels showed no quarter, and the life-blood of thirty
thousand Christians ran in currents among the rocks.

Among the captives taken by Saladin were the King, the
Grand Master of the Templars, and a great number of Lords.
The Grand Master of the Hospitalers, after performing many
feats of valor, and seeing the battle irretrievably lost, cut his
way through the enemy and fled to Ascalon,and soon after died.
Saladin spared the lives of all except Reginald De Chatillon,
who was not improperly put to death, as he had certainly con-
ducted himself with less humanity than the great majority of
barbarian commanders. It is worthy of remark, that Saladin
was not only one of the wisest, but, we think, the very best



ORDERS OF KNIGHTHOOD. 35

Sultan with whom the Christians had to contend. Deeds of
benevolence and acts of kindness and mercy were pérformed by
him, on all occasions, and these traits of character, together with
his sense of stern justice, were witnessed on the occasion above
referred to. While he demanded of Reginald De Chatillon
immediately to renounce his religion, and struck his head off on
his refusal, he did not do so without reminding him of his crimes.
He further exhibited his noble traits, by sparing the lives of his
other captives, without exacting a similar indignity. They were
sent prisoners to Damascus.

The kingdom of Jerusalem seemed now to be drawing rapid-
ly to a close. The King and the principal nobility were in
captivity, and the military Orders were nearly extinct. The
remnant of the Hospitalers met, it is true, to choose a Grand
Master, to fill the place of their venerable Chief, who fell at
the battle of Tiberias; but, so far from hearing wranging for
office, that of Grand Master was no longer an object of com-
petition, but so evidently pregnant with hardships and perils,
that the Brotherhood, with difficulty, prevailed upon Ermengard
Daps to accept it, which he did, under a solemn conviction that
he and his companions were only left the privilege of seeking
an honorable death, and which, he hoped, would occur before
the final fall of Jerusalem. This Grand Master was installed
in 1187.*

Soon after the events above recorded, Saladin, who had not
been inactive, but continued his conquests, laid siege to Jerusa-
lem, which was now defended by only a few thopsand Christians,
a great portion of whom were followers of the Greek Church,
and, therefore, hostile to the Latin rule. The Queen, seeing no
hope, offered to capitulate, but Saladin, knowing the weakness
of her forces, rejected her proposition, and declared that, if the
city did not immediately surrender, he would scale the ram-
parts, and avenge himself by an indiscriminate massacre of the
the inhabitants, upon whose skirts still hung the Moslem blood
shed by Godfrey, of Bouillon. This answer fired the Latins to
desperation, and, to a man, they determined to die in defense -

* One or two historians say that his installation took place in 1191.
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of the city. Even the women volunteered, and prepared, side
by side, to fight with their husbands, fathers, and brothers, and,
if need be, to bury themselves beneath the fallen walls of their
houses ; and, so bravely was the defense made, that, at the end
of fourteen days, the Sultan gladly signed the same treaty he
had rejected. The terms were honorable to the garrison and
to Saladin. The city was left undespoiled, and the Latin
Christians were permitted to march out with their arms, and
were guaranteed a safe convoy to any point by them to be
named. The native Greeks were permitted to remain, but such
as were Latins by descent, were required to pay a ransom, or
become slaves. To the Latins, the last night of their stay in
the city was one ever to be remembered. It was passed in
lamentations and inconsolable grief for the fall of the Holy
City. They were now about to be torn from the tomb of our
Saviour, perhaps never again to behold the holy ground, and,
filled with mourning, they repaired, for the last time, to the
Holy Sepulchre, and prostrated themselves before it. Saladin
did not enter the city, though the gates were thrown open,
until these mournful rites had been performed, and the inhabi-
tants had time to march out. The women, carrying their
infants, passed out at the head of the procession. After them
came men, carrying provisions, and such relics as they could
conveniently take away, and, lastly, came the Queen, with her
two infant daughters, surrounded by the priesthood, and the
few military still left, able to bear arms. It is said that some
of the Christian women, as they passed Saladin,.besought him,
in the most touching manner, to set at liberty their husbands,
who were then held by him in prison, and that, on learning
their names, he graciously did what they requested. Nor did
the generosity of the conqueror end with this act of kindness.
As soon as he learned the benevolent attention of the Hospital-
ers to the sick and afflicted, he granted ten of them permission
to remain a year in Jerusalem, to attend to the cure of such as
had been confided to their care.

On the 2nd of October, 1187, eighty-eight years after its
conquest by the Crusaders, Saladin, a Mobhammedan Sultan,
entered and took possession of the Holy City, ordered the bells
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of the Christian temples to be broken, “and the Patriarchal
church, which had originally been a magnificent mosque, built
by the Calif Omar, on the ruins of the former Temple of
Solomon, was carefully purified with rose-water, and again
dedicated to infidel rites.” *

After being compelled to admire the character and liberal
bearing of Saladin, we are surprised to learn that he descended
so far below his high reputation for wisdom and religious toler-
ance, as to order the great cross which surmounted the dome
of the Patriarchal church to be torn down, and, for two succes-
sive days, to be dragged through the streets of the city.

And now, after near a century of war and bloodshed, in
which the Christian world had more or less participated, the
Holy Sepulchre was once more in possession of the Moham-
medans, and nowhere in Palestine did the Christian Cross ap-
pear as a rallying point to its followers, except at Antioch,
Tripoli, and Tyre ; and very many of the fugitives from Jerusa-
lem, regarding their cause as forever lost, left the country and
settled in the West.

¢ Sutherland.

&+



CHAPTER IL

THE loss of Jerusalem, it is said, so wrought upon the fecl-
ings of Pope Urban III., that he fell a prey to grief. Dismay
and sorrow pervaded Europe. The Cardinals at Rome re-
nounced all temporal pleasures, and declared themselves and
flocks as unworthy to wear the name of Christians, so long as
the Holy City remained in possession of the barbarians; but
these loud professions of piety and valor, were afterward proven
to be professions only, for when William, of Tyre, besought their
personal services in another Crusade, they could only be induc-
ed to recommend others to engage in it. Philip II., of France,
and Henry II., of England, agreed to settle their difficulties,
and unitedly enter upon a new Crusade, for the deliverance of
the Holy Land from Mohammedan rule, and measures were
forthwith adopted to raise the means for fitting out a large
force. Before the expedition was in readiness, Henry died, and
was succeeded by his son, Richard I., who was afterward known
as Cceur de Lion. He immediately took steps to carry out the
plans of his father, in furtherance of the Crusade. Frederick
Barbarossa, of Germany, and about seventy of the Princes of
his empire, entered heartily into the enterprise, and, indeed, all
Christendom, Spain excepted, took part in the new Crusade, the
Christian communities alone withholding their contributions,
under the pretext that they should not be taxed to carry on
wars, it being their business to pray for the prosperity of
Christian arms.

The Crusaders commenced arriving at Acre in 1190, and fam-
ine began its work of destruction in the Christian ranks.
Here originated a new Order of Knighthood. The German
Crusaders, finding that famine and disease were carrying off
their brethren-in-arms, knew not where to look for relief.
About this time, a company from Bremen and Lubeck arrived
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by sea, and fecling compassion for their countrymen, who were
dying from disease, aggravated by exposure, benevolently form-
ed the plan of making a large tent from the sails of the ship.
In this tent the sick were nursed and cared for by those who
volunteered their services, and thus originated the Teutonic
Order of Knights, which was confined to the Germans. By an
edict of Pope Celestine, dated February, 1192, this new Order
was required to frame its laws after those of the Knights Hos-
pitaler, so far as related to benevolence, and after the Templars.
concerning military operations. This Association was known
by the title of the Teutonic Knights of St. Mary, of Jerusalem.
Their dress was a white mantle bearing a black cross, trimmed
with gold.

The King of France arrived before Acre, which had been
beseiged by the forces raised by the late King of Jerusalem,
composed of newly arrived Crusaders, and the then military
Orders. The King of France did not see proper to make an
attempt to take the city, until the arrival of the King of Eng-
land (which took place on the 8th of June, 1191), who soon after
distinguished himself by his bold daring, whence he was styled
the Lion hearted King. Mainly owing to his skill and bravery
in conducting the attack, the city capitulated on the 13th of
July, and the standard of the Cross was once more raised in
that famous city. But glorious as this conquest was estecmed
it was dearly purchased, as it is computed that more than one
hundred thousand Christians perished before the walls, mainly
from famine and disease.

The Hospitalers, since the fall of Jerusalem, had held their
head quarters at Margat, but now they substituted Acre. Their
Grand Master having died, they elected Godfrey de Duisson,
an aged Knight, in 1191.

The taking of Acre constituted the only achievement of imn-
portance effected by this Crusade, for, soon after it, Philip of
France returned to his kingdom, and desertions continued to
thin the ranks of Richard, until he was left powerless. But
he had quite a sufficient force to retake Jerusalem, and, burning
with desire to do so, had approached within a day’s march
of the city, and Saladin, feeling his inability to hold out
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against him, was revolving in his own mind the terms of capi-
tulation, when, from some cause, a panic fell upon the Christian
army, which being composed of volunteers, Richard was not
able to restrain them from a determination to abandon the
country, and return to their homes. And thus terminated the
third Crusade. Richard, on his return to the West, was thrown
into an Austrian prison, and soon after died. Scarcely had the
Christians deserted Palestine when Saladin sickened and died,
beloved by his pcople and respected by his enémies. Indeed,
it may be truly said, that the character of no Christian, engaged
in the Paynim war, stands out more resplendently than that of
Saladin, who, though a barbarian in name, possessed all the
wisdom and virtue of the most refined of his age.

Grand Master Duisson died, and was succeeded by Alphonso,
of Portugal, 1202. This Grand Master undertook to reform
the habits of the Knights so far as to confine them to poor and
spare diet, and otherwise to enforce obedience to his will in all
things, which rendered him unpopular, and he was compelled to
resign. He was succeeded by Geofrai le Rot, a Frenchman,’
1202, who found the Order resting on their arms because of the
six years’ truce, signed by Richard and Saladin. But a failure
in the Egyptian crops was producing universal distress in Pal-
estine, and thousands were dying of famine daily. It is said,
at this period, the Hospitalers possessed principalities, cities,
towns, and villages, both in Asia and Europe, and held, within
Christendom, no less than nineteen thousand manors.* The
Templars had also large possessions, though not equal in value
to those of the other Order. And, now that Palestine did not
require their united servicesin the field, their ancient jealousies
were renewed, which led to several battles, and peace was only
finally restored by the interposition of the Pope.

About this time, another Hermit, or Bernard, made his
appearance, in the person of Fulk, a priest of Neuilly. By
‘this man’s cunning, the spirit of chivalry, which had only sub-
-sided in Europe, was revived, and soon a large number of

* Manor, as here used, signifies the tillage of & plow and two oxen.—MATHEW
Pazis,
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princes and men of renown assumed the insignia of the Cross,
and, placing themselves under Boniface, engaged to prosecute
another Crusade to the Holy Land. This Crusade engaged the
Doge of Venice to transport them by sea to St. Jean d’Acre, but
not being able to pay the sum agreed upon, entered into the
employment of the Doge, and fought his battles, and afterwards
hired to a Greek Prince to do likewise, and thus the Crusade,
while it won,aswecll as wore the name of the fifth Crusade, was,
nevertheless, not a Crusade to the Holy Land.

In 1206, both the King Lusignan and his consort died. On
their death, Mary, daughter of Isabella and Conrad, of Tyre,
succeeded to the crown. Palestine being thus again destitute
of a king, and the Christians, being convinced that nothing
short of an able and efficient Prince could preserve order within,
and prevent attacks from without Palestine, sent to the'King
of France, requesting that he would name a proper person to
cspouse the Queen. The Sovereign nominated John, of Brienne,
a noble Knight of Champaign. The Christians of Palestine
built their hopes high upon this union, not doubting the ability
of their chosen champion to bring with him a large and disci-
plined army, but, with his utmost exertions, he was only able to
take with him three hundred Knights. -But his fame as a
warrior, was of itsclf a host, and, immediately after espousing
the young Queen, he mounted his war steed, determined to
signalize his honey-moon by deeds of valor on the frontier of
the enemy. But his efforts were vain, as the Sultan was able to
bring against him a force which he had not the power to resist.
For a remedy, he represented to the Pope the deplorable condi-
tion of the Christian cause in Palestine, and besought his aid.
The Pope summoned the Princes of the West to meet him in
Council, but various causes prevented obedience to this mandate
until June, 1215, when a deputation from almost every monarch
in Christendom, together with a great number of priests, assem-
bled at Rome. The result of this Council was a unanimous
determination to send out another Crusade. Andrew, King of
Hungary, was the first leader to unfurl his banner. Joined by
the chivalry of Austria and Bavaria, he embarked, with his fol-
lowers, in Venetian vessels, having despatched an invitation to
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the Grand Master of the Hospitalers to meet him in Council at
Cyprus. The Grand Master, attended by his officers, accord-
ingly obeyed this invitation. The King manifested the highest
veneration for the courage and warlike skill of the Hospitalers,
and, at his request, was received as a member of the Order.
In giving testimony afterwards in behalf of the Knights of Saint
John, the King said : “ Lodging in their house, I have seen thex
feed daily an innumerable multitude of poor; while the sick
were laid in good beds, and treated with great care, the dying
were assisted with an exemplary piety, and the dead were
decently buried. In a word, this noble militia are employed
sometimes, like Mary, in contemplation, at other times, like
Martha, in action ; and thus consecrate their days to deeds of
mercy, and to a maintenance of a constant warfare against the
infidel Amalekites, and the enemies of the Cross.”

The King of Hungary remained with the Crusaders but little’
more than three months, and though having done but little for
the cause, he returned home, leaving the Christian army destitute
of agreat leader. But this misfortune was soon remedied by the
arrival of William, Count of Holland, who brought with him
quite a large addition to the Crusaders. In a Grand Council
called by the King of Jerusalem, it was determined to turn their
arms against Egypt, and, first, to attack Damietta, the strongest
fortification in that country. Landing near the mouth of the
Nile, they debarked, 1218. In this action the Knights distin-
guished themselves by being always foremost in encountering
danger. After long and continued efforts, made with the most
enthusiastic zeal, a machine, invented by the German Crusaders,
was brought to bear against the town, and the post was taken.
At this time large reinforcements arrived in the camp of the
Crusaders, and, at their head, was Cardinal Pelagius, a proud,
overbearing priest, as Legate from the Holy See.

Grieved at the straightened condition of his favorite city,
Saphadin terminated his reign, by dividing between his six
eldest sons his dominions. Damietta fell to the portion of
Coradine, who set his heart upon its delivery, and, being urged
on by the same spirit of chivalry which had actuated his father,
he no sooner learned the improbability of his being able to
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throw assistance into the garrison, than he commenced negotia-
tions, and, in his zeal for the sufferers within, he offered to give
the Christians Jerusalem, Thoran, and several other cities, and
to restore the Holy Cross, which his uncle Saladin had taken
at Tiberias. The King and the Grand Master of the Hospi-
talers inclined to accept the offer, but the Legate Pelagius
rejected it, and his arguments prevailed with the council. At
last, after a siege of seventeen months, the city was taken ; and
eye-witnesses tell us that it wore the appearance of one vast
tomb—more than eighty thousand men having perished, and the
few who were left were so reduced by famine, that they had
barely strength to crawl from door to door. This victory was
goon after avenged hy the .enemy, who so hemmed in and sur-
rounded the Legate, with water let out of the river, when he had
been seduced to a given place, that, no means of escape offering,
" he agreed to restore the captured city. Thus terminated this
unfortunate Crusade. The Knights of St. John expended, in
. this expedition, about eight thousand byzantines in the public
service, and yet they did not entirely escape the tongue of slan-
der, as it charged them with appropriating to themselves some
remittances from Europe—all which, however, they triumph-
antly proved to be false.

In 1222, a Grand Council was held at Ferentino, in the
Campagna di Roma. This Council was attended by the Pope,
the Emperor Frederick II., grandson of Barbarosa, John de
Brienne, King of Jerusalem, the Patriarch of that city, the
Legate Pelagius, Guerin De Montaigu, Grand Master of the
Hospitalers, and Deputies from the Templars and Teutonic
Orders. Frederick, who was not inclined to bow very obse-
quiously to the Holy See, was induced to take an interest in
the cause of Palestine, by a promise of marriage to Violante,
only daughter of the King, and heiress to the crown of Jerusa-
lem. Thus bethrothed, he promised to lead, within two years,
ample forces to expel the Infidels from the Holy Land. But
there is good reason to believe that the Emperor was better
pleased with the “ pomp and circumstance of war,” than with
the hardship and dangers of the battlefield, for he made
excuses, and delayed this promised expedition four years, and
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then, being overtaken by a storm at sea, had a fit of ague, and,
under the advice of his physician, put into the first harbor, where
he remained inactive, until the naturally ill temper of Pope
Gregory IX. was so excited, that he publicly excommunicated
him. This koly curse was, in those days, fatal to every prince,
for all believed they were doing God’s service, to treat with
contempt prince or peasant, against whom the thunders of the
Vatican had been poured out. The churches were closed, Lent
was proclaimed, and the people were prohibited all indulgences
and pleasures, and Frederick found himself to be the occupant
of a throne, without the obedience of his subjects. This Prince
boldly stood out against the tyrannical mandates of the Pope
for a long time, but was finally compelled to supplicate for
mercy. During all this time, the Christians of Palestine were
in a deplorable condition. Living under a truce, the military
Orders were out of their element, as it were, and were wrangling
with each other. The reinforcements sent by Frederick were
insufficient, and the Grand Master of the Hospitalers, being
most of the time in Europe, they were without a leader in whom
they had confidence.

In 1228, after his excommunication, Frederick arrived at St.
Jean d’ Acre, where it was not known that he was under the
holy curse, but the Pope was not tardy in sending a dispatch -
with this intelligence, when the Hospitalers and Templars,
always obedient to the Holy See, refused to follow his standard.
But Frederick had the friendship of the Teutonic Knights, and,
with the forces he could command, unfurled his banner, and
took up his march. The Hospitalers and Templars could not
hear the Christian war-cry and remain inactive, and, hence,
were soon found following, under pretense of protecting the
probable retreat of Frederick’s army. This Prince knew well
the importance of the friendship of these Orders, and soon com-
promised with them, by agreeing that all orders should be
issued in the name of “ God and Christendom.” Thus were the
Knights reconciled, by withholding the name of Frederick from
all orders, though known to be issued by him. This army
entered Jaffa without opposition, and commenced rebuilding
the fortifications. But intelligence soon reached Frederick
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that the deadly hatred of the Pope was being displayed against
him, by an attack upon his Italian dominions.

Frederick had, through his agents, sought a reconciliation
with the Pope, but His Holiness spurned all overtures, and
made war against his authority. This unholy war of Christian
against Christian, by order of the great head of the Christian
Church, caused all Europe to stand aghast, and especially did
all Christendom look with horror upon this deadly strife, when
they beheld the merciless butcheries perpetrated to avenge
personal hatred.

Frederick finally entered Jerusalem in triumph, but here he
was compelled to behold the extent to which a blind worship
of the edicts of the Pope was capable of leading ; for now he
was to be crowned King of Jerusalem, but there was no one
who dared place the crown upon his head, and he was compel-
* led to take it from the altar of the Holy Sepulchre, and place it
upon his own head, and request the Grand Master of the
Teutonic Knights to pronounce an eulogium.

Here follows some testimony, greatly reflecting upon the
honor and integrity of the Hospitalers and Templars. A plot
was laid for the purpose of delivering up the Emperor into the
hands of the Saracens; and, though historians differ in their
version of its origin, the weight of testimony tends to prove
that the Pope was at its foundation, and that he commanded
the Knights to perpetrate the dastardly deed, in order that he
might be rid of his enemy. Certain it is, that information was
communicated to the Sultan of Egypt, that the Emperor was
about to return to Italy, and, immediately before his departure,
he would visit Jordan, in order to bathe in its sacred waters,
and suggested that a band of Saracens be sent to intercept and
put him to death, or make him a prisoner. But the Sultan,
proving himself to be more of a Christian, Infidel as he was,
than the head of the Church and his sworn followers, received
the proposal with abhorrence, and promptly sent the treacherous
epistle to the Emperor. This noble act of Coradine led to the
most happy results, as it produced negotiations, and, finally, a
ten years’ truce, and, strange to say, the terms were altogether
in favor of the Christians, which must have resulted more from
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a sympathy felt by Coradine for the Emperor, on account of
the malignant persecutions of the Pope, than from any fear of
the Christian army. By this treaty, Jerusalem, Nazareth,
Bethlehem, Tyre, and Sidon, were restored to the Christians,
with full liberty to rebuild their fortifications. Equal priv-
ileges, both civil and religious, were guaranteed to Christians
and Mohammedans within the Holy City, and all that was
reserved exclusively to the Mohammedans, was the Mosque of
the Temple, with the court and enclosure, where they believed
their Prophet commenced his nocturnal journey to heaven.

No sooner did Frederick return to Europe, than his personal
influence decided in his favor the war which the Pope had
waged against him. But the moment the head of the Church
was whipped at his own game, he availed himself of his im-
perial prerogative to wreak his vengeance, by adding to the
excommunication of Frederick a bull, which absolved the sub-
jects of the Emperor from all allegiance to him as their lawful
prince. This crowning act of Aoly meanness at once had the
effect to humble Frederick, and cause him to supplicate for
mercy.

Frederick, being now otherwise occupied, failed to send
asgistance to his subjects in Palestine, and he ceased to feel or
care for the country, and, but for the supervision the Hos-
pitalers and Templars exercised over the country, the very
order of society, necessary to its existence, would have been
destroyed.

In 1230, the Grand Master of the Hospitalers died, and was
succeeded by Bertrand De Texis.

During the Grand Mastership of Texis, a serious dispute
arose between the Bishop of Acre and the Hospitalers, in
relation to tithes. The Bishop was foiled at home, and an
appeal to the Pope still further condemned his cause, and
justified the course of the Knights, whereupon, this malignant
priest instituted a catalogue of charges against the Brother-
hood, of a most serious character. He charged, before the
Pope, that the Knights were false to their vows of chastity ;
kept loose women in their houses; protected robbers, murder-
ers. and heretics; and altered the wills of those who died



ORDERS OF KNIGHTHOOD. 47

under their care, etc., etc. These charges were most probably
as false as were the principles of the Bishop who made them,
but such testimony of their truth was furnished, as induced the
Pontiff to believe them true, for he dispatched an order, threat-
ening punishment, unless speedy reformation was produced. It
is rather singular that we can find nothing on record, going to
show that the truth or falsehood of these charges were ever
established by investigation, and thus, with the generally
upright conduct and consistent morals of the military Orders,
tending to prove them entirely groundless, we are not permitted
so to declare by any court of inquiry.

In 12381, Bertrand De Texis died, and was succeeded by
Guerin De Montacute.

In 1236, Montacute died, and was succeeded by Bertrand De
Comps.

Palestine, being now deserted by the Emperor, and not being
subject to his representatlves, was divided against itself. Inall
these disputes, th¥Hospitalers and Templars were found to be
in opposition to each other. Their ancient jealousies were
always revived when they were resting upon their arms. In
short, it would seem, from the history of these Orders, that their
noble bearing and high moral integrity were best seen on the
battle-field. The Hospitalers were no longer the humble attend-
ants upon the sick, but arrogant tyrants, under the influence
which their inmense wealth bestowed upon them. The Tem-
plars, though not so wealthy, were, nevertheless, possessed of
large estates, and they, too, had become slaves of their passions.
At this period, had not the Sultans of Egypt and Damascusbeenat
variance, Palestine could have been easily overrun and conquer-
cd ; but both these Sultans were striving for the friendship of the
Knights, and, hence, neither was inclined to make war upon the
Christian possessions. Indeed, so feeble had been the forces of
the Latin Christians from the days of Saladin, that, at almost
any time, Palestine could have been wrested from the followers
of the Cross, had there been concert of action between the Mo-
hammedan rulers.

About this time, another effort was made in Western Europe
to get up still another Crusade into the Holy Land. The truce
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which had been signed by the Sultan of Egypt and the Emperor
Frederick had expired, and the Sultan, hearing of the contempla-
ted Crusade, determined to drive the Latins out of Jerusalem.
Soon after, the vanguard of the seventh Crusade landed at Acre,
under command of Thibald, Count of Champagne. The Infidels
allowed them to reach Ascalon: without 6pposition, but, near
Gaza, they were completely defeated by an inferior body of
Saracens, and Thibald returned in haste to Europe.

The Earl of Cornwall, brother of HenryIII., King of Eng-
land, arrived soon after Thibald’s departure. Cornwall brought
with him the chivalry of England, and boldly advanced to Jaffa,
where he was met by an envoy from the Sultan of Egypt, with
a proposition for a new truce. This led to a treaty, whereby it
was stipulated that Jerusalem should become entirely a Chris-
tian city ; that the Christians should possess all the villages be-
tween the capital and the coast, and that they should be at liberty
to fortify all the restored posts. To this treaty the Hospitalers
gave their assent, but inasmuch as they had refused to sign the
one previously entered into by the Templars, the latter, influ-
enced by spleen, refused their approval of this. This produced
- great confusion, for, notwithstanding there were two truces, one
of the Orders continued at war with the Sultan of Egypt, and
the other with the Sultan of Damascus, and these two Sultans
being at variance, there seemed but little hope of terminating
the matter by amicable negotiations. But whatever feelings
animated the bosoms of the jealous Knights, all Christian hearts
were once more rejoiced to behold the insignia of the Cross,
from the Jordan to the Mediterranean Sea. Priests now returned
in swarms to the city of Jerusalem. The churches were cleansed
and reconsecrated, and the Hospitalers expended everything in
their treasury, and levied contributions from other Command-
eries, in order to insure the rebuilding of the fortifications.

Grand Master Bertrand de Comps died in 1241, under the
following circumstances : The Turkomans having invaded the
territories of the Prince of Antioch, he entreated the assistance
of the military Orders, and the Grand Masters of the Hospitalers
and Templars promptly responded to the call, led their Knights
to the scene of war, and gave the Infidels battle. In this bloody



ORDERS OF KNIGHTHOOD. 49

conflict, both armies fought with intrepid valor. Indeed, the
Infidels fought so resolutely, that the Grand Master of the Hos-
pitalers became enraged, and threw himself headlong into the
midst of the enemy’s squadrons. This daring act was mainly
instrumental in defeating the enemy, but the Grand Master
came forth so wounded, that he survived but a short time.

The Chapter chose, as the next Grand Master, Peter de Ville-

bride.
‘



CHAPTER III.

TrE Christian population of the Holy City had now incrcased
to about six thousand, but the rebuilding of the walls advanced
but slowly. Thus defenceless, the Korasmians, a savage people
from the shores of the Caspian, who had been driven from their
deserts by the arms of the Moguls, now, like an avalanche,
poured into Palestine, in 1243. These “ Parthian shepherds”
practiced their peculiar Pagan rites, and were equally hostile
to Christians and Mohammedans, and Christians and Moham-
medans saw it to be alike their interest, to unite and drive back
this threatened tornado of merciless beings ; but their combined
efforts were vain. Had Malek Kamel, the late wise and gene-
rous Sultan of Egypt, lived, it is quite probable that the result
would have been different; but his successor, Nogemadin,
stood aloof. Feeling himself secure, he cared little for his
brethren of Aleppo and Damascus, and still less for the fate of
the Christians of Palestine. He not only refused to take part
in the struggle, but, professing to have some cause of complaint
against the Templars, he communicated with the Korasmian
leaders, and informed them of the defencelessness of Jerusalem.

The Korasmians had been driven, with merciless barbarity,
from their homes, and, with no less barbarous feelings, they
sought a new home, careless in what direction it might be found,
or at what expense of blood. Barbacan, their Chief, no sooner
received this information, than, at the head of twenty thousand
horse, he speedily entered Palestine, before the Christians were
aware of his intentions.

The military Orders, as we have intimated, were generally
quarreling in time of peace; but the war-cry of the Cross
united them as brothers. They were now the only hope for
the defence of the Holy City, and they at once saw that resis-
tance would not only be vain, but, finally, fatal to the inhabi-
tants, and, therefore, all were enjoined to evacuate the city, and
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repair to Jaffa. The Knights went not to Jaffa ; but, taking
to the open country, prepared to seek a favorable opportunity
to give the enemy battle. Some of the inhabitants of the city,
who could not bring themselves to consent to leave it, threw up
some temporary defences, and determined to remain. The
Korasmians found no difficulty in overcoming this feeble oppo-
sition, and, entering the city, sword in hand, spared neither age
nor sex. That they might celebrate their victory with still more
massacres of defenseless human beings, they replanted the Chris-
tian standards upon the towers, and, thus deceived, many re-
turned, as they thought, to their houses and their friends, only
to be butchered by the barbarians. The Holy Church of Cal-
vary was profaned by these barbarians, and, that they might
seem less merciful than the wild beasts of the forest, they col-
lected, and drove to the Holy Sepulchre, a crowd of old men,
nuns, and helpless children, and there massacred them, as if for
pastime,

We pause, at this point in our history, to contemplate, as we
may be permitted, the wonder-working mysteries of divine
Providepce. If we turn our thoughts back, and behold the
pride and pomp of the various armies sent forth from all Europe,
for no other purpose than to win, by their blood and treasure,
possession of that spot of ground where, it is supposed, once
rested the body of our Saviour ; if we undertake to enumerate
the millions of lives sacrificed, in order to keep up the show of
Christian devotion, and more firmly to establish the divine
and temporal supremacy of the head of the Church, and, above
all, if we remember that the whole originated in a deep laid
scheme to bring the world under subjugation to the See of
Rome, we shall wonder less why it was that the splendid mili-
tary achievements of kings and princes were made to vanish
into nothingness, before a wild, unknown, and unlooked for band
of barbarians, at a time when Christendom was beginning to
regard the Holy Land as permanently and peaceably in posses-
sion of the nominal friends of the Cross. Can we belicve that,
if the cause of the Crusaders, concocted and put on foot by the
Pope, had been the cause of Christ and His holy reljgion, the
God of battles would have permitted twenty thousand strangers,
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without opposition, to enter the Holy City, never more to be
regained or occupied by a Christian people? Well might
Fuller, after recounting the thrilling incidents connected with
its history, exclaim :—*“ Sleep, Jerusalem, sleep in thy ruins ; at
this day of little beauty and less strength: famous only for
what thou hast been.”

After the fall of Jerusalem, the Sultan of Egypt sent a body
of troops to covperate with the Korasmian leader, while the
Sultan of Damascus gave assistance to the Christians, at the
earnest solicitation of the Knights. Thus situated, the Koras-
mian strength was numerically much the greatest, and yet the
Christians gained several inferior victories, till, at length, at
the urgent solicitation of the Patriarch, who, for the time, laid
aside his holy calling, in order to give aid to military opera-
tions, it was determined to hazard a gencral engagement. All
things being ready, the war-cry was heard, and the Christians
went into the fight with high hopes of victory, though the
enemy stood five to one in the field ; and to render thls ine-
quality much greater, no sooner did the battle rage with fierce.
ness than, through fright or treachery, the troops sent by the
Sultan of Damascus broke ground and fled. Thus deserted,
but not dismayed, the Christians stood their ground, and fought
valiantly for two whole days. Hospitalers and Templars vied
with cach other, to be foremost in the battle, and, by their
prowess, the field was strewn with the slain of their enemies;
but their lances were too few to penetrate the dense barriers
continually being filled up and presented against them, and,
finally, borne down by the might of numbers, the Christian
Knights, one by one, yielded up their lives at the foot of their
banner. The Grand Master of the Hospitalers, the Grand
Master of the Templars, and the Commander of the Teutonic
Knights, each and all fell valiantly fighting at the head of their
companions, and there escaped only thirty-tree Templars, six- -
teen Hospitalers, and three Teutonic Knights.

This disastrous and bloody battle was fought on the sea-
coast, near Gaza, 1244, and well nigh completed the calamities
of the Holy Land, for it almost annihilated these valiant bands
of military Knights, who from the days of Godfrey had stood
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the bulwark of Palestine—the strong arm of the Paynim war.
The little remnant who escaped the Infidel massacre threw
themselves into Acre, where the Hospitalers chose William De
Chateauneuf as their Grand Master.

Scarcely had the refugees recovered from exhaustion, and
before they had time to seek reinforcements, or even to or-
ganize for defence, the Korasmians, with their Egyptian allies,
encamped before Acre, at the same time that they invested
Jaffa. Sir Walter de Brienne, the Lord of the latter city, had
been taken captive in the late battle, and now, in order to
strike terror into the hearts of the inhabitants, and induce them
to yield without an effort, the Korasmians showed him, sitting
on a gibbet. But, to the surprise of his enemies, he earnestly
addressed his soldiers, beseeching them to put no faith in the
promises made to them. This magnanimous daring was not
punished by his immediate death, but he was reserved for even
a worse fate, in an Egyptian dungeon. '

Here, again, we would pause in wonder and astonishment, at
the handiwork of divine Providence. After the entire chival-
ry of Europe had, for near one hundred and ninety years, con-
tended manfully and successfully against the united powers of
the East, for possession of the Holy Land, an obscure tribe of
barbarians, unknown in the annals of warfare, indeed, scarcely
heard of as inhabitants of the earth, suddenly burst upon the
Syrian deserts, march to, and, almost without a blow, take pos-
session of the Holy City, despoil and desecrate every venerated
relic, and then, with irresistible force, devastate and destroy
wherever in Palestine they directed their course. And to
render this mystery the more remarkable, this very people had
scarcely accomplished the seemingly destined object of their
mission, when a fatal spell appeared to fall upon them. They
had scourged the Latin Christians; but, in turn, a still more
fatal scourge was pending over their own heads. Domestic
quarrels arose in their camp, deadly feuds ensued, and, man to
man, they were seen in mortal combat. Like locusts they had
suddenly overrun the Syrian deserts, and when they had strip-
ped the country of its beautiful foliage, they commenced devour-
ing each other. And still a greater number fell by the hands
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of the Syrian peasants, who, finding all organization and con-
cert of action abandoned by these barbarians, pursued and
destroyed them wherever they wandered over the country. So
fatally did the two causes above named operate upon the Koras-
mians, that Defore the final expulsion of the Latin Christians
from Palestine, this tribe of barbarians were annihilated, for,
from that period, their existence is not known—their name is
scarcely mentioned in the history of the world.

The Patriarch of Jerusalem and his Bishops laid before Pope
Innocent IV. the facts of the desolation of that City, and
depicted the horrid massacre of the brave champions, in such
terms as moved to tears his counselors, and they united in be-
seeching the Pope to summon, once more, the Christian nations
to send out another Crusade to the Holy Land. While Jerusa-
lem was being taken, and the Christian banner down-trodden,
the banner of St. Jobn was waving triumphantly against the
Moors in Spain, and the Tartars in Hungary ; and, even before
the news of the fall of Jerusalem was known, the western
nations were agitating the eighth Crusade; and, though their
enthusiasm was not so wild as in former times, a Council at
Lyons decided that a Crusade should be preached throughout
Christendom. Nor was that prcaching in vain, when the
cloquent speakers depicted the sufferings and inhuman slaughter
of the followers of Christ, at the verge of the tomb of our
Saviour. Louis IX., of France, a Prince of the best virtues,
having pious notions, partaking of extravagance, while suffering
under a painful sickness, made a vow to visit the Holy Land
with an army, if God would restore him to health. As soon as
this was known, his three royal brothers, the Counts of Artois,
Poitiers, and Anjou, and also the Duke of Burgundy, with
numerous friends, announced their determination to follow
him.

When the King assumed the Cross, he threw off all pomp,
exchanging the royal purple for the pilgrim’s habit.*

The military Orders were everywhere encouraged by the
prospect of ecfficient aid, and they drew from the Euoropean

* History of St. Louis, by Joinville.
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Priories their men and treasure ; but three years elapsed before
the King of France was prepared to take the field.

On the 12th of June, 1248, Louis went in procession to the
Abbey of St. Dennis, where the Pope’s Legate, in solemn form,
delivered to him the Oriflamm,* with the Palmer’s scrip and
staff. Having made his mother, Blanche, regent of his king-
dom, he embarked for Cyprus, and arrived at that place on the
28th of August. In consequence of the slow arrival of his
forces, Louis was detained at Cyprus eight months, during which
time he was piously engaged in advancing the Christian cause.
Through his influence, a reconciliation was effected between the
Hospitalers and Templars, who had imbibed some little jealous-
ies ; and now that they were once more on good terms, they
consulted Louis as to the best manner of effecting the liberation
of those members of their respective Orders, held as captives by
the Sultan of Egypt, and, it is said, the propriety of entering
into amicable arrangements with the Mohammedan Prince;
which proposition, Louis, in his Christian zeal, rejected with
dizdain. This incident, unimportant as it may seem, gave rise
to a charge of grave importance against the Templars. Though
the proposition, if made at all, came equally from both Orders,
yet the enemies of the Templars, only, effected anything.
They charged that the Grand Master of that Order was a secret
ally of the Sultan, which had been entered into, by each
opening a vein and causing their blood to mingle in the same
bowl. We have examined with some care for proof of the truth
or falsehood of the above allegation, and have to confess, that
we are still left in doubt. On the one hand, we know that the
Templars had ever been governed by that well nigh inhuman
law, which made it their duty to abandon any member of the
Order, who would suffer himself to be taken alive by the enemy ;
from which it would seem unreasonable to suppose they would,
on the occasion referred to, not only depart from this law, but
also propose an alliance with their bitterest enemy. On the
other hand, we find nearly all the writers, including Joinville,
seem to favor the truth of the charge. Fauller tells us, that thc

* Oriflamm, the banner of St. Dennis.
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custom of giving sanctity to treaties, by suffering the blood of
the parties to flow into the same bowl, belonged to the Infidel
nations—that they were in the habit of mixing the blood,
mingled with wine, and drinking it as a sacred libation. The
Knights Templar, of the present day, think they have strong
reasons for believing, that this, or a very similar custom, was
practiced by the Order itself, and, therefore, suppose it to be
of Christian origin.

Louis, at length, having received all his forces and supplies,
accompanied by his Queen and the Princes Charles and Robert,
made ready to set sail for the Paynim coast, on Trinity Sunday,
1249. And what a spectacle was there presented! eighteen
hundred sails dotting the seas of. Cyprus, within full view.
France had been almost depopulated, and its treasuries exhaust-
ed, to gratify the pious King. Sixty thousand men were here
being led by that wild and misguided zeal which had been enkin-
dled, mainly, by designing Popes, and had already cost Chris-
tendom millions upon millions of treasure, and thousands upon
thousands of lives.

About a week after he set sail, Louis, clothed in complete
armor, and overshadowed by the Oriflamm, leaped upon the
shore of Egypt, and gave battle to the enemy, who were there
ready to receive him., This battle was of short duration, but
though the Christians were victorious, it was not without a
hard struggle, and the loss of many valuable lives.

At Damietta, near where he landed, Louis was joined by the
two Grand Masters of the military Orders, from Acre, at the
head of a band of chosen Knights; and, also, by Longespee,
the fellow-crusader of Cornwall, who, on this occasion, suffered
his earldom to be confiscated, rather than obey his King, and
remain at home. Louis called a Council, and, while the older
and more experienced soldiers recommended an attack upon
Alexandria, and a cautious movement onward, he yielded to
the advice of his brother, Count of Artois, backed by some
young and impetuous Barons, and marched direct for Grand
Cairo. On their march they found no inhabitants, or appear-
ance of the enemy, until they came near Massoura, when five
hundred Egyptian horsemen came forward, and reported
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themselves as deserters from the Mohammedan army. The
King received them without suspicion, and made guides of them.
A detachment of the Templars, having advanced a considerable
way ahead of the main army, the Mamalukes suddenly drew
their swords and charged them with fury. But the Knights
were not to be intimidated by Saracen war-shouts ; they rallied
around their intrepid Grand Masters, and bravely kept their
ground until reinforced, when the Mamalukes were slain to a
man.* The King came up with the enemy, encamped on the
bank of the Ashmoum Canal, which was too deep to ford, and
he attempted to throw a bridge across it, but the enemy sct fire
to and burned the timbers as fast as they were put up. At
length, an Arab yielded to a large bribe, and pointed out a
ford, which the Count of Artois begged leave to sccure. The
King, fearing to trust entirely to so rash and headstrong a
leader, hesitated, but, finally, agreed to it, on condition that
the Knights of the Hospital and Temple should take the van,
the Count pledging himself to go no further until the main
army came up. At the head of fourteen hundred Knights and
two hundred English Crusaders, under the celebrated Longespee,
the Prince threw himself into the ford, and, though they were
met on the opposite bank by three hundred Egyptian horse,
they passed the ford with but slight loss. But no sooner was
this effected, than the Count forgot his pledge, and, in despite
of the warning of the Knights, pursued the fugitives to their
entrenchment, and entered pellmell. A panic seized the enemy,
who supposed the whole Christian army were upon them,
hastily fled, and, even the garrison of Massoura, threw open its
gates, and joined their countrymen. The Prince, carried away
by his success, instantly proposed to the Grand Masters, to
proceed at once to storm the town. The Knights entreated
him to pause until the main army came up, urging that, as soon
as the Saracens should discover their small number, they would
rally in full force, and cause them a disastrous defcat. The
Prince answered : “ I now see that it is not without reason that
the Knights of the Temple and Hospital are accused of favoring

* Camden.
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the Infidels ; for, in this speech, I have proof of their treachery
and sedition. It is for selfish ends alone that they drain the
West of gold, and prevent the war from being brought to a
termination. Who is there that knows not with what dif-
ficulty the Emperor Frederick escaped their snares and am-
bushes ? 7 *

The Grand Master of the Hospitalers replied : “ Think you,
great Prince, that we have abandoned our fortunes and our
homes, and taken the religious habit in a strange lund, where
our lives are constantly in danger, only to betray the Christian
Church, and to lose our own salvation?” And the Grand
Master of the Templars, with indignant rage, called to the
standard bearer : “ Display your banner! arms'and death must
this day decide our fate and honor. While united, we were
invincible ; but division will destroy us.” William Longespee
endeavored to restore good feelings, by reminding the French
Prince, that the counsel of so renowned a warrior as De Sonnac,
Grand Master of the Templars, was entitled to great respect.
The Count answered, sneeringly : “ Behold the courage of these
cravens, who wear tails! How fortunate would it be for the
army if we were quit of them.” +

The cheek of every English Knight burned at this gross
insult, for they knew it referred to a low superstitious rumor,
that the English were being punished for the murder of Thomas
a Becket, by being reduced to brutes; but Longespee scorned
any other notice of it than by saying : “ Count Robert, I will go
go far into danger this day, that you shall not even dare to keep
at the tail of my horse.” Thus inflamed with passion, the
Crusaders and Knights rushed into Massoura in disorder, and
commenced to pillage the city. The Count of Artois, at the
head of a small band, continued the pursuit. The Saracens, per-
ceiving the small number of their enemy, rallied, and,with mad
impetuosity, renewed the conflict. Bendocdar took the com-
mand in place of Sacedeen, who had been slain, and the French
were driven back, in disorder, into the town, which was
instantly invested, at the same time sending a powerful body of

* Hakluyt. . t Fuller.
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troops to oppose the approach of the King. And row com-
menced the work of slaughter. The inhabitants of the town,
perceiving the small number of the Christians, openly attacked
them in the streets, and stones, arrows, and Greek fire were
showered down upon them from the tops of the houses. It is
said that the Count, seeing all was lost, repented of his harsh
language, and cried out to Longespee: “Fly, fly, for God fights
against us.” The English Earl replied : “ God forbid that my
father’s son should fly from the face of a Saracen ;” and, though
unhorsed and wounded, he dashed into the thickest of the fight,
and gave up his gallant spirit on a pile of the slain.

Only three Templars, four Hospitalers, and three Teutonie
Knights survived. The Grand Master of the Hospitalers was
captured, and the Grand Master of the Templars, with the loss
of an eye, and covered with wounds, cut his way through the
enemy, so exhausted from loss of blood, as to be barely able to
reach the King* who, enraged at the account of the battle,
charged the Egyptian army in person, and was ever to be seen
in the thickest of the fight. The Grand Master of the Temp-
lars, in this onset, received a wound in the other eye, which
terminated his life. The Christians and Saracens each claimed
the victory of this battle ; but, be this as it may, it was fatal to
the Christians. The Saracens cut off all communication between
the Christian army and the coast ; the air became pestilential,
from the unburied slain, and a fatal disease was added to famine.
Louis was contemplating a retreat, when the Saracens burst
into his camp, and commenced a general slaughter of the sick
and helpless. The King, though laboring under disease, seized
his battle-axe, and rushed to the scene of conflict. Sir Godfrey
Sergines finally withdrew Louis, and carried him to a village,
where he was afterward taken prisoner, together with the
Counts of Anjou and Poitiers, and nearly all his followers who
remained alive. Louis ransomed himself and his army, by the
payment of about sixteen thousand livres, and a ten years’
truce was agreed to ; and the King, with the remainder of his
army departed thence, 1250, ta Acre, where he remained about

* Joinville.
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four years, not being willing to return to France without
accomplishing something for the cause of Christianity. During
his stay at Acre, he received a message from the Old Man of
the Mountains, who sent two of his Assasins to demand the usual
tribute, or safety bribe. These messengers stated that Frederick,
of Germany, Andrew, of Hungary, the Sultans of Egypt, and
many other monarchs, had paid it, knowing that their lives were,
at all times, in the hands of the old Chief, and that Louis must
either pay or obtain the Old Maa’s exemption from the tribute,
which hie was bound to pay to the Grand Masters of the Temp-
lars and Hospitalers. On being asked why they did not sacrifice
the Grand Masters, they replied that if a Grand Master be
slain, another would, at once, spring up, and nothing would be
effected. The King refused to pay, or negociate with the mes-
sengers, but referred them to the Grand Masters, who declared
that their characters as deputies alone saved them from being
thrown into the sea, and ordered them to return, and tell their
Chief that, if he did not make satisfaction to the King, for the
insult, within fifteen days, the Knights of the two Orders would
see to his chastisement. Within the time, a present of a shirt
and a ring, was sent to the King, as a token of friendship and
protection.

In the four years Louis remained at Acre, we find nothing
which can satisfactorily account for that sojourn from his king-
dom. True, he repaired the fortifications of that city, and
rebuilt two or three at the neighboring towns, and left some
troops and money with the Syrian Christians ; but, in all that
transpired during this, or the second Crusade, made in his old age,
we find nothing, save a wild zeal for the Church, calculated
to give him character or renown. He almost beggared France,
. by draining its treasure, and made thousands of widows and
orphans, by the lives which he sacrificed in the Paynim war ; but
we are left in doubt whether either, or both, called for his can-
onization.  ~

Palestine being without a king, the Grand Masters of the twq
Orders were now in unlimited power, and none were better
qualified for the trust, had there been the proper good feeling
subsisting between the Orders themselves ; but, unfortunately,
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while they knew that party feuds, among the Syrian Chris-
tians, were at the foundation of the most of their troubles, and
that the kingdom of Jerusalem could not be maintained, except
by concert of action, still were they ever ready to burst out in
open quarrels, superinduced by a jealous watchfulness to prece-
dency, and an ambitious desire each felt to obtain superior
military renown. When engaged against the common enemy,
they were ever united, and equally invircible ; but no sooner
were they resting under a truce or treaty, than their quarrels
would be renewed, leading often to bloody conflicts between
individual Knights, and, sometimes, skirmishes, or hard fought
battles between detachments. In 1259, a battle was fought by
all the distinguished Knights of both Orders, and, so desperate
was the conflict, that, though the Hospitalers proved victorious,
it was not accomplished until the last Templar had fallen.
Before the Templars could gather, from their European Com-
manderies, a sufficient force to avenge this defeat, their attention
was called off by a demand for their united efforts against the
enemy. In this year, the Grand Master of the Hospitalers,
William De Chateauneuf, died, and was succeeded by Hugh De
Revel. Shortly after his installation, Pope Alexander IV. gave
authority to this Order to wear a black cloak (clamydes nigras)
in hospital, and a red tunic and a white cross in camp, to dis-
tinguish them from the “ Serving Brothers,”* and further honored
them, by giving their Commander the title of Grand Master.

Bendocdar, the Mamaluke who defeated Prince Robert, and
finally captured Louis, made his way to the Egyptian throne
by means of superior -talents, aided by assassination, and com-
menced his reign by invading Palestine. He demolished the
. churches at Nazareth, and fortress of Mount Tabor, and then
invested the Castle of Assur (1265), where ninety chosen Hos- |
pitalers were among the defenders. Bendocdar, finally took
the Castle, but not until he was compelled, in the breach, to
walk over the dead body of the last of the Christians, for every
man fell doing battle.t

In 1266, the Knights of the Temple met a similar fate. After

* Sebastian Paoli. t Vertot.
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ravaging all that country around, Tyre, Tripoli, and even to
the vicinity of Acre, Bendocdar laid siege to Saphet, which
made a brave defense, but, at length, the Prior of the Temple,
who was Governor, seeing that resistance could no longer be
maintained, agreed to capitulate on condition that his Knights,
and other troops, six hundred in all, should bave safe convoy
to a Christian station. But, as soon as their arms were sur-
rendered, Bendocdar very cooly informed them, that they
had the liberty of choosing between conversion to Islamism and
death. The Prior at once chose death rather than apostacy,
and such was the decision of all. Bendocdar, maddened with
with their firmness, ordered the Prior to be flayed alive, and a
general slaughter of the others ensued.* Thus were the Temp-
lars in Palestine, once more almost totally destroyed.

Bendocdar followed up his triumphs, reduced Jaffa, the
Castle of Beaufort, and marched to Antioch, which great city,
through fear, threw open their gates to the merciless barbarian;
who rewarded their cowardice by putting to death seventeen
thousand, and carried into slavery one hundred thousand. He
then besieged Karac, occupied by the Knights of St. John, who
refused all offers of capitulation, and the Sultan finally entered
the city over their remains.

In 1271, Louis, King of France, raised another army, larger
than his first, with the hope, in his old age, of retrieving his
character as a military chieftain, by driving the Infidels from
Palestine. Prince Edward, of England, agreed to join him in
this the ninth and last Crusade; but Louis’ mighty army never
reached the Holy Land. Edward having withdrawn from Louis,
very soon after the Crusade took up its march, carried his
little force of one thousand men directly to Acre. His arrival
inspired new hope in the hearts of the Christians, and, notwith-
standing the small force, the Sultan became uneasy, and with-
drew his troops, apprehending that Edward, a descendant of
Cceur-de-Lion, would snatch from him his well-earned laurels.
Edward attacked and retook Nazareth, and put the enemy
to flight, but stained his name with unwonted cruelty to his

* Mills’ Hist. of the Crusades.
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prisoners. Sickness attacked his army, and he himself, suffering
with disease, narrowly escaped three several efforts of a hired
assassin, who, by a false tale, gained admittance, and thrice
wounded him with a poisoned dagger, when the Prince dashed
him on the floor, and, with the same dagger, stabbed him to the
heart.* The Princess Eleanor, Edward’s consort, it is said,
saved his life by sucking the poison from his wound. Edward
assisted the Knights in obtaining a ten years truce with the
Sultan, and, with his followers, returned to England.

And now we behold Palestine deserted by every Christian
monarch, and left solely to the defense of a little broken band
of Hospitalers and Templars. Thus situated, the two Grand
Masters, availing themselves of the truce, started together to
Europe, hoping to induce the Western Princes to send aid
to the Holy Land. Gregory X. then filled the Chair of St.
Peter, and the Grand Masters found him using all his influence
to stir up another Crusade. He summoned a Council, which
met at Lyons, on the 2nd of May, 1274, when it was determined
again to arouse Christendom to raise another Crusade. Two
emperors and two kings pledged themselves to this Crusade,
and great hopes were entertained for the result, but before any
thing was accomplished Gregory died, and with him the enter-
prise. : .

The Christians in Palestine thus left unaided, were, to a
great extent, at the mercy of the Infidels, who soon found
reason to declare the truce violated, and at an end, and, sending
army after army, Bendocdar and his successor took place after
place, until, in 1278, Acre alone remained in possession of the
Christians, and it became filled with refuges, from all parts ot
Palestine. About this period Henry IL, of Cyprus, was de-
clared King of Jerusalem, and he obtained a truce, which
deferred the downfall of the last Christian possession in Pales-
tine. The Grand Master of the Hospitalers now visited Rome,
and appealed to the Pope, Nicholas IV, for aid, and obtained
fifteen hundred men—the scum of all the Italian States, who
proved to be but a band of robbers. Acre being already

* Fuller’s Holy War.
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crowded with a disorganized population, the introduction of these
base soldiers tended but to add to the desorder, and hasten its
downfall. Strange, that at this, the most critical, if, indeed,
not the most desperate period of the Christian cause, the Chris-
tians themselves could not be brought to submit to a sound and
rational government, but, instead, there were no less than seven-
teen tribunals, all claiming superior control.*

The troops furnished by the Pope, soon displayed their true
character, by making marauding excursions upon the Moham-
medan settlements, and thereby gave cause to the Infidels to
declare the truce violated.

The Sultan, however, demanded only a reasonable indemnity,
which the Grand Masters earnestly urged the propriety of
granting, but there was, in truth, no organized head to whom
the appeal could be made with success, and the Sultan was
driven to make preparations for a renewal of war, and soon
raised a mighty army. But on his march he was poisoned by
his Lieutenant-General, and, upon his death-bed, enjoined it
upon his son, Khalil, to reduce Acre.

On the 5th of April, 1291, Khalil, with an army of sixty
thousand horse, and one hundred and forty thousand foot, sur-
rounded the city, the last that Christian chivalry was destined
to behold. Many of the inhabitants fled to the vessels in the
bay. By acclamation, Peter De Beaujeu, Grand Master of the
Templars, a Knight of known ability and valor, and “ who had
grown old in the command of armies,” was called to the com-
mand. The first effort of the Sultan was to bribe the Grand
Master, but his advances were met with so much scorn by the
old Knight, that he very soon learned that if he entered the city
at all, it must be by force. And now the last stronghold of the
Christians in Palestine is attacked by an overpowering force.
Again and again, the Grand Master sent out a sortie, until the
very atmosphere became tainted with the blood of the Saracens,
slain by the matchless skill and indomitable valor of the Chris-
tian Knights ; but all in vain, for the enemy were too numerous
to be conquered or driven back by the few thousand Christians.

* Faller.
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The Sultan, sure of his power and ultimate success, slowly
moved forward his works. He burrowed under the fortifica-
tions, threw down towers,—among which was the Cursed
Tower, which was looked upon as the chief defense of the city.
In this tower the King of Cyprus commanded his Islanders, and
maintained a desperate conflict until night came on, but then he
prevailed on the Teutonic Knights to take his place,and adopt-
ing the safest personal argument known to the soldier, viz.,
“He who fights and runs away,
May live to fight another day,”

Basely deserted his post, drew off his men, fled to the ships,and
sailed for Cyprus.

Next morning the horns of the Saracens announced a renewal
of the assault. The Teutonic Knights, though basely deserted,
defended the breach with irresistable fury, but, like chaff before
the storm they were swept away by the numerous foe. * And
now they are being overpowered, the shout of the Saracens is
heard, proclaiming their triumph, but, at this critical moment,
the Marshal of Saint John flew to the rescue of the German
Knights, and, so impetuous was the united charge, that the
Saracens were driven back through the breach, leaving it
almost choked up with the slain. v

On the following day these scenes of blood and carnage were
acted over again. Phalanx after phalanx of the Saracens were
broken, but, as if careless of human lives, the Sultan ordered
forward another and another, until the Knights were exhausted
with the slaughter of their enemy. Night parted the combat-
ants again. The next morning the Infidels made an assault
upon that portion of the fortifications where the two Grand
Masters fought, who knew how desperate was the conflict, and
fought as if they were seeking only an honorable grave. Nor
were the Saracens less brave, but, seeming determined to rival
the renowned Knights, they often selected man for man, and
died, shoulder to shoulder. But the work of death was telling
rapidly upon the smaller force—the Knights were sinking down,
one by one, until the living were so few that they could not
hope for victory. And now the brave Marshal of the Hospi-
talers has fallen in the breach, seeing which, the Grand Master

] .
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of the Templars turned to the Grand Master of Saint John, and
exclaimed : “ We can hold out no longer! The day is lost
unless you make a diversion against the enemy’s camp, and
allow us time to refortify our post.” Calling on a few chosen
lancers to follow him, John De Villiersleapt into his war-saddle,
and, with five hundred horse, he dashed out of the city,into the
open plain. But the Sultan was prepared for every emergency
—his cavalry soon drove back the detachment, and, on reénter-
ing the city, he learned that the Governor, Peter De Beaujeu,
had fallen by a poisoned arrow, that the flower of his Knights
had fallen, and that the Saracens were victorious everywhere.
The Grand Master, seeing further efforts to be vain, turned his
attention to the safety of the little band who crowded around
him, ready to do and die at his bidding. He, with his few
remaining followers, fought their way to the deck of a vessel.
Threc hundred Templars, who endeavored to do the same, were
surrounded by an overwhelming force, and they threw them-
gelves into the Tower of the Temple, determined to perish in its
ruins. After several days of brave resistance (when they knew
the very foundations of their retreat had been sapped), they
agreed to evacuate it, on condition that they should have an
honorable departure, and that no insults should be offered the
Christian women ; but, no sooner were the gates thrown open,
than the agreement was violated by the Mamalukes, in their
brutal insults to the women ; and again the Templars drew
their swords, and fought their way (shielding the women) back
into the tower, which, being sapped, could not bear their weight,
and, falling with a crash, buried the combatants and women
in the ruins.

And now commenced the last sad tragedy. Palestine had
long since become the world’s bloody ground ; but Palestine
had never witnessed the bloodshed and carnage of Acre. Sixty
thousand persons either perished in the city, or ‘were carried
into slavery. It is recorded, by the Monkish historians, that
the Nuns of the Convent of Saint Clare cut off their noses, and
disfigured their faces in various ways, in order to render them-
selves objects of disgust to the Saracens, hoping, thereby,
to escape their insults; and truly did they so disgust the

;.
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Mamalukes, that they instantly slew them. Many of the citizens
attempted to escape by sea ; but a storm was raging, and they
perished in the waves.

Thus terminated a war that had lasted one hundred and
ninety-four years, then, and now, called the “ Holy War ;” “a
war,” says Fuller, “ for continuance, the longest; for money
spent, the costliest ; for bloodshed, the cruelest; for pretences,
the most pious ; for the true intent, the most politic the world
ever saw.”

After the fall of Acre, the Sultan razed the fortifications of
every city on the coast, with the view to deter the Christians
from another attempt to invade Palestine. The military Orders
were reduced so low, that they made no attempt to maintain a
position in Palestine. The remnant of the Order of St. John
took refuge in Cyprus, as the nearest Christian town to the
country they had sworn never to abandon to the Infidels. The
few remaining Templars finally assembled in the same town.
The Teutonic Knights retired to Prussia, without hope of ever
again seeing the Holy Land.

Pope Nicholas IV. had made no effort to render assistance
to the inhabitants of Acre; but, no sooner did he receive
an account of its fall, and the expulsion of his followers,
than he commenced operations for the purpose of stimulating
the Western Princes to send another Crusade to the Holy
Land. But in two centuries of incessant wars, during which
the plains of Palestine had been copiously fertilized with
Christian blood, having grown wisc by long experience, they
could no longer be moved by the insidious appeals of the Papal
throne. The East, too, was equally averse to any further
contention for a spot of ground, of no direct value to the
Greek, or the Armenian schismatics.

The King of Cyprus assigned to the Templars and Hospi-
talers, as a place of retreat, the town of Limisso, and the Grand
Master of the Hospitalers, John De Villiers, summoned all
Knights, who were dispersed throughout Christendom, to repair
to his banner ; and, in answer to this call, the Commanderies
throughout Europe sent forth their Chevaliers, who poured into
Cyprus, burning with a desire for revenge. The Knights
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called a Chapter, and this Council determined that, while the
Brotherhood would continue to protect the pilgrims, who still
continued to visit the Holy Land, their method of doing so,
and the more effectually to annoy the Saracens, would be to
become a sea-faring Society, and operate, especially, on the
Mediterranean.

The Kings of England and Portugal took the ground that
the property which the military Orders held within their
respective dominions, belonged to them only upon the condi-
tion that they continued to hold possession of the Holy Land,
and, therefore, as the Knights had deserted that country, their
property was confiscated. Pope Boniface VIII., who had
reached the Papal throne by a series of crimes and artifices,
thundered forth his menaces, and thus procured a revocation
of the acts of confiscation. The Orders becoming strong in
numbers, the King of Cyprus became alarmed, least they should
become as powerful as they had been in Palestine, and, there-
fore, forbid them the privilege of purchasing land in his domin-
ions; and further required that they should, in common with
his subjects, pay a poll tax. The Pope attempted to drive him
from his position by threats ; but he persisted in his course.

About this time, a quarrel arose between Boniface and Philip
the Fair, King of France, about the Papal supremacy, and, in
an evil hour, the Templars promised that, in the event of an
open rupture, they would sustain the Pope. This so incensed
the King against the Templars, that he resolved upon their
destruction. Boniface soon after died, and his successor lived
but a short time. And now Philip succeeded in placing upon
the Papal throne, a vile instrument, Bertrand De Gat, who, in
order to obtain the influence of the King, and thus secure his
election, basely pledged himself to the performance of six
articles, one of which was not named until after his election,
and which proved to be the total extinction of the Templars.
This corrupt and soulless Pope, Clement V., was entirely wil-
ling to this proposition, as, by it, he would obtain half the
property held by the Templars. Philip instituted charges
against the Templars, accusing them of the blackest crimes,
whereupon, the Pope summoned the two Grand Masters to
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appear before him, 1306, under a pretense that he wished to
consult them, in relation to a new Crusade. The Pope’s letter
reached the Grand Master of the Hospitalers, on board of his
vessel, at a time when he was taking important steps to get
possession of Rhodes, and he wrote, excusing himself, to the
Pope. But Jacques De Molai, Grand Master of the Templars,
obeyed the summons. In his train, he carried sixty chosen
Knights, and one hundred and fifty thousand florins of gold,
and a quantity of silver, amounting to twelve horse loads. The
Grand Master met with a kind and honorable reception, not
only from the Pope, but the King also, who had not yet matured
their plans. The Templars had left Cyprus without intending
to return, being annoyed by the exactions of Henry ; and it is
quite probable that the Grand Master intended to establish
himself and the Order in France, as his treasure was sent to the
house of the Temple, in Paris.*

Not yet having a justifiable pretext, Philip could not effect
his diabolical designs against the Templars, and, for several
years, we hear but little of them, and nothing of their military
achievements.

The Hospitalers made a descent upon Rhodes, and, by their
intrepid valor, conquered and took possession of that island,
and there established their independent government. After

* The reason of the Templars leaving their Fellow-Knights at Cyprus, is nowhere
satisfactorily explained ; but, from all the facts, we are inclined to believe that
" they disapproved of the conclusions of the Council held at Cyprus, by order of the
Grand Master of the Hospitalers. The Templars were, for the most part, com-
posed of men descended from the best families of every Christian people ; they
had known nothing of a seafaring life, and if they foresaw that the Hospitalers
could only maintain their independent existence as a maritime Society, by
making fizes at sea, it is not improbable that they revolted at the idea of becom-
ing rovers, corsairs, or pirates. And this suggestion was strengthened by the
fact that, thouglf they were everywhere taunted with their inactivity and supine-
ness, they never after united with the Hospitalers, even in an expedition against
the Infidels. In short, it appears that, when the Templars could no longer act
in concert with the Crusaders, and meet the enemies of the Cross on land, the
great object of the organization ceased ; and, while they declined less honorable
employment, preferred to stand aloof, hoping that the time would come when
they could again take the fleld, sustained by the voice and means of the Christian
nations. '
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this, they continued to win the admiration of Christendom, by
their successful attacks upon the Corsairs. In short, the Hos-
pitalers had become pirates upon the high seas, for, though they
did not attack Christian vessels, they, like the Egyptian Cor-
sairs, watched their opportunity to attack all vessels of the
Infidels, and added to their wealth by the rich booty thus
obtained. Their fame resounded throughout the Christian
world ; and, in proportion, as they were lauded for their
achievements, the Templars were traduced and abused for their
indolence. Philip had been industrious in circulating various
reports against them, charging that, like cravens, they were
satisfied to enjoy the wealth which had been bestowed solely on
the condition that they would defend the cause of the Cross in
the Holy Land, and, moreover, that they had become an aban-
doned and reckless band of drunkards and infidels !

Two felons, who happened to occupy the same cell in the
prison at Paris, entered into an arrangement, by which they
hoped to obtain the pardon and protection of Philip. They
knew of his deadly hatred of the Templars, and one of the
criminals, Noffo Dei, was, or professed to be, an apostate Tem-
plar. This miscreant confessed to his comrade in crime, Squin
De Florian, a series of crimes which he had himself committed,
whereupon Squin founded charges against the whole Order.
The keeper of the prison was informed that Squin was in pos-
session of a secret of more importance to the King of France
than the conquest of a kingdom, but that to the Monarch alone
would he communicate it. Philip, eager to solve the mystery,
ordered him into his presence, and, hearing what he had to say,
promised him full pardon and a high reward, if he would pro-
duce testimony against the Templars. On receiving this pledge,
Squin boldly charged the Knights with treachery, urder,
idolatry, Islamism, and many other offences.* He declared that
every member of the Order was bound to defend its interests,
right or wrong—that initiates were required to spit upon the
Cross, and to blaspheme the name of Christ—that if any
desired to withdraw from the Order, he was secretly murdered

* Fuller.
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—that they sacrificed human beings to an idol which they
worshiped—that they had roasted a Templar’s bastard and
drank his blood—that they had sold the Holy Land to the Infi-
dels, and, in short, that * their houses were stained with every
damnable sin.” *

Thus armed with the testimony of a wretch, who would not
have been believed on oath, under other circumstances, Philip
urged the Pope to execute the secret article. The Pope, by
this time, seemed anxious, if possible, to avoid iis fulfillment, he
having become more securely seated upon his throne, and feeling
somewhat more independent of the King’s power, he promiged,
however, that, if the Knights were found guilty of the charges,
their property should be taken from them, and set apart for the
purpose of redeeming the Holy Land. The Pope’s answer by
no means satisfied this blood-thirsty and unprincipled Monarch.
He denied the right of the Pontiff to determine the matter, and
sent secret instructions to all his governors to arm themselves
on the 12th of October, 1307, and, on the following day, all the
Templars in France were thrown into prison. The King
selected his confessor, his Chancellor, and a man named Plesian,
all men who were willing to do his bidding, right or wrong,
as a council to try the Knights. This news created great
astonishment throughout Christendom, for, though the Templars
had become unpopular, because of their supineness, they had not
been suspected with being guilty of the crimes charged against
them. The Pope, feeling that he would be sustained by public
sentiment, addressed a letter to Philip, reproaching him with
usurping the privileges of the Holy See, and demanding that
the Templars and their effects should be delivered into his
hands. Philip answered, that “ God abhorred nothing so much
as the backwardness the Pope showed in codperating with him
in the prosecution,” etc. Pope Clement was startled by the
tone of this reply, and, remembering that Philip treated his
predecessor, Boniface, with contempt, and plucked his beard in
Italy, brought himself to a compromise with the King, wherein
it was agreed that the prisoners, though guarded by the King’s

* Fuller.
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subjects. should be kept, nominally, under the orders of the
Pope.

This state of things produced great excitement throughout
Europe, and yet Edward II., of England, was the only Monarch
who made any effort in behalf of the persecuted Templars. On
receiving a letter from Philip, proposing that he should suppress
the Order in his kingdom, and confiscate their possessions, he
regarded the charges as totally incredible calumnies, and wrote
to the Kings of Portugal, Castile, Arragon, aud Sicily, beseech-
ing them to treat with caution the rumors set forth against the
Knights. But the Pope, being now again an instrnment in the
hands of Philip, issued an edict, reiterating the charges, and

-commanding Edward to imitate the King of France, by placing
the Templars and their. goods, within his kingdom, in safe keep-
ing. Edward could stand forth boldly against the injustice and
inhumanity of kings, but he lacked the courage to disobey the
mandates of a Roman Pontiff. All the Templars in England
werc thrown into prison, and the persecution extended to Ireland,
Scotland, and Wales, but nowhere were they so barbarously
treated as in France.* The Templars were thrown into prison
in the dead of winter, and not only deprived of their religious
habits, but of the visits of the priests, and every other comfort
and consolation.

Every stratagem was resorted to, by the King’s order, to
induce the Knights to confess the charges true, promising
release and honorable exemption, and such as would not be thus
suborned, were put to the torture, and such shrieks and groans
were heard to issue from all the prisons in France, as would
have moved to tears any other than a brute in human form.
Many who were put upon the rack died, proclaiming the inno-
cence of the Order, but all were tortured in the presence of
others, who, when called upon to confess, trembled at the cer-
tainty of being torn, piecemeal, and, relying upon the promise
of exemption, criminated themselves and the Order. The Pope
examined seventy of these in person, to whom he read a real or
pretended letter from Jacques De Molai, admitting several of

.

* Dupuy.
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the charges, anzl exhorting all others to do the same, and, in this
trap, they were caught. But before the work was completed,
the Pope and King were put to-a stand, by the announcement
that many who had confessed their guilt had repented, and now
scorned the pardon, which, for a time, the dread of torture had
induced them to seek, by black falsehoods. These were sent to
Paris, where it was announced that they had renounced Christ,
and, on the 12th of May, 1310, fifty-four Templars were burned
alive, by slow fire, in the city of Paris, every one of whom died
asserting the innocence of the Order. The Grand Master, De
Molai, was brought forth in chains, and asked if he had any
defense to offer, when he replied: “I am a plain soldier,
more skilled in war than in forensic subtlety, and, therefore,
can not undertake the defense of the Order, or the Knight, as
an advocate ; but, in any Knightly way, I should be proud to
maintain their innocence, in the face of the whole world.” He
then asked permission to hire counsel, but was told that heretics -
were not entitled to such a privilege. They then read over a
confession, to which he had affixed his name, but so altered by
interlining, as totally to change its very character. On hearing
it read, he declared that the three Cardinals who had subscribed
it, deserved that death which the Saracens and Tartars visited
upon liars. The Pope and King, being uncertain how the ful-
fillment of their designs would be received by the civilized
world, delayed final action, and industriously employed the
time in raising an excitement against the Order ; but, finally,
the King determined to bring the matter to a close, and held a
Council with the Pope, at Vienna, in November, 1311. At this
Council, there were three hundred Bishops, and one of the most
singular facts in the persecution is, that only three of these
were willing to yield to-the known wishes of the Pontiff and
Philip ; but openly and firmly maintained that this illustrious
Order of magnanimous Knights, who had stood, for near two
centuries, one of the bulwarks of Christendom, shcild not be
swept away without being heard; but, alas! though united,
they were powerless when opposed by a bigoted dotard, occu-
pying the Chair of St. Peter, and a dastardly King, bent on the
accomplishment of his fiendish ends. After six months, spent
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in an effort to bring over the Bishops, without effect, the Pope
rose suddenly, and said that, “since they would not gratify his
" dear son, the King of France, by passing a judicial sentence
against the Templars, the Papal authority should be brought to
bear.”

Thus was the fate of the Order decided. Thus did two men
bring to condign punishment, a class of men, the very meanest
of whom was a less disgrace to Christianity, than either the
Pope or King. And, at once, it was easy to be seen what had
been at the foundation of this inhuman persecution. Had the
Templars possessed no wealth, history would never have had
occasion to record the events of a persecution against them.
No sooner did the Pope make known his decision, than the
question was sprung : “ What shall be done with the princely
possessions of the Order?” The King and his partizans were in
favor of establishing a new Order in France, to' whom this
property should be given. The Pope, seeing this would be a
total loss to him, and knowing that the Hospitalers, or, as they
were now called, the Knights of Rhodes, had become pliant
subjects in the hands of Papal authority, took ground in favor
of giving the whole property to them, which was, in effect,
retaining it in his own hands. A majority of the Council sus-
tained his views, and Philip was thwarted by the very man he
had used to carry out his bloody design. In the following year,
1313, the Grand Master Jacques De Molai ; Guy, Grand Prior
of Normandy, brother to the Prince of Dauphiny; Hugh De
Perale, Grand Prior of France, and the Grand Prior of Acqui-
tain, were finally arraigned before a commission appointed by
the Pope, at Paris. The persecutors, seeing that the sympa-
thies of the people were in favor of the Templers, were anxious
that these, the most renowned Knights, should make a public
confession of their guilt, and, to insure this, promises of favor were
held out the more willingly, because it was known that the fires
that had been kindled all over France, to burn the Templars,
had shocked and disgusted all Europe. The prisoners were
placed on a scaffold, exposed to public view, and in sight of a
pile of faggots, which, they were told, should be made to con-
sume them, if they did not adhere to their previous confessions,
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An address was delivered to the people, discanting upon the
wickedness and abominations of the Order, and, when con-
cluded, the prisoners were called upon to confirm the charges
in the hearing of the multitude. The Priors of France and
Acquitain obeyed ; but when the Grand Master was permitted,
he shook his chains, advanced to the margin of the scaffold, and,
at the top of his voice, exclaimed: “It is but just, in this
terrible day, and, in the last moments of my life, that I should
expose the iniquity of falsehood, and make truth to triumph.
I declare, then, in the face of heaven and earth, and to my own
eternal confusion and shame, that I have committed the greatest
of crimes ; BUT IT HAS BEEN ONLY IN ACKNOWLEDGING THAT THE
ATROCIOUS CHARGES S0 IMPLACABLY URGED AGAINST THE ORDER
T0 WHICH I BELONG, HAVE A SHADOW OF JUSTICE. I MADE THAT
CONFESSION TO SUSPEND THE TORTURES OF THE RACK, AND MOLLIFY
MY PERSECUTORS. I KNOW THAT THIS RECANTATION WILL SUBJECT
ME TO NEW TORMENTS ; BUT THE HORRIBLE SIGHT THEY NOW OFFER
TO MY EYES, CAN NOT INTIMIDATE ME TO CONFIRM MY FIRST DE-
PARTURE FROM THE TRUTH BY A SECOND LIE. LIFE HAS ALREADY
BECOME HATEFUL TO ME, AND, ON A CONDITION S0 INFAMOUS, I
SCORN TO RETAIN IT. WHAT GOOD PURPOSE WOULD IT SERVE ME,
TO PURCHASE A FEW MISERABLE DAYS, BY THE CONFIRMATION OF
THE BLACKEST CALUMNIES ?” ¥

The valiant old Knight would have spoken longer, but the
minions of the Pope dreaded the consequences, and stopped
him. Guy, Grand Prior of Normandy, made his recantation in
equally strong terms, and they were both burned alive on the
same pile of faggots, on the same ground now occupied by a
statue of Henry IV.t The Grand Master said he deserved
death for having, in a moment of weakness, stained his name
with a falsehood, and with his latest breath he maintained the
innocence of the Order. Megeray states that it was generally
eaid at the time, that, when Jacques De Molai was stifling in
the flames, he cried out : “ Clement, thou unjust judge and bar-
barous executioner, I cite thee to appear, in forty days, before
the judgment seat of God.” It is probable that thig story was

* Vertot. 1 Mills.
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not circulated until after the death of the Pope, which occurred
soon after De Molai’s death.

Thus perished the last Grand Master of the military Order
of the Temple, beloved and venerated, not only by his followers,
but by thg great body of the people, who gathered up and pre-
served his ashes. And thus passed away the most renowned,
as well as the most noble, band of Christian warriors the world
ever saw ; for while in valor they fully equaled the Hospitalers,
they surpassed them in all that constitutes the higher, the
nobler, and praiseworthy principles of the soldier, the Christian,
and the man. Throughout all Europe, Portugal alone except-
ed, the Templars, met a similar fate, through the influence of
the Pope, who desired that his servile instruments, the Hospi-
talers, should be placed in possession of their large estates, who
disgraced themselves, and dishonored the cause they espoused,
by accepting wealth, filched from their comrades-in-arms by
the foulest murders.

And, to this day, historians consider the question as unsettled,
whether the Templars were guilty or innocent of the charges
alleged against them. This we think strange, indeed, for
when the character of the charges is considered, and when we
remember the high birth, and the irreproachable character of
the families from whom all the leading Templars descended, it
is next to impossible to suppose them capable of acting as was
charged, for, while it might be believed that they had degener-
ated, and may have adopted some of the superstitions of the
Infidels, itis absurd to charge that they had denounced the
Christian religion, and spit upon the Cross of Christ; and, be-
side, we would take the dying declaration of the Grand Master,
especially as it was given, accompanied by self-condemnation,
against the hired testimony of thousands of the Pope’s minions.
That the Templars had become proud, arrogant, idle—yea, drunk-
ards, if you will, we may admit, but that they proved recreant
to their trust, mean and dishonorable—Never ! never!

This merciless persecution annihilated the Templarsas a mili-
tary Order, but the high moral principles, which had ever ani-
mated the Brotherhood lived in the hearts of the remnant who
escaped.
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In Portugal, where the fulminations of the Pope failed to
reach them, the Templars were only required to change their
name from the Order of Knights Templar to that of Soldiers
of Christ. It is generally believed by Templars of the present
day, that De Molai, seeing his end drawing nigh, and feeling
satisfied that the Templars who might escape would not be
permitted to meet and elect a Grand Master, appointed his
successor. That appointment was necessarily kept a secret
from the world, and, hence, we have not been permitted to know
on whom, it fell, but the archives in the Temple at Paris, and
the preservation of their rituals, banners etc., in Portugal,
prove, as some believe, that the original Institution has been
preserved and kept up.

At Stockholm, in Sweden, there is an Encampment of Knights
Templar, claiming that Peter D’Aumont was the Knight ap-
pointed by De Molai, and that they have ever kept up, and con-
tinued their organization; and they produce a list of Grand
Masters from D’Aumont to the present day; but we have no
proof that this organization has ever been acknowledged to
possess the merits claimed, except by the Masonic system of
Strict Observation.*

In France, The Order of the Temple claim that John Mare
Larmenius was the Knight appointed by the Molai, and in
proof of their having kept up the original organization, they
show a list of Grand Masters down to the present day.

We can see no good reason for denying a continuance of the
Society, as claimed, for, after the death of the Pope and Philip,
and especially after the Templars’ wealth had been given to the
Hospitalers, there were none so interested against them as to
render the organization either impracticable, or dangerous, but
it is preposterous to suppose that each are right in their
claim to the Grand Master appointed by De Molai; indeed,
there is no satisfactory proof that any such appointment was
made, nor are we informed of any important end to be attained
by keeping up the organization, for even before the death of
De Molai, no reasonable hope was entertained, that the services

* Gourdin of S. C.
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of the Knights would be called for in Palestine, or elsewhere,
and, but for the property held in common, it seems probable
that the organization would have been abandoned, for it ‘can
not be successfully maintained, that either the Templars or
Hospitalers, were banded together for the purpose of teaching
any system of ethics similar to Freemasonry.

The Templars of Scotland claim that they, too, have kept up
a regular organization, separate and apart from Freemasonry,
nor do we see any good reason to doubt it, for we know it is
stated that a Commandery existed in Scotland after the perse-
cution, and that the Knights, under their own Commander,
joined the army of Bruce, and fought at Bannockburn. At
this point, we are met by a statement, generally credited by
Christians, which we are inclined to discredit. We allude to
the assertion, that a part of the Templars of England and Scot-
land joined the Knights of Rhodes. If, as we have seen, the
Templars refused, to a man, to codperate with the Hospitalers,
when the latter determined to become a maratime Society, is it
reasonable to suppose a Templar could be found who would
stoop so low as to unite with those who had countenanced the’
murder of thousands of the Templars, and the suppression of
the Order, by accepting of their estates! The birth, education,
and the high and honorable bearing of the members of the
Society, forbids the supposition ; but we leave this subject, with
barely raising the question, for the investigation of those who
have the leisure.

The Encampment at Bristol, England, has, we think, higher
claims to antiquity than any other now in existence. It
claims to have been established about the time Cceur-De-Lion
made his Crusade to the Holy Land, and that its organization
and active operation has been preserved down to the present
day, and, in proof of this, they present a list of Grand Masters,
equally as imposing as those of France, Italy, or Sweden.
And as there is an effort now being made, by the General
Grand Encampment of the United States, to trace out and
snatch from oblivion, the true history of the Knights Templar,
from the martyrdom of De Molai, in 1314, to the present day,
we will throw out some suggestions tending to strengthen the
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views we entertain, of the claims of Baldwin Encampment, at
Bristol. '

The Order of Knights Templar was set on foot in 1119, by
Hugh De Payens, Godfrey De St. Omer, and seven other gen-
tlemen of France, having for their object, to give escort and
protection to the Palmers. In 1129, the founder, Hugh De
Payens, returned from a tour through Europe, with three hun-
dred recruits, all from the noblest families. Fulk, Count of
Anjou, was among the first benefactors of the Order ; he died in
1141, leaving two sons, Baldwin and Almeric.* The Encamp-
ment, afterward established at Bristol, adopted the name of the
first of the above Princes, who was one of the best and bravest
kings of Jerusalem. Previous to this period, we have no evi-
dence that Encampments and Commanderies were generally
established throughout the Western Kingdoms. Those who
Jjoined the Knights repaired to Palestine, and remained there,
performing religious and military duty.

In 1182, a Crusade was preached throughout England, stimu-
lated by commissioners from both military Orders, but, as yet,
we have no account of the establishment of Encampments there.

In 1189, Henry II., of England, yielded to the popular cry
for the Paynim War, and raised thirty thousand foot, and five
thousand horse, intending to lead them in person in the third
Crusade, but his death occurring, elevated his son, Richard II.,
to the throne. Richard, being filled with all the enthusiasm of
the age, and being ambitious to distinguish himself in the field
against the Infidels, proceeded to carry out the plans of his
father, set sail from Dover, passed into Normandy, and joined
Phillip Augustus on the frontiers of Burgundy, and proceeded
to Cyprus, where he remained until the spring of 1191, and
finally landed at Acre on the 8th of June. Richard remained
in Palestine about two years, during which period he distin-
guished himself by being foremost in every battle, courting
danger so fearlessly, that, by common consent, he won the apel-
ation of Cceur-De-Lion, the justice of which title may be infer-
red by the fact, that when a remnant of the ninth and last

* Fuller.
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Crusade, consisting of but two hundred men, reached the Holy
Land, they struck terror into the heart of the enemy, for a time,
solely because they were commanded by a Plantagenet—a
descendant of the lion-hearted King. Ceceur-De-Lion left Pal-
estine in the spring of 1193,* and, if we consider the time of
his imprisonment in Austria, his sickness and death, it brings
us fully to that period when we know the Templars had become
possessed of immense estates in all the Christian nations, and
nowhere were their possessions so valuable asin England. We
argue, then, that it is rcasonable to conclude that Encampments
were established in England, as claimed by Baldwin Encamp-
ment, near the close of the twelfth century, for the purpose of
looking after, collecting, and transmitting the proceeds of their
landed estates. These encampments were situated at Bristol,
Bath, and York, and the Grand Commandery was held at Lon-
don, presided over by the Grand Prior, who soon after occu-
pied a seat in Parliament, and exercised an immense influence
in the councils of the nation.

When the persecutions of Philip the Fair broke out, Edward
II., of England, openly cspoused the Templars’ cause, proclaim-
ing their innocence of the foul charges, and wrote letters to the
Kings of Portugal, Arragon, and Castile, urging them to be on
their guard against the inhuman machinations of the French
King. Thus did he leave on record the highest testimony of
the standing and noble bearing of-the English Templars.

What though he afterward became alarmed for the safety of
his crown, and meanly truckled to the command of the Pope, by
throwing into prison the very men he had defended, neither his
high position, nor the cringing partiality of his biographers,
could weaken the strength of his testimony, nor remove the
odium which must ever attach to his name, by reason of his
dastardly conduct toward those he knew to be innocent of
crime, and his superiors in virtue.

The Encampments at York and Bath long since discontinued
their mectings, and became cxtinct. Baldwin Encampment,
therefore, with much seeming propriety, claim that they are the

-
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oldest, and only original organization of the Orders of Knight-
hood. But the Grand Conclave, a modern Institution, claims
that the Encampments at York and Bath, before they dissolved,
vested all power and authority in said Conclave, and, therefore,
contend for supremacy over the Order in England and Wales.

We incline to the opinion that, if Ancient Templarism exists
anywhere (which we doubt) we may expect to find it in
Baldwin Encampment.

We have been induced to give thus much of the history
of the military Orders of Knighthood, in deference to the opin-
ion of those who think that Templarism, of the present day, is
a continuation of those Orders. We have already said that
we regard nothing as Masonry except Ancient Craft Masonry,
and, if this position be correct, it will seen that neither the
ancient nor modern Orders of Knighthood, can have any claims
to be considered as forming a part of| or,in any way, hold legit-
imate connection with Freemasonry. History tells us how,
and for what purposes, the Knights of St. John the Almoner,
Knights Templar, and Teutonic Knights were organized ; and
history also tells us what their forms and ceremony of intro-
duction were. We know they first banded together for pur-
poses of pure benevolence, superinduced by that ardent and
unbounded zeal, which so remarkably characterized the Chris-
tian nations, for near two hundred years. We know that the
ceremony of introduction consisted mainly of solemn oaths
. to dedicate their lives to the cause of the Almoners to the
Holy Land, and when they assumed, not only the habit of the
monk, but also of the military, they bound themselves to die
in defense of the Christian religion; in all which we can see
no appearance of Freemasonry, nor have we the slightest testi-
mony that they, themselves, ever laid claim to a connection
with our Order. Ancient Templarism was strictly a Roman
Catholic Ingtitution, requiring its members to believe in the
birth, divinity, vicarious death, and resurrection of Christ, as
God, man, the Saviour of the world, the second person in the
adorable Trinity. And hence, in the days of the Crusaders, even
those Christians who believed in the doctrines of the Greek
Church, were not admitted into the Brotherhood.

6
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We are pleased to see that Bro. Gourdin, of South Caro-
lina, whose learning and research have tended in an eminent
degree, to enlist the attention of the Knights Templar of the
United States to a true history of their Order, has influenced
the General Grand Encampment to set on foot an investigation,
which, we sincerely hope, will result in the full development
of facts. But we do not think, with Bro. Gourdin, that a visit
to France, England, or Italy, will enable him, or any other
writer, to show the legitimate descendants of De Molai, for the
simple reason, that we do not think the organization was kept
up anywhere. It is true that in Paris may be seen, probably,
the very banners of the Crusaders, and many other relics of
the ancient Orders of Knighthood, but this no more proves the
continuous existence of the organization, than do the relics
exibited by the modern Druids establish ¢keir legitimate descent
from the ancient Society of that name. We love to plod on
through the mouldering pages of by-gone days, and pluck from
oblivion the gems of ancient lore, but we dare not magnify
molehills into mountains, for the sake of gratifying the mar-
velous propensities of the age.

Had the ancient Orders of Knighthood been connected with
Freemasonry, the historians of the day would bhave known and
published the fact. Had the organization of the Templars con-
tinued down to the present day, the fact could be clearly shown.
We do not say that an organization, claiming to be Templars,
descended from the old stock, did not participate in the battle
of Bannockburn, nor do we deny that organizations can now
be found laying claims, as Baldwin Encampment does, to an
uninterupted continuance, from the days of the lion-hearted
King ; but when it appears that, for a long period of time, noth-
ing is known of Ancient Templarism, we should, with hesitation,
admit that the Templarism of the eighteenth century, which
suddenly made its appearance as an appendage of Freemasonry,
and claiming to constitute a part and parcel of it, is truly en-
titled to be regarded as of ancient origin.

We know that the rituals and teachings of the Rose -+
degree, as practiced in the Scotch Rite, are essentially the same
as the rituals and teachings of the Templar’s degree, as prac-
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ticed in the United States. We know that some of the first, aye,
the very first Encampments established in the United States,
were instituted by Consistories, or Councils of the Scotch Rite,
Ancient and Accepted ; and we apprehend that when all the
facts are known, it will be found that Templarism, of the present
day, dates back no further than to Chevalier Ramsey, in 1740,
and that Encampments were established in the United States
by the same Deputy Inspectors General who planted here Rose
+ Chapters, and Consistories of Princes of the Royal Secret.

We regret that a want of room has compelled us thus briefly
to throw out hints, in place of entering into an investigation
and exhibition of the proofs upon which our opinion is based.

Encampments are now established in nearly all the States of
this Union. In a State or Territory where there is no Grand
Encampment, nine Sir Knights may petition the General Grand
Encampment in Conclave, or either of the first four officers in
vacation, for a warrant, which, when issued, runs until the next
meeting of the General Grand body. In States where Grand
Encampments exist, the authority, in like manner, emanates
from those bodies. The Grand Encampments meet annually,
and the General Grand Encampment meets triennially.

The Encampments are authorized to confer three degrees,
viz., Red Cross Knight, Knight Templar, and Knight of Malta,
or St. John, of Jerusalem, but, so far as we have been able to
learn or appreciate them, there are, in fact, but two degrees.
The degree, so called, of Malta, or St. John, of Jerusalem, crept
in, we suppose, by means of a bungler, who, not knowing
enough of the ritual to confer it properly, satisfied himself by
simply adding a few words in the ceremony of dubbing, and thus,
by the addition of a few signs and words, but imperfectly under-
stood, constituted a Knight Templar also a Knight of Malta,
and so the matter stands to this day.

We may be asked to explain how a union was effected
between Freemasonry and this foreign Institution, and though
we can not be positive, we think it fair to suppose that it was
forced upon Masonry much as was the Illuminati in France and

. Germany. Encampments have ever confined the Orders of
Khnighthood to those who were in possession of Ancient Craft
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Masonry, which, together with the name assumed by the
Encampments, viz., Christian Masonry, tended to produce a
quiet acquiescence, in this assumed alliance, without pausing
to inquire into its propriety. All the Modern Rites make
Ancient Craft Masonry their foundation ; not, perhaps, because
of any attachment or partiality to the principles taught by our
Order, but to lead Masons on to a toleration of the various
systems, well knowing that any, the most ridiculous, or danger-
ous doctrines, may be taught under the banner of our Institution,
weighed in the scales of long centuries without condemnation.
Scotch Rite, Ancient and Accepted, now struggling for that
power in the United States, which it has long since attained in
France, and elsewhere in Continental Europe, attempts to do
nothing, save under the cloak of Freemasonry. They confer no
degrees, except upon Master Masons, and though they claim the
original right to confer all the degrees in Masonry, we suppose
it would be difficult, yea, impossible for them to show, that they
had acquired that right in a constitutional or Masonic manner.
All these foreign degrees have been insidiously palmed on
Freemasonry, and ignorance of their character and history, but
especially a careless inattention to the claims of Freemasonry,
to be kept and transmitted, pure and uncontaminated with for-
eign institutions, have thus far caused the brethren to lose
sight of the importance of standing aloof from all and every
other association. We do not ohject to the Encampment
degrees, if given to Christians as an association, outside of, and
unconnected with Masonry. They are properly Roman Catholic
degrees, originally designed, we suppose, to unite the members
of the Church, and all Catholic families, by strong ties of fra-
ternal interest and obligation, to arrest and put a stop to the
alarming conversions being made to the Protestant religion in
the eighteenth century ; and though the degrees, as given in the
United States, have passed out of their hands, and have been so
modified, as to suit our locality, it does not and can not justify
us in giving consent to, much less encourage, the application of
the name of Freemasonry to them, as, by so doing, we sanction a
union where none can properly exist,and practice afraud upon the
world, by calling that Freemasonry which has no Masonry in it.
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We think Freemasonry teaches every moral virtue inculcated
by the Holy Bible. We think the system, as a whole, and in
all its parts, is perfect—perfect beyond the inventive genius of
man. It can suffer no alterations without material injury, and
can amalgamate with nothing without suffering corruption. The
Christian religion is alone its superior, and yet, an amalgama-
tion with that, even were it possible, would tend to destroy its
identity, and mar its usefulness. We think Freemasonry main-
tained its purity more than twenty-seven hundred years, and, to
us, it seems that the blush of shame should mantle the cheek of
that Mason, who can openly declare that a newly invented
system of degrees is capable of adding to the beauty, much less
to the exemplification, of the true teachings of our venerated
Order. Itisalamentable misfortune that innovations were ever
attempted, but it is passing strange that those innovations ever
found favor with the true Craftsmen. Day by day, we are
made to feel the evil consequences of the innovations spoken of.
The duties of the Lodge room are too often neglected by those
who are led captive by the allurements of high-sounding titles,
in the so called higher degrees. The manifestations of luke-
warmness for the simple but solemn duties of Freemasonry,
creates heart-burnings, jealousies and dissensions, destructive of
the best interests of the Craft. If these are evils now percepti-
ble, while yet true Freemasonry is in the ascendant—if these
are the consequences of the first hundred years of these higher
degrees, who will predict the end ?

We will add a sketch of the early history of the Encamp-
ments in the United States, and close this branch of our his-
tory.

The first Encampments of Knights Templar, established in
this country, were located at New York City and Stillwater, in
the State of New York, but we have not been able to learn
either the date of their establishment, or by what authority they
were planted. We know, however, that they were in existence
prior to 1797, for in May, of that year, an Encampment was
established in Philadelphia, and the records of that, shows the
previous existence of the two former Encampments. It is
known that other Encampments were established in this country
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by ‘Consistories, and also by the mere authority of a Deputy
Inspector General, and, therefore, we conclude that the first
Encampments of Knights Templar were planted under the
authority of the Ineffable or Scotch Rite.

In 1802, a few Knights met in Providence, Rhode Island, and,
without any authority whatever, resolved themselves into an
Encampment. In 1805, a Convention was held in Providence,
composed of Delegates from the Encampments in New York
City, Stillwater, and Albany, N. Y. Encampments Nos. 3,
13, and 24, of Maryland, and two Encampments in Massachu-
setts, one of which, situated in Boston, was an Encampment of
the Rose +. This Convention resolved itself into a Grand
Encampment.

In 1812, the above named Grand Encampment resolved itself
into a General Grand Encampment, and made its Constitution
to correspond ; and, in 1816, it again resolved itself into a Gen-
eral Grand Encampment of the United States of America, and
again remodeled its Constitution, and provnded for the estab-
lishment’of State Grand Encampments. This is the General
Grand Encampment which now meets triennially, at such time
and place as is designated by that body and the General Grand
Chapter. This National Grand body of Templars disowns and
denounces all Encampments which do not hold under her, either
directly or through State Grand Encampments.

The regulations for the establishment of new Encampments
are very similar to those for the government of Chapters. Each
State Grand Encampment issues warrants for new Encamp
ments within the State, when petitioned for by eleven Si
Knights. In Territories where there iz no Grand Encamp-
ment, the General Grand body issues -warrants ; the price is
ninety dollars for a dispensation, and ten dollars additional for
4 warrant or charter.



CHAPTER IV.

SCOTCH RITE, ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED.

Frou a careful examination of the history, legends, and
teachings of Freemasonry, the author feels authorized in saying
it is not a cunningly-devised fable, but a great system of
ethics, teaching the doctrine of one living and true God—the
Author and Upholder of all things—that it was instituted by
King Solomon, to whom God gave superior wisdom, and had asits
great leading object, not only the perpetuation of the knowledge
of God among the Jews; but, by opening its doors to a select
few of all nations, thus spread and communicated that knowledge
of the great I AM, which had been lost to the heathen nations ;
that it has been faithfully accomplishing its mission, in the
subversion of the Heathen Mythology, and slowly, but surely,
wending its way through evil, as well as good report, from
generation to generation; and, though there is a period of
about seven hundred years, when its history, in common with
the history of the world, is but dimly discernable, the traditions
and legends of the Order tend most clearly to show that,
though we do not now find it clothed in all the lovely simplic-
ity of its primitive purity, it is sufficiently pure to prove its
identity and importance. It is believed that we can go nowhere
to find the embodiment of its principles and rituals so nearly
perfect, as that afforded by the long and careful investigation
of the Grand Lodge of England, from 1717 to 1723 ; and, cer-
tainly, that it is not safe to rely upon a modern Institution to
supply any portion of its body or members, which may have
been lost during the middle or dark ages: and, especially, if it
shall appear that the latter had its origin with those who used
it for political and sectarian ends.

If the fact was not notorious, it would seem strange to believe
that Freemasons can now be found, who openly proclaim the
absurdity of the traditions and doctrines of Ancient Craft
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Masonry, and, at the same time, contend that Masonry, in its
pure rituals and teachings, may be found in the so called Scotch
Rite, Ancient and Accepted.

Seeing that this Modern Society has wormed its way, until,
by its fascinations, it has banished' from some portions of Con-
tinental Europe every Lodge of Ancient Craft Masonry ; and,
believing that untiring efforts are being made by many of the
leaders of this system, to plant its standard throughout this
country, the author believes it to be his duty to give his readers
an opportunity of judging of its claims to popular favor, by
giving its origin, history, and teachings. But, important as the
subject is esteemed to be, a condensed sketch is all that can be
given here.

To guard against evil surmises, the author deems it proper
to state that, in 1847, the Rt. Rev. Bro. Walker, then an
Episcopal minister at Chicago,and Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Illinois, invited, or called a Convention of Royal
Arch Masons, from that and the surrounding States. To this
Convention Bro. Walker exhibited his authority, given him by
the Grand Council of New York, over which Bro. J. J. J. Gou-
gas presided. The author was invited to deliver a public
address to said Convention ; and, during his visit, Bro. Walker,
in the presence of the late Bro. Barney, communicated to him
all the degrees of said Scotch Rite. 'When he received the 33rd,
and the charges appertaining, he respectfully, but firmly
denounced the whole, as inconsistent with, if not opposed to
Freemasonry ; whereupon, Bro. Walker, very properly, with-
held from him such documents as, otherwise, he would have
been entitled to. And now, he is told by the brother who
claims to have written and delivered said authority, that Bro.
Walker transcended his powers. Be this as it may, the recipi-
ent feels no sort of concern, as he has never sought or desired
intercourse with the Society, but he confesses that, with the im-
perfect knowledge of the degrees as communicated, he did seek
and desire to know more of their history. So far as the teach-
ings of the Scotch Rite are concerned, the author feels that no
-censure should attach to him, should he hint at them, as derived
‘from the ritual, as said ritual may be seen by any one, in almost
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any of the cities of the United States. Premising, however,
that no startling exposures will be made—certainly fewer than
if he bad never taken the degrees, he will at once enter upon
the history.

In 1740, Chevalier Ramsey, a Scotch nobleman, and a strong
adherent of the Stuarts, gave his celebrated lectures in Paris
and Bourdeaux, concerning the origin and objects of Freema-
sonry. Taking the three degrees, and subdividing them into
numerous parts, he concocted degrees for those parts, and made
his philosophic lectures explain each, to suit his purposes. He
established a Lodge, which he called Harodim, but the French
Masons, generally, styled it a Lodge of the Scotchman’s Rite
Masonry ; and, finally, it assumed the imposing title of Perfect
and Sublime Masonry.

Bro. Le Blanc De Marconay, then Grand Orator of the
Chamber of Deputies in the Grand Orient of France, thus
writes, in 1853 :

“ The first Lodge known in France was constituted in 1725,
by the Grand Lodge of England, in the York Rite.

% Until 1756, the Grand Lodge in France bore the title of
English Grand Lodge of France. It was only during this year
_ that it took the name of Kingdom, and, until this time, French
Masonry practiced ‘but three degrees, viz., the Symbolic, entitled
Apprentice, Companion, and Master.

“ It was about the year 1758, that the Ineffable degrees were
introduced into Masonry—they were not practiced by the
Grand Lodge, but by an authority named the Supreme Council
of Emperors of East and West, and had no more than twenty-
five degrees, the last degree of which was Prince of the Royal
Secret.

“It was in the year 1761, that Stephen Morin received, in
France, the power to propagate the Ineffable degrees in
America. He received only twenty-five degrees, and, with
them, the title of Inspector General, which title was given him,
in his patent, not as a degree, but a function, whjch he was to
exercise in America.”

Ragon in his Othodozie Maconnique, says :

“The Council of East and West was formed in Paris, in
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1758. It consisted of twenty-five degrees, divided into seven
classes.

“The Council was formed from the ruins of the Chapter of
Clermont, formed in 1754, by the Chevalier De Bonnville.

“On the 2Tth of August, 1761, a patent of Deputy Inspector
General, was given to Stephen Morin (a Jew), by the Council
of Emperors East and West. Stephen Morin’s business called
him to St. Domingo, where he intended to propagate the Rite
of Perfection. The Council of Emperors never imagined, for
a moment, that such an audacious juggler as he was, would take
possession of the Rite, to make a profit out of it. They never
dreamed that he would not only make it an article of traffic,
but that he would remodel and modifiy it at Charleston,
South Carolina, and introduce it forty-three years afterward
into Paris, surcharged by eight new degrees, and all attested
by the illustrious Frederick the Great, King of Prussia, who
was never received in the Ancient and Accepted Rite, and had
all the higher degrees in horror—he opposed them during his
whole life.

“ September 21, 1762. The Council of Emperors of Eastand
West, and the Council of Princes of the Royal Secret, at
Bourdeaux, drew up the regulations of the Masonry of Harodim,
or Masonry of Perfection, in thirty-five articles.

“A new Council was also erected called Knights of the
East.

“ August 17th, 1766. The Grand Lodge of France, in which
the Council had its Chamber, and was in union with the same,
being dissatisfied with the arbitrary and unmasonic proceed-
ings of Stephen Morin, annulled his patent, recalled his power,
and placed the W. Bro. Martin in his place. They state that,
considering the carelessness and the various alterations intro-
duced in the Royal Art by W. Bro. Morin, her late Inspector,
the W.Grand Lodge annulled the brief of Inspector, granted to
Bro. Morin, and deems proper, for the good of the Royal Art,
to cause him to be replaced by W. Bro. Martin,” etc.

As Bro. Yates and others, who hold in veneration the Grand
Council at Charleston, take the ground that Stephen Morin
received his patent from a Convention of Sublime Masons, and
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not from the Grand Lodge, and, therefore, the recall of that
patent by the Grand Lodge, in 1766, was illegal ; and as the
proof is at hand for the final settlement of this question, the
following extract is inserted :

“To the G. O.T. G. A. 0. T. U. and under the will and
pleasure of H. Most S. H. Ill. Bro. Louis, of Bourbon, Count
of Clermont, Prince of the blood, Grand Master, and Protector
of all the Lodges. .

“ At the East of a place well lighted, and where dwell Peace,
Silence, Concord, Anno Lucis 5761, and according to the Chris-
tian Era, August 27, 1761.

 Lux ex tenebris veritas, concordia fratrum.

“We, the undersigned, Substitutes General of the Art Royal,
Grand Wardens and Officers of the Grand and Sovereign
Lodge of St. John, established at the Grand East of Paris, and
we, Sovereign G. Master of the G. Council of the Lodges of
France, under the protection of the Sovereign Grand Lodge,
under the sacred and mysterious numbers, do hereby declare,
certify, and ordain to all BB. Knights and Princes, spread
throughout both hemispheres, that, having assembled by order
of the Deputy General, President of the Grand Council, a
request, to us communicated, was read at our sitting.

“That our dear Bro. Stephen Morin, Grand Elect Perfect,
formerly Sublime Master, Prince Mason, Knight and Sublime
of all the Orders of the Masonry of Perfection, member of the
Trinity Royal Lodge, etc., being about to leave for America,
and wishing to be enabled to work regularly to the advantage
and improvement of the Art Royal, in all its perfection, may it
please the Sov. G. Council, and the Grand Lodge to grant
him letters patent for constitutions. Upon the report which
has been made to us,and being acquainted with the eminent
qualities of Bro. Stephen Morin, we have, without hesitation,
granted this satisfaction for the services which he has always
rendered to the Order, and the continuation of which is to us’
guaranteed by his zeal.

“ Wherefore, and for other good reasons, after approving and
confirming Bro. Morin in his designs, and wishing to give him
testimonies of our gratitude, we have unanimously constituted
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and instituted him, and, by these presents, do constitute
and institute him, and we do give full power and authority to
said Bro. Stephen Morin, the signature of whom stands in the
margin of the presents, to form and establish a Lodge for the
purpose of receiving and multiplying the Royal Order of Free-
masons, in all the Perfect and Sublime degrees, to take due care
that the general and particular statutes and regulations of the
Grand and Sovereign Lodge be kept and observed, and to
admit therein none but true and legitimate BB. of Sublime
Masonry.

“To regulate and govern all the members which may com-
pose his said Lodge, which he is authorized to establish in the
four parts of the world, whither he may arrive, or where he
may dwell, under the title of Lodge of St. John, and by sur-
name, Perfect Harmony.

“Power is, hereby, to him granted, to select such officers as
he may think proper, to help him in the government of his
Lodge, to whom we command and enjoin to obey and respect
him ; we do command and ordain to all Masons of regular
Lodges, spread all over the earth, and of whatsoever dignity
they might be, we request and enjoin them, in the name of the
Royal Order, and in presence of our most Ill. G. Master, to
recognize, as we do ourselves hereby recognize, our dear Bro.
Stephen Morin as Worshipful Master of the Perfect Harmony
Lodge, and we commission him as our Inspector, in every part
of the New World, to rectify the observance of our laws in gen-
eral, etc., and, by these presents, we do institute our dearest Bro.
Stephen Morin, our Grand Master Inspector, authorizing him,
and giving him full power to establish Perfect and Sublime
Masonry in every part of the world, ete., etc.

“We, therefore, request the brethren, in general, to grant to
said Stephen Morin, such aid and assistance as may lie in their
power, and we do require him to act in a similar manner to-
ward all the brethren, members of the Lodge, or such as he
might have admitted or constituted, or whom he might hereafter
admit and constitute, in the Sublime degrees of Perfection,
which we grant him, with full power and authority to make
Inspectors wheresoever the Sublime degree has not been
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established, as we are well satisfied with his great information
and capacity.

“In testimony whereof we have delivered him these presents,
signed by the Deputy General of the Order, Grand Command-
er of the White and Black Eagles, Sublime Prince of Royal
Secret, and by us, Grand Inspectors, Sublime Officers of the
Grand Council and of the Grand Lodge, established in this
capital, and we have hereunto affixed the hand seal of our Il
Grand Master H. R. H., and that of our Grand Lodge and Sov-
ereign Grand Council.

“ At the Grand East of Paris, A.L. 5761, or of the Christian
Era, August 27, 1761.

(Signed) CHAILLOU DE JOIVILLE,
Deputy Gen. of the Order, etc.
PriNCE DE RoHAN,
Master of the Grand Lodge, etc.
LACORNE, Deputy Grand Master, etc.
SavarLerTrE DE BuckoLy,
Grand Keeper of the Seals, etc.
TAvPIN, Prince Mason.
BrEST DE LA CHAUSEE,
Grand Elect Prince Mason.

By order of the Grand Lodge.

(Signed) DAUBERTIN, Grand Elect, etc.”

If the foregoing document be genuine, and this, it is thought,
never has been questioned, the following facts are evolved :

1. That in 1761, Louis, of Bourbon, Count of Clermont,
Prince of the blood, was Grand Master and Protector of all the
Lodges in France, and that Chaillou De Joiville, was his
Deputy, and not the Deputy of Frederick the Great.

2. That the body granting powers to Stephen Morin was
the Sovereign Grand Lodge, holding in its body the Sovereign
Grand Council, and that said act was done by the united and
unanimous concurrence of the officers and members then
present, of both bodies.

3. That Stephen Morin’s authority authorized him to con-
stitute a Lodge of Perfection, wherever he might sojourn, and



CHAPTER III.

TrE Christian population of the Holy City had now increased
to about six thousand, but the rebuilding of the walls advanced
but slowly. Thus defenceless, the Korasmians, a savage people
from the shores of the Caspian, who had been driven from their
deserts by the arms of the Moguls, now, like an avalanche,
poured into Palestine, in 1243. These “ Parthian shepherds”
practiced their peculiar Pagan rites, and were equally hostile
to Christians and Mohammedans, and Christians and Moham-
medans saw it to be alike their interest, to unite and drive back
this threatened tornado of merciless beings ; but their combined
efforts were vain. Had Malek Kamel, the late wise and gene-
rous Sultan of Egypt, lived, it is quite probable that the result
would have been different; but his successor, Nogemadin,
stood aloof. Feeling himself secure, he cared little for his
brethren of Aleppo and Damascus, and still less for the fate of
the Christians of Palestine. He not only refused to take part
in the struggle, but, professing to have some cause of complaint
against the Templars, he communicated with the Korasmian
leaders, and informed them of the defeucelessness of Jerusalem.

The Korasmians had been driven, with merciless barbarity,
from their homes, and, with no less barbarous feelings, they
sought a new home, careless in what direction it might be found,
or at what expense of blood. Barbacan, their Chief, no sooner
received this information, than, at the head of twenty thousand
horse, he speedily entered Palestine, before the Christians were
aware of his intentions.

The military Orders, as we have intimated, were generally
quarreling in time of peace; but the war-cry of the Cross
united them as brothers. They were now the only hope for
the defence of the Holy City, and they at once saw that resis-
tance would not only be vain, but, finally, fatal to the inhabi-
tants, and, therefore, all were enjoined to evacuate the city, and
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repair to Jaffa. The Knights went not to Jaffa ; but, taking
to the open country, prepared to seek a favorable opportunity
to give the enemy battle. Some of the inhabitants of the city,
who could not bring themselves to consent to leave it, threw up
some temporary defences, and determined to remain. The
Korasmians found no difficulty in overcoming this feeble oppo-
sition, and, entering the city, sword in hand, spared neither age
nor sex. That they might celebrate their victory with still more
massacres of defenseless human beings, they replanted the Chris-
tian standards upon the towers, and, thus deceived, many re-
turned, as they thought, to their houses and their friends, only
to be butchered by the barbarians. The Holy Church of Cal-
vary was profaned by these barbarians, and, that they might
seem less merciful than the wild beasts of the forest, they col-
lected, and drove to the Holy Sepulchre, a crowd of old men,
nuns, and helpless children, and there massacred them, as if for
pastime.

We pause, at this point in our history, to contemplate, as we
may be permitted, the wonder-working mysteries of divine
Providence. If we turn our thoughts back, and behold the
pride and pomp of the various armies sent forth from all Europe,
for no other purpose than to win, by their blood and trcasure,
possession of that spot of ground where, it is supposed, once
rested the body of our Saviour ; if we undertake to enumerate
the millions of lives sacrificed, in order to keep up the show of
Christian devotion, and more firmly to establish the divine
and temporal supremacy of the head of the Church, and, above
all, if we remember that the whole originated in a deep laid
scheme to bring the world under subjugation to the See of
Rome, we shall wonder less why it was that the splendid mili-
tary achievements of kings and princes were made to vanish
into nothingness, before a wild, unknown, and unlooked for band
of barbarians, at a time when Christendom was beginning to
regard the Holy Land as permanently and peaceably in posses-
sion of the nominal friends of the Cross. Can we believe that,
if the cause of the Crusaders, concocted and put on foot by the
Pope, had been the cause of Christ and His holy reljgion, the
God of battles would have permitted twenty thousand strangers,
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without opposition, to enter the Holy City, never more to be
regained or occupied by a Christian people? Well might
Fuller, after recounting the thrilling incidents connected with
its history, exclaim :—* Sleep, Jerusalem, sleep in thy ruins; at
this day of little beauty and less strength: famous only for
what thou hast been.”

After the fall of Jerusalem, the Sultan of Egypt sent a body
of troops to cooperate with the Korasmian leader, while the
Sultan of Damascus gave assistance to the Christians, at the
earnest solicitation of the Knights. Thus situated, the Koras-
mian strength was numerically much the greatest, and yet the
Christians gained several inferior victories, till, at length, at
the urgent solicitation of the Patriarch, who, for the time, laid
aside his holy calling, in order to give aid to military opera-
tions, it was determined to hazard a general engagement. All
things being ready, the war-cry was heard, and the Christians
went into the fight with high hopes of victory, though the
enemy stood five to one in the field ; and to render this ine-
quality much greater, no sooner did the battle rage with fierce.
ness than, through fright or treachery, the troops sent by the
Sultan of Damascus broke ground and fled. Thus deserted,
but not dismayed, the Christians stood their ground, and fought
valiantly for two whole days. Hospitalers and Templars vied
with each other, to be foremost in the battle, and, by their
prowess, the field was strewn with the slain of their enemies;
but their lances were too few to penetrate the dense barriers
continually being filled up and presented against them, and,
finally, borne down by the might of numbers, the Christian
Knights, one by one, yielded up their lives at the foot of their
banner. The Grand Master of the Hospitalers, the Grand
Master of the Templars, and the Commander of the Teutonic
Knights, each and all fell valiantly fighting at the head of their
companions, and there escaped only thirty-tree Templars, six- -
teen Hospitalers, and three Teutonic Knights.

This disastrous and bloody battle was fought on the sea-
coast, near Gaza, 1244, and well nigh completed the calamities
of the Holy Land, for it almost annihilated these valiant bands
of military Knights, who from the days of Godfrey had stood



ORDERS OF KNIGHTHOOD. 53

the bulwark of Palestine—the strong arm of the Paynim war.
The little remnant who escaped the Infidel massacre threw
themselves into Acre, where the Hospitalers chose William De
Chateauneuf as their Grand Master.

Scarcely had the refugees recovered from exhaustion, and
before they had time to seek reinforcements, or even to or--
ganize for defence, the Korasmians, with their Egyptian allies,
encamped before. Acre, at the same time that they invested
Jaffa. Sir Walter de Brienne, the Lord of the latter city, had
been taken captive in the late battle, and now, in order to
strike terror into the hearts of the inhabitants, and induce them
to yield without an effort, the Korasmians showed him, sitting
on a gibbet. But, to the surprise of his enemies, he earnestly
addressed his soldiers, beseeching them to put no faith in the
promises made to them. This magnanimous daring was not
punished by his immediate death, but he was reserved for even
a worse fate, in an Egyptian dungeon. '

Here, again, we would pause in wonder and astonishment, at
the handiwork of divine Providence. After the entire chival-
ry of Europe had, for near one hundred and ninety years, con-
tended manfully and successfully against the united powers of
the East, for possession of the Holy Land, an obscure tribe of
barbarians, unknown in the annals of warfare, indeed, scarcely
heard of as inhabitants of the carth, suddenly burst upon the
Syrian deserts, march to, and, almost without a blow, take pos-
session of the Holy City, despoil and desecrate every venerated
relic, and then, with irresistible force, devastate and destroy
wherever in Palestine they directed their course. And to
render this mystery the more remarkable, this very people had
scarcely accomplished the seemingly destined object of their
mission, when a fatal spell appeared to fall upon them. They
had scourged the Latin Christians; but, in turn, a still more
fatal scourge was pending over their own heads. Domestic
quarrels arose in their camp, deadly feuds ensued, and, man to
man, they were seen in mortal combat. Like locusts they had
suddenly overrun the Syrian deserts, and when they had strip-
ped the country of its beautiful foliage, they commenced devour-
ing each other. And still a greater number fell by the hands
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of the Syrian peasants, who, finding all organization and con-
cert of action abandoned by these barbarians, pursued and
destroyed them wherever they wandered over the sountry. So
fatally did the two causes above named operate upon the Koras-
mians, that Defore the final expulsion of the Latin Christians
from Palestine, this tribe of barbarians were annihilated, for,
from that period, their existence is not known—their name is
scarcely mentioned in the history of the world.

The Patriarch of Jerusalem and his Bishops laid before Pope
Innocent IV. the facts of the desolation of that City, and
depicted the horrid massacre of the brave champions, in such
terms as moved to tears his counselors, and they united in be-
seeching the Pope to summon, once more, the Christian nations
to send out another Crusade to the Holy Land. While Jerusa-
lem was being taken, and the Christian banner down-trodden,
the banner of St. John was waving triumphantly against the
Moors in Spain, and the Tartars in Hungary ; and, even before
the news of the fall of Jerusalem was known, the western
nations were agitating the eighth Crusade; and, though their
enthusiasm was not so wild as in former times, a Council at
Lyons decided that a Crusade should be preached throughout
Christendom. Nor was that preaching in vain, when the
eloquent speakers depicted the sufferings and inhuman slaughter
of the followers of Christ, at the verge of the tomb of our
Saviour. Louis IX., of France, a Prince of the best virtues,
having pious notions, partaking of extravagance, while suffering
under a painful sickness, made a vow to visit the Holy Land
with an army, if God would restore him to health. As soon as
this was known, his three royal brothers, the Counts of Artois,
Poitiers, and Anjou, and also the Duke of Burgundy, with
numerous friends, announced their determination to follow
him.

When the King assumed the Cross, he threw off all pomp,
exchanging the royal purple for the pilgrim’s habit.*

The military Orders. were everywhere encouraged by the
prospect of efficient aid, and they drew from the Euoropean

* History of St. Louis, by Joinville.
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Priories their men and treasure ; but three years elapsed before
the King of France was prepared to take the field.

On the 12th of Juune, 1248, Louis went in procession to the
Abbey of St. Dennis, where the Pope’s Legate, in solemn form,
delivered to him the Oriflamm,* with the Palmer’s scrip and
staff. Having made his mother, Blanche, regent of his king-
dom, he embarked for Cyprus, and arrived at that place on the
28th of August. In consequence of the slow arrival of his
forces, Louis was detained at Cyprus eight months, during which
time he was piously engaged in advancing the Christian cause.
Through his influence, a reconciliation was effected between the
Hospitalers and Templars, who had imbibed some little jealous-
ies ; and now that they were once more on good terms, they
consulted Louis as to the best manner of effecting the liberation
of those members of their respective Orders, held as captives by
the Sultan of Egypt, and, it is said, the propriety of entering
into amicable arrangements with the Mohammedan Prince;
which proposition, Louis, in his Christian zeal, rejected with
disdain. This incident, unimportant as it may seem, gave rise
to a charge of grave importance against the Templars. Though
the proposition, if made at all, came equally from both Orders,
yet the enemies of the Templars, only, effected anything.
They charged that the Grand Master of that Order was a secret
ally of the Sultan, which had been entered into, by each
opening a vein and causing their blood to mingle in the same
bowl. We have examined with some care for proof of the truth
or falsehood of the above allegation, and have to confess, that
we are still left in doubt. On the one hand, we know that the
Templars had ever been governed by that well nigh inhuman
law, which made it their duty to abandon any member of the
Order, who would suffer himself to be taken alive by the enemy ;
from which it would seem unreasonable to suppose they would,
on the occasion referred to, not only depart from this law, but
also propose an alliance with their bitterest enemy. On the
other hand, we find nearly all the writers, including Joinville,
seem to favor the truth of the charge. Fuller tells us, that thc

* Oriflamm, the banner of St. Dennis.
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custom of giving sanctity to treaties, by suffering the blood of
the parties to flow into the same bowl, belonged to the Infidel
nations—that they were in the habit of mixing the blood,
mingled with wine, and drinking it as a sacred libation. The
Knights Templar, of the present day, think they have strong
reasons for believing, that this, or a very similar custom, was
practiced by the Order itself, and, therefore, suppose it to be
of Christian origin.

Louis, at length, having received all his forces and supplies,
accompanied by his Queen and the Princes Charles and Robert,
made ready to set sail for the Paynim coast, on Trinity Sunday,
1249. And what a spectacle was there presented ! eighteen
hundred sails dotting the seas of. Cyprus, within full view.
France had been almost depopulated, and its treasuries exhaust-
ed, to gratify the pious King. Sixty thousand men were here
being led by that wild and misguided zeal which had been enkin-
dled, mainly, by designing Popes, and had already cost Chris-
tendom millions upon millions of treasure, and thousands upon
thousands of lives.

About a week after he set sail, Louis, clothed in complete
armor, and overshadowed by the Oriflamm, leaped upon the
shore of Egypt, and gave battle to the enemy, who were there
ready to receive him. This battle was of short duration, but
though the Christians were victorious, it was not without a
hard struggle, and the loss of many valuable lives.

At Damietta, near where he landed, Louis was joined by the
two Grand Masters of the military Orders, from Acre, at the
head of a band of chosen Knights; and, also, by Longespee,
the fellow-crusader of Cornwall, who, on this occasion, suffered
his earldom to be confiscated, rather than obey his King, and
remain at home. Louis called a Council, and, while the older
and more experienced soldiers recommended an attack upon
Alexandria, and a cautious movement onward, he yielded to
the advice of his brother, Count of Artois, backed by some
young and impetuous Barons, and marched direct for Grand
Cairo; On their march they found no inhabitants, or appear-
ance of the enemy, until they came near Massoura, when five
hundred Egyptian horsemen came forward, and reported
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themselves as deserters from the Mohammedan army. The
King received them without suspicion, and made guides of them.
A detachment of the Templars, having advanced a considerable
way ahead of the main army, the Mamalukes suddenly drew
their swords and charged them with fury. But the Knights
were not to be intimidated by Saracen war-shouts ; they rallied
around their intrepid Grand Masters, and bravely kept their
ground until reinforced, when the Mamalukes were slain to a
man.* The King came up with the enemy, encamped on the
bank of the Ashmoum Canal, which was too deep to ford, and
he attempted to throw a bridge across it, but the enemy set fire
to and burned the timbers as fast as they were put up. At
length, an Arab yielded to a large bribe, and pointed out a
ford, which the Count of Artois begged leave to sccure. The
King, fearing to trust entirely to so rash and headstrong a
leader, hesitated, but, finally, agreed to it, on condition that
the Knights of the Hospital and Temple should take the van,
the Count pledging himself to go no further until the main
army came up. At the head of fourteen hundred Knights and
two hundred English Crusaders, under the celebrated Longespee,
the Prince threw himself into the ford, and, though they were
met on the opposite bank by three hundred Egyptian horse,
they passed the ford with but slight loss. But no sooncr was
this effected, than the Count forgot his pledge, and, in despite
of the warning of the Knights, pursued the fugitives to their
entrenchment, and entered pellmell. A panic seized the enemy,
who supposed the whole Christian army were upon them,
hastily fled, and, even the garrison of Massoura, threw open its
gates, and joined their countrymen. The Prince, carried away
by his success, instantly proposed to the Grand Masters, to
proceed at once to storm the town. The Knights entreated
‘him to pause until the main army came up, urging that, as soon
as the Saracens should discover their small number, they would
rally in full force, and cause them a disastrous defeat. The
Prince answered : “ I now see that it is not without reason that
the Knights of the Temple and Hospital are accused of favoring

* Camden.
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the Infidels ; for, in this speech, I have proof of their treachery
and sedition. It is for selfish ends alone that they drain the
West of gold, and prevent the war from being brought to a
termination. Who is there that knows not with what dif-
ficulty the Emperor Frederick escaped their snares and am-
bushes ? 7 *

The Grand Master of the Hospitalers replied : “ Think you,
great Prince, that we have abandoned our fortunes and our
homes, and taken the religious habit in a strange land, where
our lives are constantly in danger, only to betray the Christian
Church, and to lose our own salvation?” And the Grand
Master of the Templars, with indignant rage, called to the
standard bearer : “ Display your banner! arms'and death must
this day decide our fate and honor. While united, we were
invincible ; but division will destroy us.” William Longespee
endeavored to restore good feelings, by reminding the French
Prince, that the counsel of so renowned a warrior as De Sonnac,
Grand Master of the Templars, was entitled to great respect.
The Count answered, sneeringly : “ Behold the courage of these
cravens, who wear tails! How forturate would it be for the
army if we were quit of them.”

The cheek of every English Knight burned at this gross
insult, for they knew it referred to a low superstitious rumor,
that the English were being punished for the murder of Thomas
a Becket, by being reduced to brutes; but Longespee scorned
any other notice of it than by saying : “ Count Robert, I will go
80 far into danger this day, that you shall not even dare to keep
at the tail of my horse.” Thus inflamed with passion, the
Crusaders and Knights rushed into Massoura in disorder, and
commenced to pillage the city. The Count of Artois, at the
head of a small band, continued the pursuit. The Saracens, per-
ceiving the small number of their enemy, rallied, and,-with mad
impetuosity, renewed the conflict. Bendocdar took the com-
mand in place of Sacedeen, who had been slain, and the French
were driven back, in disorder, into the town, which was
instantly invested, at the same time sending a powerful body of

* Hakluyt. . t Fuller.
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troops to oppose the approach of the King. And now com-
menced the work of slaughter. The inhabitants of the town,
perceiving the small number of the Christians, openly attacked
them in the streets, and stones, arrows, and Greek fire were
showered down upon them from the tops of the houses. It is
said that the Count, secing all was lost, repented of his harsh
language, and cried out to Longespee: “Fly, fly, for God fights
against us.” The English Earl replied: “ God forbid that my
father’s son should fly from the face of a Saracen ;” and, though
unhorsed and wounded, he dashed into the thickest of the fight,
and gave up his gallant spirit on a pile of the slain.

Only three Templars, four Hospitalers, and three Teutonic
Knights survived. The Grand Master of the Hospitalers was
captured, and the Grand Master of the Templars, with the loss
of an eye, and covered with wounds, cut his way through the
enemy, so exhausted from loss of blood, as to be barely able to
reach the King,* who, enraged at the account of the battle,
charged the Egyptian army in person, and was ever to be seen
in the thickest of the fight. The Grand Master of the Temp-
lars, in this onset, received a wound in the other eye, which
terminated his life. The Christians and Saracens each claimed
the victory of this battle ; but, be this as it may, it was fatal to
the Christians. The Saracens cut off all communication between
the Christian army and the coast ; the air became pestilential,
from the unburied slain, and a fatal disease was added to famine.
Louis was contemplating a retreat, when the Saracens burst
into his camp, and commenced a general slaughter of the sick
and helpless. The King, though laboring under disease, seized
his battle-axe, and rushed to the scene of conflict. Sir Godfrey
Sergines finally withdrew Louis, and carried him to a village,
where he was afterward taken prisoner, together with the.
Counts of Anjou and Poitiers, and nearly all his followers who
remained alive. Louis ransomed himself and his army, by the
payment of about sixteen thousand livres, and a ten years’
truce was agreed to ; and the King, with the remainder of his
army departed thence, 1250, ta Acre, where he remained about

* Joinville.
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four years, not being willing to return to France without
accomplishing something for the cause of Christianity. During
his stay at Acre, he received a message from the Old Man of
the Mountains, who sent two of his Assasins to demand the usual
tribute, or safety bribe. These messengers stated that Frederick,
of Germany, Andrew, of Hungary, the Sultans of Egypt, and
many other monarchs, had paid it, knowing that their lives were,
at all times, in the hands of the old Chief, and that Louis must
either pay or obtain the Old Maa’s exemption from the tribute,
which he was bound to pay to the Grand Masters of the Temp-
lars and Hospitalers. On being asked why they did not sacrifice
the Grand Masters, they replied that if a Grand Master be
slain, another would, at once, spring up, and nothing would be
effected. The King refused to pay, or negociate with the mes-
sengers, but referred them to the Grand Masters, who declared
that their characters as deputies alone saved them from being
thrown into the sea, and ordered them to return, and tell their
Chief that, if he did not make satisfaction to the King, for the
insult, within fifteen days, the Knights of the two Orders would
see to his chastisement. Within the time, a present of a shirt
and a ring, was sent to the King, as a token of friendship and
protection.

In the four years Louis remained at Acre, we find nothing
which can satisfactorily account for that sojourn from his king-
dom. True, he repaired the fortifications of that city, and
rebuilt two or three at the neighboring towns, and left some
troops and money with the Syrian Christians ; but, in all that
transpired during this, or the second Crusade, made in his old age,
we find nothing, save a wild zeal for the Church, calculated
to give him character or renown. He almost beggared France,
. by draining its treasure, and made thousands of widows and
orphans, by the lives which he sacrificed in the Paynim war ; but
we are left in doubt whether either, or both, called for his can-
onization.

Palestine being without a king, the Grand Masters of the twgq
Orders were now in unlimited power, and none were better
qualified for the trust, had there been the proper good feeling
subsisting between the Orders themselves; but, unfortunately,
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while they knew that party feuds, among the Syrian Chris-
tians, were at the foundation of the most of their troubles, and
that the kingdom of Jerusalem could not be maintained, except
by concert of action, still were they ever ready to burst out in
open quarrels, superinduced by a jealous watchfulness to prece-
dency, and an ambitious desire each felt to obtain superior
military renown. When engaged against the common enemy,
they were ever united, and equally invirncible ; but no sooner
were they resting under a truce or treaty, than their quarrels
would be renewed, leading often to bloody conflicts between
individual Knights, and, sometimes, skirmishes, or hard fought
battles between detachments. In 1259, a battle was fought by
all the distinguished Knights of both Orders, and, so desperate
was the conflict, that, though the Hospitalers proved victorious,
it was not accomplished until the last Templar had fallen.
Before the Templars could gather, from their European Com-
manderies, a sufficient force to avenge this defeat, their attention
was called off by a demand for their united efforts against the
enemy. In this year, the Grand Master of the Hospitalers,
William De Chateauneuf, died, and was succeeded by Hugh De
Revel. Shortly after his installation, Pope Alexander IV. gave
authority to this Order to wear a black cloak (clamydes nigras)
in hospital, and a red tunic and a white cross in camp, to dis-
tinguish them from the “ Serving Brothers,”* and further honored
them, by giving their Commander the title of Grand Master.

Bendocdar, the Mamaluke who defeated Prince Robert, and
finally captured Louis, made his way to the Egyptian throne
by means of superior -talents, aided by assassination, and com-
menced his reign by invading Palestine. He demolished the
. churches at Nazareth, and fortress of Mount Tabor, and then
invested the Castle of Assur (1265), where ninety chosen Hos- |
pitalers were among the defenders. Bendocdar, finally took
the Castle, but not until he was compelled, in the breach, to
walk over the dead body of the last of the Christians, for every
man fell doing battle.t

In 1266, the Knights of the Temple met a similar fate. After

* Sebastian Paoli. t Vertot.
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ravaging all that country around, Tyre, Tripoli, and even to
the vicinity of Acre, Bendocdar laid siege to Saphet, which
made a brave defense, but, at length, the Prior of the Temple,
who was Governor, seeing that resistance could no longer be
maintained, agreed to capitulate on condition that his Knights,
and other troops, six hundred in all, should have safe convoy
to a Christian station. But, as soon as their arms were sur-
rendered, Bendocdar very cooly informed them, that they
had the liberty of choosing between conversion to Islamism and
death. The Prior at once chose death rather than apostacy,
and such was the decision of all. Bendocdar, maddened with
with their firmness, ordered the Prior to be flayed alive, and a
general slaughter of the others ensued.* Thus were the Temp-
lars in Palestine, once more almost totally destroyed.

Bendocdar followed up his triumphs, reduced Jaffa, the
Castle of Beaufort, and marched to Antioch, which great city,
through fear, threw open their gates to the merciless barbarian ;
who rewarded their cowardice by putting to death seventeen
thousand, and carried into slavery one hundred thousand. He
then besieged Karac, occupied by the Knights of St. John, who
refused all offers of capitulation, and the Sultan finally entered
the city over their remains.

In 1271, Louis, King of France, raised another army, larger
than his first, with the hope, in his old age, of retrieving his
character as a military chieftain, by driving the Infidels from
Palestine. Prince Edward, of England, agreed to join him in
this the ninth and last Crusade ; but Louis’ mighty army never
reached the Holy Land. Edward having withdrawn from Louis,
very soon after the Crusade took up its march, carried his
little force of one thousand men directly to Acre. His arrival
inspired new hope in the hearts of the Christians, and, notwith-
standing the small force, the Sultan became uneasy, and with-
drew his troops, apprehending that Edward, a descendant of
Cceur-de-Lion, would snatch from him his well-earned laurels.
Edward attacked and retook Nazareth, and put the enemy
to flight, but stained his name with unwonted cruelty to his

* Mills’ Hist. of the Crusades.
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prisoners. Sickness attacked his army, and he himself, suffering
with disease, narrowly escaped three several efforts of a hired
assassin, who, by a false tale, gained admittance, and thrice
wounded him with a poisoned dagger, when the Prince dashed
him on the floor, and, with the same dagger, stabbed him to the
heart.* The Princess Eleanor, Edward’s consort, it is said,
saved his life by sucking the poison from his wound. Edward
assisted the Knights in obtaining a ten years truce with the
Sultan, and, with his followers, returned to England.

And now we behold Palestine deserted by every Christian
monarch, and left solely to the defense of a little broken band
of Hospitalers and Templars. Thus situated, the two Grand
Masters, availing themselves of the truce, started together to
Europe, hoping to induce the Western Princes to send aid
to the Holy Land. Gregory X. then filled the Chair of St.
Peter, and the Grand Masters found him using all his influence
to stir up another Crusade. He summoned a Council, which
met at Lyons, on the 2nd of May, 1274, when it was determined
again to arouse Christendom to raise another Crusade. Two
emperors and two kings pledged themselves to this Crusade,
and great hopes were entertained for the result, but before any
thing was accomplished Gregory died, and with him the enter-
prise. : .

The Christians in Palestine thus left unaided, were, to a
great extent, at the mercy of the Infidels, who soon found
reason to declare the truce violated, and at an end, and, sending
army after army, Bendocdar and his successor took place after
place, until, in 1278, Acre alone remained in possession of the
Christians, and it became filled with refuges, from all parts o1
Palestine. About this period Henry II., of Cyprus, was de-
clared King of Jerusalem, and he obtained a truce, which
deferred the downfall of the last Christian possession in Pales-
tine. The Grand Master of the Hospitalers now visited Rome,
and appealed to the Pope, Nicholas IV., for aid, and obtained
fifteen hundred men—the scum of all the Italian States, who
proved to be but a band of robbers. Acre being already

* Fuller’s Holy War.
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crowded witha disorganized population, the introduction of these
base soldiers tended but to add to the desorder, and hasten its
downfall. Strange, that at this, the most critical, if, indeed,
not the most desperate period of the Christian cause, the Chris-
tians themselves could not be brought to submit to a sound and
rational government, but, instead, there were no less than seven-
teen tribunals, all claiming superior control.*

The troops furnished by the Pope, soon displayed their true
character, by making marauding excursions upon the Moham-
medan settlements, and thereby gave cause to the Infidels to
declare the truce violated. :

The Sultan, however, demanded only a reasonable indemnity,
which the Grand Masters earnestly urged the propriety of
granting, but there was, in truth, no organized head to whom
the appeal could be made with success, and the Sultan was
driven to make preparations for a renewal of war, and soon
raised a mighty army. But on his march he was poisoned by
his Lieutenant-General, and, upon his death-bed, enjoined it
upon his son, Khalil, to reduce Acre.

On the 5th of April, 1291, Khalil, with an army of sixty
thousand horse, and one hundred and forty thousand foot, sur-
rounded the city, the last that Christian chivalry was destined
to behold. Many of the inhabitants fled to the vessels in the
bay. By acclamation, Peter De Beaujeu, Grand Master of the
Templars, a Knight of known ability and valor, and “ who had
grown old in the command of armies,” was called to the com-
mand. The first effort of the Sultan was to bribe the Grand
Master, but his advances were met with so much scorn by the
old Knight, that he very soon learned that if he entered the city
at all, it must be by force. And now the last stronghold of the
Christians in Palestine is attacked by an overpowering force.
Again and again, the Grand Master sent out a sortie, until the
very atmosphere became tainted with the blood of the Saracens,
slain by the matchless skill and indomitable valor of the Chris-
tian Knights ; but all in vain, for the enemy were t00 numerous
to be conquered or driven back by the few thousand Christians.

* Fuller.
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The Sultan, sure of his power and ultimate success, slowly
moved forward his works. He burrowed under the fortifica-
tions, threw down towers,—among which was the Cursed
Tower, which was looked upon as the chief defense of the city.
In this tower the King of Cyprus commanded his Islanders, and
maintained a desperate conflict until night came on, but then he
prevailed on the Teutonic Knights to take his place,and adopt-
ing the safest personal argument known to the soldier, viz.,
“He who fights and runs away,
May live to fight another day,”

Basely deserted his post, drew off his men, fled to the ships,and
sailed for Cyprus.

Next morning the horns of the Saracens announced a renewal
of the assault. The Teutonic Knights, though basely deserted,
defended the breach with irresistable fury, but, like chaff before
the storm they were swept away by the numerous foc. * And
now they are being overpowered, the shout of the Saracens is
heard, proclaiming their triumph, but, at this critical moment,
the Marshal of Saint John flew to the rescue of the German
Knights, and, so impetuous was the united charge, that the
Saracens were driven back through the breach, leaving it
almost choked up with the slain. _

On the following day these scenes of blood and carnage were
acted over again. Phalanx after phalanx of the Saracens were
broken, but, as if careless of human lives, the Sultan ordered
forward another and another, until the Knights were exhausted
with the slaughter of their enemy. Night parted the combat-
ants again. The next morning the Infidels made an assault
upon that portion of the fortifications where the two Grand
Masters fought, who knew how desperate was the conflict, and
fought as if they were seeking only an honorable grave. Nor
were the Saracens less brave, but, seeming determined to rival
the renowned Knights, they often selected man for man, and
died, shoulder to shoulder. But the work of death was telling
rapidly upon the smaller force—the Knights were sinking down,
one by one, until the living were so few that they could not
hope for victory. And now the brave Marshal of the Hospi-
talers has fallen in the breach, seeing which, the Grand Master

5
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of the Templars turned to the Grand Master of Saint John, and
exclaimed : “ We can hold out no longer! The day is lost
unless you make a diversion against the enemy’s camp, and
allow us time to refortify our post.” Calling on a few chosen
lancers to follow him, John De Villiers leapt into his war-saddle,
and, with five hundred horse, he dashed out of the city,into the
open plain. But the Sultan was prepared for every emergency
—his cavalry soon drove back the detachment, and, on re¢nter-
ing the city, he learned that the Governor, Peter De Beaujeu,
had fallen by a poisoned arrow, that the flower of his Knights
had fallen, and that the Saracens were victorious everywhere.
The Grand Master, seeing further efforts to be vain, turned his
attention to the safety of the little band who crowded around
him, ready to do and die at his bidding. He, with his few
remaining followers, fought their way to the deck of a vessel.
Three hundred Templars, who endeavored to do the same, were
surrounded by an overwhelming force, and they threw them-
gelves into the Tower of the Temple, determined to perish in its
ruins. After several days of brave resistance (when they knew
the very foundations of their retreat had been sapped), they
agreed to evacuate it, on condition that they should have an
honorable departure, and that no insults should be offered the
Christian women ; but, no sooner were the gates thrown open,
than the agreement was violated by the Mamalukes, in their
brutal insults to the women ; and again the Templars drew
their swords, and fought their way (shielding the women) back
into the tower, which, being sapped, could not bear their weight,
and, falling with a crash, buried the combatants and women
in the ruins.

And now commenced the last sad tragedy. Palestine had
long since become the world’s bloody ground ; but Palestine
had never witnessed the bloodshed and carnage of Acre. Sixty
thousand persons either perished in the city, or‘were carried
into slavery. It is recorded, by the Monkish historians, that
the Nuns of the Convent of Saint Clare cut off their noses, and
disfigured their faces in various ways, in order to render them-
selves objects of disgust to the Saracens, hoping, thereby,
to escape their insults; and truly did they so disgust the

;0
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Mamalukes, that they instantly slew them. Many of the citizens
attempted to escape by sea ; but a storm was raging, and they
perished in the waves.

Thus terminated a war that had lasted one hundred and
nmety-four years, then, and now, called the “ Holy War ;” “a
war,” says Fuller, “ for continuance, the longest; for money
spent, the costliest ; for bloodshed, the cruelest; for pretences,
the most pious ; for the true intent, the most politic the world
ever saw.”

After the fall of Acre, the Sultan razed the fortifications of
every city on the coast, with the view to deter the Christians
from another attempt to invade Palestine. The military Orders
were reduced so low, that they made no attempt to maintain a
position in Palestine. The remnant of the Order of St. John
took refuge in Cyprus, as the nearest Christian town to the
country they had sworn never to abandon to the Infidels. The
few remaining Templars finally assembled in the same town.
The Teutonic Knights retired to Prussia, without hope of ever
again seeing the Holy Land.

Pope Nicholas IV. had made no effort to render assistance
to the inhabitants of Acre; but, no sooner did he receive
an account of its fall, and the expulsion of his followers,
than he commenced operations for the purpose of stimulating
the Western Princes to send another Crusade to the Holy
Land. But in two centuries of incessant wars, during which
the plains of Palestine had been copiously fertilize with
Christian blood, having grown wise by long experience, they
could no longer be moved by the insidious appeals of the Papal
throne. The East, too, was equally averse to any further
contention for a spot of ground, of no direct value to the
Greek, or the Armenian schismatics.

The King of Cyprus assigned to the Templars and Hospi-
talers, as a place of retreat, the town of Limisso, and the Grand
Master of the Hospitalers, John De Villiers, summoned all
Knights, who were dispersed throughout Christendom, to repair
to his banner ; and, in answer to this call, the Commanderies
throughout Europe sent forth their Chevaliers, who poured into
Cyprus, burning with a desire for revenge. The Knights
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called a Chapter, and this Council determined that, while the
Brotherhood would continue to protect the pilgrims, who still
continued to visit the Holy Land, their method of doing so,
and the more effectually to annoy the Saracens, would be to
become a sea-faring Society, and operate, especially, on the
Mediterranean.

The Kings of England and Portugal took the ground that
the property which the military Orders held within their
respective dominions, belonged to them only upon the condi-
tion that they continued to hold possession of the Holy Land,
and, therefore, as the Knights had deserted that country, their
property was confiscated. Pope Boniface VIII., who had
reached the Papal throne by a series of crimes and artifices,
thundered forth his menaces, and thus procured a revocation
of the acts of confiscation. The Orders becoming strong in
numbers, the King of Cyprus became alarmed, least they should
become as powerful as they had been in Palestine, and, there-
fore, forbid them the privilege of purchasing land in his domin-
ions; and further required that they should, in common with
his subjects, pay a poll tax. The Pope attempted to drive him
from his position by threats ; but he persisted in his course.

About this time, a quarrel arose between Boniface and Philip
the Fair, King of France, about the Papal supremacy, and, in
an evil hour, the Templars promised that, in the event of an
open rupture, they would sustain the Pope. This so incensed
the King against the Templars, that he resolved upon their
destruction. Boniface soon after died, and his successor lived
but a short time. And now Philip succeeded in placing upon
the Papal throne, a vile instrument, Bertrand De Gat, who, in
order to obtain the influence of the King, and thus sccure his
election, basely pledged himself to the performance of six
articles, one of which was not named until after his election,
and which proved to be the total extinction of the Templars.
This corrupt and soulless Pope, Clement V., was entirely wil-
ling to this proposition, as, by it, he would obtain half the
property held by the Templars. Philip instituted charges
against the Templars, accusing them of the blackest crimes,
whereupon, the Pope summoned the two Grand Masters to
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appear before him, 1306, under a pretense that he wished to
consult them, in relation to a new Crusade. The Pope’s letter
reached the Grand Master of the Hospitalers, on board of his
vessel, at a time when he was taking important steps to get
possession of Rhodes, and he wrote, excusing himself, to the
Pope. But Jacques De Molai, Grand Master of the Templars,
obeyed the summons. In his train, he carried sixty chosen
Knights, and one hundred and fifty thousand florins of gold,
and a quantity of silver, amounting to twelve horse loads. The
Grand Master met with a kind and honorable reception, not
only from the Pope, but the King also, who had not yet matured
their plans. The Templars had left Cyprus without intending
to return, being annoyed by the exactions of Henry ; and it is
quite probable that the Grand Master intended to establish
himself and the Order in France, as his treasure was sent to the
house of the Temple, in Paris.*

Not yet having a justifiable pretext, Philip could not effect
his diabolical designs against the Templars, and, for several
years. we hear but little of them, and nothing of their military
achievements.

The Hospitalers made a descent upon Rhodes, and, by their
intrepid valor, conquered and took possession of that island,
and there established their independent government. After

* The reason of the Templars leaving their Fellow-Knights at Cyprus, is nowhere
satisfactorily explained ; but, from all the facts, we are inclined to believe that
" they disapproved of the conclusions of the Council held at Cyprus, by order of the
Grand Master of the Hospitalers. The Templars were, for the most part, com-
posed of men descended from the best families of every Christian people ; they
had known nothing of a seafaring life, and if they foresaw that the Hospitalers
could only maintain their independent existence as a maritime Society, by
making f¥izes at sea, it is not improbable that they revolted at the idea of becom-
ing rovers, corsairs, or pirates. And this suggestion was strengthened by the
fact that, thougl they were everywhere taunted with their inactivity and supinec-
ness, they never after united with the Hospitalers, even in an expedition against
the Infidels. In short, it appears that, when the Templars could no longer act
in concert with the Crusaders, and meet the enemies of the Cross on land, the
great object of the organization ceased ; and, while they declined less honorable
employment, preferred to stand aloof, hoping that the time would come when
they could again take the field, sustained by the voice and means of the Christian
nations. *
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this, they continued to win the admiration of Christendom, by
their successful attacks upon the Corsairs. In short, the Hos-
pitalers had become pirates upon the high seas, for, though they
did not attack Christian vessels, they, like the Egyptian Cor-
sairs, watched their opportunity to attack all vessels of the
Infidels, and added to their wealth by the rich booty thus
obtained. Their fame resounded throughout the Christian
world ; and, in proportion, as they were lauded for their
achievements, the Templars were traduced and abused for their
indolence. Philip had been industrious in circulating various
reports against them, charging that, like cravens, they were
satisfied to enjoy the wealth which had been bestowed solely on
the condition that they would defend the cause of the Cross in
the Holy Land, and, moreover, that they had become an aban-
doned and reckless band of drunkards and infidels !

Two felons, who happened to occupy the same cell in the
prison at Paris, entered into an arrangement, by which they
hoped to obtain the pardon and protection of Philip. They
knew of his deadly hatred of the Templars, and one of the
criminals, Noffo Dei, was, or professed to be, an apostate Tem-
plar. This miscreant confessed to his comrade in crime, Squin
De Florian, a series of crimes which he had himself committed,
whereupon Squin founded charges against the whole Order.
The keeper of the prison was informed that Squin was in pos-
session of a secret of more importance to the King of France
than the conquest of a kingdom, but that to the Monarch alone
would he communicate it. Philip, eager to solve the mystery,
ordered him into his presence, and, hearing what he had to say,
promised him full pardon and a high reward, if he would pro-
duce testimony against the Templars. On receiving this pledge,
Squin boldly charged the Knights with treachery, urder,
idolatry, Islamism, and many other offences.* He declared that
every member of the Order was bound to defend its interests,
right or wrong—that initiates were required to spit upon the
Cross, and to blaspheme the name of Christ—that if any
desired to withdraw from the Order, he was secretly murdered

* Fuller.
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—that they sacrificed human beings to an idol which they
worshiped—that they had roasted a Templar’s bastard and
drank his blood—that they had sold the Holy Land to the Infi-
dels, and, in short, that “ their houses were stained with every
damnable sin.” *

Thus armed with the testimony of a wretch, who would not
have been believed on oath, under other circumstances, Philip
urged the Pope to execute the secret article. The Pope, by
this time, seemed anxious, if possible, to avoid iis fulfillment, he
having become more securely seated upon his throne, and feeling
somewhat more independent of the King’s power, he promiged,
however, that, if the Knights were found guilty of the charges,
their property should be taken from them, and set apart for the
purpose of redeeming the Holy Land. The Pope’s answer by
no means satisfied this blood-thirsty and unprincipled Monarch.
He denied the right of the Pontiff to determine the matter, and
sent secret instructions to all his governors to arm themselves
on the 12th of October, 1307, and, on the following day, all the
Templars in France were thrown into prison. The King
selected his confessor, his Chancellor, and a man named Plesian,
all men who were willing to do his bidding, right or wrong,
as a council to try the Knights. This news created great
astonishment throughout Christendom, for, though the Templars
had become unpopular, because of their supineness, they had not
been suspected with being guilty of the crimes charged against
them. The Pope, feeling that he would be sustained by public
sentiment, addressed a letter to Philip, reproaching him with
usurping the privileges of the Holy See, and demanding that
the Templars and their effects should be delivered into his
hands. Philip answered, that “ God abhorred nothing so much
as the backwardness the Pope showed in codperating with him
in the prosecution,” etc. Pope Clement was startled by the
tone of this reply, and, remembering that Philip treated his
predeccssor, Boniface, with contempt, and plucked his beard in
Italy, brought himself to a compromise with the King, wherein
it was agreed that the prisoners, though guarded by the King’s

* Fauller.
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subjects. should be kept, nominally, under the orders of the
Pope.

This state of things produced great excitement throughout
Europe, and yet Edward II., of England, was the only Monarch
who made any effort in behalf of the persecuted Templars. On
receiving a letter from Philip, proposing that he should suppress
the Order in his kingdom, and confiscate their possessions, he
regarded the charges as totally incredible calumnies, and wrote
to the Kings of Portugal, Castile, Arragon, aud Sicily, beseech-
ing them to treat with caution the rumors set forth against the
Knights. But the Pope, being now again an instrnment in the
hands of Philip, issued an edict, reiterating the charges, and

-commanding Edward to imitate the King of France, by placing
the Templars and their goods, within his kingdom, in safe keep-
ing. Edward could stand forth boldly against the injustice and
inhumanity of kings, but he lacked the courage to disobey the
mandates of a Roman Pontiff. All the Templars in England
were thrown into prison, and the persecution extended to Ireland,
Scotland, and Wales, but nowhere were they so barbarously
treated as in France.* The Templars were thrown into prison
in the dead of winter, and not only deprived of their religious
habits, but of the visits of the priests, and every other comfort
and consolation.

Every stratagem was resorted to, by the King’s order, to
induce the Knights to confess the charges true, promising
release and honorable exemption, and such as would not be thus
suborned, were put to the torture, and such shrieks and groans
were heard to issue from all the prisons in France, as would
have moved to tears any other than a brute in human form.
Many who were put upon the rack died, proclaiming the inno-
cence of the Order, but all were tortured in the presence of
others, who, when called upon to confess, trembled at the cer-
tainty of being torn, piecemeal, and, relying upon the promise
of exemption, criminated themselves and the Order. The Pope
examined seventy of these in person, to whom he read a real or
pretended letter from Jacques De Molai, admitting several of

* Dupuy.
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the charges, and exhorting all others to do the same, and, in this
trap, they were caught. But before the work was completed,
the Pope and King were put to-a stand, by the announcement
that many who had confessed their guilt had repented, and now
scorned the pardon, which, for a time, the dread of torture had
induced them to seek, by black falsehoods. These were sent to
Paris, where it was announced that they had renounced Christ,
and, on the 12th of May, 1310, fifty-four Templars were burned
alive, by slow fire, in the city of Paris, every one of whom died
asserting the innocence of the Order. The Grand Master, De
Molai, was brought forth in chains, and asked if he had any
defense to offer, when he replied: “I am a plain soldier,
more skilled in war than in forensic subtlety, and, therefore,
can not undertake the defense of the Order, or the Knight, as
an advocate ; but, in any Knightly way, I should be proud to
maintain their innocence, in the face of the whole world.” He
then asked permission to hire counsel, but was told that heretics -
were not entitled to such a privilege. They then read over a
confession, to which he had affixed his name, but so altered by
interlining, as totally to change its very character. On hearing
it read, he declared that the three Cardinals who had subscribed
it, deserved that death which the Saracens and Tartars visited
upon liars. The Pope and King, being uncertain how the ful-
fillment of their designs would be received by the civilized
world, delayed final action, and industriously employed the
time in raising an excitement against the Order ; but, finally,
the King determined to bring the matter to a close, and held a
Council with the Pope, at Vienna, in November, 1311. At this
Council, there were three hundred Bishops, and one of the most
singular facts in the persecution is, that only three of these
were willing to yield to the known wishes of the Pontiff and
Philip ; but openly and firmly maintained that this illustrious
Order of magnanimous Knights, who had stood, for near two
centuries, one of the bulwarks of Christendom, shcild not be
swept away without being heard; but, alas! though united,
they were powerless when opposed by a bigoted dotard, occu-
pying the Chair of St. Peter, and a dastardly King, bent on the
accomplishment of his fiendish ends. After six months, spent
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in an effort to bring over the Bishops, without effect, the Pope
rose suddenly, and said that, “since they would not gratify his
" dear son, the King of France, by passing a judicial sentence
against the Templars, the Papal authority should be brought to
bear.”

Thus was the fate of the Order decided. Thus did two men
bring to condign punishment, a class of men, the very meanest
of whom was a less disgrace to Christianity, than either the
Pope or King. And, at once,. it was easy to be seen what had
been at the foundation of this inhuman persecution. Had the
Templars possessed no wealth, history would never have had
occasion to record the events of a persecution against them.
No sooner did the Pope make known his decision, than the
question was sprung : “ What shall be done with the princely
possessions of the Order?” The King and his partizans were in
favor of establishing a new Order in France, to' whom this
property should be given. The Pope, seeing this would be a
total loss to him, and knowing that the Hospitalers, or, as they
were now called, the Knights of Rhodes, had become pliant
subjects in the hands of Papal authority, took ground in favor
of giving the whole property to them, which was, in effect,
retaining it in his own hands. A majority of the Council sus-
tained his views, and Philip was thwarted by the very man he
had used to carry out his bloody design. In the following year,
1313, the Grand Master Jacques De Molai ; Guy, Grand Prior
of Normandy, brother to the Prince of Dauphiny ; Hugh De
Perale, Grand Prior of France, and the Grand Prior of Acqui-
tain, were finally arraigned before a commission appointed by
the Pope, at Paris. The persecutors, sceing that the sympa-
thies of the people were in favor of the Templers, were anxious
that these, the most renowned Knights, should make a public
confession of their guilt, and, to insure this, promises of favor were
held out the more willingly, because it was known that the fires
that had been kindled all over France, to burn the Templars,
had shocked and disgusted all Europe. The prisoners were
placed on a scaffold, exposed to public view, and in sight of a
pile of faggots, which, they were told, should be made to con-
sume them, if they did not adhere to their previous confessions.
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An address was delivered to the people, discanting upon the
wickedness and abominations of the Order, and, when con-
cluded, the prisoners were called upon to confirm the charges
in the hearing of the multitude. The Priors of France and
Acquitain obeyed ; but when the Grand Master was permitted,
he shook his chains, advanced to the margin of the scaffold, and,
at the top of his voice, exclaimed : “It is but just, in this
terrible day, and, in the last moments of my life, that I should
expose the iniquity of falsehood, and make truth to triumph.
I declare, then, in the face of heaven and earth, and to my own
eternal confusion and shame, that I have committed the greatest
of crimes ; BUT IT HAS BEEN ONLY IN ACKNOWLEDGING THAT THE
ATROCIOUS CHARGES SO IMPLACABLY URGED AGAINST THE ORDER
TO WHICH I BELONG, HAVE A SHADOW OF JUSTICE. I MADE THAT
CONFESSION TO SUSPEND THE TORTURES OF THE RACK, AND MOLLIFY
MY PERSECUTORS. I KNOW THAT THIS RECANTATION WILL SUBJECT
ME TO NEW TORMENTS ; BUT THE HORRIBLE SIGHT THEY NOW OFFER
TO MY EYES, CAN NOT INTIMIDATE ME TO CONFIRM MY FIRST DE-
PARTURE FROM THE TRUTH BY A SECOND LIE. LIFE HAS ALREADY
BECOME HATEFUL TO ME, AND, ON A CONDITION 80 INFAMOUS, I
SCORN TO RETAIN IT. WHAT GOOD PURPOSE WOULD IT SERVE ME,
TO PURCHASE A FEW MISERABLE DAYS, BY THE CONFIRMATION OF
THE BLACKEST CALUMNIES ?” *

The valiant old Knight would have spoken longer, but the
minions of the Pope dreaded the consequences, and stopped
him. Guy, Grand Prior of Normandy, made his recantation in
equally strong terms, and they were both burned alive on the
same pile of faggots, on the same ground now occupied by a
statue of Henry IV.t The Grand Master said he deserved
death for having, in a moment of weakness, stained his name
with a falsehood, and with his latest breath he maintained the
innocence of the Order. Megeray states that it was generally
eaid at the time, that, when Jacques De Molai was stifling in
the flames, he cried out : “ Clement, thou unjust judge and bar-
barous executioner, I cite thee to appear, in forty days, before
the judgment seat of God.” It is probable that this story was

* Vertot. t Mills
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not circulated until after the death of the Pope, which occurred
soon after De Molai’s death.

Thus perished the last Grand Master of the military Order
of the Temple, beloved and venerated, not only by his followers,
but by thg great body of the people, who gathered up and pre-
gerved his ashes. And thus passed away the most renowned,
as well as the most noble, band of Christian warriors the world
ever saw ; for while in valor they fully equaled the Hospitalers,
they surpassed them in all that constitutes the higher, the
nobler, and praiseworthy principles of the soldier, the Christian,
and the man. Throughout all Europe, Portugal alone except-
ed, the Templars, met a similar fate, through the influence of
the Pope, who desired that his servile instruments, the Hospi-
talers, should be placed in possession of their large estates, who
disgraced themselves, and dishonored the cause they espoused,
by accepting wealth, filched from their comrades-in-arms by
the foulest murders.

And, to this day, historians consider the question as unsettled,
whether the Templars were guilty or innocent of the charges
alleged against them. This we think strange, indeed, for
when the character of the charges is considered, and when we
remember the high birth, and the irreproachable character of
the families from whom all the leading Templars descended, it
is next to impossible to suppose them capable of acting as was
charged, for, while it might be believed that they had degener-
ated, and may have adopted some of the superstitions of the
Infidels, itis absurd to charge that they had denounced the
Christian religion, and spit upon the Cross of Christ; and, be-
side, we would take the dying declaration of the Grand Master,
especially as it was given, accompanied by self-condemnation,
against the hired testimony of thousands of the Pope’s minions.
That the Templars had become proud, arrogant, idle—yea, drunk-
ards, if you will, we may admit, but that they proved recreant
to their trust, mean and dishonorable—Never ! never!

This merciless persecution annihilated the Templars as a mili-
tary Order, but the high moral principles, which had ever ani-
mated the Brotherhood lived in the hearts of the remnant who
escaped.
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In Portugal, where the fulminations of the Pope failed to
reach them, the Templars were only required to change their
name from the Order of Knights Templar to that of Soldiers
of Christ. Itis generally belicved by Templars of the present
day, that De Molai, secing his end drawing nigh, and feeling
satisfied that the Templars who might escape would not be
permitted to meet and elect a Grand Master, appointed his
successor. That appointment was necessarily kept a secret
from the world, and, hence, we have not been permitted to know
on whonm, it fell, but the archives in the Temple at Paris, and
the preservation of their rituals, banners etc., in Portugal,
prove, as some believe, that the original Institution has been
preserved and kept up.

At Stockholm, in Sweden, there is an Encampment of Knights
Templar, claiming that Peter D’Aumont was the Knight ap-
pointed by De Molai, and that they have ever kept up, and con-
tinued their organization; and they produce a list of Grand
Masters from D’Aumont to the present day; but we have no
proof that this organization has ever been acknowledged to
possess the merits claimed, except by the Masonic system of
Strict Observation.*

In France, The Order of the Temple claim that John Marc
Larmenius was the Knight appointed by the Molai, and in
proof of their having kept up the original organization, they
show a list of Grand Masters down to the present day.

We can see no good reason for denying a continuance of the
Society, as claimed, for, after the death of the Pope and Philip,
and especially after the Templars’ wealth had been given to the
Hospitalers, there were none so interested against them as to
render the organization either impracticable, or dangerous, but
it is preposterous to suppose that each are right in their
claim to the Grand Master appointed by De Molai; indeed,
there is no satisfactory proof that any such appointment was
made, nor are we informed of any important end to be attained
by keeping up the organization, for even before the death of
De Molai, no reasonable hope was entertained, that the services

* Gourdin of S. C.
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of the Knights would be called for in Palestine, or elsewhere,
and, but for the property held in common, it seems probable
that the organization would have been abandoned, for it can
not be successfully maintained, that either the Templars or
Hospitalers, were banded together for the purpose of teaching
any system of ethics similar to Freemasonry.

The Templars of Scotland claim that they, too, have kept up
a regular organization, separate and apart from Freemasonry,
nor do we see any good reason to doubt it, for we know it is
stated that a Commandery existed in Scotland after the perse-
cution, and that the Knights, under their own Commander,
joined the army of Bruce, and fought at Bannockburn. At
this point, we are met by a statement, generally credited by
Christians, which we are inclined to discredit. We allude to
the assertion, that a part of the Templars of England and Scot-
land joined the Knights of Rhodes. If, a3 we have seen, the
Templars refused, to a man, to covperate with the Hospitalers,
when the latter determined to become a maratime Society, is it
reasonable to suppose a Templar could be found who would
stoop so low as to unite with those who had countenanced the’
murder of thousands of the Templars, and the suppression of
the Order, by accepting of their estates! The birth, education,
and the high and honorable bearing of the members of the
Society, forbids the supposition ; but we leave this subject, with
barely raising the question, for the investigation of those who
have the leisure.

The Encampment at Bristol, England, has, we think, higher
claims to antiquity than any other now in existence. It
claims to have been established about the time Cceur-De-Lion
made his Crusade to the Holy Land, and that its organization
and active operation has been preserved down to the present
day, and, in proof of this, they present a list of Grand Masters,
equally as imposing as those of France, Italy, or Sweden.
And as there is an effort now being made, by the General
Grand Encampment of the United States, to trace out and
snatch from oblivion, the true history of the Knights Templar,
from the martyrdom of De Molai, in 1314, to the present day,
we will throw out some suggestions tending to strengthen the
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views we entertain, of the claims of Baldwin Encampment, at
Bristol. '

The Order of Knights Templar was set on foot in 1119, by
Hugh De Payens, Godfrey De St. Omer, and seven other gen-
tlemen of France, having for their object, to give escort and
protection to the Palmers. In 1129, the founder, Hugh De
Payens, returned from a tour through Europe, with three hun-
dred recruits, all from the noblest families. Fulk, Count of
Anjou, was among the first benefactors of the Order ; he died in
1141, leaving two sons, Baldwin and Almeric.* The Encamp-
ment, afterward established at Bristol, adopted the name of the
first of the above Princes, who was one of the best and bravest
kings of Jerusalem. Previous to this period, we have no evi-
dence that Encampments and Commanderies were generally
established throughout the Western Kingdoms. Those who
Jjoined the Knights repaired to Palestine, and remained there,
performing religious and military duty.

In 1182, a Crusade was preached throughout England, stimu-
lated by commissioners from both military Orders, but, as yet,
we have no account of the establishment of Encampments there.

In 1189, Henry II., of England, yielded to the popular cry
for the Paynim War, and raised thirty thousand foot, and five
thousand horse, intending to lead them in person in the third
Crusade, but his death occurring, elevated his son, Richard II.,
to the throne. Richard, being filled with all the enthusiasm of
the age, and being ambitious to distinguish himself in the field
against the Infidels, proceeded to carry out the plans of his
father, set sail from Dover, passed into Normandy, and joined
Phillip Augustus on the frontiers of Burgundy, and proceeded
to Cyprus, where he remained until the spring of 1191, and
finally landed at Acre on the 8th of June. Richard remained
in Palestine about two years, during which period he distin-
guished himself by being foremost in every battle, courting
danger so fearlessly, that, by common consent, he won the apel-
ation of Cceur-De-Lion, the justice of which title may be infer-
red by the fact, that when a remnant of the ninth and last

* Fuller.
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Crusade, consisting of but two hundred men, reached the Holy
Land, they struck terror into the heart of the enemy, for a time,
solely because they were commanded by a Plantagenet—a
descendant of the lion-hearted King.  Cceur-De-Lion left Pal-
estine in the spring of 1193,* and, if we consider the time of
his imprisonment in Austria, his sickness and death, it brings
us fully to that period when we know the Templars had become
possessed of immense estates in all the Christian nations, and
nowhere were their possessions so valuable asin England. We
argue, then, that it is reasonable to conclude that Encampments
were established in England, as claimed by Baldwin Encamp-
ment, near the close of the twelfth century, for the purpose of
looking after, collecting, and transmitting the proceeds of their
landed cstates. These encampments were situated at Bristol,
Bath, and York, and the Grand Commandery was held at Lon-
don, presided over by the Grand Prior, who soon after occu-
pied a seat in Parliament, and exercised an immense influence
in the councils of the nation.

When the persecutions of Philip the Fair broke out, Edward
II., of England, openly espoused the Templars’ cause, proclaim-
ing their innocence of the foul charges, and wrote letters to the
Kings of Portugal, Arragon, and Castile, urging them to be on
their guard against the inhuman machinations of the French
King. Thus did he leave on record the highest testimony of
the standing and noble bearing of-the English Templars.

‘What though he afterward became alarmed for the safety of
his crown, and meanly truckled to the command of the Pope, by
throwing into prison the very men he had defended, neither his
high position, nor the cringing partiality of his biographers,
could weaken the strength of his testimony, nor remove the
odium which must ever attach to his name, by reason of his
dastardly conduct toward those he knew to be innocent of
crime, and his superiors in virtue.

The Encampments at York and Bath long since discontinued
their meetings, and became extinct. Baldwin Encampment,
therefore, with much seeming propriety, claim that they are the

-

* Hoveden.
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oldest, and only original organization of the Orders of Knight-
hood. But the Grand Conclave, a modern Institution, claims
that the Encampments at York and Bath, before they dissolved,
vested all power and authority in said Conclave, and, therefore,
contend for supremacy over the Order in England and Wales.

We incline to the opinion that, if Ancient Templarism exists
anywhere (which we doubt) we may expect to find it in
Baldwin Encampment.

We have been induced to give thus much of the history
of the military Orders of Knighthood, in deference to the opin-
ion of those who think that Templarism, of the present day, is
a continuation of those Orders. We have already said that
we regard nothing as Masonry except Ancient Craft Masonry,
and, if this position be correct, it will seen that neither the
ancient nor modern Orders of Knighthood, can have any claims
to be considered as forming a part of, or, in any way, hold legit-
imate connection with Freemasonry. History tells us how,
and for what purposes, the Knights of St. John the Almoner,
Knights Templar, and Teutonic Knights were organized ; and
history also tells us what their forms and ceremony of intro-
duction were. We know they first banded together for pur-
poses of pure benevolence, superinduced by that ardent and
unbounded zeal, which so remarkably characterized the Chris-
tian nations, for near two hundred years. We know that the
ceremony of introduction consisted mainly of solemn oaths
. to dedicate their lives to the cause of the Almoners to the
Holy Land, and when they assumed, not only the habit of the
monk, but also of the military, they bound themselves to die
in defense of the Christian religion; in all which we can see
no appearance of Freemasonry, nor have we the slightest testi-
mony that they, themselves, ever laid claim to a connection
with our Order. Ancient Templarism was strictly a Roman
Catholic Ingtitution, requiring its members to believe in the
birth, divinity, vicarious death, and resurrection of Christ, as
God, man, the Saviour of the world, the second person in the
adorable Trinity. And hence, in the days of the Crusaders, even
those Christians who believed in the doctrines of the Greek
Church, were not admitted into the Brotherhood.

6
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We are pleased to see that Bro. Gourdin, of South Caro-
lina, whose learning and research have tended in an eminent
degree, to enlist the attention of the Knights Templar of the
United States to a true history of their Order, has influenced
the General Grand Encampment to set on foot an investigation,
which, we sincerely hope, will result in the full development
of facts. But we do not think, with Bro. Gourdin, that a visit
to France, England, or Italy, will enable him, or any other
writer, to show the legitimate descendants of De Molai, for the
simple reason, that we do not think the organization was kept
up anywhere. It is true that in Paris may be seen, probably,
the very banners of the Crusaders, and many other relics of
the ancient Orders of Knighthood, but this no more proves the
continuous existence of the organization, than do the relics
exibited by the modern Druids establish their legitimate descent
from the ancient Society of that name. We love to plod on
through the mouldering pages of by-gone days, and pluck from
oblivion the gems of ancient lore, but we dare not magnify
molehills into mountains, for the sake of gratifying the mar-
velous propensities of the age.

Had the ancient Orders of Knighthood been connected with
Freemasonry, the historians of the day would have known and
published the fact. Had the organization of the Templars con-
tinued down to the present day, the fact could be clearly shown.
We do not say that an organization, claiming to be Templars,
descended from the old stock, did not participate in the battle
of Bannockburn, nor do we deny that organizations can now
be found laying claims, as Baldwin Encampment does, to an
uninterupted continuance, from the days of the lion-hearted
King ; but when it appears that, for a long period of time, noth-
ing is known of Ancient Templarism, we should, with hesitation,
admit that the Templarism of the eighteenth century, which
suddenly made its appearance as an appendage of Freemasonry,
and claiming to constitute a part and parcel of it, is truly en-
titled to be regarded as of ancient origin.

We know that the rituals and teachings of the Rose 4
degree, as practiced in the Scotch Rite, are essentially the same
as the rituals and teachings of the Templar’s degree, as prac-
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ticed in the United States. We know that some of the first, aye,
the very first Encampments established in the United States,
were instituted by Consistories, or Councils of the Scotch Rite,
Ancient and Accepted ; and we apprehend that when all the
facts are known, it will be found that Templarism, of the present
day, dates back no further than to Chevalier Ramsey, in 1740,
and that Encampments were established in the United States
by the same Deputy Inspectors General who planted here Rose
—+ Chapters, and Consistories of Princes of the Royal Secret.

We regret that a want of room has compelled us thus briefly
to throw out hints, in place of entering into an investigation
and exhibition of the proofs upon which our opinion is based.

Encampments are now established in nearly all the States of
this Union. In a State or Territory where there is no Grand
Encampment, nine Sir Knights may petition the General Grand
Encampment in Conclave, or either of the first four officers in
vacation, for a warrant, which, when issued, runs until the next
meeting of the General Grand body. In States where Grand
Encampments exist, the authority, in like manner, emanates
from those bodies. The Grand Encampments meet annually,
and the General Grand Encampment meets triennially.

The Encampments are authorized to confer three degrees,
viz., Red Cross Knight, Knight Templar, and Knight of Malta,
or St. John, of Jerusalem, but, so far as we have been able to
learn or appreciate them, there are, in fact, but two degrees.
The degree, so called, of Malta, or St. John, of Jerusalem, crept
in, we suppose, by means of a bungler, who, not knowing
enough of the ritual to confer it properly, satisfied himself by
simply adding a few wordsin the ceremony of dubbing, and thus,
by the addition of a few signs and words, but imperfectly under-
stood, constituted a Knight Templar also a Knight of Malta,
and so the matter stands to this day.

We may be asked to explain how a union was effected
between Freemasonry and this foreign Institution, and though
we can not be positive, we think it fair to suppose that it was
forced upon Masonry much as was the Illuminati in France and

. Germany. Encampments have ever confined the Orders of
Knighthood to those who were in possession of Ancient Craft
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Masonry, which, together with the name assumed by the
Encampments, viz., Christian Masonry, tended to produce a
quiet acquiescence, in this assumed alliance, without pausing
to inquire into its propriety. All the Modern Rites make
Ancient Craft Masonry their foundation ; not, perhaps, because
of any attachment or partiality to the principles taught by our
Order, but to lead Masons on to a toleration of the various
systems, well knowing that any, the most ridiculous, or danger-
ous doctrines, may be taught under the banner of our Institution,
weighed in the scales of long centuries without condemnation.
Scotch Rite, Ancient and ‘Accepted, now struggling for that
power in the United States, which it has long since attained in
France, and elsewhere in Continental Europe, attempts to do
nothing, save under the cloak of Freemasonry. They confer no
degrees, except upon Master Masons, and though they claim the
original right to confer all the degrees in Masonry, we suppose
it would be difficult, yea, impossible for them to show, that they
had acquired that right in a constitutional or Masonic manner.
All these foreign degrees have been insidiously palmed on
Freemasonry, and ignorance of their character and history, but
especially a careless inattention to the claims of Freemasonry,
to be kept and transmitted, pure and uncontaminated with for-
eign institutions, have thus far caused the brethren to lose
sight of the importance of standing aloof from all and every
other association. We do not object to the Encampment
degrees, if given to Christians as an association, outside of, and
unconnected with Masonry. They are properly Roman Catholic
degrees, originally designed, we suppose, to unite the members
of the Church, and all Catholic families, by strong ties of fra-
ternal interest and obligation, to arrest and put a stop to the
alarming conversions being made to the Protestant religion in
the eighteenth century ; and though the degrees, as given in the
United States, have passed out of their hands, and have been so
modified, as to suit our locality, it does not and can not justify
us in giving consent to, much less encourage, the application of
the name of Freemasonry to them, as, by so doing, we sanction a
union where none can properly exist, and practicea fraud upon the
world, by calling that Freemasonry which has no Masonry in it.
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We think Freemasonry teaches every moral virtue inculcated
by the Holy Bible. We think the system, as a whole, and in
all its parts, is perfect—perfect beyond the inventive genius of
man. It can suffer no alterations without material injury, and
can amalgamate with nothing without suffering corruption. The -
Christian religion is alone its superior, and yet, an amalgama-
tion with that, even were it possible, would tend to destroy its
identity, and mar its usefulness. We think Freemasonry main-
tained its purity more than twenty-seven hundred years, and, to
us, it seems that the blush of shame should mantle the cheek of
that Mason, who can openly declare that a newly invented
system of degrees is capable of adding to the beauty, much less
to the exemplification, of the true teachings of our venerated
Order. Itisalamentable misfortune that innovations were ever
attempted, but it is passing strange that those innovations ever
found favor with the true Craftsmen. Day by day, we are
made to feel the evil consequences of the innovations spoken of.
The duties of the Lodge room are too often neglected by those
who are led captive by the allurements of high-sounding titles,
in the so called Aigher degrees. The manifestations of luke-
warmness for the simple but solemn duties of Freemasonry,
creates heart-burnings, jealousies and dissensions, destructive of
the best interests of the Craft. If these are evils now percepti-
ble, while yet true Freemasonry is in the ascendant—if these
are the consequences of the first hundred years of these higher
degrees, who will predict the end ?

We will add a sketch of the early history of the Encamp-
ments in the United States, and close this branch of our his-
tory.

The first Encampments of Knights Templar, established in
this country, were located at New York City and Stillwater, in
the State of New York, but we have not been able to learn
either the date of their establishment, or by what authority they
were planted. We know, however, that they were in existence
prior to 1797, for in May, of that year, an Encampment was
established in Philadelphia, and the records of that, shows the
previous existence of the two former Encampments. It is
known that other Encampments were established in this country
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by Consistories, and also by the mere authority of a Deputy
Inspector General, and, therefore, we conclude that the first
Encampments of Knights Templar were planted under the
authority of the Ineffable or Scotch Rite.

In 1802, a few Knights met in Providence, Rhode Island, and,
without any authority whatever, resolved themselves into an
Encampment. In 1805, a Convention was held in Providence,
composed of Delegates from the Encampments in New York
City, Stillwater, and Albany, N. Y. Encampments Nos. 3,
13, and 24, of Maryland, and two Encampments in Massachu-
setts, one of which, situated in Boston, was an Encampment of
the Rose 4. This Convention resolved itself into a Grand
Encampment.

In 1812, the above named Grand Encampment resolved itself
into a General Grand Encampment, and made its Constitution
to correspond ; and, in 1816, it again resolved itself into a Gen-
eral Grand Encampment of the United States of America, and
again remodeled its Constitution, and provided for the estab-
lishment of State Grand Encampments. This is the General
Grand Encampment which now meets triennially, at such time
and place as is designated by that body and the General Grand
Chapter. This National Grand body of Templars disowns and
denounces all Encampments which do not hold under her, either
directly or through State Grand Encampments.

The regulations for the establishment of new Encampments
are very similar to those for the government of Chapters. Each
State Grand Encampment issues warrants for new Encamp
ments within the State, when petitioned for by eleven Si
Knights. In Territories where there is no Grand Encamp-
ment, the General Grand body issues-warrants ; the price is
ninety dollars for a dispensation, and ten dollars additional for
a warrant or charter.



CHAPTER IV.

SCOTCH RITE, ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED.

FroM a careful examination of the history, legends, and
teachings of Freemasonry, the author feels authorized in saying
it is not a cunningly-devised fable, but a great system of
ethics, teaching the doctrine of one living and true God—the
Author and Upholder of all things—that it was instituted by
King Solomon, to whom God gave superior wisdom, and had asits
great leading object, not only the perpetuation of the knowledge
of God among the Jews; but, by opening its doors to a select
few of all nations, thus spread and communicated that knowledge
of the great I AM, which had been lost to the heathen nations ;
that it has been faithfully accomplishing its mission, in the
subversion of the Heathen Mythology, and slowly, but surely,
wending its way through evil, as well as good report, from
generation to generation; and, though there is a period of
about seven hundred years, when its history, in common with
the history of the world, is but dimly discernable, the traditions
and legends of the Order tend most clearly to show that,
though we do not now find it clothed in all the lovely simplic-
ity of its primitive purity, it is sufficiently pure to prove its
identity and importance. It is believed that we can go nowhere
to find the embodiment of its principles and rituals so nearly
perfect, as that afforded by the long and careful investigation
of the Grand Lodge of England, from 1717 to 1723 ; and, cer-
tainly, that it is not safe to rely upon a modern Institution to
supply any portion of its body or members, which may have
been lost during the middle or dark ages : and, especially, if it
shall appear that the latter had its origin with those who used
it for political and sectarian ends.

If the fact was not notorious, it would seem strange to believe
that Freemasons can now be found, who openly proclaim the
absurdity of the traditions and doctrines of Ancient Craft
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Masonry, and, at the same time, contend that Masonry, in its
purerituals and teachings, may be found in the so called Scotch
Rite, Ancient and Accepted.

Seeing that this Modern Society has wormed its way, until,
by its fascinations, it has banished' from some portions of Con-
tinental Europe every Lodge of Ancient Craft Masonry ; and,
believing that untiring efforts are being made by many of the
leaders of this system, to plant its standard throughout this
country, the author believes it to be his duty to give his readers
an opportunity of judging of its claims to popular favor, by
giving its origin, history, and teachings. But, important as the
subject is esteemed to be, a condensed sketch is all that can be
given here.

To guard against evil surmises, the author deems it proper
to state that, in 1847, the Rt. Rev. Bro. Walker, then an
Episcopal minister at Chicago,and Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Illinois, invited, or called a Convention of Royal
Arch Masons, from that and the surrounding States. To this
Convention Bro. Walker exhibited his authority, given him by
the Grand Council of New York, over which Bro.J. J. J. Gou-
gas presided. The author was invited to deliver a public
address to said Convention ; and, during his visit, Bro. Walker,
in the presence of the late Bro. Barney, communicated to him
all the degrees of said Scotch Rite. 'When hereceived the 33rd,
and the charges appertaining, he respectfully, but firmly
denounced the whole, as inconsistent with, if not opposed to
Freemasonry ; whereupon, Bro. Walker, very properly, with-
held from him such documents as, otherwise, he would have
been entitled to. And now, he is told by the brother who
claims to have written and delivered said authority, that Bro.
Walker transcended his powers. Be this as it may, the recipi-
ent feels no sort of concern, as he has never sought or desired
intercourse with the Society, but he confesses that, with the im-
perfect knowledge of the degrees as communicated, he did seek
and desire to know more of their history. So far as the teach-
ings of the Scotch Rite are concerned, the author feels that no
.censure should attach to him, should he hint at them, as derived
‘from the ritual, as said ritual may be seen by any one, in almost
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any of the cities of the United States. Premising, however,
that no startling exposures will be made—certainly fewer than
if he had never taken the degrees, he will at once enter upon
the history.

In 1740, Chevalier Ramsey, a Scotch nobleman, and a strong
adherent of the Stuarts, gave his celebrated lectures in Paris
and Bourdeaux, concerning the origin and objects of Freema-
sonry. Taking the three degrees, and subdividing them into
numerous parts, he concocted degrees for those parts, and made
his philosophic lectures explain each, to suit his purposes. He
established a Lodge, which he called Harodim, but the French
Masons, generally, styled it a Lodge of the Scotchman’s Rite
Masonry ; and, finally, it assumed the imposing title of Perfect
and Sublime Masonry.

Bro. Le Blanc De Marconay, then Grand Orator of the
Chamber of Deputies in the Grand Orient of France, thus
writes, in 1853 :

“The first Lodge known in France was constituted in 1725,
by the Grand Lodge of England, in the York Rite.

“ Until 1756, the Grand Lodge in France bore the title of
Englisk Grand Lodge of France. It was only during this year
_ that it took the name of Kingdom, and, until this time, French
Masonry practiced but three degrees, viz., the Symbolic, entitled
Apprentice, Companion, and Master.

“ It was about the year 1758, that the Ineffable degrees were
introduced into Masonry—they were not practiced by the
Grand Lodge, but by an authority named the Supreme Council
of Emperors of East and West, and had no more than twenty-
five degrees, the last degree of which was Prince of the Royal
Secret.

“It was in the year 1761, that Stephen Morin received, in
France, the power to propagate the Ineffable degrees in
America. He received only twenty-five degrees, and, with
them, the fitle of Inspector General, which title was given him,
in his patent, not as a degree, but a function, whjch he was to
exercise in America.”

Ragon in his Othodozie Maconnigue, says :

“The Council of East and West was formed in Paris, in
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1758. It comsisted of twenty-five degrees, divided into seven
classes. R

“ The Council was formed from the ruins of the Chapter of
Clermont, formed in 1754, by the Chevalier De Bonnville.

“On the 27th of August, 1761, a patent of Deputy Inspector
General, was given to Stephen Morin (a Jew), by the Council
of Emperors East and West. Stephen Morin’s business called
him to St. Domingo, where he intended to propagate the Rite
of Perfection. The Council of Emperors never imagined, for
a moment, that such an audacious juggler as he was, would take
possession of the Rite, to make a profit out of it. They never
dreamed that he would not only make it an article of traffic,
but that he would remodel and modifiy it at Charleston,
South Carolina, and introduce it forty-three years afterward
into Paris, surcharged by eight new degrees, and all attested
by the illustrious Frederick the Great, King of Prussia, who
was never received in the Ancient and Accepted Rite, and had
all the higher degrees in horror—he opposed them during his
whole life.

“ September 21, 1762. The Council of Emperors of Eastand
West, and the Council of Princes of the Royal Secret, at
Bourdeaux, drew up the regulations of the Masonry of Harodim,
or Masonry of Perfection, in thirty-five articles.

“A new Council was also erected called Knights of the
East.

“ August 17th, 1766. The Grand Lodge of France, in which
the Council had its Chamber, and was in union with the same,
being dissatisfied with the arbitrary and unmasonic proceed-
ings of Stephen Morin, annulled his patent, recalled his power,
and placed the W. Bro. Martin in his place. They state that,
considering the carelessness and the various alterations intro-
duced in the Royal Art by W. Bro. Morin, her late Inspector,
the W. Grand Lodge annulled the brief of Inspector, granted to

"Bro. Morin, and deems proper, for the good of the Royal Art,
to cause him to be replaced by W. Bro. Martin,” etc.

As Bro. Yates and others, who hold in veneration the Grand
Council at Charleston, take the ground that Stephen Morin
received his patent from a Convention of Sublime Masons, and
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not from the Grand Lodge, and, therefore, the recall of that
patent by the Grand Lodge, in 1766, was illegal ; and as the
proof is at hand for the final settlement of this question, the
following extract is inserted :

“To the G. O.T. G. A. O. T. U. and under the will and
pleasure of H. Most S. H. Ill. Bro. Louis, of Bourbon, Count
of Clermont, Prince of the blood, Grand Master, and Protector
of all the Lodges. .

“ At the East of a place well lighted, and where dwell Peace,
Silence, Concord, Anno Lucis 5761, and according to the Chris-
tian Era, August 27, 1761.

“ Luzx ex tenebris veritas, concordia fratrum.

“We, the undersigned, Substitutes General of the Art Royal,
Grand Wardens and Officers of the Grand and Sovereign
Lodge of St. John, established at the Grand East of Paris, and
we, Sovereign G. Master of the G. Council of the Lodges of
France, under the protection of the Sovereign Grand Lodge,
under the sacred and mysterious numbers, do hereby declare,
certify, and ordain to all BB. Knights and Princes, spread
throughout both hemispheres, that, having assembled by order
of the Deputy General, President of the Grand Council, a
request, to us communicated, was read at our sitting.

“That our dear Bro. Stephen Morin, Grand Elect Perfect,
formerly Sublime Master, Prince Mason, Knight and Sublime
of all the Orders of the Masonry of Perfection, member of the
Trinity Royal Lodge, etc., being about to leave for America,
and wishing to be enabled to work regularly to the advantage
and improvement of the Art Royal, in all its perfection, may it
please the Sov. G. Council, and the Grand Lodge to grant
him letters patent for constitutions. Upon the report which
has been made to us, and being acquainted with the eminent
qualities of Bro. Stephen Morin, we have, without hesitation,
granted this satisfaction for the services which he has always
rendered to the Order, and the continuation of which is to us’
guaranteed by his zeal.

“ Wherefore, and for other good reasons, after approving and
confirming Bro. Morin in his designs, and wishing to give him
testimonies of our gratitude, we have unanimously constituted
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and instituted him, and, by these presents, do constitute
and institute him, and we do give full power and authority to
said Bro. Stephen Morin, the signature of whom stands in the
margin of the presents, to form and establish a Lodge for the
purpose of receiving and multiplying the Royal Order of Free-
masons, in all the Perfect and Sublime degrees, to take due care
that the general and particular statutes and regulations of the
Grand and Sovereign Lodge be kept and observed, and to
admit therein none but true and legitimate BB. of Sublime
Masonry.

“To regulate and govern all the members which may com-
pose his said Lodge, which he is authorized to establish in the
four parts of the world, whither he may arrive, or where he
may dwell, under the title of Lodge of St. John, and by sur-
name, Perfect Harmony.

“Power is, hereby, to him granted, to select such officers as
he may think proper, to help him in the government of his
Lodge, to whom we command and enjoin to obey and respect
him ; we do command and ordain to all Masons of regular
Lodges, spread all over the earth, and of whatsoever dignity
they might be, we request and enjoin them, in the name of the
Royal Order, and in presence of our most Ill. G. Master, to
recognize, as we do ourselves hereby recognize, our dear Bro.
Stephen Morin as Worshipful Master of the Perfect Harmony
Lodge, and we commission him as our Inspector, in every part
of the New World, to rectify the observance of our laws in gen-
eral, etc., and, by these presents, we do institute our dearest Bro.
Stephen Morin, our Grand Master Inspector, authorizing him,
and giving him full power to establish Perfect and Sublime
Masonry in every part of the world, etc., etc.

“ We, therefore, request the brethren, in general, to grant to
said Stephen Morin, such aid and assistance as may lie in their
power, and we do require him to act in a similar manner to-
ward all the brethren, members of the Lodge, or such as he
might have admitted or constituted, or whom he might hereafter
admit and constitute, in the Sublime degrees of Perfection,
which we grant him, with full power and authority to make
Inspectors wheresoever the Sublime degree has not been
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established, as we are well satisfied with his great information
and capacity.

“ In testimony whereof we have delivered him these presents,
signed by the Deputy General of the Order, Grand Command-
er of the White and Black Eagles, Sublime Prince of Royal
Secret, and by us, Grand Inspectors, Sublime Officers of the
Grand Council and of the Grand Lodge, established in this
capital, and we have hereunto affixed the hand seal of our IIl.
Grand Master H. R. H., and that of our Grand Lodge and Sov-
ereign Grand Council.

“ At the Grand East of Paris, A.L. 5761, or of the Christian
Era, August 27, 1761.

(Signed) CHAILLOU DE JOIVILLE,
Deputy Gen. of the Order, etc.
PrINCE DE RoHAN,
Master of the Grand Lodge, etc.
LAcORNE, Deputy Grand Master, etc.
SavaLETTE DE BuUckoLy,
Grand Keeper of the Seals, etc.
TAUPIN, Prince Mason.
BrEST DE LA CHAUSEE,
Grand Elect Prince Mason.

By order of the Grand Lodge.

(Signed) DAUBERTIN, Grand Elect, etc.”

If the foregoing document be genuine, and this, it is thought,
never has been questioned, the following facts are evolved :

1.. That in 1761, Louis, of Bourbon, Count of Clermont,
Prince of the blood, was Grand Master and Protector of all the
Lodges in France, and that Chaillou De Joiville, was his
Deputy, and not the Deputy of Frederick the Great.

2. That the body granting powers to Stephen Morin was
the Sovereign Grand Lodge, holding in its body the Sovereign
Grand Council, and that said act was done by the united and
unanimous concurrence of the officers and members then
present, of both bodies.

3. That Stephen Morin’s authority authorized him to con-
stitute a Lodge of Perfection, wherever he might sojourn, and
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required it to take the name of Perfect Harmony, and regard
him as its Worshipful Master.

4. That the Masters of all regular Lodges, throughout the
world, were commanded and enjoined to regard Stephen Morin as
Worshipful Master of Perfect Harmony Lodge.

5. That,in 1761, a union and fusion had been effected between
the Grand Council and Grand Lodge, as the instrument
declares the Grand Inspectors to be “officers of the Grand
Council, and of the Grand Lodge.”

6. That Stephen Morin’s authority had the seal of His Royal
Highness, Louis, of Bourbon, and not that of Frederick the
Great, as head of the Order, nor is any allusion, whatever, made
to that Monarch. .

7. That, whatever may be thought of the union and fusion,
above alluded to, Stephen Morin’s authority is ordered by the
Grand Lodge, and, therefore, it is proper to suppose the Grand
Lodge acted with full authority, five years after, when it
annulled the patent, and recalled the power granted to him
“in 1761.”

Bro. Ragon continues :

“The Council of Emperors of East and West, strengthen
themselves by recruiting men of low station, for whose money
they made them Prince Masons. A certain number of Princes
of the Royal Secret formed their Supreme Council of Prince
Masons, and the dignitaries of this Council took the title of
Grand Inspectors General. January 22, of this year, the
Council of Emperors East and West, issues a circular, stating
that it takes the title of the Sublime Scottish Mother Lodge of
the Grand French Globe, Sovercign Grand Lodge of France.

“This Council would be a rival to the Grand Lodge of
France, and, in consequence, crushed herself—she fell asleep
1781. Thus goes out the Rite of Harodim.

“In 1784, from the broken remains of the Council of
Emperors East and West, and the Council of the Knights of
the East, there arose, with the assistance of many brethren of
the ligh degrees, and officers of the Grand Lodge of France,
a Grand Chapter General of France.
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“ On the 27th of February, 1786, the Grand Chapter General
of France united with the Grand Orient of France by treaty ;
by which it will be seen that the Grand Orient has thus gathered
in its hands, all the powers of the several authorities, and has
thus become the sole possessor, and the immediate successor to
the founders of the Rite of Perfection, of the Consistory of
Princes of the Royal Sccret, and of all the Scottish System,
Ancient and Accepted, which was practiced, not only in the
Council of the Emperors East and West, but also in the Scotch
Consistories of Bourdeaux, known under the title of Sublime
Scotch Mother Lodge, and which was conferred on Stephen
Morin in 1761, and recalled in 1766.

“Stephen Morin, on his arrival in St. Domingo, commenced
the propagation of his Masonic work in the Rite of Perfection,
consisting of twenty-five degrees. He also created Inspectors,
which title did not designate the arbitrary powers and pre--
rogatives that some silly writers have supposed, but merely the
power of constituting Lodges. He also, notwithstanding the
annulling of his patent, and his recall in 1766, went on con-
stituting Chapters and Councils, in different parts of America.
Between 1766 and 1782, the Revolution progressed in the
Island, and the Rite of Perfection slumbered. But, in 1783, it
awakes with thirty-three degrees, for, in that year, Morin and
his coadjutors erect, in the city of Charleston, S. C., a Grand
Lodge of Perfection, but the Prince Masons of Charleston, not
satisfied with the Rite of Perfection, consisting of twenty-five
degrees, erect eight degrees more, making, in all, thirty-three
degrees, and on their own authority, without any Masonic legal
right whatever, constitute themselves the Supreme Scotch
Council of the French Possessions in America.

“In 1797, John Mitchell, Frederick Dalcho, Emanuel De La
Motte, Abraham Alexander, and Isaac Auld, are the five per-
sons who create a Supreme Council of the 33rd degree in
Charleston.

*“In 1802, the Count De Grasse Tilly received the 83rd degree
in Charleston, and returned to France in 1803, and reporied
himself as the Supreme Chief of the 33rd degree, which, at this
time, was not known in France.”
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Bro. Le Blanc De Marconay says :

“The Ineffable degrees were formerly practiced in France,
and continued to be so practiced, viz., from 1761 to 1804.
Then Bro. Count De Grasse Tilly, who had taken the 33rd
degree in the Grand Council of Charleston, brought them
to France as a movelty, or curiosity—not with the title of
Ineffable degrees, as of the Rite of Perfection, under which title
they had always hitherto been known, viz., the twenty-five
degrees, but under that of Scotch Rite, Ancient and Accepted.

“The administration of the Scottish Rite was adopted in
France, by the Grand Orient, only in the year 1810-11, after
the fall of the Empire. Until then, this rite had been under
the jurisdiction of a particular administration, not recognized
by the Grand Orient, but which administration possessed the
right of conferring the same from 1799, by virtue of various
treaties, entered into by that body with the Grand Orient.”

The administration to which Bro. Le Blanc De Marconay
alludes is, most likely, a Consistory ; but, if so, his account of
the time of its establishment does not agree with that fixed by
Bro. Ragon, and, as the latter writes from the records for
publication, his account is most probably correct. He says :

“On the 19th of December, 1804, the Grand Orient declares
that, henceforth, it possesses all the rites ; and, on the 22nd of
same month, the Supreme Council of the 33rd degree was
erected, and provisionally organized at Paris.”

Thus, it would seem, that Count De Grasse Tilly carried
Scotch Ritc Masonry into France in 1803, instead of 1799, and
that, in 1804, the Grand Council was established. Bro. Ragon
further says :

“ Joseph Serneau, a jeweler, initiated by Stephen Morin into
the Rite of Perfection, in St. Domingo, and forced to leave on
account of the insurrection of the blacks, goes to the city of
New York, in 1806, and founds, in 1807, a Supreme Consistory,
which is recognized by the Grand Orient of France, in 1812.”

The history of the above named Grand Consistory is
variously stated by good men, in the city of New York,
swayed, most likely, by their party prejudices. On the one
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hand, Serneau is represented as a bad man, who, without any
authority whatever, established his Consistory, and, by the
assistance of a few others, inveigled De Witt Clinton into it.
While, on the other hand, it is said that Serneaun had precisely
the same authority which Morin had, and, certainly, as much
authority as any Inspector General appointed by said Morin ;
that any other view of the subject would only prove that there
never was a legal Consistory established in the United States.
And, it is further contended, that De Witt Clinton was regu-
larly made the second officer in the Grand Consistory, and
soon became the actual Commander; that said Consistory
gave the degrees to many eminent men, De Witt Clinton
presiding ; that all the degrees were conferred on Lafayette,
and, a8 a mark of distinction, Clinton resigned his office, and
made him Commander, during his sojourn in the United States;
that Clinton resumed the command on the return of Lafayette
to France, and continued its Acting Grand Officer until his
death, in 1828. Bro. Ragon continues :

“In 1812, some Masons, having received the 33rd degree
in America, and, joined by some other Masons in Paris, erect a
rival Supreme Council in Paris, under the title of Council
of America, of which the Count De Grasse Tilly was Grand
Commander.

“ On the 5th of August, 1813, De La Motte (a Jew), Treasurer
General of the Grand Council of Charleston, founds a Supreme
Council in New York City, of which Daniel D. Tompkins is
made by him Most Puissant Sovereign Grand Commander ;
Richard Riker, Samson Simson, J. J. J. Gougas, and M. L. M.
Peixotto, members of the same. This Council continued its
operationsin New York but a short time, and then went to sleep.”

The reader may remember that, about the time above alluded
to, two great rival political parties existed in New York,
headed by De Witt Clinton, on the one side, and Daniel D.
Tompkins, on the other, and, whether true or false, rumor then
said that this rival Council was designed to forward the inter-
est of Tompkins, and thus counteract the influence which the
old Grand Council gave to Clinton.

7
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Le Blanc De Marconay says:

“ From 1807 until 1812, there was, in New York, only one
Lodge (Atilier) of thirty-two degrees, of which Bro. Serneau
was Grand Commander. It was about this time that Bro.
Serneau founds a Supreme Council of thirty-three degrees,
which obtained the acknowledgement of the Grand Orient of
France, in 1822.”

Bro. Ragon says:

“In May, 1821, a union and fusion took place between the Su-
preme Council of France, and the Council of America, in Paris.

“In 1828, the regular Supreme Council of New York, of
which Hon. De Witt Clinton was Grand Commander, went to
sleep, in common with all the Masonic bodies in that region.

“In 1832, the Count De St. Laurent comes to New York,
and reorganized the Supreme Council of De Witt Clinton, de-
ceased, and Elias Hicks was then Grand Commander. It was
duly constituted, and proclaimed by the title of the United
Supreme Counci 33rd.”

The Supreme Council of the 33rd degree, Ancient and
Accepted Rite, of France, is entirely separate from the Grand
Orient. It was established, as stated, in 1811, united to the
rival Council of America in 1821, and continues now in exis-
tence, in Paris, separate from, but in acknowledgment and cor-
respondence with the Grand Orient. Thory was its defender,
and opposed to the Grand Orient, while Ragon was the de-
fender of the Grand Orient, and opposed to the Grand Council.

In the United States, each of the above bodies have their
friends, and each have their opposes. The Charleston wing
holds the Grand Orient in derision, charges it with assuming
control of the Scotch Rite, without authority—that it is truly
a Grand Lodge of Modern, or French Rite Masonry, and should
confine itself to that Rite.

The old Grand Council of New York contends that, by the
treaties here referred to, the Grand Orient has legally obtained
control of all the Rites, and, so far as the Scotch Rite is con-
cerned, it is sufficient to say that, even the Grand Council of
France admits her legal right to take charge of said system.
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Bro. Le Blanc De Marconay says :

“ The regular Supreme Council of New York (possessing, in
1807, only thirty-two degrees), since 1812, omnipotent for the
33rd, passed, in succession of time, from the Ill. Bro. De Witt
Clinton to Ill. Bro. Hicks, and, finally, arrived in the Grand
Commandery of Ill. Bro. Henry C. Atwood.

“As for the Supreme Council of Louisiana, thus it is : It was
established by the Supreme Council of New York, in 1813, first
as a Grand Consistory of Princes of the Royal Secret. This
Consistory was confirmed, in 1833, by the United Supreme Coun-
cil of the Western Hemisphere (the same Supreme Council that
created it), and, in 1835, it took the name and title of Supreme
Council of 33rd, and founded a power for Louisiana which was
admitted to the correspondence and acknowledgment of the .
Grand Orient of France, in 1842.”

About 1851, Bro. John Gedge, Grand Master of Louisiana,
who had previously written and published a historical account
of the Scotch Rite degrees, denouncing their claims to Masonry
in the strongest terms, took charge of a Consistory, under
authority from the Grand Council at Charleston, which new
Consistory soon took precedence in public favor, or, more pro-
perly, with the American Masons of New Orleans; and, in 1855,
the old Grand Council yielded up its right to that jurisdiction.

Whatever may have been the motives which induced said
surrender, it is certainly too late now to inquire, and any
attempt to reéstablish it must be regarded as illegal. True, it
may be justly said, that the Charleston Council established a
Consistory there illegally, because the ground had been, and
was occupied, but as one wrong can not justify another, the
friends of the old Grand Council can not be justified in an effort
to resuscitate the old (which would be impossible), or establish
a new one. :

From all the facts referred to, and others which may be
stated, the following objections may be urged against Scotch
Rite Masonry :

1. That if the Ancient and Accepted Rite, in its first three
degrees, or elsewhere, teaches, essentially, the same truths that
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are, and ever have been taught by Ancient Craft Masonry, then
are they not necessary, nor can there be any legal authority for
this new system of administering them.

2. If they are essentially different, either in ritual or doc-
trine, from Ancient Craft Masonry, then are they falsely called
Masonic degrees, and should be denounced by good and true
Masons.

3. That if the Scotch Rite has taken charge of, and subdi-
vided Masonry into various parts, and instituted a degree for
each part, the founder or founders have violated their plighted
faith to Ancient Craft Masonry, by a bold attempt to make
innovations in the body of Masonry, and that to tolerate, encour-
age, or practice those degrees, is to sanction those innovations
and justify violated vows.

4. That the degrees of Perfection were originally political
and sectarian.

5. That while the Exalted degrees in the Scotch Rite were,
originally, and, if properly conferred, are still strictly Christian
degrees, and exclude all but Christians, there is proof that they
have been, and still are, given to Jews, Infidels, and even revil-
ers of Christ’s holy mission.

6. That no legal authority can be shown for the introduc-
tion of the Rite of Perfection, or Scotch Rite, Ancient and
Accepted, into the United States.

7. That Frederick the Great never had anything to do with
the system of Perfection, or Scotch Rite Masonry.

8. If all, or any part of the foregoing charges are true, then
should no one who believes in the teachings of Ancient Craft
Masonry ; no one who can not sanction innovations in the body
of Masonry ; no one who believes that Masonry should have
nothing to do with politics or religion ; no one who believes
that the Grand Lodge system of 1717 should be sustained ; and,
certainly, no friend to Christianity, should tolerate, much less
encourage, the propagation of said degrees.

To the first charge, it is only necessary to say that all Scotch
Rite Masons admif, nay, they claim as a reason why Ancient
Craft Masons should not object to them, that the three first
degrees are essentially the same ; and thus are we plainly asked
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to admit that a Society, having the very germ of its origin as
late as 1740, or, at farthest, 1650, has the right to administer
the first three degrees of Masonry, though no Grand Lodge
authority is sought for to legalize the assumed right. In short,
we are asked to admit that it was in the power of Chevalier
Ramsey to take charge of Masonry, institute a new formula for
it, remodel and change, as he pleased, the ritual, and that now,
this new system has not only equal, but paramount claims to be
cultivated. What answer should the honest Mason make?
Can he do less than denounce, disown, and repudiate the
attempt at innovation ? Suppose our friends, the Odd Fellows,
were to adopt the three first degrees of Masonry, as a part and
parcel of their system of degrees, and suppose they were to
administer them precisely as they are given in our Lodges, could
we, dare we recognize them as legal Masonic degrees? But we |
shall see, before the close of this article, that Scotch Rite
Masons do more than ask us to acknowledge and recognize
their first three degrees.

The second charge conditionally embraces a self-evident truth,
and, therefore, need not be commented upon; and the same
may be said of the third charge. In noticing the fourth charge,
that the degrees were originally political and sectarian, it will
appear necessary, in the absence of positive proof, to present the
highest presumptive testimony.

It is the opinion of some writers, that the Ineffable degrees
were instituted in Scotland, immediately after Cromwell caused
Charles I. to be beheaded, and while Charles II. was an exile in
France, and that the association had for its leading objects,
first, to restore the Royal exile, and second, to bind all Roman
Catholics never to change their religion. The Reformation in
England, Scotland, and Wales had progessed so rapidly as to
alarm the Pope and his adherents, seeing, as they did, that
without some well-planned and combined effort, the supremacy
of that Church would be forever lost in the kingdom of Great
Britain, if, indeed, the force of example did not spread through-
out Europe. To meet the emergency, and to arrest the conver-
sions to the Protestant faith, it was deemed proper to form a
secret Society, which, while it gratified the initiates with a
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great amount of tinsel and show, in a very imposing ceremony,
accompanied with high-sounding titles, and the investment of
great powers, especially to the standard-bearers, also bound the
recipients by a solemn oath, never to change their religion.
This Society, it is said, was secretly organized throughout the
kingdom. That they adopted Freemasonry as a model, but,
instead of the teachings and legends of the third degree, known
to every Master Mason, they taught that, under the symbol of
the Lost Word, they were to understand the murder of Charles
1., which Word could be restored and brought to light by the
restoration of the son of the murdered King to the throne of
England, and the reéstablishment of the Roman Catholic
religion. Bros. Nichola and Bode felt themselves authorized to
believe this was the origin and true version of Freemasonry.
Schroder, also, took this view of the subject, and says that the
signification of the whole ceremony of the third degree goes to
show its origin and teaching, as above stated. But we haveno
reliable testimony, going to show the institution of the Ineffable
degrees, until Chevalier Ramsey visited France, about 1740.
That the Society, when first known in France, was a political,
as well as Roman Catholic Institution, is, we think, beyond all
reasonable doubt ; the ritual of the degrees, even as they are
now used, and especially the old copies, go to establish this fact ;
and, certainly, it may, with truth, be said that, previous to the
days of Ramsey, no charge of intermeddling in politics or
religion had ever been sustained against Ancient Craft Masonry ;
but to show that the Jesuit Priest, Barruel, was correct in
charging that Masons in France had connected themselves with
the Illuminati and Jacobin clubs, and were instrumental in
fomenting the Revolution of 1789, the open declaration of Bro.
Ladabat, of Louisiana, is given here. In defending the old
Grand Council at New Orleans, in 1853, he says:

“French Masonry is not nonsense! It works! The world is
full of its wonders ; and if the ideas of Liberty and Equality are
now in the heart of all Europe, it is French Masonry we must
thank forit. . . . . . She (France) waged war with Old
aristocracy, priestocracy, and kingocracy. She stood alone ic
the midst of the globe, fought against all the nations of
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world combined against her, and forced into them Freemasonry,
that is, LiBERTY, EQUALITY, and, ultimately, FRATERNITY.

The French armies have carried into every land of Europe, the
ideas which had been matured by French Masonry.”

Here is plainly set forth the very doctrines, the very teachings
of Weishaupt, the founder of the Illuminati. He sets out with
the broad basis, that the enlightenment of the people—the
masses—will lead to the downfall of all kings, all priests, all
religions, and establish upon their ruins, Liberty and Equality.
Bro. Ladabat seems resolved not to be misunderstood, as he
proceeds to quote from Barruel, to prove that this great credit
can only be claimed for French Masonry, as Barruel, in his
denunciation of Masonry, exempts English Freemasonry, as he
declared that Masonry, in England, never interfered in politics.
Nor is Bro. Ladabat alone in his views of the political charac-
ter of Scotch Rite Masonry, though he is, perhaps, more open
and manly in his proclamation. Bro. Albert Pike, of Louisiana,
in an address before his Grand Lodge, in February, 1858, in
speaking of Scotch Rite Masonry, says :

“Tt is the preacher of LiBErTY, FRATERNITY, and EQuaLITY.”
And he enters into detail, showing that it advocates and
preaches “a decent and well regulated ‘Liberty, a sober Fra-
ternity, and political Equality.”

Again Bro. Pike says:

“ Masonry was made to be the ORDER oF THE ProrLE. It
has ever exerted its influence on the side of civil and religious
liberty ;” and then presents the following extract as the motto
of Scotch Rite Masonry :

“¢ Devotion to the interest of the people; detestation of Tyranny;
sacred for the rights of Free Thought, Free Speech, and Free
Conscience; tmplacable hostility to Intolerance, Bigotry, Arrogance,
and Usurpation; respect and regard for lobor, which makes human
nature noble; and scorn and contempt far all monopolies, that minis-
ter to insolent and pampered luzury.’’

Here we have a published account of the objects and ends
of the Scotch Rite, Ancient and Accepted. It was instituted
for the people, in opposition to tyrants. It is intended to free
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the mind of man from religious restraints—from the dogmas of
all religions, and as it was made for the “dear people,” “it
holds in scorn and contempt all monopolies that minister to in-
tolerant and pampered luxury,” that is to say, all royal families
and hereditory claimants of power; to all priests and ministers,
who monopolize the high places, and live in luxury, on the sweat
of the poor laborer. Now all this sounds well in the ear of an
American, but this motto is not given as the motto of a politi-
cal club, but is sent forth by a brother Mason, as the true motto
of Freemasonry, while the members of the Order have pro-
claimed, far and near, that it has nothing whatever to do with
politics, or religion, that it neither teaches monarchy, anar-
chy, nor republicanism. It neither teaches the right divine of
the Pope, the temperal powers of the Bishop, nor the freedom
from all the religious restraints of Priests and Churches.
Scotch Rite Masonry, then, was not only political and sectarian,
in the beginning, but it is still so, a3 shown by its ablest ad-
vocates.

From the best light available, it appears to be probable that
Ramsey subdmdeg the degrees of Masonry, or, rather, added
thereon, a set of degrees, which he termed philosophic explana-
tions of true Masonry. That, in addition to these explanatory
degrees, he, in conjunction with the Jesuit Priests of France,
concocted one or more strictly Christian degrees, and almost
as purely Romish, for the very hangings and imagery represen-
tations, from Christ’s body to the Cross, portray the forms of
worship of that Church alone.

The Rose Croix, is the great Christian degree of the Scotch
Rite, which has been remodeled to furnish the Templar’s degree
of the United States, but in doing this the original Rose Cross
was not given up, but is now practiced by the said Scotch Rite,
either in its original purity, or under various modifications, to
suit persons and localities.

We do not know how many degrees were invented by
sey. Some writers say he instituted but three, and that they
-were by him intended, not as innovations upon Masonry, but
to ridicule the pomp and show with which he found Masonry
incumbered in Paris, and that he succeeded so far beyond
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his intention, in pleasing the show-loving French, that they
adopted the Scotchman’s Rite Masonry, in lieu of that which
they had rececived from England. Be this as it may, it appears
that Ramsey’s Masonry went to sleep for a time, as, for several
years, we hear nothing of it, until it reippears under the guar-
dianship of De Bonnville, who was regarded as Ramsey’s succes-
sor, and then we find it under the name of the Masonry of
Harodim, or Ineffable Masonry, and soon after, the Sublime
Masonry of Harodim, and had twenty-five degrees, the Prince of
the Royal Secret being the last. And here it is that we find the
Rose Cross, represénting the crucifixion, burial, ascension, pas-
sover, libations, etc., and all exhibited and explained so philosophs-
cally, that they were made acceptable to all, whether Jew, Chris-
tian, or Infidel. Though this may seem to be a charge difficult
to sustain, the facts force the mind to believe its truth. It is true,
that these degrees have been go often modified and changed, to
suit purposes and localities, that scarcely any one charge will
strictly apply to all. In 1823, the Grand Council, over which
De Witt Clinton presided, issued a circular, bearing his signa-
ture, denouncing the Charleston Council, because they conferred
the higher degrees—the Christian degrees—upon Israelites, while
the Grand Consistory of New Orleans, the creature of the very
same Council, held that there was nothing to exclude the Jews
from taking them.

In this work, there is no intention or desire to recur to the
particulars of the party quarrels which have ever marked the
footsteps of this new system of secret degrees, called Masonic,
both in France and America; certain it is that, while these
quarrels have tended to bring reproach upon Masonry, because
of the assumed title, they have, nevertheless, tended to expose
and lay bare, not only the teachings, but the very rituals of the
Order, copies of which are to be found, not only in the breasts
of the good and true, but in black and white, and often differing
as widely from each other, as does the ritual of Odd Fellowship
from that of Masonry ; bat it is believed that, in every part of
the world, the Scotch Rite retains the leading features of the
Rose Croix degree, and, therefore, it is everywhere, apparently, a
purely Christian degree, greatly more impressive and theatrical
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than the Templar’s degree is, as given in the Encampments
of this country; and yet, how abundant the proof, that the
bitterest enemies of Christ, and the very blasphemers bf His
holy name, are deemed fit subjects to take that, and all the other
Christian degrees. If we go to France and begin with
Voltaire, who, if we may believe the account published by Bro.
Mackey, in the first number of his Masonic Miscellany, was
received into the degrees with almost shoutings of praise, cer-
tainly with speeches in which he was complimented and thanked,
as the great and efficient means of frecing the minds of millions
from the thraldom of superstition. We might pass from Voltaire
down to Lafayette, and it would be difficult to find a single
prominent Scotch Rite Mason, who was a true believer in any
branch of orthodox religion. And how much better is it in
the United States? Who are its leaders, and what are their
religious sentiments? It is known that many good Christians
have taken the degrees in this country, but, generally, they
gradually and silently absent themselves from the Lodges and
Consistories ; but as it would be improper to be perzonal, other
proofs will be referred to.

We have seen, in the early part of this work, and alluded to
the fact in this article, that Weishaupt was a great fanatic,
and claimed to be the founder of a system of infidelity, so wisely
arranged, as finally and speedily to banish all religion, save the
religion “ of Reason, of Liberty, and of Equality.” Weishaupt
adopted French Masonry as the groundwork of his system, and
permitted none but Masons to enter his asylum. It is known
that the Charleston Council contends, and has ever done so,
that Scotch Rite Masonry is indebted to Frederick the Great,
of Prussia, for the institution of a part of the degrees, and for,
at least, the ratification of the fundamental law for their govern-
ment. Now, we admit that all this does not amount to proof
positive that the Charleston brethren regard the system as
teaching anti-Christian principles, but we leave it to the candid
reader to say, whether such an inference is not legitimate, for
we dare not charge that they are ignorant of the fact that
Frederick was as much opposed to Christianity as his religious
teacher, Voltaire himself. No one, who has read the various
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biographies of that Monarch, can believe that he would have
lent his name or aid for the propagation of any system or
theory, having even the appearance of Christianity.

It is known that Stephen Morin, who brought the Rite of
Perfection (including the Rose Cross) to this country, was a
Jew, and, therefore, an enemy to Christianity. It is known
that nearly all the Deputy Inspectors General, appointed by
him, were Jews; and the same may be said of the acting
Deputies, for fifty years after. We procced to give the names
of as many of the early Inspectors as we can call to mind, viz.,
De La Motte, Abraham Alexander, M. M. Hayes, Isaac De
Costa, Col. John Mitchell, and Frederick Dalcho, were sever-
ally appointed for South Carolina. Henry Frankin, for
Jamaica ; Solomon Bush, for Pennsylvania ; Barend M. Spitzer,
for Georgia; A. Forst, for Virginia. Of the foregoing, we
think Bros. Mitchell and Dalcho, alone, were not Jews. In
speaking of De Grasse Tilly, Bro. Ragon says:

“ According to the Count’s own showing, Morin conferred
the degree on Frankin (a Jew), Frankin gave it to Moses Hays
‘(a Jew), Hays gave it to Berend M. Spitzer (a Jew). These
had a retinion in Philadelphia, in 1781, and gave it to Moses
Cohen (a Jew), Cohen gave it to Isaac Lalang (a Jew), and
Lalang conferred it upon Count De Grasse Tilly.”

Cohen also gave the degree (or, more properly, the appoint-
ment of Deputy Inspector) to Abraham Jacobs (a Jew), who,
in 1802, initiated eight brethren in Savannah, Georgia, and
opened a Sublime Lodge. From 1802 to 1810, Jacobs’ move-
ments are not known to us, but about the period last named,
we hear of him in the city of New York, and, certainly, not
under the most favorable circumstances. Whatever may be
thought of the legality of the old Consistory of New York, it
will hardly be denied that it was occupying the ground, and
doing work, and yet Jacobs conferred the whole of the degrees,
or as many as he himself possessed, upon nineteen brethren in
New York, in violation of the known laws of the Consistory.
We are told tliat Jacobs excused himself by taking his novi-
tiates to Trenton—sixty miles away from the Consistory—
before he could conscientiously complete the degrees. But, after



108 MODERN FREEMASONRY.

all, we do not know that Jacobs (a poor man, who must needs
live by his wits, for he would not go to hard labor) is much
more censurable than was the old Grand Council of New
York, in planting a subordinate in Charleston, knowing the
ground to be occupied, or than the Grand Council of Charles-
ton, in planting a subordinate in New Orleans, under similar
circumstances.

In 1802, the Grand Lodge of South Carolina evinced some
dissatisfaction, if not distrust, at the establishment of a new
system, called Masonic, in that jurisdiction; whereupon the
Grand Council appointed a Committee, consisting of Frederick
Dalcho, Isaac Auld, and E. De La Motte, who, on the 4th of
December, of that year, issued a circular, historical and explan-
atory of said new degrees. In this document are to be found
many curious things, among which are the following :

“It is well known to the Blue Master, that King Solomon
and his royal visitor were in possession of the real and pristine
word, but of which he must remain in ignorance, unless initiat-
ed into the Sublime degrees. The authenticity of this word, as
known to us, and for which our much respected Master died, is
proven to the most skeptic mind, from the sacred pages of holy
writ, and the Jewish history, from the earliest time. Dr. Priest-
ley, in his letters to the Jews, has the following remarkable pas-
sage, when speaking of the miracles of Christ: ‘and it has
been said by your writers, that he performed his miracles by
means of some Ineffable name of God, which he stole out of the
Tempk.” ”

We learn, from the foregoing,

1. That King Solomon, and Hiram, King of Tyre, were in
possession of the pristine word, of which the Master Mason of
Ancient Craft Masonry must remain in ignorance, unless he
consent to be initiated into this new system of Masonry, by
whose founders the great and hidden mysteries of Masonry
have been brought to light. The honest truth is not admitted,
that this new system subdivides the degrees of Masonry, and
abstracts from the Master’s degree that full and complete ex-
planation of the pristine word, and all the legends of Masonry
which were given to the Master Mason, until after this new

™
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gystem, or so much of it as relates to the Royal Arch, was
introduced into England by the combined influence of Ramsey
and Dermott. :

2. We learn that if the extract from Dr. Priestley means
anything, it is used here to leave the impression on the mind
that the charge made by the Jews against Christ was true;
that He did perform His miracles by means of this pristine word,
the Ineffable name, which He stole from the Temple. And this
is the ¢rue Masonic Institution, teaching Ancient Craft Masonry
in the first sixteen degrees, and Christianity in the remainder !
It is true, that what is infidelity with one, may be esteemed
good religion with another, as the one or the other may be
influenced by a self-erected standard of truth. If the Holy
Bible is true only in part, then is it not infidelity, in part, to
deny its truth, and the Charleston Committee may not be
charged with favoring infidelity. But if, as we suppose, the
Bible is true, as a whole, and in all its parts, it sounds like
blasphemy, to us, to indorse the truth of the charge made by
Dr. Priestley. If Christ was an imposter, it may not be wrong
to charge Him with theft and a juggling use of the stolen word,
but if he was the Son of God—God-man—what must be thought
of the manner in which the Committee use the words of Dr.
Priestley ?

Again, the Committee says : “ Another very important dis-
covery was made in the year 5553, of a record in Syrian
characters, relative to the most remote antiquity, and from
which it would appear, that the world is many thousand
years older than given by Mosaic accounts—an opinion enter-
tained by many of the learned.”

From the above extract, we are left to suppose the Com-
mittee attached to this wonderful discovery, the existence of
satisfactory testimony that the Bible is not true, at least, so far
as Moses is to be esteemed an author. We know that some
learned men do believe that the world is older than the Bible
represents it to be, but we have yet to learn that this theory is
in accordance with the Bible.

From published documents and the rituals, we know that
Scotch Rite Masons represent the Rose Cross degree, and that
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of Kadosh, as teaching Christianity. In the former, the cruci-
fixion, resurrection, ascension, and passover, are represented ;
and, yet, we find among the recipients, Jews, Mohammedans,
and Infidels, of all grades; and this is made to appear con-
sistent, by having the degree philosophically explained, and the
philosophy of French Masonry is very flexible and expansive.
For example, if it fits the taste, or, so called religion, of the
initiate, all the representatioms of Christ and His institutions
are philosophically explained to mean any and everything, but
the divine mission, divine mediation, divine death, divine ascen-
sion, and His divine laws, are explained to mean only that
Christ was a good man, and offered good temporal laws, phio
sophically considered, for the government of mankind. While,
with the Voltaire branch of this system, it is more openly
taught that these representations of Christ and His sufferings,
are made to show the fallacy of the doctrines of Christianity.
Then, again, there are those who profess to be Christians, and
practice piety, who take a medium course. Within the last
forty-eight hours, one of the most distinguished Scotch Rite
Masons in the United States, in conversing upon this subject,
exclaimed, “ What, pray, has the divinity of Christ to do with
Christianity.” Such as he would doubtless hold that Christ
was a creature of God, a man, mortal as are all men, commis-
sioned by God to do and perform certain temporal things, viz.,
to preach the Gospel, establish Churches, and give laws for
their temporal government. Thus it will be seen that these
Exalted and Sublime Christian degrees are made palatable to
all.

In one of the Lodges, perhaps the 28th degree, “ Old Adam
presides as Chief Commander,” and the Lodge is made up of
beings, called “Perfect Angels,” but so philosophical are these
degrees, that it would be esteemed an evidence of downright
ignorance to hint at the seeming impiety of such a representa-
tion as this. ,

The Rose -, under various nawnes, iz practiced in every
rite—about eighty in number—known to-the world. It has
even been tacked on to Ancient Craft Masonry, under the title
of Knight Templar, and though it is not here recognized, or
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claimed to be a part or parcel of Masonry, it assumes that
aspect before the world, because none are admitted to the
Orders of Knighthood but Freemasons. As practiced in the
United States, the Rose Croix, or Templar’s degree is only
given to those who believe in the divinity, vicarious death,
ascension, and mediation of Christ, but the Rose Croix, or
Templar’s degree, in the Scotch Rite, is given, as is seen, to the
professors of any religion, or of no religion, and certainly to
anti-Christians.

The author hopes not to be misunderstood. He does not
oppose this new system of Masonry, so called, because it does
not téach Christianity ; on the contrary he has ever contended
that Masonry has nothing directly to do with Christianity, or
any other sectarian religion—that the only religion it has, is
the belief in one God—Jehovah. But he holds that it would
be quite as foreign to Masonry to teach anti-Christianity, as to
become a Christian sect; and he sincerely believes, that while
in the Rose 4, and Knight of Kadosh, the image worship of
our Saviour is taught, Jews and Infidels are permitted to enter,
and trample under foot the doctrines He came to promulgate.
This blow hot and blow cold Christian Masonry is either too
grossly blasphemous, or too philsophically refined, to amalgamate
or hold fraternal ties with Ancient Craft Masonry. And can
these objections to the higher degrees of the Scotch Rite be
considered out of place, when it iz remembered that they claim
to have “the original right,” not only to administer the three
degrees in Masonry, but to govern and control all Masonry.
It is true that the Grand Council at Charleston said, in 1802 :
“The Sublime Grand Lodge, sometimes called the Ineffable
Lodge, or the Lodge of Perfection, extends from the 4th to the
14th degree inclusive, which last is the degree of Perfection.

The Sublime Masons never initiate any into the
Blne degrees, without a legal warrant obtained for that purpose
Srom a Symbolic Grand Lodge.”

Was this true when it was spoken? if so, wonderful strides
after power have since been taken ; for, throughout Continental
Europe, indeed, everywhere that Scotch Masons have obtained
the ascendency, they have not applied to a Symbolic Grand
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Lodge, but their Consistories—about which Symbolic Masons
know nothing—have issued authority, established Lodges, and
worked the degrees in the Scotch Rite. Thizhas been done in
New Orleans; and, so far as their system may be right and
proper, they acted correctly, and more manfully than the other
wing, who, for popularity, abstain from taking charge of Sym-
bolic Masonry, so far as the three degrees, but, at the same
time, openly declare their “original right” to do so. The
Charleston Council, having obtained a foothold, and becoming
more bold, or more grasping, than she was in 1802, declares
and proclaims, in 1845, that:

“In deference to the Constitutions of the York Rite, practic-
ed in this country, it waives its rights and privileges, so far as
they relate to the first three degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry,
which, long before the establishment of any Supreme Council
in this hemisphere, were under the control of Symbolic Grard
Lodges.”

The Northern Grand Council, under J. J. J. Gougas, reiter-
ated this proclamation. Now this waiving of power over An-
cient Craft Masonry, or, rather, that part of ¢heir Craft Masonry
which they call the first three degrees, stands in a threatening
attitude, warning us that they have the original right to confer
all the degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry—that they have only
waived that right—aye, and they will continue to waive it,
provided we will harken to their advice and dictation.

These conditions were very plainly set forth in a printed
communication, sent to the Grand Lodge of Louisiana, by the
Consistory at New Orleans, in February, 1858. What then is
the condition of Ancient Craft Masons, made in what we esteem
true Masonic Lodges, legally constituted by warrants from
Grand Lodges? If we ask whence their authority for taking
charge- of Freemasonry, under new rituals, new degrees, new
doctrines—no, not new doctrines, but antiquated doctrines,
remodeled for modern uses! we shall be answered variously,
according as the local body has obtained its authority. In
France, we shall be told the original power was derived from
Chevalier Ramsey, modified and ¢mproved by De Bonnville, the
Chapter of Clermont, and, finally, the finishing touch is due to
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Stephen Morin. Ask in Scotland, where it is claimed the
degrees were practiced long before the days of Ramsey, and
the Grand Lodge tells us that this new system was never
heard of there, until a communication was read from an Ameri-
can Council, to which she replied in substance—“depart from
us, we never knew you, we do not wish to know you.” Ask
one arm of the American Society, and they will give much the
same history that is afforded in France, and refer us to the
Grand Orient for further light. Ask the other arm, and they
will tell you that the Grand Orient is not good authority for
facts, and reason very clumsily to sustain false positions—that
the degrees originated in Scotland, at some remote period, not
now to be ascertained—that Ramsey carried them from Scotland
to France—that afterward, Frederick the Great, added to and
perfected them, and condescended to make laws for their
government.

Ask in Prussia, and we are told that Frederick the Great
was never more than a Master Mason, and that the degrees of
Perfection, or Scotch Rite, never was, and is not now known
there. And yet, by this mammoth innovator, we are told we
must enter, with them, into a concordat of mutual agreement
and mutual defense, and, in default of such concession, it is
plainly intimated that they will no longer feel under obliga-
tions to waive their right to control the first three degrees;
and the logical deduction is, that if we will not throw open
the door of the Masonic Sanctum Sanctorum, we shall be re-
garded as interlopers, money-changers, and desecrators of the
sacred Temple, and, as such, though we be found kneeling at the
alters of our fathers, we shall be ejected, to make place for
those who have the original right to occupy it.

In vindication of the sixth charge, viz., that no legal authority
can be found for the introduction of the Scotch, or Rite of Per-
fection, into the United States, we have only to recapitulate
gome facts already stated, viz., that all the Councils and Con-
sistories, now in existence, or which once existed, have, and do
trace their authority to Stephen Morin, and as no Council or
Consistory is claimed to have been established before 1783, it
follows that none existed here until more than twenty years

]
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after Morin’s power and authority ceased to exist. His patent
was issued in 1761, and annulled in 1766. Bro. Giles F. Yates
tells us that a Sublime Lodge of Perfection was * established
in Albany, in 1767,” by Henry A. Frankin, one of the Deputies
of Stephen Morin, and if Frankin received his authority from
Morin, before the recall of his patent, it would seem that this
Lodge, and this alone, was legally planted. But, after all, it is
of but little consequence whether any, or all the Councils,
Consistories, or Lodges were regularly established, because,
whether legal or illegal in their origin, all irregularities have
been healed by one of the two great fountain-heads of France.
Every Council or Consistory ever planted in this country (if
it lived long enough to open up a correspondénce), has been
ratified and acknowledged, either by the Grand Council or
Grand Orient of France, and as they themselves recognize each
other as legal Masonic bodies, we must acknowledge that
Scotch Rite Masonry, in the United States, is as legally prac-
ticed as it is in France.

The seventh charge, that Frederick the Great never had any-
thing whatever to do with this system of Perfection, or Scotch
Rite Masonry, may, it is thought, be readily sustained. The
author thinks he has read every respectable biography of Fred-
erick the Great, written or translated, in the English lan-
guage, and, without the fear of successful contradiction, he
asserts, that nowhere is his name mentioned in connection with
any other than the three degrees given in a Symbolic Lodge.
And is it at all probable that his connexion with these degrees
was as importdnt and public as is stated, and that the fact
escaped the notice of all his biographers, especially as we
know that some of them were minute in their details? They
all tell us of his Initiation, Passing, and Raising in a Symbolic
Lodge, and some of them very plainly intimate his want of
admiration for Freemasonry. Lord Dover kept and published
an account of almost everything Frederick did or said, from his
vising in the morning to his retirement at night, and yet, not
a word of his connection with this Rite. It has been so long
and so often stated, in this country, that Frederick the Great
was the Sovereign Grand Inspector General ofboth hemispheres
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and the author of the Secret Constitutions, etc., etc., that,
for aught we know, it may be thought rash in us to deny
their truth; but all we ask, is an opportunity to present a
moiety of the testimony that might be brought forward, and
we think it will be seen that, while it must be admitted that
Frederick the Great had quite as many sins of his own to
answer for as the heart of his bitterest enemy could desire, it
will yet be made appear that he did not lend his name to make
innovations in the body of Masonry. The time selected for him
to mature the system is singularly unfortunate, as a moment’s
reflection will satisfy every historian, that at no period of his
wars was he so incessantly occupied with his armies, as in 1762;
and Dr. Dalcho tells us that “ the higher Councils and Chap-
ters could not be opened without his presence, or that of his
substitute, whom he must appoint.” Stephen Morin claimed
that his authority to confer the higher degrees emanated from
Frederick, and the following extract will show (if true) that
this Monarch wore his Masonic honors a long time, and still
they escaped the notice of every historian of his day. The
Charleston Grand Council says :

“On the 1st of May, 1786, the Grand Constitution of the
33rd degree, called the Supreme Council of Sovereign Grand
Inspectors General, was finally ratified by His Majesty the King
of Prussia, who, as Grand Commander of the Order of the
Prince of the Royal Secret, possessed Sovereign Masonic
power over all the Craft. In the new Constitution, this high
power was conferred on a Supreme Council of nine brethren in
each nation, who possess all the Masonic prerogatives, in their
own districts, that His Majesty individually possessed, and are
Sovereigns in Masonry.”

By what authority the foregoing statements were made, does
not appear, but it is most likely that they were the invented tale
of Morin ; certain it is, that not a line or sentence of it is sustained
by any historical record. Bro. Albert Pike, who is an open and
devoted friend, and holds allegiance to the Charleston Council,
said, in his address to the Grand Lodge of Louisiana, in Febru-
ary, 1858, that he did not believe Frederick the Great had
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anything to do with those degrees ; but we offer testimony from
the fountain-head in Prussia, as conclusive upon this subject.
The following is the original translation of the document, in the
German language, deposited in the Grand East of France :

“To Bro. Le Blanc De Marconay, Esq., of New York :

“ Most LEARNED BROTHER :—We thank you very much for
your obliging letter of May 25th, and for the information it
contains about the situation of the Art Royal, in America.

“You wish to receive from us:

“1. A notice concerning the establishment, the progress, and
the actual situation of Masonry in our East.

“2. The Tableaux which were printed by the supreme
authorities, and particularly the Lodges thereto belonging.

“3. A copy of the publications which took place.

“In order to comply with your wishes, it would be necessary
for you to cover the expenses by a credit, as they are far above
our means.

“But to satisfy you as much as it is in our power, without
exceeding the limits of a letter, and, as a token of our grati-
tude toward you for the interesting information you have com-
municated to us, we will only say, that our National Grand
Lodge has been founded under the auspices of Frederick the
Great, first Mason and Grand Master of his Empire, on the
13th of September, 1740. She has now ninety-nine daughter
Lodges, and is composed of the representatives of said Lodges;
but she is not in the dependency of any other foreign Lodge,
and exists only under the protection of our august King, who
confides entirely in her as authorized Mason, first, free, legisla-
tive, and administrative. ‘Sheis the center of all her daughters,
who are devoted. to her.

“ Concerning the opinions prevailing among you, we inform
you that Frederick the Great is partly the author of the system
adopted by our Lodge, but that he never interfered with her
affairs, or prescribed any laws to the Masons over whom he
extended his protection throughout his estates.

“The Grand Lodge, as far as she is concerned, confines
her jurisdiction to the Blue degrees of St. John. A special
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Committee, composed of members elected by the brethren, and
called Supreme Interior East, directs the works of the higher
degrees, which do not exceed seven.

“The Scotch Lodge of this Interior East, presided by a
superior Scotch Master Mason, spreads over all the Scotch
Lodges, united with the Lodges of St. John, and forms a total
with them all.

“We recognize, as a superior authority, the old Scotch:
Directory, which is formed by elections in the Grand Lodge.

“ Such-is the state of things, and all that is rumored among you
about the prescriptions and ordinances of Frederick the Great,
and of a superior Senate, stands on no ground whatever.

“ Independent of this Grand Lodge, we have, in Berlin, two
other Grand Easts, equally recognized, and provided with
royal privileges, as well as this one, to wit: The National
Grand Lodge of Germany, the Grand Royal York Lodge of
Friendship. Each one has a certain number of depending
Lodges, and i is a national law that none can exist, in this kingdom,
unless it be the dependent of, or united with, these three Lodges.

“ We recognize these two Lodges as true and regular Masonic
Lodges, and we live with them in perfect harmony, notwith-
standing the difference of usages and forms existing between us.

“We hope that these informations will suffice, and we are
ready to continue, with pleasure, our correspondence, and to
enter into more strict intercourse with the Grand Lodges of
" your country. We can even send you full powers and authority,
if our letter be insufficient, and we expect your further advice.

“We salute you with esteem and fraternal love, by three
times three.

“Berlin, August 17, 1833.

“ The old Scotch Directory of the National Grand Lodge of
the three Globes.

(Signed) ‘“ POSELGER, National G. Master.
“ KOLGE, Sen. Warden.
“ MAZTORFF.
“ DALLEMANN.
“ DIEDERICHS.
“ BERHNARD.”

¢ Sce Appendix, page vo.
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The Grand Lodge, Royal York, of Friendship, follows no
other system but that of Festler, which has but nine degrees ;
and the National Grand Lodge of Germany is governed by the
system of Zinnendorf, which has but seven degrees. We see,
then, that the three Grand Lodges of the kingdom, working in
different Rites, bave not, collectively, as many degrees as the
Rite of Perfection originally had ; and it is known that many
of their degrees are the same, differing only in ritual. How
idle, then, to attribute to Frederick the Great the authenticity
of any portion of the Scotch Rite degrees, or of instituting
laws for their government.

Both Ragon and Marconay deny the existence of any Secret
Constitutions, and as the Grand Councils in this country hail
from France, it would seem that Bro. Marconay is right in
saying :

“If the Scotch Rite must be known, interpreted, vindicated,
and observed, it must be through and by the Grand East of
France, which is the oldest authority—the stock and tradition
of said Rite.”

Bro. Pike, in his address before the Grand Lodge of Louis-
iana, in February, 1858, claims that Scotch Rite Masonry
originated in Charleston, and claims that the Charleston Coun-
cil is, of right, the governing power. He takes the ground that
the addition of eight degrees to the Rite of Perfection changed
that Rite, and justified the assumption of a new name—that this
change took place at Charleston, and the name Scotck Rite,
Ancient and Accepted, was added—that from Charleston the
higher degrees, the eight additional ones, and the new name of
the new Rite, was sent to France, and hence the Charleston
Council is the mother of the Rite. And, certainly, so far as
the addition or cumulation of the eight degrees are concerned,
Bro. Pike’s statements are confirmed by the French writers,
but the difficulty in sustaining the claim set up in behalf of the
rights of the Charleston Council, are,

1. That the Council itself did not claim to have added the |
degrees, or to constitute a new rite, on the contrary, they, de novo,
set up the claim that the additional degrees and laws for their
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government, came to them from Frederick the Great ; and this
doctrine has been manfully maintained by that Council, from
its origin to the present day. And,

2. If the Sublime Masons of Charleston originated the
Scotch Rite, in 1801, that Rite could not have a code of laws,
made specially for its government, before the rite was known,
viz.,in 1801 ; and yet, not only the Charleston Council, but
Bro. Pike himself, contends that the Constitution claimed to
have been ratified by Frederick, in 1786, is, and ever has been,
the paramount law of the Scotch Rite, Ancient and Accepted.
It must be apparent, then, that the claim to the institution of
the Rite, in Charleston, is not sustained, as it would be incon-
sistent to suppose that Frederick the Great ratified a code of
laws for the government of a Society, fifteen years before that
Society was instituted.

Having now introduced as much testimony as seems to be
necessary to elucidate our subject, it may be proper to say a few
words as to the credibility of the witnesses. And first of Bro.
Ragon, whose book, Orthodox Masonry, has been long before
the world, and, so far as we know, has been held in high esti-
mation, as a truthful, though partisan work. He, as stated,
‘was the prominent defender of the Grand Orient of France,
and opposed to the Grand Council. Bro. Thory, on the other
hand, was the defender of the Grand Council and opposed to
the Grand Orient.

The brother who translated the extracts we have used from
Ragon, says that the facts and dates are corroborated by Thory,
but as we have no translations from the latter, we could not
use him as a witness.

Bro. Le Blanc De Marconay received the Scotch Rite de-
grees, in the old Grand Council of New York, removed to
Paris and was received a member,and made Grand Orator of the
Chamber of Council and Appeals. The report from which we
have ecxtracted, was not at the time adopted by the Grand
Orient, nor do we know that it has been since; but it was
made in his official capacity, and though it might not be illiber-
al to charge that he would be influenced by a partiality for the
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Council in which he had been Exalted, his facts must be credited
when, as they are, in conformity to those published by Ragon.
The author has had no means of stating the number and
places of meeting of the Lodges and Consistories, established
at various periods by the old Grand Council of New York, or
the Grand Council of Charleston, but from a Tgpleau, printed
by the De Witt Clinton, or old Grand Council of New York,
in 1820, it may be seen, that they had planted a Consistory in
New Orleans, La., one in Newport, R. I., one in Philadelphia,
Pa., and one in Charleston, S. C. This publication bears the
written signature of De Witt Clinton, as President of the
Council, and the signatures of the other officers. And it is but
fair to suppose the Charleston Council had been, and continues
to be quite as industrious in planting subordinates. On the
one hand, the De Witt Clinton Grand Council has ever de-
mounced the Grand Council of Charleston and its subordinates,
and has been sustained in doing so by the Grand Orient of
France. On the other hand, the Charleston.Grand Council
and its subordinates, have ever (at least, since 1813) denounced
the De Witt Clinton Council, and with it the Grand Orient of
France, and have been aided in doing so by the Grand Council
of France. This quarrel has become so embittered in the
United States, that now, if one will patiently listen to, and be-
lieve all the statements made, he would be forced to believe
that no honest and honorable man ever occupied any prominent
station with either party. Be this quarrel among them. It
has already had the effect to lay open to dissection the so called
Scotch Rite Masonry, and if the dissection shall ever be made
by a skillful operator, the whole system will stand forth a ghastly
skeleton of that political and religious machine, erected by
Jesuitical machinations, to batter down the Protestant alters,
and erect upon their ruins that mammoth system of image wor-
ship, upheld and sustained by the divine right of Popes, Kings,
;and Priests. This may seem strong language, but is the pic-
ture overdrawn? To every Christian, whether Catholic or
Protestant, who has sat in a Chapter of Rose -+, and seen the
degree worked, an appeal is hereby made. Does not the whole
ceremony tend to prove, most conclusively, that it was instituted
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in the manner, and for the purposes stated in thisarticle?
Why are two Crosses, with a Rose, veiled in the Sanctuary,and
suddenly exposed to view when the Chapter is opened? Do
they not portray a portion of the Catholic worship? Why, in
passing these 4 -, are you compelled to bow and make a Romish
sign to them ? 1Is it not a part and parcel of the Catholic
worship? What means the drawn dagger and the solemn vow
that accompanics it? Are you not thereby pledged to spill
your heart’s blood in defense of the Catholic religion ?—the
Catholic, because it is evident that was the religion which the
founders of this degree wade all its recipients swear never to
change. What means the Holy Font of the Rose +? Is it
- not a basin of water made holy by the mummery of priest-
craft? What means the Passover and Libation, if they are
not used as the most solemn manner of renewing your cove-
nantand plighting, soul and body, in defence of the Christian
religion ? .

But, after all, the most important and momentous question
has yet to be propounded, and it would be but justice to the
cause of truth, were it publicly answered : “ What means the
ceremony of breaking tke bread, and drinking the wine?” Do
they not constitute a representation of the Lord’s Supper ? It
will, doubtless, be denied, by some Scotch Rite Masons, that the
Sacrament is administered in a Rose 4 Chapter, because in
some localities this portion of the ceremony, as we are informed,
has been stricken out or changed, but we are authorized to say,
that in the French Rose 4 Chapters, this ceremony is regarded
to be the true ordinance, as efficient and holy as when adminis-
tered by the Apostles. They hold that all who have taken the
Sacrament in & Rose 4 Chapter are ordained priests, having,
thereby, full power to administer it to others—to anoint with
holy unction, bury the dead, and do all other things which are
lawful and proper in ordained ministers of the Gospel.

The reader has, perhaps, shuddered at the thought, that the
foregoing may be true, and that there is a society of men in
Christendom, who, under the cloak of teaching morality and
virtue, thus trifle with the holy ordinances of God.

The author is aware that he runs the risk of raising a strong
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and -influential opposition, not only to this article, but because
of it, to the sale of his work ; but if, in consequence of his plain
manner of laying bare the truths, as he understands them—if
the performance of a duty, unpleasant, indeed, but no less a
duty, which he owes to his brethren and the community at large,
must cause the labor of a long life to be regarded as worse
than useless, and the fruits of that labor, the favorite work of
his life, to fall still-born, he will not be deterred from his
course.

It is no answer to the objections urged against Scotch Rite
Masonry, Ancient and Accepted, to be told that this Rose 4
Chapter, and that Rose + Chapter, do not work the degrees
according to the ritual here hinted at, because, as before
stated, various changes have been made, but it is here asserted
that the representations made are, to the full, to be found in the

“old rituals in this country, and the essential portion of them must
be used by all Chapters, who work the degrees, or they have
violated their vows and changed their religion. But the mis-
fortune is, that, for the most part, the degree is not worked, but
communicated, and the recipient may not know, or be able to
fathom the whole scheme.

And now, brethren of the old and true school Masonry, are
you prepared to amalgamate, or enter into compacts with this
Society, who claim to have the Ancient and Accepted Masonry,
and who profess to hold in their body the Sovereigns of all
Masonry ? We have seen the heart-burnings, discord, and con-
fusion introduced into the Grand Lodge of Louisiana, by the
union and fusion of Scotch Rite, and Ancient Craft Masonry,
in 1833. We have seen that, wherever, on the Continent of
Europe, the Scotch Rite has been introduced, every effort has
been made, and generally with success, to root out and super-
ceed the Masonry of our fathers. Must this revolutionary
gystem continue? Can Freemasons, good and true, admit that
it is in the power of men to make innovations in the body of
Masonry ? Can intelligent and consistent Freemasons admit,
that it is lawful and proper to practice Freemasonry, by a new
and modified system ? If there is a reality in Masonry, there
can be but one Masonry, one system, one ritual, one teaching,
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one code of fundamental law; and if that Masonry, that
system, that ritual, that doctrine, and that code of laws, which
have been transmitted to us through the Grand Lodge of Eng-
land, be essentially correct, can we, dare we regard any other
as legal and proper? Can we lose sight of the fact, that if the
Scotch Rite teaches Masonry at all, it is an innovation upon
the body of Masonry. Through the instrumentality of Cheva-
lier Ramsey, a few Jesuit Priests, and Lawrence Dermott, we
have now facked on to Masonry a series of degrees, amounting
to nine in this country, some of which are purely sectarian,
purely Christian, and from which we are compelled to exclude
the true descendents of the twelve tribes—the founders of
Masonry ; and shall we further degrade Freemasonry, by
adopting a system of thirty-three degrees, openly and boldly
proclaiming, as they do, that, though of modern origin, they
teach true Freemasonry, and have the original right to do so?
‘What would become of our solemn engagements to permit no
innovations? What would become of that system of Grand
Lodge government universally adopted since 1717? We are
all pledged not to recognize, as a brother, any one who has not
been made in a legally constituted Lodge ; and, since 1717,
Lodges can be made legal only by authority of Grand Lodges.
It is true that the Grand Lodge of France accommodates all
applicants, whether of the Symbolic, Scotch, or Modern Rite,
but if our old and beloved Order has been down-trodden there,
shall we, too, bow the knee, and yield obedience to this unblush-
ing innovator? Does i