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LOOKING FOR LIGHT.

BY THE EDITOR.

We suppose that when a profane has been initiated, passed and
raised, and is given to understand that the ceremonies through
which he has passed are, so to speak, but the casket in which the
jewels of Masonry are enclosed, the key by the aid of which he
is to find his way to the inner sanctuary and be enabled to work
out for himself the problems that may be presented to him, it is
intended thus to impress upom his mind the fact that the true
light will not reach him unless he plhces himself within the
influence of its rays, and to encourage him to look for and find
light of himself.

We suppose that the object of the many publications on the
subject of Masonry has been not only to disseminate such light
as their authors may have obtained, but to encourage others to
seek, and having found, to divide with brothers and fellows the
results of their findings.

We suppose that the great mass of the Fraternity, constantly
increasing in numbers by accretions from the profane, are not
thoroughly familiar with all that Masonry has to offer in the way of
instruction, do not even know many of the most elementary truths
of its doctrine, and especially have not so thoroughly digested its
system of jurisprudence that they can at once lay hands on the
law and equity of any given case.

‘We suppose that it is better for Masonry, and better for Masons,
that, not knowing, they should seek information, and that those who
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do know should esteem it not only a privilege but a duty to aid
those who are earnestly looking for light with such information as
may be calculated to direct their inquiries in proper channels, and
make the task of searching as pleasant and attractive as possible.

‘We suppose that one of the objects to be attained by Masonic
journalism is the dissemination of instruction on all such points as
may be publicly treated, thus offering & medium for the ready and
prompt solution of difficulties which to the young Mason are
sometimes of very great importance, and a wrong impression of
which might lead him astray on matters of greater moment.

‘We suppose that the editor of a Masonic journal, if he be
conscientious in the discharge of his important duties, if he will
before answering & question take the trouble to ascertain the
authoritative decision on it, has just as good a right to impart the
information in his possession as any other man, and that a Mason
must needs be a Grand Master before his eyes can be opened to the
law, the philosophy, the history, symbolism and teachings of the
institution, is what the subjects of the Sultan call “bosh.”

We take it for granted that the thousands of young men annually
received into Masonry do not at once become experts, though they
may desire to do so; that the mere fact of being placed in possession
of a copy of the by-laws does not qualify them to solve many
apparently simple questions, nor at once place them among those
who ought to know if they don’t; because it is a fact that Masonic
knowledge and Masonic skill can only be attained by industry and
perseverance, and they do not, like the pig in Paddy’s dream, run
about the streets crying “ate me,” “ate me.” It is, therefore,
obviously proper that these young Masons should seek instruction
from those they believe qualified to impart it.

We take it for granted, as a logical sequence of the foregoing,
that when one set of initiates have mastered the rudiments and
got a foothold on the road to proficiency the work of instruction is
by no means completed, but that other initiates having the same
right to knowledge, feeling the same need of light, will in turn
propound the same questions and be entitled to the same answers,
and so on ad infinilum, and that hence when any one finds fault
because some question is nsked with which he is perfectly familiar
he should be reminded that there was a time when he, standing
in nced of that self-same information, was glad to find some one
able and willing to impart it to him. We presume, therefore, that
we shall all agree with Grand Master John Q A. Fellows, of
Louisiana, when he says:

N
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“Although the labors of the past year have been somewhat
arduous, yet in matters of serious moment my official acts have
been comparatively few. Of the minor questions and matters of
business I may refer to letters making inquiry as to some point
of Masonic law, already determined, and to answer which only
required a reference to the authority or a statement of the solution
in general terms. To almost any one familiar by the every-day
experience of years many of the questions would seem too trivial to
require an answer, and yet a moment’s reflection would serve to
convince the wisest of us that our wisdom was in a great measure
acquired by the laudable seeking after knowledge, such as these
inquiries manifest; and hence, instead of being even tacitly repre-
hended as a needless exhibition of ignorance a spirit, a desire for
improvement is manifested, which is in every sense commendable,
and should on all occasions be encouraged.”

It has been well said that there is no royal road to knowledge,
and this saying is specially applicable to Masonic acquisition. We
see daily developments of a desire to know all about the society,
and we see, too, that the zeal thus brought into playis, in a majority
of cases, perverted into a red hot devotion to skill in repeating the
words of the ritual, that in many, many instances a brother who,
by dint of perseverance, at last finds himself able to repeat the whole
phraseology of initiation, puts on the mental strut of a he-pigeon,
and says to himself, “soul, thou art indeed rich, for thou art Master
of Masonry;” while to the most common-place question touching
the history, spirit or law of Masonry he would be unable to reply.

This zeal is not according to knowledge, and needs the directing
hand of experience, that it may be trained to higher and better
purposes; for that is not the most profitable labor which stops at the
front door and leaves all the other parts of the house untouched
and unexplored. The ritual is an excellent thing in its place, and
needs some one or more in each Lodge capable of rehearsing it
with skill and effect, that it may thus pass from one generation
to another as little changed as possible; but this is not the whole
of Masonry, nor is it a worthy exhibition of intellectual skill to be
satisfied with proficiency therein. Mere ritualists will rarely become
exemplars of Masonry in its best sense, because they find greater
opportunity to exhibit their gifts to admiring audiences than they
would if they took post in the ranks of the delvers. And yet,
having passed through a portion of either experience, we can
assure our youthful brethren that there is more real satisfaction
in studying out some question of history, philosophy or law
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than in the most skillful enunciation of the forms of initiation;
more satisfaction in being able to tell why thus or so is the case
than in being able to announce a result in a given form of speech,
without the most distant idea of the why or the wherefore.

‘We suggest, then, to our younger brethren, just setting out on the
voyage of Masonic life, that they should make provision so to dispose
of their labors that a portion of them shall be given to satisfying
the spirit of. inquiry, searching for a reason for the faith which is in
them, seeking to know the law and why it is the law, digging out
each one for himself the grains of knowledge hidden in the symbols
and allegories, being not ashamed to begin at the beginning, looking
after light and dividing the fruit of his researches with those who
are similarly engaged. The columns of this journal and the services
of its editors will always be cheerfully given in aid of those who
thus seek; and none need fear to ask because he may imagine that
some one else has asked the same question before.

‘We by no means pretend to know everything, and are not ashamed
to acknowlege that we are as eagerly looking for light as ever we
were, neither shall we hesitate to receive instruction from even the
youngest apprentice who may succeed in unearthing some item of
knowledge which has hitherto escaped us.

The attrition of thoughts, like the sudden impinging of flint upon
steel, has the quality of evolving fire, and when the spark of light
falls upon minds and hearts prepared for its reception, warmth
and knowledge ensue.

Look at what was called Masonic literature half a century since,
and compare it with the present state of Masonic letters, and an
estimate can be formed of what comes by perseverance. Many
fallacies have been broached, and much written and printed, which
at first glance we might be inclined to think had better remained
in the brains of the writers. We must, however, upon reflection,
concede that upon the whole good has been the general result; for
by them the truth has been made to appear in a clearer light, and
we know that if there were no errors to expose and refute, truth
would grow rusty for want of exercise. Half a century ago Masonry
was, more than anything else, a convivial association, and its great
lessons were drowned in libations or smothered in culinary delights.
For those days it has paid a severas penalty, and out of that penalty
has grown a better, truer ideal. We have learned that we can be
eminently social without being convivial; that we can laugh with
Momus without passing through the temple of Bacchus, and we have
risen to a so much higher appreciation of the Masonic system that,
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as wo now understand it, it will not be made the cover for merely
sensual enjoyment. If there had been no thinkers, no toilers, no
writers, we should not have reached our present level; and unless
we continue to think and speak and write we shall not reach the
next higher step. It is then a duty we owe to ourselves, to each
other and to Masonry, to prosecute the search, to ask for what we
have not, to divide what we have with our brethren, and each,
according to his ability, strive to promote the general good by
earnestly looking for light.

oo

LITTLE BY LITTLE.

TuAaT there is truth in the current phrase that “one half the
world—meaning, doubtless, the people who compose it—does not
know how the other half lives,” is made evident by the experience
of every observer; and many of the readers of this truthful sketch
will be able to furnish, from their own reflections, illustrations
perhaps more apposite than the following, which really has no
merit except that it is true:

Jorx Rooxey is a little, quiet, honest, hard-working Irishman, who
came over to America many years ago, leaving behind him a young
and rather good-looking woman who had, at some previous time,
agreed in the presence of the Parish Priest to accept him for better
or for worse, to.have, hold and—but any lady can supply the formula
better than I, for my practice in that direction has not been sufficient
to impress it indelibly on my memory. Suffice it, then, to say that
she was his wife. They had a little boy—in Ireland a son always
remains a little boy in the eyes and speech of the parents—who
remained with the mother while Jorn went out on the ocean and
over to the free land of America. In due time Jomx arrived at his
new home, and diligently set about gathering the means which
should enable him to call to his side the dear ones he had left in the
pleasant valley of their birth. Diligently he toiled, and carefully
he hoarded his savings: dime by dime and dollar by dollar increased
the store in one of Mary’s cast off stockings, which he had brought
with him to serve the double purpose of a bank-vault and a
remembrancer of those affections which find a place even in the
hearts of the poor, till finally he could send for the loved ones at
Liome; and in due time Mary and the boy arrived safe and sound,
and were taken to the home Jory had provided for them. It was
only a third floor in the rear of a back shanty in Orange street, to
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be sure, but then it was the best he could afford, and Mary was fain
to exchange the free air of her country life for the compound article
that passes for an atmosphere in New York. Nor did she think of
complaining, for even their lowly apartment was made pleasant by
the smile of affection.

So Jorx went forth to his daily labor, the little boy sold papers,
and Mary, not to be idle, opened a “stand” on the sidewalk, in
Broadway, for the sale of fruit. They managed between them to
keep hunger from the door and to pay the monthly installment of
rent, so that the landlord had nothing to say, until finally they were
enabled to move to better quarters, where, once in a while, the sun’s
rays stole through their windows, and they could feel the wind not
much the worse for its travels through the great city.

Meanwhile the years sped onward. The little boy had outgrown
the paper traffic, and gone off to the war never to return. Gray
hairs were mingling with the brown ones that had adorned the
temples of our friend, but still he bravely battled his way, and the
once blithesome Mary, now a staid matron, with all the dignity of
wrinkles and nicely-ironed cap frills, sat by her stand. Summer’s
sun and winter’s frost came and departed, but still she remained,
till those who daily passed came to look upon her pleasant face asa
way-mark, and many a one turned aside to purchase a trifle because
she was an acquaintance, entitled, as it were, to their sympathy and
odd change. . But the end came at last; illness kept Mary from the
stand, and at last the destroyer came, at whose summons she
gathered up her feet and died, and Jos~ was alone.

Months afterward, when preparing to move into less expensive
quarters, he came across a memorandum-book, partly printed and
partly written, which he brought to mefor translation; and when I
told him it was a bank book for more than seven hundred dollars
deposited in o savings’ bank in his name by the lost one, great
beads of perspiration stood on his forehead and tears ran down his
sunburnt cheeks; and when I knew the simple story of his life and
the self-sacrificing spirit of his good wife, who, through so many
difficulties, had laid up this store for her husband in his old age, I
felt that her simple spirit had found its way where angels should
receive it in their radiant choir, and where the good she had done
in secret would openly receive the Father’s benison.

If the brethren would but imitate the spirit of this poor but
earnest woman; would recognize the ultimate value of continuous
effort, however restricted may be its limits; would, day by day and
week by week, lay by something that should go to a general fund to
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be used in making a practical demonstration of our tenets and our
preaching, no man can estimate or measure the real good they could
thus accomplish. If the affiliated Masons of the State of New
York would give five cents a week to a fund to be consecrated to
purely practical benevolence, they would annually contribute about
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars; and surely no brother will
say that he cannot do that. Little by little, brethren, we could
plant monuments all over the country to bear witness to the reality
of our professions and the earnestness of our zeal. Suppose

we try?

“None! Iam a member of no beneficial society,” she replied.
*But I remember,” she continued, “ that my husband has more than
once told me that if I should ever be in distress I might make this
available”—and she drew out a Masonic jewel. “But it is now too
late, I am afraid.”

“Let me see it,” said the officer; and with a skillful eye he
examined the emblem consecrated to Charity, as the token of
brotherly affection. The officer was a Mason; he knew the name
of the deceased, and recognized his standing.

“ We will see,” said the officer, * what effect this will have, though
the landlord is no Mason. Who is your clergyman?”’ Thke widow
told him. The clergyman was a Mason.

The attachment of goods was relinquished for a moment. The
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officer went to the clergyman, made known the distress of the
widow, and her claims through Masonry.

“And who,” said the clergyman, *is the landlord?” and the
constable informed him.

“Ah!” said the clergyman, “does his religion teach him to set us
no better example? We must show him what Masonry requires at
our hands. I have spent all of the last payment of my salary, but
here is my note at a short date for the amount due; the landlord
will scarcely refuse that.”

In twenty minutes the rent was paid. The kind-hearted officer
forgave his fees, and perhaps gave more, and the widow and the
orphans blessed Gop for the benefits which they had enjoyed
through Masonry. What a reaction in the feelings of that destitute
mother and her children! but how much more exquisite, how beyond
all price and all appreciation, must have been the delight of the
clergyman and the officer? True Masonry, my brethren, affords to
its children the rich luxury of doing good. The tears of grateful
joy which the widow shed were made brilliant by the smiles of her
relieved children, and became jewels of Masonry, whose price is
above rubies. How lovely, how exalted, is the Charity which has
such objects! it elevates its exercisers to a participation of labor
with him who is the Father of the fatherless, and the widow’s Gop

and guide.

THE MARCH OF LIFE.

OxWARD be thy motto ever,
Bearing well this truth in mind:

Those who falter conquer never,
And the laggarts walk behind.

Willing hearts are staunch and able,
Yielding reeds the winds will check;

Slender threads compose the cable
That preserves the ship from wreck.

Seconds lost cost reputation,
Indecision years of pain;

And a moment’s hesitation
Oft a lifetime to regain.



SAMUEL SEABURY, D. D,

THE FIRST EPISCOPAL BISHOP IN AMERICA.

Rev. SamueL SeaBURY, D. D, first bishop of Connecticut and Rhode
Island, and also the first consecrated bishop in America, was born
near New London, Connecticut, in 1728, and graduated at Yale
College in 1751. His father had been a Congregational minister,
but changed his ecclesiastical connection and became the rector of
the Episcopal church at Hempstead, on Long Island. Here his son
SamueL was appointed his assistant and catechist as early as 1748,
with a salary of ten pounds a year.

At this period the contest between Puritanism and Prelacy was so
bitter and virulent, in the Anglo-American colonies, that it became
the key-note to political liberty. A “society for propagating the
Gospel in foreign parts” had been established in England in 1701,
which was believed by the Puritans of New England to be a mere
disguise for the introduction into America of lords spiritual, with
hated tithes and oppressive hierarchy.

After young Seasury had graduated at Yale, he was recommended

*Extract from a work of great value and interest, just published, entitled
*“WasaiNagToN AND HIS Masonic CoMpeers.” By SioNey Havpen. With an
original Portrait of WasHINGTON, ete.
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as rector for a vacant church in New Brunswick, New Jersey, and in
1753 he proceeded to England to receive orders from the Episcopal
authorities there. He returned to America in the following year,
as rector of the church at New Brunswick; but in 1757 he was
removed to the church at Jamaica, Long Island, and in December,
1766, was instituted, at his own request, rector of St. Peter’s church
in Westchester, New York.

As the religious and political controversies of that period were
closely interwoven, many of the Episcopal clergy in America, and
among them Bro. SEaBURY, entered strongly into the field of pelemic
warfare. He wrote political pamphlets, under the nom de plume of
“A Farmer.” These were widely circulated, and gave great offense
to the liberals, or “Sons of Liberty,” as they were called, while they
were much applauded by the loyalists.

This was the commencement of the American Revolution, and a
party of Whigs, from Connecticut, who were bitterly incensed against
Bro. Seasury and other loyalists, crossed over to Westchester, took
them prisoners, and carried them to New Haven; but they were
soon reclaimed by the provincial authorities of New York, ag they
deemed it an unwarrantable action in the then existing state of
affairs, more especially the removal and imprisonment of Bro.
SEaBURY, ““considering his ecclesiastic character,” say they, “which,
perhaps, is venerated by many friends of liberty, and the severity
that has been used toward him may be subject to misconstructions
prejudicial to the common cause.” ‘

Bro. Seasury was accordingly set at liberty, and returned to his
parish; but here he was subject to occasional visits from armed
parties, who would offer one hundred dollars for the discovery
of that “vilest of miscreants, ‘A Farmer.”” Independence being
declared, he considered it more prudent to close his church, as he
determined there should be “neither prayers nor sermon until he

‘could pray for the king.”

This was the period during which 'WaserNeTox held possession of
the city of New York, and nearly all the Episcopal churches in the
northern colonies were closed by their rectors, as their customary
prayers for the king and royal family gave great offense to the
patriots of that day, who could see in them only a stubborn and
servile adherence to English tyranny. That King Georee needed
prayers they probably did not doubt, but these they evidently
desired should be for his conversion rather than his confirmation.

When WasnaixeToN evacuated New York, after the battle of Long
Island, in 1776, Bro. Seasury withdrew within the British lines, and
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was engaged by General CrixToN, in furnishing plans and maps of .
the roads and streams in the county of Westchester, to assist the
British army in their movements. He also served as a chaplain in a
regiment of loyalists, commanded by Col. Fanning, called the “King’s
American Regiment.” This regiment was stationed in New York,
and Bro. SeaBury continued to reside there until the return of peace.

Bro. SeaBury was a Mason, but we have never learned when or
where he was made one. Local and Millitary Lodges existed in
New York while the British troops held possession of that city, and
recorfls still exist which show that they not only held their stated
communications, but that the Masonic festivals of St. Jorx were
observed by them. The pre-revolutionary Provincial Grand Lodge
of New York, having become extinct during the war, a new Pro-
vincial Grand Lodge was established in the city of New York in
1782, under a warrant from the Grand Lodge of Ancients in London,
bearing date, September 5, 1781, and before this Grand Lodge Bro.
SeaBury delivered an addres'é, December 27, 1782, as seen by the
following record of that body:

“ Resolved, unanimously, that the thanks of this Lodge be given to
our Rev. Bro. Dr. Seasury, for his sermon delivered this day, before
this and other Lodges, convened for the celebration of St. Joux the
Evangelist.

That the thanks of this Lodge be presented to Rev. Dr. IngLis,
rector of New York, for the very polite and obliging manner in
which he has accommodated this and other Lodges with the use of
St. Pauvr'’s chapel, for the celebration of Divine services this day.”

In the following June, the “ Loyal American Regiment,” of which
Bro. Seapury was chaplain, received a warrant for a new Militaxy
Lodge, and of this, it is probable, he was also a member.

In 1784, he went to England to obtain consecration as a bishop,
but meeting with some difficulties at the hands of the English
dignitaries, he proceeded to Scotland, where he was consecrated
at Aberdeen, in November, by some non-juring bishops, as the first
bishop of America. He returned to this country and settled in
New London, near his native town, as the first bishop of Connecticut
and Rhode Island, and continued to discharge his duties as such in
an exemplary manner until his death. He died February 25, 1796.
His monument stands in the churchyard at New London, bearing
this inscription:

“Here lyeth the body of Samuer Seasury, D. D., Bishop of Con-
necticut and Rhode Island, who departed from this transitory scene,

February 25, Anno Domini 1796, in the sixty-eighth year of his age,
and the twelfth of his Episcopal consecration.
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Ingenious without pride, learned without pedantry, good without
severity, he was duly qualified to discharge the duties of the Christian
and the bishop. In the pulpit he enforced religion; in his conduct
he exemplified it. The poor he assisted with his charity; the ignorant
he blessed with his instruction. The friend of men, he ever designed
their good; the enemy of vice, he ever opposed it. Christian, dost
aspire to happiness? Seasury has shown the way that leads to it.”

Bro. SeaBury received his degree of Doctor of Divinity from the
college of Oxford in England, and he became entitled to a fund of
one thousand pounds, which had been left by Archbishop TexN1sox
in his will, in 1715, toward maintaining the first bishop who should
be settled in America. This fund was afterward increased by an
equal amount, left in the same manner, for that purpose, by
Archbishop Skcker; but we do not know whether Bro. Seasury ever
received or applied for it.

That he continued his support to the Masonic Fraternity, until his
death, is seen from a sermon which he preached at the installation
of Somerset Lodge at Norwich, Connecticut, June 24, 1795, before
o special session of the Grand Lodge of that State. This he
published, with the following dedication to WasmiNnaTON:

“To the Most Worshipful President of the UNiTeEp StaTES OF
AMErica, the following discourse is respectfully inscribed,
By his affectionate brother, and most devoted servant,
SAMUEL SEABURY.”

From the above dedication, we are induced to believe that in his
later yeal:s this distinguished bishop and good brother prayed as
fervently and heartily for GEoree WasaINGTON a8 in former years
for the royal GeoraEe of England.

Bro. Bishop Seasury was succeeded, in 1797, by the Right Rev.
Asraman Jarvis, D. D, a native of Norwalk. He was born May 5,
1739, gradudted at Yale, in 1761, and became rector of the Episcopal
church in Middletown about 1764. There he remained until after
he was consecrated as bishop in the place of Bro. Skasury. In
1798 he was appointed Grand Chaplain of the Grand Lodge of
Connecticut. In 1799 he left Middletown, and removed to Cheshire,
and from thence to New Haven, in 1803, where he died, May 3, 1813,
at the age of seventy-three years. The first Episcopal ordination in
the United States was by Bishop Seanury, that of the Rev. AsupeL
Bavpwiy, in 1785. Bro. Barowin was the first Grand Chaplain of
the Grand Lodge of Connecticut, and interested himself much in
the prosperity of the Craft. He died at Rochester, New York,
February 8, 1846, at the age of eighty-nine years.



THE INVISIBLE SHIELD.

BY A PAST MASTER.

In the year 183, the writer of this was a resident in the town
of K——, one of the many new places then springing into existence
in the luxuriant West. Some thousand inhabitants already consti-
tuted what the sanguine proprietors anticipated was but the germ
of that mighty growth of population which in a few years was to
make K—— a great city. Business and residence “lots” were
freely bought and sold in the market, and speculation ran in a
stream which had the seeming of a river of prosperity, bearing all
who would embark upon it to the wide ocean of wealth, inde-
pendence and luxury. Alas! how has the lapse of ten fleeting
years dissipated the hopes then indulged in, whelming the gay
dreamers in bankruptcy and ruin! The paper fortunes amassed
at the time I speak of have vanished into thin air, and K——, instead
of flouting the heavens with “the gorgecous palaces” of a city,
groweth rank weeds in its market-places. Its glory hath departed
with the reign of speculation, and the present dwellers there no
more resemble the people who founded it than does the lonely
barn-door fowl the gorgeous bird of Paradise.

A glorious set were those early founders of the now quiet town
of K——1 Fashion did then, and there amongst, establiph a vice-
dukedom of her empire, and Pleasure busied herself in devising
new ways to spur old gaffer Time along in his course over this dull
and lagging world. Dance, and song, and wine, and the inspiration
of woman’s beauty, all were laid under contribution; and for a year
or two the tone of society in K—— went “ as merry as a marriage-
bell.” I cannot but sigh when I remember those “good old times,”
and look upon the change which hath been wrought in the worldly
condition of those who were the principal actors therein. Many
of the gallants of those days have been metamorphosed into sober
married gentlemen—the meek fathers of half scores of children,
and patient delvers in the mine of life’s realities; some have settled
down into antiquated, hopeless and subdued old bachelors; others
have emigrated to Texas, that El Dorado of the desperate and the
adventurous, and become Congressmen or Indian fighters under
the single-starred Republic; others again, who were once accounted
“bucks of the first water,” have gradually subsided through all the
gradations of adverse fortune; until finally they rest secure from
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any further reverse of the fickle goddess, in the slough of pure,
unmixed loaferism; while upon the breasts of some, whose hearts
once exulted in the bnoyant snticipation of length of years and
fullness of joy yet to come, rest the green clods of the valley.
Such are the shiftings of life’s kaleidoscope.

Among, but distinguished above all, those to whom I have
alluded was my young friend Harry L ‘With a remarkably
fine person he united manners the most engaging. Not destitute
of elegance and grace, there was, also, about him an unaffected
and manly frankness which at once won the heart. Warm, generous
and quick in his susceptibilities, a tale of distress or of wrong
could at any time command his purse to relieve, or his right hand
to avenge. One or two more points added to his character, and it
would have been a perfect one. But he lacked that steady, constant,
stern self-control, the absence of which frequently turns even the
good traits of a nature such as his into vices. He possessed, in
short, passions as fervid as his sensibilities were lively, and by
some he would have been called a roué. And yet Harry L——
was not that monster, the cold-blooded, flattering destroyer of
innocence. No one had a more exalted reverence, in the abstract,
for female purity and virtue, or could sooner have been wrought
upon to become the avenger of a deliberate seduction. But he
was not proof against temptation; and when once the unholy
passion was kindled, his pursuit was eager, headlong, impetuous,
antil gratification brought with it reflection, and reflection remorse
—deep, pungent and bitter. Harry L———, more than any person
[ ever kuew, needed some constant secre! monilor, whose voice
should be more potential than, alas! that of conscience often is,
unaided by religion, and drowned by the hot flow of youthful blood.
That monitor he found in , but I will not anticipate.

Among the many beauties of K——, at the time at which I write,
was Helen S———  She was, indeed, a being to intoxicate and
madden a youthful imagination. A form surpassing in its voluptuous
ripeness and symmetry those of all other women—a complexion of
that warm, rich brunette, which is peculiar to the passionate South
—a clustering profusion of curls, black as the raven’s wing, shading
a neck and bosom of surpassing beauty—with eyes dark as midnight,
large, and lustrous with the light of the feelings of the girl of
sixteen—she presented o vision as alluring to the refined sensualist
as one of the houris of the pagan paradise to the followers of
Mahomet. She was the daughter of a widow in reduced circum-
stances, and unfortunately had been destitute, almost from childhood,
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of all other guardianship or protection than that of a vain, weak
mother, and such as might be derived from that  InvisteLe SHIELD,”

¢ Which none but Oraflsmen ever saw,”

but which, nevertheless, under Providence, has saved thousands
from a course of ‘life, than which death were preferable. Young,
ardent and guileless in her feelings, a neglected—or rather, I should
say, an ill-judged education—had given just that tone and com-
plexion to her mind which fitted her to become an easy prey to
the experienced voluptuary, while her extraordinary beauty and
cequivocal position in society, exposed her in a peculiar degree to
the attempts of the designing.

* * * * * *

I know not how it was that Harry L———and Helen S—8—
should have so often happened to meet each other,and be found
wandering together under the soft moonlight. But so it was:—
night after night, by the side of that quiet stream, did I see them
on their solitary stroll. Night after night, as I hovered upon the
footsteps of that beautiful and unguarded being, did I overhear the
warm and burning sentiments that fell from his lips, in language
eloquent, it is true, but deriving its inspiration from a passion to
which Bulwer’s genius has lent the divinity of Love, but which is,
nevertheless, “of the earth earthy”—and I trembled for the
consequences.

* * * * * *

The midnight hour was past. Helen S——— had lain her soft
cheek upon the pillow, beneath her mother’s humble roof, and was
dreaming of one whom, in her fond and simple credulity, she had
began to regard as a lover/

In another quarter of the town, the members of an Ancrexr
Frateryity had met together upon an important occasion. It was
to receive into full communion a noviciate, who had served the
period of his probation to the satisfaction of the fathers of the
Order. The solemn rite was ended—the mystery revealed—the
sacred duties expounded and assumed; and as the fair dreamer in
that humble dwelling, smiling in her sleep, murmured the name of
Harry L , he left, for the first time, the door of the solemn
temple dedicated to Friendship and Benevolence—A BroTBER!

* * * * * *
“Harry, my dear fellow, do you intend to marry Helen S————2”
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said I the next evening, as, according to our wont, we were enjoying
the fragrance of a fine Habana after supper on the balcony of our
hotel.

“Marry her!—certainly not. She’s a delightful creature—has a
form like Venus, and a deal of passionate romance, with a mind
that might, under proper training, have made her a superb woman.
I'm confoundedly in love with her, but have not for a moment
indulged the preposterous idea of making that silly milliner mother
of her’s ma belle mere.”

“ Then, in that case, I must forbid the continuance of those long
and dangerous moonlight rambles. Helen S ig, it is true,
the daughter of a milliner; and the society around you would
probably laugh were you to make her your wife; but then she is the
DAUGHTER OF A * * * |7

To the initiated need I say more? These few words lost to Helen
S———a lover ; but they also gained for her a friend, who was
unto her even as a brother. And when, some years afterward, her
mother died, leaving her an isolated orphan in the world, to find
an asylum in the family of one who had knoun her father—and
when a noble-hearted fellow of a princely fortune, meeting with
her, and attracted by the beauty of mind, (which Harry L s
fraternal providence of books and instructors had brought about,)
as well as by the Juno-like majesty of her person, offered his heart
and hand—and when they were married, and all the crusty and
malicious old maids and scheming mammas in the neighborhood
were mad and jealous enmough at her good fortune—wondering,
as they did in general conclave, how one so poor and pretty should
not have been abandoned—and insinuating that she “was’nt used to
be” thought any better than she ought to have been “no how,”
together with divers other such uncharitable surmises and insinua- -
tions—I say, when all these things came to pass, the spiteful gossips
did not know it, but there were those who could have told, that,
notwithstanding her apparently unprotected and perilous sitnation,
there had ever been around her and about her continually the sure
protection of Tae INvVISIBLE SHIELD.

All along the highway of the past there are thickly strewn the
footprints of the things which have been ; stamped in the crimson
records of desolating war—or chiseled on the storied monument—or
traced on the tell-tale parchment—to which the historian may turn
for the warp and woof out of which to weave the web of the' world’s

cventful story.



INCIDENT OF THE WAR.

. A MASONIC BKETCH, BY A. G. MACKEY, D. D.

Creraw is a considerable village, or perhaps, rather, a small
country town, in the northern part of South Carolina, but a few
niiles from the confines of the neighboring State of North Carolina.
Gen. SHERMAN'S victorious army passed through it and remained
some days in the month of February, 1865. The inhabitants were,
of course, subjected to all the losses and sufferings which in all
ages and in all countries have been consequent upon the inroad of
a trinmphant army into the region of what it deems a peculiarily
hostile foe. But even amid the excitement of angry and mercenary
passions, which always prevail to too great an extent among the
soldiers of an invading and conquering host, the still small voice of
Masonry will be heard and felt.

Dr. D———, an intelligent Mason, and a most worthy citizen of
Cheraw, has related to me the following anecdote, which I give
almost in his own words:

“Some time previous to the appearance of Gen. SHERMAN’S army,”
said the doctor, “I transported from my plantation to my residence
in Cheraw a large amount of provisions, which I had caused to be
stored, for safe keeping, in the attic rooms of my dwelling-house.
There were living with me at the time my wife and my children,
and a lady who was a distant relative, all dependent on me for
support. On the day after the appearance of the army in the
town, I was standing at the door of my mansion, when an officer
approached, accompanied by a guard, and followed by a large
baggage wagon. He introduced himself as Lieut. B——, of
‘Wisconsin, when the following conversation took place:

‘Have you any specie in your house ?’

‘I have not.’

‘Have you any gold or silver?’

“Yes, I have a gold watch, and my wife has another; and I have
the usual plate of a respectable family—some silver forks and spoons,
and things of that kind.’

‘Well, I will attend to those matters in time. What provisions
have you in the house?’

‘About enough to last my family a year.’

*Show them to me.’

I conducted him to the attic-room, followed by my wife, and he
nccompanied by his guard and soldiers. He looked at the goodly

2



26 INCIDENT OF THE WAR.

display of wheat, and maise, and bacon, and corned beef, and then
said:

‘I have an order from Gen. Saerman to take all your provisions,
except rations for ten days for your family. Men, set to work and
fill the wagon.’

Ilooked on with consternation. The idea of being left with only
ten days’ provisions, all means of transportation taken away, the
railroad and bridges destroyed, and the possibility, therefore, of
getting a fresh supply, was anything but & delectable prospect, as it
afforded in the future a very closely approaching picture of actual
starvation. But I thought that if he were a Mason there was still
some hope of saving myself and family from the threatened ruin;
and for the first time in my life, long as I have been a member of
the Order, I determined to have recourse to it for that aid which it
had promised to be in time of peril and danger.

I commenced, therefore, in the mute but expressive language of
our institution, to inquire if Lieut. B——— was a brother of the
mystic tie. To my first signals he promptly responded, and ina
few minutes I was convinced that he was a Master Mason. I pro-
ceeded in the same mysterious manner with my investigations, and
was satisfied that he was also a Royal Arch Companion, and one
bright too in the ritual. Having learned thus much, I resolved to
try the experimentum crusis, and to make that last appeal, to which
T hoped he would not be inattentive; for upon it was founded my
hope of food for my wife and children.

The position of things at this time was thus: I was standing in
the center of the room where the provisions were stored; on my
right hand was my wife, opposite to me was the lieutenant; the
soldiers had just left with the first load of provisions, which they
were conveying to the wagon below. I availed myself of the
opportunity afforded by their absence, and by the fact that my wife
was intently looking on the floor in a pensive attitude, to-move back
a step and to make that signal to which no true Mason can, without
perjury, refuse to respond. )

The lieutenant, as he recognized the hail, seemed for a moment
surprised, and perhaps confused. He turned rapidly on his heel
and retreated to a window, where he sat down and leaned his head
upon his hand, apparently in deep thought. After a few minutes
the soldiers, who had deposited their first load in the wagon,
returned, and were preparing to throw another load upon their
shoulders. At that moment the lieutenant rose from his seat, and

in a gruff voice, exclaimed:
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‘Men! put those things down. You can go.”’ In response to
their look of surprise, he continued, ‘I guess there isn’t more here
than is sufficient for the family.’

The soldiers departed empty-handed, and with them their com-
manding officer. As he passed out of the door he whispered to the
sergeant, who had previously been placed there as a guard over the
premises. What that "whisper ‘meant I soon learned. After the
officer’s departure, the sergeant approached me, and in a respectful
manner asked if I could accommodate him with a place to sleep.
I replied in the affirmative, when he said:

¢Another man will soon be here to relieve me, but the lieutenant
has given me orders to remain in the house and protect it from any
depredations by stragglers.’

The mystic sign had prevailed. I was left not with ten days’, but
with more than ten months’ provisions; my silver and gold were
untouched; and my house, under the careful guardianship of the
sergeant, was never molested during the remaining stay of the army.

I never saw Lieut. B——— again, said Dr. K , concluding
his tale, but this I know of him, that, whoever he was he was a
good and trne Mason.”

No Mason who reads this little story will, we imagine, refuse his
ussent to the proposition.

“The heavens declare the glory of Gop; and the firmament showeth
his handiwork. Day unto day uttereth speech; and night unto night
showeth knowledge.” Psalm xix., 1, 2. Whoever attentively regards
the heavens must be struck with admiration at the view of this mag-
nificent work of the Creator. How beautiful is the azure vault sus-
pended above the earth; in the day variegated by clouds, and by night
resplendent with thousands of stars, and luminous with the moon’s
silvery radiance! We contemplate this grand spectacle with awe and
sublime emotion; we consider with wonder the immensity of space,
whosebeginning and end we cannot discover, where orbs innumerable,
of different degrees of magnitude, roll their spheres one beyond
another in their prescribed circles, till distance forbids the eye to
penetrate farther in the boundless expanke; and the mind owns its
limited powers, while it ponders, in silent astonishment, upon the
Supreme Being who made the heaven and the earth.

He who does not find his heart warmed with love toward all
mankind should never strive to be made a Freemason, for he cannot
exercise brotherly love.



ALICE, OR THE FREEMASON’S CHILD.

Many have been the poets who have sung of the transient, but
all-inspiring glories of the summer—many have been the romantic
writers, too, who have eulogized the refreshing sweetness of a July
evening, beneath the rich twilight of which the heroes of their tale
have breathed the undying attachment of some young and unsus-
pecting passion! And, in very truth, it is a theme worthy of any
genuine worshiper of “the Nine,” or of the many keepers with
whom rests, as though it were part of their very existence, the
richness of legendary lore.

It was on such a night—all nature appeared redolent with its
multiplied blessings and attractions, that a gentleman, known to the
writer of this simple narrative—a sketch of life in one of those
scenes of reality which are occasionally enacted in sublunary spheres
—met with one on whom the fullness of female charms seemed to
have shed their loveliness in a degree far beyond the commonality
of her sex. She was young—scarcely had seen the eighteenth
return of her advent to this world of mingled joy and sorrow; yet
was there something in her bearing—the beaming of her intellectual
countenance, which at once told the lofty towering of her thoughts,
and her capability to feel—to cherish—the intensity of human
passion. _

The spot on which they met was calculated to draw forth a rich
estimate of this world’s brightest possessions. The charm of
antiquity attached itself to a country mansion—the simplest of its
many adornments had stood the test of centuries; there was
scarcely o stone upon that old domain that was not rich in some
memento of the past. Modern taste, too, was not wanting to afford
an interesting contrast to by-gone recollections, and historic glories
recurred, at every step, to minds full of thought, of interest, and
imaginative skill. It was the spot—the season—the girl—when love
forced itself, with irresistible power, upon the sensibilities of one,
to whom “station’ had denied everylhing but the will to love!

Our hero met the guileless daughter of patrician birth—they
spoke, and loved!

* x * * * *

A few short years have passed away, and the “mansion” is

forsaken for the “cottage.” He who once was lord of many broad
acres is but an humble pensioner upon another’s bounty. Yet still
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his child—the nursiing of his heart’s best affections—the motherless
offspring of a proud and haughty alliance—tends the author of her
being with the devotedness of a daughter’s love! What matters
it to her that her father’s too sanguine hopes have wrecked on the
ocean of commercial enterprise, the wealth that might have pur-
chased for them both the homage of a multitude? Money! thou art
the curse of thousands! Money! thou art still the treasure which
millions covet.

The poor man still was proud. He, who once had his gaundy
equipages and liverietl lackies, bore, in the decline of his fortune,
the front of “heralded” honor; and he knew it.

* * * * * *

Another pause, and the cottage in the country was succeeded by
the “garret” of the Metropolis. "Twas a fearful change to one so
préud—to another, lovely beyond compeer, even in her solitude
and poverty. There was now no “’tiring maid,” the humblest
garment, self-made, self-adjusted, spoke of sad reverses—of the
blank of misery. At last, the proud poor man became afflicted with
sickness. His last guinea was in his purse. To die was nothing,
were he alone—the parish might ungraciously consign him to the
pauper’s sepulcher, and he grieveot, when the “cold corpse” was
far-beyond the reach of mortal contumely and disregard. But for
his daughter! Let no pen attempt to trace the anguish of that
thought at such a moment.

* * * * * *

“Oh! Avuick, water, or I die!” The female hand that had waved
its magic influence in gilded saloons now administered to the
parched lips of a dying Christian the broken pitcher. This was the
daughter of the self-same man who, years ago, had forbidden the
love of a “plebian” medical practitioner, the one who is the hero of
our page. Fever raged high within the apartment of that sinking
soul. To purchase aid no human means were now available; and
then, to sue for charity were to combat with a thousand denials,
to which former “arrogance” presented difficulties that brought
rejection in their train. Full of agony, a desperate step was
taken. A neighboring surgery was sought and found. She who
was previously the heiress of the mansion met the rejected one—
help was afforded—sickness was relieved—health was restored—
the progress of time developed such signs and symbols, that a
“Mason’s bairn” found beneath the portal of a rich and valued
practitioner of the “healing art” the shelter of a “Mason’s wife.”



THE SHIPWRECKED MARINER.

Ir was in a tempestuous portion of the year 1790 that a large ship,
which was making a slow progress up the Baltic Sea, found itself
suddenly wrapt in one of those wild gales that come down from
the mountain gaps, sacrificing nearly all that stood in its course,

and .
¢ Reared up the Baltic to a foaming fury.”

In this situation, after gallant resistance to the tempest, the
overladen vessel succumbed, and man after man was swept from the
deck, and carried onward “down the wind,” to be dashed upon
rocks of a lee-shore, or to be buried fathoms below the stormy
surface. When at length the vessel struck upon the shelving shore,
toward which she had drifted, the remaining portion of the crew
lashed themselves to the spars, and awaited the surge that should
wash them from the deck; it came booming onward: of the few that
had been spared thus far, only the master of the vessel reached the
land. He reached it exhausted, inanimate; his first recognition was
the kindly care of a friend, in the chamber of a sordid hovel—
a chamber whose darkness was dispelled by the light of friendship,
and where pains were assuaged by the attention of one pledged to
help, aid and assist. "

The first word of the sufferer was responded to by the kindly
voice of a Mason; unintelligible, indeed, excepting in the language
of Masonry. Distance of birth and variety of profession constituted
no bar to their humanity. The utter ignorance of each of the
other’s vernacular language, hindered not the delightful communion.
A little jewel that rested on the bosom of the shipwrecked mariner
denoted his Masonic character; kindness, fraternal goodness and
love were the glorious response; and when the watchful and untiring
benevolence of the Swedish Mason had raised up the sufferer from
the bed of pain and suffering, true Masonic charity supplied his
purse with the means of procuring passage to London, whence a
return to the United States was easy.

et oms—

«You had better ask for manners than money,” said a finely-
dressed gentleman to & beggar who asked for a}ms. T asked for
what I thought you had the most of,” was the reply of the little

mendicant.

‘WEe gain nothing by falsehood, but the disadvantage of not being
believed when we speak the truth.




INCIDENT IN THE LIFE OF WASHINGTON.

Durme the latter part of the American Revolution, a mercantile
house was established at the instance of Bro. BexsaMix FraNgLix
(who was a Freemason and Master of the first Lodge ever held in
Pennsylvania), in the city of Nantz, by Erraxam Warsox, who
associated himself with a Frenchman by the name of Cassovr. The
object of the house was to receive the consignment of all the
American vessels that escaped the English cruisers, and dispose of
the cargoes of tobacco, etc., and return French fabrics, cotton,
silk, etc., but more particularly to furnish supplies of arms and
ammaunition to the continental service. At that time WasnivaTox
was known as a distinguished member of the Fraternity in Virginia.
Messrs. Watson & Cassour (the firm before mentioned) carried a
magnificent set of Masonic ornaments to be embroidered by the
nuns at an adjacent convent, who excelled in their execution of gold
and silver tissue, and sent the same with a letter of thanks to
‘WasHaINGTON for his glorious efforts in the cause of independence,
and noble sacrifice of his own preferment, to the welfare of his
country. The following is his reply:

“GeNTLEMEN: The Masonic ornaments which accompanied your
brotherly address, January 23, last, though elegant in themselves,
were rendered more valuable by the flattering sentiments and affec-
tionate manner in which they were presented. If my endeavors to
arrest the evil with which the country was threatened by a deliberate
plan of tyranny, shopyld be crowned with the success that is wished,
the praise is due to the Grand Architect of the Universe, who did
not see fit to suffer his superstructure and justice to be subjected
to the ambition of the Princes of this world, or the rod of oppression
in the hands of any person upon earth. For your affectionate vows,
permit me to be grateful, and offer mine for true Brethren in all parts
of the world, and to assure you of the sincerity with which I am
yours,

GEro. 'WasHINGTON.

Messrs. Warsox & Cassour, East of Nantz.”

Charity is the most brilliant jewel with which Masonry adorns
herself. This stands pre#minent among the virtues that Gop, in his
holy word, calls on man to practice.
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THE YOUNG OXONIAN AND PROFESSOR PORSON.

Porsox was once traveling in a stage-coach, when a young Oxonian,
fresh from college, was amusing the ladies with a variety of talk, and,
amongst other things, with a quotation, as he said, from SoprocLEs.
A Greek quotation, and in a coach, too! roused our slumbering
Professor from a kind of dog-sleep, in a snug corner of the vehicle.
Shaking his ears and rubbing his eyes, “I think, young gentleman,
said he, “you favored us just now with a quotation from Sorrocres;
I did not happen to recollect it there.” ¢Oh, sir,” replied our tyro,
“the quotation is word for word as I have repeated it, and in
SorrocLES, too; but I suspect, sir, it is some time since you were at
college.” The Professor, applying his hand to his great coat, and
taking out a small pocket edition of SopmocLEs, coolly asked him if
he would be kind enough to show him the passage in question in
that little book. After rummaging the pages some time, he replied,
“«Upon second thoughts, I now recollect that the passage is in
Eurieioes.”  “Then, perhaps, sir,” said the Professor, putting his
hand again into his pocket, and handing him a similar edition of
Evurreipes, “you will be so good as to find it for me in that little
. book.” The young Oxonian returned again to his task, but with no
further success, muttering, however, to himself, “curse me if ever
I quote Greek again in a coach.” The tittering of the ladies
informed him that he had got into a hobble. At last, “bless me,
sir,” he said, “how dull I am! I recollect now, yes, yes, I perfectly
remember, that the passage is in ZAscmvius.” The inexorable
Professor returned again to his inexhaustible pocket, and was in
the act of handing him an AscryLus, when our astonished Freshman
vociferated, “Stop the coach—holloah, coachman! let me out, I say,
instantly—lot me out; there’s a fellow here has got the whole
Bodleian library in his pocket; let me out, I say—let me out; he

must be PorsoN, or the devil.”
———

Durivg the troubles, a Master and the Wardens of a Lodge were
imprisoned, and subsequently brought before the judges, when they
declared upon oath that their meetings were altogether unconnected
with religion or politics; and to prove their case, they offered to
initiate any of the tribunal. The presiding sccretary volunteered,
and upon his report the entire magistracy became Freemasons!
From that period all prohibitory proclamations were withdrawn,
aud the Order became protected by the laws, excepting in the
proviaces under the sway of the Emperor Charles the Sixth.
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G

¢ This letter is deservedly
P regarded as one of the wmost
¥ sacred of the Masonic em-
blems. Where it is used,
however,as a symbol of deity,
it must be remembered that it is the
Saxon representative of Hebrew Yod and
the Greek Tau—the initial letters of the
Eternal in those languages. This symbol
proves that Freemasonry always prose-
cuted its labors with reference to the grand
ideas of Infinity and Eternity. DBy the
lotter G—which conveyed to the minds
of the Lrethren, at the samo time, the idea
of God and that of Geometry—it bound
heaven to earth, the divine to the human,
and the infinite to the finite. Masous are
taught to regard the Universe as the
grandest of all symbols, revealing to men,
in all ages, the ideas which are eternally
revolving in the mind of the divinity, and
which it is their duty to reproduce in their
own lives and in the world of art and
industry. Thus God and Geometry, the
material worlds and the spiritual spheres,
were constantly united in the speculations
of the ancient Masons. They, conse-
quently, labored earnestly and unwenri-
edly, not only to construct cities, and
embellish them with maguificent edifices,
but also to build up a temple of great
and divine thoughts and of ever-growing
virtues for the soul to dwell in. The
symbolical letter G—
s « & «That Hieroglyphic bright,
‘Which none but Craftsmen ever saw,’’

and before which every true Mason rever-
ently uncovers, and bows his head—is &
perpetual condemnation of profanity,
impiety, and vice. No brother who has
bowed before that emblem can be profanc.
He will never speak the name of the Grand
Master of the universe but with reverence,
respect and love. He will learn, by study-
ing the mystic meaning of the letter G,
to model his life after the divine plan; and,
thus instructed, he will strive to be like
God in the activity and earnestness of

his benevolence, and the broadness nnd'

cfficiency of his charity.

GARDANT. In Heraldry, a full-faced
position, or in the act of
looking at an observer; a
term appplied to an animal
thus represented, whether
passant, rampant, or other-
wise. Re-gardant, when
looking backwards.

GARTER, OnpEr oF THE. The highest
order of Knighthood in Great Britain.
The precise date of the organization of
this noble Order cannot now be traced
with certainty; and in the absence of all
authentic records, fable and tradition
have Leen called in to supply their place.
The public records afford no reliable
information on this interesting topic, and
the annals ot the Order itself are, for
several centuries, exceedingly imnperfect.

STAR OF THE ORDER.

Sir Bernard Burke, who has devoted
patient research on this subject, says:
““The statutes of Edward III. have per-
ished long ago, and the so-called copies
of them bear internal marks of having
been compiled at a much later period.
The register, generally known as the
Black Book, though treating the Order
from its foundation, was not drawn up in
its present form till near the end of Henry
the VIIIth's reign, when its history begins,
for the first time, to ussume precision and
regularity.” Selden fixes, as the founda-
tion of the garter, St. George's day, in the
18th year of King Edward IIL, and this
statement is corroborated by Froissart.
The account given by the old Chronicler
is, as is usual with him, so naive and so
vivid that, like a painting, it brings the
whole scene at once before our eyes: ‘At
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this time there came into the mind and
will of King Edward of England that he
would cause to be made and reérected
the Great Castle of Windsor, which King
Arthur had formerly made and founded,
where first was begun and established the
noble ‘Round Table,' of which were so
many good and valiant men and Knights,
who went forth and toiled in arms and in
prowess throughout the world. And that
the same king would make an order of
Knights of himself and his children, and
of the bravest of his land, and that they
should be called the Kx1GHTS OF THE BLUE
GARTER, and that the feast should be kept
from year to year, and should be solem-
nized at Windsor, the day of Bt. George.”
Froissart proceeds to narrate how the king
assembled from all his countries, earls,
barons and knights, and how he carried
out his royal intentions; buf our space
prohibits our extracting the graphic and
interesting details. But even with all these
data, there is still a mystery hanging over
the subject, which it is in vain to think of
solving at the present day; and there is
hardly less doubt with respect to the
principal ensign, from which the Order
has received its name. The popular tra-
dition, derived from Polydore Vergil, is
that, having a festival at court, a lady, said
to be the Countess of Salisbury, chanced
to drop her garter, when it was picked up
by the king. Observing that the incident
made the by-starders smile significantly,
Edward exclaimed, in a tone of rebuke:
Honi soit qui mal y pense, **Shame to him
who evil thinks;"* and, to prevent any fur-
ther inuendos, he tied the garter round
his own knee. This anecdote, it is true,
has been characterized by some as an
improbable fable; and why has not
been satisfactorily stated. It is strictly
in accordance with the romantic habits of
an age when devotion to woman was one
of the first duties of Knighthood. A gar-
ter has always been united with sentiments
of gallantry, and, to wear a lady’s favor,
her glove, Ler ribbon, or anything which

» Sir N. H. Nicolas says that this motto should
e translated: ** Dishonored be he who thinks ill
of it.”

+ GAR.

belonged to her, was in those days a com-
mon practice, and this token or emprize
was regarded with feelings of respect
and admiration. Camden assigns for the
period of the foundation of the Order the
Lattle of Crecy, at which, says that great
antiquary, Edward ordered his garter to
be displayed as a sigual for the onset.
Be the origin of the institution, however,
what it may, no order in Europe is so
ancient, none so illustrious; for ¢it ex-
ceeds in majesty, honor, and fame all
chivalrous fraternities in the world.”
The original statutes of this most distin-
guished institution have undergone, from
time to time, many changes. By a statute
passed Jan. 17, 1805, the Order is to con-
sist of the sovereign and twenty-five
Knights Companions, together with such
lineal descendants of George III. as may
be elected, always excepting the Prince
of Wales, who is a constituent part of the
original institution. Special statutes have
since, at different times, been proclaimed
for the admission of Sovereigns and extra
Knights, the latter of whom have, how-
ever, always become part of the twenty-
five Companions, on the occurrence of
vacancies.

Hasrr axp INstaNia. The Garter, of
dark blue ribbon edged with gold, bearing
the motto ** Honi soit qui mal y pense,” in
golden letters, with buckle and pendant
of gold richly chased, is worn on the left
leg below the knee. The mantle is of
blue velvet, lined with white taffeta; on
the left breast the star is embroidered.
The hood is of crimson velvet. The
surcoat is likewise of crimson velvet,
lined with white taffeta. The hat is of
black velvet, lined with white taffeta; the
plume of white ostrich feathers, in the
center of which a tuft of black heron’s
feathers, all fastened to the hat by a band
of diamonds. The collar, gold, consists
of twenty-six pieces, each in the form of
& garter, enameled arzure, and appended
thereto. The George, or figure of St.
George on horseback, encountering the
dragon. The George is worn to the collar;
and the lesser George, pendant to a broad
dark blue ribbon over the left shoulder.
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The star, of eight points silver, has upon
the center the cross of St. George, gules,
encircled with the garter. The officers of
the Order are: The Prelate, the Bishop of
Winchester; the Chancellor, the Bishop of
Oxford; the Registrar, the Dean of Wind-
sor; the Garter Principal King of Arms,
and the Usher of the Black Rod. Motto:
Honi soit qui mal y pense.

GAVEL. One of the working tools of
au Entered Apprentice. It is a hammer
with an edge such as is used by stone-
masons to break off the corners of stones,
in preparing them for the builder's use.
In the Masonic system it is employed as
a symbol, by which the Mason is con-
stantly admonished to divest his mind
and conscience of all the vices and errors
of life, thereby fitting his body a8 a living
stone for the building, ‘‘that house not
made with hands—eternal in the heavens.”
It is also an emblem of authority, and is
used by the Master in governing the
Lodge. It is sometimes erroneously con-
founded with the setting-maul, which is
quite a different instrument. The name
gavel is probably derived from the Ger-
man @iedel, the gable or apex of the roof—
which its edge resembles. The form of
the gavel used by the presiding ufficer of
a Masonic Lodge varies in different sec-
tions of the country, as dirplayed in the

FORMS OF GAVELS USED IN MaSONIO BODIZS.
annexed engravings, viz: 1. Is very gene-
rally used among our French and Spanish
brethren, but is more familiarly known as
the president’s hammer, and common in

_ other societies; 2. The setting-maul, and

GEO.

which is frequently found in use; 3. The
stone-mason’s hammer, and the appro-
priate emblem of authority in the hand
of the Master of the Lodge. The gavel
is also called a ¢ Hiram,” which see.

GAZE. In Heraldry, properly termed

AT Gaze; with the face

directly to the front; said

of the figures of the stag,

hart, buck, or hind, when

borne in this position,upon

an escutcheon. A position
expressing sudden fear or surprised—a
term used in stag-hunting to describe the
manner of a stag when he first hears the
hounds and gazes round in apprehension
of some hidden danger; hence, standing
agape; idly or stupidly gazing.

GEMEL. A pair; twins.
In Heraldry, bars-gemels
are bars voided, or closets
placed in couples. They
derive their name from the
Latin gemellus, doubled;

in pairs.

GENERALISSIMO. In the Knights
Templar system the
second officer of a
Commandery. Heis
the assistant of the
Eminent Command-
er, presides in his
absence, and is ex-
officio a member of
the Grand Commandery. His jewel is a
square surmounted with a paschal lamb.

GENUFLEXION. A bending of the
knee, or kneeling. The act of kneeling
has, among all people, and in all ages,
been a token of reverence, a sign of de-
pendence, supplication, and humility.

GEOMETRY. That branch of mathe-
matics which investigates the relations,
properties, and measurement of solids,
surfaces, lines, and angles; the science
which treats of the properties and rela-
tions of magnitudes. It is among the
oldest and most necessary of sciences; it
is founded upon a few axioms or self-
evident truths, and every proposition
which it lays down, whether it be theorem
or problem, is subjected to the most
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accurate and .rigid demonstration, and it
is so closely connected with the practice
of operative Masonry, that our ancient
brethren were as often called Geometri-
cinns as Masons. The origin of this
great science is attributed to Egypt,
where the annual overflowing of the
waters of the Nile obliterated the land-
marks, and rendered it necessary to have
recourse to measurement in order to ascer-
tain the proper allotment of each indi-
vidual, and render justice among the
people; but whatever may have been the
origin of the science, the occasions on
which it is necessary to compare things
with one another in respect of their forms
and magnitudes are so numerous in every
stage of society that a geometry more or
less perfect must have existed since the
first dawn of civilization. It was regarded
among the wise and great men of antiquity
with the highest veneration; for Plato,
who had made considerable advances in
the science, placed over the portals of his
celebrated academy this significant in-
scription: ¢ Let none enter who is ignorant
of geomelry.” As an element of science
speculative Masonry is intimately con-
nected with geometry. In deference to
our operative ancestors, and, in fact, as a
necessary result of our close connection
with them, speculative Freemasonry de-
rives its most important emblem from
this parent science. As the earthly tem-
ple was constructed under the correcting
application of the plumb, the level, and
the square, by which its lines and angles
were properly defined, so we are accus-
tomed, in the construction of the great
moral edifice of our minds, symbolically
to apply the same instruments, in order
to exhibit our work on the great day of
inspection as “well formed, true and
trusty.” It is not absolutely necessary
that Freemasons must be able practically
to delineate geometrical figures; but it
is important that they should be com-
petent to deduce all their action, works,
and resolutions from geometrical, or cor-
rect principles.

GIBEON. A city of Judea, which was
situated in a northerly direction from

36 GLO.
Jerusalem. It had a place of worship
peculiarly sacred, perhaps the seat of the
Tabernacle. Hence the name is used
symbolically in France as the appellation
of the Master, who must have a pure
heart, in which’ the High and Holy One
may dwell. In the Swedish ritual it is
algo used in the same sense.

GIBLEMITE. The Giblemites were
the people of Gebal or Giblos, a city on
the coast of Phoenicia, between Tripoli
and Berytus, called Byblos by the Greeks
and Romans, now known by the name of
Jiblah. At the present time it is but
little more than a mass of ruins, which
are sufficiently magnificent to indicate its
former greatness and beauty. Indeed it
was famous in former times for the skill
of its masons and builders, who excelled
all others in the knowledge of architec-
ture. They are frequently mentioned in
Scripture as ‘‘stone-squarers,” a term
applied to them as being eminently dis-
tinguished in that kind of work. The
people of the ancient city of Gebal were
famous for their worship of Adonis, who
was believed to have been wounded by
a wild boar while hunting in Mount
Libanus. The river Adonis, whose waters
are at some seasons as red as blood,
passes by it; and when this phenomenon
appeared the inhabitants lamented the
death of Adonis, pretending their river to
be colored with his blood.

GILEAD. A part of the ridge of
mountains which runs south from Mount
Lebanon, on the east of Palestine. They
gave their name to the whole country
which lies on the east of the sea of
Galilee. Gilead is the name of the keeper
of the seals, in the Scottish degres of the
Holy Sepulcher of James VI.

GLOBE. In the ancient mysteries the
globe was a symbol of perfection and
completeness. The Egyptians, Phani-
cians, S8yrians, and other nations of an-
tiquity worshiped the globe as the symbol
ot the Supreme and Eternal God. Among
the Mexicans it represented universal and
omniscient power. Among Freemasons
the globes, celestial and terrestrial, are
the noblest instruments for giving the
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most distinct idea of any problem or
proposition, as well as for enabling us
to solve it. Contemplating these bogdies,
Masons are inspired with a due reverence
for the Deity and his works; and are
induced to apply with diligence and atten-
tion to astronomy, geography, navigation,
and all the arts dependent on them, by
which society has been so much benefited.

GLOBE OF FIRE. In the last century
some fanciful brethren referred the circle
and point to the cherubic form which was
placed at the gate of paradise, to prevent
the return of our first parents to that
region of never-ending happiness and
delight, after their fall from purity and
rectitude, in the attenipt to acquire for-
bidden knowledge. The *fire unfolding
itself,” or globe of fire described by the
prophet Ezekiel, represented the Deity,
and the living creatures on one side, and
wheels on the other, denoted his power
and goodness.

GLORY IN THE CENTER. When
in the Lodge we elevate our thoughts to
the Deity, our eyes involuntarily rest on
the glory in the center; then with hearts
over-flowing with gratitude and love, we
bow reverentially before the all-seeing
eye of God, which the sun, moon und
stars obey; conscious that it pervades
their inmost recesses, and tries our
thoughts, words and actions, by the
unerring touchstone of truth and eternal
justice.

GNOSTICISM, or GNosTics, from the
Greek word gndsis, knowledge. This
name was assumed by a philosophical
sect which sought to unite the mystical
notions of the East with ideas of the
Greek philosophers, and teachings of
Christianity. The system has features
which show conclusively that it was a
development of the old Persian or Chal-
dean doctrine. According to the gnostics,
God, the highest intelligence, dwells in
the fullness of light, and in the source of
all good; matter, the crude, chaotic mass
of which all things were made, is like
God, eternal, and is the source of all evil.
From these two principles, before time
commenced, emanated beings called eoons,
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which are described as divine spirits. The
world and the human race were created ont
of matter by the mons and angels. They
made the body and sensual soul of man,
of this matter; hence the origin of evil
in man. God gave man the rational soul;
hence the constant struggle of reason with
the senses. What are called gods by men
—~s Jehovah, the God of the Jews—they
say are only seons or creators, under whose
dominion man becomes more and more
wicked and miserable. To destroy the
power of these malicious gods, and redeem
man from the thraldom of matter, God
sent the most exalted of all sons—Christ
—who, in the form of a dove, descended
upon a Jew—Jesus—and revealed, through
him the doctrines of Christianity; but
before the crucifixion of Jesus separated
from him, and lay the foundation of a
kingdom of the most perfect earthly
felicity, to continne a thousand years.
There have been no gnostic sects since
the fifth century: but many ot their prin-’
ciples and ideas reappear in later philo-
sophical systems. There are some traces
of gnosticism in several parts of Free-
masonry, particularly in the degree of
the Adepts of the Eagle or Sun, and also
in the rite of the mystic Mason. Fessler,
and his friends Krause and Mossdorf, were
much interested in gnosticism, and Fess-
ler's rite is tinctured with some of its
ideas.

GOD. The highest and most perfect
intelligence in which all things exist, and
from which all things depend. The belief
in God is not the result of teaching, not
the result of the exercise of reason, not a
dednction from the order and regularity
of the universe; for faith in a Supreme
Being was universal among men in the
infancy of the race, and before the human
mind was capable of that power of analy-
sis, or had attained to that degree of
science which this study of the universe
and of the laws of nature supposes. As
the notion of an infinite being transcends
the circle of sensible and material objects,
and is clearly beyond the power of a
finite being to create, therefore, that
notion must have been communicated
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directly to man by God himself. Man
believes in a God, therefore God exists;
because, were there no God the notion of
such a being could not exist. The
crowning attribute of man, and what dis-
tinguishes him from the brute, is not the
faculty of reason; for that the brute has
in common with man; but the power of
seeing and aspiring to the ideal. Thus
man had no sooner looked upon the
grandeur, and glory, and beauty of the
world, than he saw enthroned far above
the world that which was vaster, more
beautiful, more glorious than the world,
the ideal, that is to say, God. Therefore,
Freemasonry accepts the idea of God, as
a supreme fact, and bars its gates with
inflexible sternness against those who
deny his existence. No atheist can become
a Mason.

GOLDEN CANDLESTICK. This
utensil was made by Moses for the service
of the temple. It consisted wholly of
pure gold, and had seven branches; that
is, three on each side, and one in the
center. These branches were at equal
distances, and each one was adorned with
flowers like lilies, gold knobs after the
form of an apple, and similar ones re-
sembling an almond. Upon the extrem-
ities of the branches were seven golden
lamps, which were fed with pure olive
oil, and lighted every evening by the
priests on duty. The candlestick was
placed in the Holy Place, and served to
illaminate the altar of incense and the
table of shew-bread, which stood in the
same chamber.

GOLDEN FLEECE, OrDER oF. (Au-
reum Vellus ; Toisond Or.) This Order has
a classical origin. When Athamas, King
of Thebes, in obedience to the oracle, was
about to sacrifice his son Phryxus and his
daughter Helle, they were rescued by
their defunct mother (Nephele), who had
been metamorphosed into a cloud, and
who gave to her children a ram with a
golden fleece, on which they were to cross
the seas, and find safety in Asia. Helle
fell off by the way, and gave her name
to the sea in which she perished—the
Hellespont. Phryxus, more fortunate,
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crossed the Black Sea, and landed at
Colchis, a part of what is now called
Mingrelia. There he slew the ram, and
hung up the fleece, a thank-offering, in
the Temple of Mars. The golden wool
became an object of universal cupidity ;
but it was watched by a fiery dragon,
whose vigilance was not overcome till
the Thessalian Jason came, armed with
cunning, and carried off the prize to
Greece. In such wise have the poets
sung of what is supposed by more matter-
of-fact persons to have been a matter of
gold-yielding mines in Colchis, and of the
sheepskin *‘cradles” in which the lucky
finders washed the auriferous earth.
When Philip, the *“Good Duke of Bur-
gundy,” was about to marry Isabella of
Portugal, in 1430, he resolved to celebrate
the auspicious event by founding an
Order under the patronage of St. Andrew.
He had a pious desire to further the ex-
tension of the Church and the Christian
religion in the East, and particularly in
the Mingrelian region, where the Golden
Fleece had once hung, and 8t. Andrew,
according to tradition, had preached.
But the duke's fleece was to carry the
Northern Chunch and the Romish reli-
gion more safely than the ram had borne
Phryxus and Helle. This, although the
most laughed at, is the most reasonable
of the many origins given to this re-
nowned Order. Favin ridiculed it; and
laborious Zedler, while he treats Favin
with derision, agrees with him in ridi-
culing the account of the origin of the
name and object of the Order. Favin
thinks that the fleece of the valiant
Grecian was in the mind of the valiant
duke when he founded the grand Order
of Chivalry. Other explanations are not
lacking: some assert that Philip loved a
damsel of low degree, who was so little
addicted to luxuries that she covered her
toilet-table wita a fleece, and the sight
excited the laughter of a whole bevy of
idle courtiers who once followed the duke
into her room. Philip swore an oath
that he would make every noble in
Christendom proud to wear this fleece,
which he made the sign of an Order,
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OUR NEW VOLUME.

E~TERING upon our third year of
existence as an independent Masonic
journal, we may be pardoned the ex-
pression of a fatherly pride in the
volumes already in the hands of the
Craft, and a slight blast of the trumpet
editorial, as we assume the orthodox
proportions of a full grown octavo.

The EcLecTric was commenced as an
experiment, to ascertain how far the
brethren might be inclined to support a
journal designed not so much to furnish
cursory reading for an idle moment as a
volume of pleasant and useful reference
when completed; and it now appears
that our forecast was right, and that
there are enough reading and thinking
Masons among us to not only support
what some of our friends patronizingly
called the little EcrecTIc, but to insist
upon its formal entre¢ in the world of
Masonic journalism as the peer of the
many excellent publications which have
preceded or followed its advent.

We shall gladly continue to cater to
the taste we have endeavored to foster,
because it enables us to pursue the
studies in which we have always taken
the most delight, and becanse we think
that it will have a beneficial tendency in
Masonry by encouraging research into
its history and philosophy, and by
occupying the Fraternal mind with dig-
nified and profitable employment to the
exclusion of irritating topics over which
men quarrel without any freshening of
their zeal or improvement in Masonry.

We shall not promise that this volume
will offer any marked difference from its
predecessor, but we will say that the
benefits of larger experience and more

extensive reading will be brought to aid
in our task, und if anything come from
them our readers will have the benefit
of it.

We take occasion to solicit the aid
of the brethren, wherever dispersed, in
sending us specimens of their skill from
the quarries of thought, that by attrition
we may all receive new vigor, and
Masonry advance because of our inves-
tigations. Our labors have long been
directed to the idea of encournging the
brethren to think and speak for them-
selves, and we gladly receive anything
from them which goes to show that they
are progressing in the desired direction.
We believe in personal progress as the
result of personal effort, and we believe,
too, that the moral force of the institu-
tion will increase in the same ratio that
members, by study and application,
become more cognizant of the real
merits of the society, and more capable
of teaching to others what they have
learned by their own industry and ap-
plication. Let us see, then, during the
present year, whether, as a body, we are
simply conferring degrees, or whether
we are really making Masons worthy of
the name, and likely to give back to the
institution a portion of the light and
warmth they have received from it.

And, finally, we ask our fiiends who
believe in the kind of work here indi-
cated, who believe in making Masonry
one of the moral and intellectual powers
of the world, who believe in creating an
aristoeracy of mind and moral worth
more potent for good than all the
exoteric displays that ever have been
or ever will be invented, who believe
in making Masonry a living profes-
sion and not a mere ceremonial, to
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aid in the circulation of our work, to the
end that, by preaching to a larger con-
gregation, we may enlist more laborers
in the work, and thus promote the
greater glory of our Ancient and Honor-
able Craft. Our readers will bear us
witness that we have never bored them
with appeals for patronage; for we have
never sought to accomplish anything
in a pecuniary way bLeyond the mere
expenses of publication; but if our views
of Masonic duty are correct we cannot
have too many readers; and it is in this
sense, and this only, that we now appeal.
If then, brother, you think the EcLecric
is doing good work, help to extend its
influence.

Masoxic CONSECRATI N OF A BUmman
Pror ar Cyepress Hmrs CEMETERY.—
An interesting and impressive Masonic
ceremony took place at Cypress Hills
Cemetery, L. L, on the 9th ult. The
burial plot of Progressive and Yew Tree
Lodges, F. and A. M., was consecrated
in the presence of about two thousand
persons, most of whom were members
of the Order, who were accompanied
by their female relatives. About four
o'clock the officers and members of the
two Lodges in full regalia arrived on the
ground. The brethren formed a circle
around the plot. RoBErT Macoy, P. D.
G. M., assisted by Bro. WiLiam T.
ANDERSON, G. Steward, with the officers
of Progressive and Yew Tree Lodges,
took a position in the center near two
open graves, which were waiting to
receive the bodies of two members of
the above-mentioned Lodges who had
gone to their last homes during the early
part of the present year. The opening
anthem of the consecration ceremonies,
«« Before Jehovah's Awful Throne,” was
sung by a choir of young ladies who had
volunteered their services for the occa-
sion. Rev. WM. Morris, Chaplain of
Progressive Lodge, offered an appro-
priate prayer, which was followed by
the ritual, the responses to which were
made by the officers and brethren. The
ode commencing O Gop! who, when
the world was young,” was sung by all
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present, and an eloquent address was
then delivered by R. W. RoBerT Macor.
The ceremonies concluded with the con-
secration prayer by the chaplain, and a
closing ode commencing *¢ Brother, rest
from sin and sorrow,” in the singing of
which all present participated.

The bodies of Wrrriaxt F. Kemp, for-
merly of Progressive Lodge, and RoBErT
Davey, formerly of Yew Tree Lodge,
were then consigned to their last resting
place with all the rites, form and cere-
monies of Masonry.

—

Leurze's PaiNtiNg oF WASHINGTON
Crosvg THE LoDGE.—We have received
from E. F. Crowex, the publisher, a
copy of the above painting, executed in
oil by a new process, which imparts to
it all the brilliancy and finish of the
original painting.  Historically, this
picture is particularly worthy of atten-
tion, from the fact that the features of
WasamNoToN are painted from a mask,
and are admitted to be the most life-
like of any portrait extant; the apron,
clothes and Lodge furniture, are all
copied from the original articles, thus
enabling the possessor of one of these
pictures to behold our illustrious brother
exactly as he appeared before his breth-
ren, when in their midst. The pub-
lisher has expended nearly ten thousand
dollars in obtaining the original and
perfecting this truly national Masouic
picture; and we are glad to hear that he
has already received orders from several
city Lodges, and that there is a proba-
bility of our Grand Lodge securing the
original painting. Every Lodge und
brother having the means should order
a copy of the picture. Tilers and others
will ind it to their advantage to act as
agents. The price of this splendid pic-
ture is only ten dollars.

J. L. WarTE, Gen. Agt., 432 Broome.

Norice.—Agents for the EcLECTIC are
furnished with printed receipts, on
colored paper, having the stamp of the
Masonic Publishing and Manufacturing
Co. on the front, and the signature of J.
L. WaITE, General Agent, on the back.
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DEDICATION OF LODGES.

As apart of the argument on the subject, and to show the
brethren of the present generation by what nice gradations changes
and abuses creep into the Masonic system, and how, by adding a
little here and subtracting a little there, we first change front, and
then, being fairly aligned in the new direction, imagine it a land-
“ mark and revere it accordingly, we reprint the subjoined article
from the pen of the late Wu. P. MELLEN, published by him in the
Acacia twelve years ago. We think no one can read the argument
of Bro. M. without being convinced that the introduction of the
Sts. Jorx and other sectarian allusions is due to the spirit of inno-
vation never completely laid, and which was particularly active
during the earlier days of the present Grand Lodge of England.
Bro. MELLEN says:

Ix our September No., in revising the report made by M. W. Bro.
Raxpary, chairman of & committee in the Grand Lodge of Massa-
chusetts, to whom was referred the petition of Bro. NorTox and
others, (Jews,) we touched upon the form of prayer. In our
October No., we quoted the argument and authorities furnished by
the committee, and added thereto all we could find in OLiver on
the subject. 'We also presented R. W. Bro. A. G. MackEey’s opinion.
‘We now propose to finish our quotations, and, with a thought or
two, close our review of the subject.

R. W. Bro. Dove, in his History of the Grand Lodge of Virginia,
has the following:

«It would be at once curious and interesting to inquire into the
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points on which these variant rites are founded, if we had time,
many of which, appealing to the influence of the Christian church,
sought to propitiate her favor, in propagating their favorite Ritual,
by attempting to evangelize Masonry.

“Never was a greater error committed, nor one, if successful,
more calculated to circumscribe its usefulness, and dim the bright
radiance of the most precious jewel in the crown which adorns her
head and heart. We allude to the universality, oneness, and indi-
visibility of the operation of her glorious tenets in humanizing
mankind, and implanting in the breast of wayward and self-willed

man those att o beantifully illustrated
in the Masoni 1 Charity.
“The error attempt to evangelize

Masonry. TI
the sacred na:
initiation; an

olation of tl

rst, the interpolation of
1 set form of prayer at
8 unphilosophical inter-
in the printed forms of

edication of [asonry.

“In confirn both these practices, I
have already edition of PresToN on
Masonry, prix neither of these names
are tobe four Jegrees or ceremonies.
On the Ceren ze 18 beautiful, from the

universality ot 1ts. appiication, and 1t8 broad and comprehensive
adaptation to the whole human family. By him Lodges were dedi-
cated “in the name of the great Jemovam, to Masonry, Virtue, and
Universal Benevolence;” and this, we infer, was the practice in the
Lodge of Antiquity, whose usages were of immemorial origin, as he
was the Worshipful Master at this time.”

* «Ag a curious and interesting tradition,” he copies the same “Old
York Lectures,” from the same authority, (indirectly from Brother
Ouiver,) and then quotes from a French writer, of 1815, of great
industry and application,” as found in Mackey’s Lexicon, article “ St.
JonN the Almoner:”

“The Saint to whom Encampments of Knights Templars are
dedicated. He was a son of a King of Cyprus, and was born in that
island in the sixth century. He was elected Patriarch of Alexan-
dria, and has been canonized by both the Grecian and Roman
churches—his festival among the former occurring on 11th Novem-
ber, and among the latter on the 23d January. Bazor, who

ublished a Manual of Freemasonry in 1811, at Paris, thinks that it
18 this Saint, and not Saint Jounx the Evangelist, or St. Joax the
Baptist, who is meant as the true patron of our Order.

“He quitted his country, and the hope of a throne,” says this
author, “to go to Jerusalem, that he might generously aid and assist
the knights and pilgrims. He founded a ho?ita.l, and organized a
fraternity to attend upon the sick and wounded Christians, and to
bestow pecuniary aid upon the pilgrims who visited the holy
sepulcher. St. JorN, who was worthy to become the patron of ‘a
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society, whose only object is charity, exposed his life a thousand
times in the cause of virtue. Neither war, nor pestilence, nor the
fury of the infidels, could deter him from the pursuits of benevo-
lence. But death, at length, arrested him in the midst of his labors.
Yet he left the example of his virtues to his brethren, who have
made it their endeavor to'imitate him. Rome canonized him under
the name of St. Jorn the Almoner, or St. Jor~ of Jerusalem; and
the Masons, whose temples, overthrown by the barbarians, he had
caused to be rebuilt, selected him with one accord as their patron.”

Bro. Dove then remarks:

“From this, it would seem, we have three Sts. Jorx, claiming to
be the peculiar patron of Masonry, and each from the brilliant
devotion of their lives and energies to the propagation of its holy
and eternal cardinal virtues, equally entitled to the honor.

“To relieve the institution of the charge of sectarianism arising
from this practice, the Grand Lodge of England, in the Union Work
of 1813, ordered the dedication of Lodges thereafter to be to ‘God
and his service.” In this country, however, we have preferred to
follow the teachings of Prestox and Wess, with a little change in
the name, and to dedicate our Lodges in the name of the Holy Sts.
Jomx, to Masonry, Virtue, and Universal Benevolence. But some of
my brethren may ask, if the introduction of their names into our
Ritual is a modern innovation, whence originated the custom -of
celebrating our annual Masonic festivals, on the natal days of these
saints, in June and December? For the same reasons they might
ask, why hold Quarterly Communications in March and September?

“To these questions there is, in my mind, a ready answer. Our
ancient brethren were philosophers, and students of nature and her
laws. Among the Druids, Magii and others, they had introduced
the Heliacal worship as part of their religious rites, because they
looked upon the sun in the firmament as the representative of the
Eternal Gop in imparting light, life and productiveness to all sublu-
nary things; the visible effect of his annual influenees could not long
have escaped their observation, in determining the length of da
and the return of seasons; and as the most marked of these are the
sammer and winter solstitial colures, as now called, at or near the
22d June and 22d December, with the equinoses occurring at or near
the 22d March and 22d September, it is quite natural, and truly in
accordance with their known maxims, to say or do nothing without
a satisfactory reason, that they should appoint these days as festival
epochs to mark time, in the absence of gnomes, quadrants or alma-
nacs, and so we believe they did. And when, in the last century, it
was sought to engraft these natal days of our patron saints into the
Masonic calendar, nothing was easier than by a day or two changed
in these annual divisions of time, to have them fall on the 24th June
and 27th of December, in honor of the memories of those distin-
guished men, and to complete the observation of the four cardinal
colures of time by quarterly meetings on or about the middle of
March and September.
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“In Scotland, who claims the greatest antiquity for her Masonry,
their Annual Festival of Freemasons is held on the 80th November,
in commemoration of the natal day of St. Anprew, as the patron
saint of the nation. This day and saint wasselected by the Kilwin-
ning Lodges, on the occasion of the ever-memorable volun
abdication of the Earl of St. CLarr 6f his hereditary right to the
Grand Mastership, on the 30th of November, 1736, at the Festival
of St. ANDREW.

“From all this, it seems evident that the introduction of the names
of these saints into the Masonic calendar is the work of compara-
tively Modern Masons. Any a.ttemEt, therefore, at this day to
analyze the reasons and motives which actuated these over-zealous
brethren to make these changes would occupy too much of your
time; let each one do this for himself, bearing in mind, that of the
960,000,000 of human beings on this globe, only 250,000,000 are
Christians, in the broadest acceptation of the term, and that the high
and ennobling behests of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth, are as
necessary to the temporal and eternal happiness of the 710,000,000
as it is to the Christian—that they are the blessed fruits of Faith,
Hope and Charity, alike produced by, and operating on, the Chinese
followers of Confucius, or the idolatrous worshiper of Mahomet, as
the more humble disciples of Christ.”

‘Wo believe that we have mentioned all the hypotheses on the
origin of the Dedication to the Saints Jomx which have appeared
in print. .

It will be noted that there are three points of connection between
the Lodge and one or both the Saints Jonn, or a St. Jon~:

1st. The Dedication.

2d. The phrase, “The Lodge of St. Jomx (or Sts. JorN) of
Jerusalem.” ‘

3d. The compound symbol.

We can hardly -separate them in our consideration, for one is
brought by Oriver and other writers to sustain the other. It is
perhaps proper also that they should be thus brought into our view,
as they may have a direct connection with each other.

On the subject of the double emblem, Bro. OLvEr says, in his
Symbol of Glory :

“In a system of Lectures used by some of the London Lodges
immediately after the Union, and communicated to me at the time
by an esteemed brother, a Barrister, now, alas! no more, the center
and the parallels exhibited a singular specimen of pseudo symboli-
gation which it is difficult to unravel; where the former represented
the Deity, and the two latter his Justice and Mercy, as already
noticed. The passage was as follows: In all our regular well formed
Lodges, there is a certain point within a circle, round which, it is
said, genuine professors of our science cannot err. This circle is
bonnged on the north and south by two perpendicular parallel lines.



DEDICATION OF LODGES. 47

On the upper or eastern part of the periphery rests the Holy Bible,
supporting Jacob’s Ladder extending to the heavens. The point is
emblematic of the omniscient and omnipresent Deity—the circle
represents his eternity, and the two perpendicular parallel lines his
equal justice and mercy. It necessarily follows, therefore, that, in
traversing a Masonic Lodge, we must touch upon the volume of the
Sacred Law; and whilst a Mason keeps himself thus circumscribed,
remembers his Creator, does justice and loves mercy, he may hope
finally to arrive at that immortal Center whence all goodness
emanates.”

The present authorized lecture in England he thus gives:

“The elucidation of this portion of our symbol, which is most
prevalent in our Lodge practice at the present time, 1s this: Inall
regularly constituted Lodges there is a point within a circle, round
which a Mason cannot materially err. This circle is bounded
between the north and south by two grand parallel lines, the one
representing Moses, and the other King Solomon. On the upper
part of this circle rests the volume of the Sacred Law of Gov,
which supports Jacob’s Ladder, and its summit reaches to the
heavens; and were we as adherent to the doctrines therein contained
as both those parallels were, it would not deceive us, nor should we
suffer deception. In going round this circle, we must necessarily
touch on both those parallel lines, as well as on the Sacred Volume;
and while a Mason keeps himself thus circumscribed he cannot
seriously err from the path of duty.

“One other interpretation remains to be noticed. The point is
supposed to symbolize an individual Mason circumscribed by the
circle of virtue, while the two perpendicular parallel lines by
which the circumference is bounded and supported are the repre-
sentatives of Farra and Praorice. This is the definition. The point
represents an individual brother, and the circle is the boundary line
of his duty to Goo and man; beyond which he ought never to suffer
his passions, prejudices or interests to betray him. The two parallel
lines represent St. Jomn the Baptist and St. Jorn the Evangelist,
who were perfect parallels in Christianity as well asin Masonry; and
upon the vertex rests the Holy Bible, which points out the whole
duty of man. In a progress round this circle, the two lines and
the Bible restrict us to a certain path, and if this path be steadily
persevered in, it will enable us to mount the ladder, through the
gates of Faith, Hope and Charity, and finally to take our seat in
the blessed regions of immortality.”

As pertinent to our subject, and to show where and how many
errors crept into the work of the Grand Lodge of England, which
gave just cause of offense to the * Ancients,” we transfer from the
same volume a brief history of the lectures; the changes in which
Bro. Ovurver attempts to justify:

“The earliest authorized Lectures which I have met with were
compiled from such ancient documents as these, and arranged in
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a catechetical form by DzsacuLiers and AnpErson, as early as 1720.
And this form was adopted because it was considered to be more
useful in assisting the memory, and affording an efficient remedy
against forgetfulness or want of attention, than any other plan.
The questions and answers are short and comprehensive, and con-
tain a brief digest of the general principles of the Craft, as it was
understood at that period. The First Lecture extended to the
greatest length, but the replies were circumscribed within a very
narrow compass. The Second was shorter, and the Third, called
‘The Master’s Part,’ contained only seven questions, besides the
explanations and examinations.

“If, under such an imperfect system, Freemasonry had not been
susceptible of improvement, it could not have stood its ground
during the rapid progress of a taste for refined literature, and the
accomplishments of civilized life, which distinguished the beginning
and tEe middle of the eighteenth century. Intelligent brethren,
however, soon became aware that something more than the repetition
of a few set phrases and routine explanations, how interesting and
important soever they might be in themselves, was roquired to
cement the prosperity and perpetuate the existence of a great
society, which professed to convey superior advantages, and laid
claim to a higher character, than any of the numerous antagonistic
clubs and coteries of similar pretensions by which it was surrounded.
A new arrangement was therefore pronounced necessary in the year
1732, and MaeTIiN CLagre, A. M., a celebrated Mason, who ultimately
attained the rank of D.G. M., was commissioned to prepare a course
of Lectures, adapted to the existing state of the Order, without
infringing on the ancient Landmarks; and he executed his task so
mnch to the satisfaction of the Grand Lodge that his Lectures were
ordered to be used by all the brethren within the limits of its juris-
diction. In accordance with this command, we find the officers of
the Grand Lodge setting an example in the Provinces; and in the
minutes of a Lodge at Lincoln, in 1734, of which Sir Cecr. Wray,
the D. G. M., was the Master, there are a series of entries through
successive Lodge nights, to the following effect: that two or more
sections (as the case might be) of MarTIN CrLare’s Lectures were
read, when the Master gave an elegant Charge, went through an
examination, and the Lodge was closed with songs and decent mer-
riment. An evident proof of the authority of MarTIN CLARES
Lectures, or the D. G. M. would not have been so careful to enforce
their use amongst the brethren over whom he presided in private
Lodge.

‘fi'%hese lectures were nothing more than the amplification of the
system propounded by AxpersoN and DesacuLIERs, enlightened by the
addition of a few moral references and admonitions, extracted from
the Old and New Testaments. They also contained a simple allusion
to the senses, and the theological ladder with staves or rounds innu-
merable.

“Freemasonry was now making a rapid progress in the island,
both in dignity and usefulness, and its popularity was extended in a
proportionate degree. Scientific and learned men were enrolled in
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As mentioned in our last number, we are indebted to Bro.
Duxckerry, of the latter part of the last century, not only for the
illustration, but for the compound symbol itself.

As was shown by us in October, in the testimony of Dr. Orives,
the double emblem, with its explanation, is no part of Ancient
Masonry. It does not appear in the lectures of cven the early part
of the last century, and as Bro. OLiver stated, no mention is made of
it in the documents in the Royal Library, nor in that in the hand-
writing of Hexey VI. Hurcmmson tried to make the third degree
wholly illustrative of Christianity. Ordinarily he is no great
authority with us, certainly; but he is the very best authority, when
he fails to use the emblem in his “lectures” as having reference to
the Sts. Jomx, to show that, when he published his book between
1772 and 1777, during the Grand Mastership of Lord PErre, there
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was nothing in the lecture about the parallelism; and to sustain
Bro. Ouiver in his statement that it was first introduced in 1765,
by Bro. DunceerLy. But HurceiNsoN expressly states:

“We hold our grand festival on the day of St. Jomx, which is
mid-summer day; tn which we celebrate that season when the sun is
in its greatest altitude, and in the midst of its prolific powers; ‘the
great type of the Omnipotence of the Deity.”

He speaks, in another Lecture, of the dedication to St. Jouw, but
makes no parallel, nor any allusion to the emblem. We thought we
had already quoted from HurcuinsoN on the subject of the Dedica-
tion, but in casting our eye back, we do not see hisname mentioned,
and as his remarks are somewhat peculiar, and have a direct connec-
tion with our present point, we will copy from same volume, page 156:

“In modern Masonry, it is given as a principle, why our dedication
of Lodges is made to St. Jonx, that the Masons who engaged to
conquer the Holy Land chose that Saint for their patron. I should
be sorry to appropriate the Balsarian sect of Christians of St. Jomx
as an explanation of this principle:—St. Jorx obtains our dedication,
as being the proclaimer of that salvation which was at hand, by the
coming of CHrisT; and we, as a set of religious assembling, in the
true faith, commemorate the proclamations of the Baptist. In the

name of St. Jorn the Evangelist, we acknowledge the testimonies
which he gives, and the divine Logos which he makes manifest.”

He lectures fully on all the other emblems. As we have seen,
Ourver himself states that though the emblems separately were
ancient, their combination or illustration is no part of Ancient
Masonry. Men are now living who were alive at its introduction.

Tae HovLy Lopge oF Sr. Jonw.

This title has not necessarily any connection with the dedication
to the Sts. Jorn. If any say at the present day ‘“The Holy Lodge
of Sts. Jonx,” it was not the language of Masonry in Mississippi, if
elsewhere, sixteen years ago. “The Holy Lodge of St. Joux of
Jerusalem” will be recognized by old Masons—always in the singular
—never in the plural. 'We have always drawn the conclusion from
the difference in numbers, that they bad different references, but we
find that the language of the more ancient authorities authorizes us
to believe that the dedication was to “St. Jonx,” and not to the Sts.
Joms. -There is another reason why this was most probable,
which we will mention presently. A supposition we will make
here; one that we have never heard mentioned, but which arose
long since in our minds. It is not susceptible of proof, but to usit

looks probable.
[Concluded in next No.]



WILLIAM RICHARDSON DAVIE,*

SOVERNOR OF NORTH CAROLINA, GRAND MASTER OF MASONS IN THAT STATE.

WrLiam RicrarpsoN Davie, Governor of North Carolina, and
Grand Master of Masons in that State, was of English birth, having
been born at Egremont, near White Haven, in England, on the 20th
of June, 1756. His father brought him to America when he was but
five years of age, and left him to the care of a maternal uncle, the
Rev. WiLLiax RicuarpsoN of South Carolina, by whom he was
adopted as a son. There in the old Palmetto State he was reared
and educated until he was fitted for college, when he was sent to
Princeton, New Jersey, where he graduated in the fall of 1776, in
the twenty-first year of his age.

During his senior year in college, the storm-cloud of war burst
on our land; and when the British army were advancing upon the
city of New York, he left his class, and became for a time a volunteer
soldier; but after the battle of Long Island, and the capture of the
city, he returned to Princeton and completed his studies. His

*Extract from a work of great value and interest, just published, entitled
‘' WASHINGTON AND H18 MisoNic CompeErs.” By SmwNzy HavpeN. With an
original Portrait of WasmNaToON, ete.
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concluding lessons were taken within the roar of the British cannon,
and he left Princeton just before Wasuinoron and his broken army
passed through that town in their flight toward the Delaware.

The young graduate then returned to his Southern home; but he
carried with him the remembrance of scenes he had witnessed at
the North, and resolved to enter the field in defense of his adopted
country, and resist the aggressions of his fatherland, as soon as an
honorable post could be found. No position worthy of his talent at
once offering itsclf he engaged in the study of law at Salisbury, in
North Carolina. But the fire of patriotism still burned in his
breast, and as the war-clouds thickened, he joined a corps of
dragoons as lieutenant, and marched toward Charleston, in South
Carolina, to join the legion of Puraskr In the battle of Stono
Ferry a few miles from Charleston, he was wounded in the thigh,
and confined with hig wound in the hospital for five months.

When he recovergd, he returned to Salisbury, and resumed the
study of law. In 1780 a regiment of cavalry was raised by the
State of North Carolina, and he received in it a commission as
major. In the equipment of this troop, he is said to have expended
the last shilling of his own private means, and as he mounted his
war-horse he had nothing but that mettled steed and his own good
blade that he could call his own. He nobly aided SumrEr in his
operations on the Catawba, and was at the battles of Hanging Rock,
Ramsour’s Mills, and at Wahab’s Plantation. For his services in
that campaign he was rewarded with the office of colonel.

When General Greexe took command of the Southern army, in
1781, he appointed Colonel Davie his commissary-general, and he
was with that officer in his celebrated retreat, and at the battles of
Guilford, Hobkirk’s Hill, and Ninety-six. It was at this trying hour,
when the fate of the Southern army seemed to hang upon a brittle
thread, when its numbers were reduced, its ammunition nearly
exhausted, and its commissariat empty, that General GreexE sent
Davie to represent his condition to the government of North
Carolina, charging him to give “no sleep to his eyes, nor slumber to
his eyelids,” until relief could be obtained. But the dark days of
Southern despondency soon passed away, and when the peace of
1783 smiled on the land, the heroes who had won American liberty '
returned to their former homes and peaceful avocations.

Colonel Davie left the army in the autumn of 1783, married a
daughter of General ArLex JonEes, and commenced the practice of
law in Halifax, North Carolina. In this profession he soon became
eminent, and was chosen a delegate to the convention that framed
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the Federal constitution. He was also commissioned in 1797 a
major-general of the militia of the State, and in 1798, he was
appointed under WasHINGTON & brigadier-general in the army of
the United States. In the same year he was also elected Governor
of the State of North Carolina, and was soon after appointed by
President Apaxs an associate envoy extraordinary to France, with
ELrsworta and MuURRAY.

Governor Davie was a Mason; but we are unable to state at what
time, or in what Lodge, he became a member of that Fraternity.
He was twenty-seven years of age when he settled as a lawyer in
Halifax. An old Lodge had existed since 1767 in that town, but the
sound of its gavel had ceased during the Revolution. When peace
was established, the old Lodges of North Carolina resumed their
labors, and in 1787 they all united to form an Independent Grand
Lodge for that State. Of this Grand Lodge Governor Davie
became the third Grand Master, & position which he held for many
years, and until he was sent as ambassador to France in 1799. Itis
presumed he was made a Mason in the “Royal White Hart” Lodge
at Halifax. '

Governor Davie took a deep interest in the educational interests
of his State, and was one of the founders of the “North Carolina
University,” at Chapel Hill, the corner-stone of which he laid,
as Grand Master of the State, on the 14th of April, 1798, in
presence of all the civic and Masonic dignitaries of North Carolina.
It was the most important public Masonic ceremony in North
Carolina during the last century, and the Rev. Dr. CaLpowers, a
member of the Faculty of the University, delivered an oration on
the occasion.

‘When Governor Davie returned from France, he was engaged by
President Apaus in some Indian treaties; but upon the death of his
wife, in 1803, he withdrew from public life, and died at Tivoli (some
authorities say Camden), in South Carolina, in December of 1820,
in the sixty-fourth year of his age. On his retirement from the
office of Grand Master, a Lodge was chartered in Lexington,
bearing the name of “ William R. Davie” Lodge. It is still in
existence. Another Lodge called “Davie” was soon after chartered
in Bertie County, but it has since ceased to exist.

8&~ The sand in the hour-glass reminds us alike of the swift flight
of time aud of the dust into which we are one day to crumble.



PRIEST— Hebrew, COHEN,
(SEX FRONTISPIRCR,)

Ore who officiates in the public worship of Gop, especially ip
making expiation for sin, being “ordained for men in things per-
taining to Gob, to offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins.” In the
Old Testament the priesthood was not annexed to a certain family
until after the promulgation of the law by Moses. Before that time
the first-born of each family, the fathers, the princes, the kings, were
the priests in their own cities, and in their own houses. In the
solemnity of the covenant, made by the Lorp with his people, at
the foot of Mount Sinai, Moses performed the office of mediator,
and young men were chosen from among Israel to perform the
office of priests. But after the Lorp had chosen the tribe of Lev:
to serve him in his tabernacle, and the priesthood was annexed to
the family of Aaron, the right of offering sacrifices and oblations to
Gop was reserved to the priests of this family.

The high-priest was at the head of all religious affairs, and was the
ordinary judge of all difficulties that belonged thereto, and even of
the general justice and judgment of the Jewish nation. Gop had
appropriated to the person of the high-priest the oracle of his truth;
so that when he was habited in the proper ornaments of his dignity,
and with the Urim and Thummim, he answered questions proposed
to him, and Gop disclosed to him secret and future things. He was
forbidden to mourn for the death of any of his relations, even for his
father or mother; or to enter into any place where a dead body lay,
that he might not contract or hazard the contraction of uncleanness.
He had the privilege of entering the sanctuary only once a year, on
the day of solemn expiation, to make atonement for the sins of the
whole people.

In general, no priest who had any corporal defect could offer
sacrifice, or enter the holy place to present the shew-bread.

The consecration of Aarox and of his sons was performed by
Moses in the desert, with great and imposing solemnities.

The garments worn by the high-priest consisted of the following
articles: Short linen drawers; over this was a shirt or tunic of fine
linen, embroidered, reaching to the feet, and with sleeves extending
to his wrists; over this again was another garment called the robe
of the ephod, woven entire, blue, with an ornamented border around
the neck, and a fringe at the bottom, made up of pomegranates and
golden bells. Above all these vestments was placed the ephod, made
without sleeves, and open below the arms on each side, consisting
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of two pieces, one of which.covered the front of the body, and the
other the back, and reaching down to the middle of the thighs.
They were joined together on the shoulders by golden buckles set
with gems, and two large precious stones set in gold, on which were
engraved the names of the twelve tribes of Israel, six on each
stone, according to their order. The material of which the ephod
was wrought was extremely costly; of blue, purple, scarlet, and
fine-twined linen, with rich golden embroidery; also a girdle of fine
linen, woven with blue, purple, scarlet and gold, passed twice around
the body. Just above the girdle, on the breast of the ephod, and
joined to it by golden chains attached to rings at the upper corners,
was suspended the breastplate, which was made of the same rich
material as the ephod; it was about ten inches square; the front of
which was set with twelve precious stones, on each of which was
engraved the name of one of the sons of Jacos; these stones were
divided from each other by golden partitions, and set in four rows.
Upon his head was the miter. This was made of fine linen or silk,
blue, wrapped in several folds, in the manner of & Turkish turban.
In front, and around the base of the miter, as a band, secured with
blue ribbon, was a plate of gold, called the “plate of the holy crown
of pure gold,” upon which was inscribed, “HoLiNess To THE Lorb,”
in Hebrew characters.

These vestments should be worn by the high-priest of a Royal
Arch Chapter at every convocation, and when worn each of them
will convey to the possessor important lessons of symbolical instruc-
tion. The various colors of the robes are emblematic of the graces
and virtues which should adorn the human mind; the white, of
innocence and purity; the scarlet, of fervency and zeal; the purple,
of union; and the blue, of friendship. The miter is to remind him
of the dignity of his office, and the inscription on its plate to
admonish him of his dependence on Gop. Lastly, the breastplate,
upon which is engraved the names of the twelve tribes, is to teach
him that he is always to bear in mind his responsibility to the laws
and ordinances of the institution, and that the honor and intecrests
of the Chapter and its members should always be near his heart.*

* According to JosEpHUS the ancient Jews gave a symbolical interpretation to
the several parts of these vestments. He says that being made of linen signified
the earth; the blue denoted the sky, being like lightning in its pomegranates,
and in the noise of its bells resembling thunder. The ephod showed that Gop
had made the universe of four elements, the gold relating to the splendor by
which all things are enlightened. The breastplate in the middle of the ephod
resembled the earth, which has the middle place of the world. The sardonyxes
declare the sun and moon. The twelve stones are the twelve months or signs
of the zodiac. The miter is heaven, because blue.
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Tae Count of Cernay and his wife emigrated from Paris in 1793.
Notwithstanding their youth, they were more cautious than many
young persons who quitted France at the same epoch. At the
commencement of the troubles of 89, they sent a part of their
fortunes to England, so that in their exile they were enabled to live
with as much comfort as they would have enjoyed in Paris. The
Count of Cernay took up his residence in London, and became very
intimate with Sir Joan MEerviLLE, a young man a few years older
than himself, and lieutenant in the English army. The friendship
between them increased daily, and when, in 1814, Count de Cernay
left London in order to return to France, and demand of Louis the
XVIIL the recompense due to his exile and fidelity, the only sorrow
he felt at his departure was that he was to be separated from so
intimate a friend. Nevertheless, a slight disagreement arose between
the two friends, at the moment of departure.

The Frenchman rejoiced at the unfortunate state of France, and
the Englishman maintained that, notwithstanding the advantages
the French noblemen would derive from the restoration, they should
nevertheless stifle their individual interests, and lament over the
misfortunes which surrounded their country. The Countof Cernay
returned to France, taking with him a daughter fourteen years old;
she appeared at the court, and his fortune, which was already very
" large, was rapidly increased by the gifts which he received from
Louis XVIII. Naroreox returned from Elba. The king was
obliged to submit to a second exile, which, on account of the defeat
at Waterloo, lasted but one hundred days; and, in 1817, the Royalists
predicted a long and happy reign for the elder branch of the
Bourbons. It was about this time that Sir Joan MEeLvILLE, having
attained the rank of major in the English army, sent his son Epwarp
to Paris, and placed him under the care of his friend, the Count of
Cernay, informing him, at the same time, that the young man had
come to Paris with the intention of marrying. Epwarp MELviLLE
was in his twentieth year; he was one of those handsome young
Englishmen, in whom we find the graces of the female figure
combined with all that is beautiful in the male. He was the son of
a man of wealth and distinction, and was on that account an excellent
match for Miss ArpEaoxpe DE CerNAY. The Count and Countess
were aware of this circumstance, and as Sir JomN had informed
them that he wished to have his son married in France, they thought
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that this project, though singular as it might appear on the part of
an Englishman, could not concern any one but their daughter.

It was a happy event. It would strengthen the bonds of friendship
existing between the two families, and would not be at all displeasing
to Miss ALpecoxpr, for she had retained a sweet souvenir of young
Epwarp, with whom she had passed the happy and joyful days of
her youth. The Count and Countess called her into the parlor.
* ALDEGONDE,” said the Countess to her, “I am going to announce to
you some joyful news: little Epwarp is going to pay us a visit.”
“Yes, mamma,” answered ALDEGONDE, who, having been educated in
England, had retained some of the nursery customs of the young
English ladies.

Our young heroine remained calm, and did not even raise her
eyes, 80 that the Countess was unable to say whether the arrival of
the young Englishman would, or would not, be gratifying to her
daughter. “You must remember,” continued the mother, “that the
little Epwarp is at present a handsome young man, and yqu cannot
play with him as you were wont to do when he was a little boy.
He is coming to Paris, ALDEGONDE, to get married.”

“Ah! ah!! ah!!!” said the young girl, blushing. The Countess
did not tell her daughter that there was a young man coming from
the other side of the straits to marry her; but she asked her if her
piano was in tune?—if she had procured of her instructor the latest
musical romances? and she informed her, at the same time, that her
wardrobe was to be renewed. Thiy, we think, was speaking plain
enough, without exposing one’s self. The Count added that as Sir
Jorxy MerLviLre was his intimate friend his son would stop with
them; he wished also to have the pleasure of presenting him at
the castle. Arpecoxpe retired, fully persuaded that before long
she would be the wife of the handsome and accomplished young
Epwarp.

It was not long beforec Epwarp arrived in Paris, and took up his
residence at the Count’s. He appeared tall and handsome; and
although he was a true Englishman, and his manners werc somewhat
harsh, he appeared in the eyes of Miss ALDEGONDE more amiable
and polite than the young Frenchmen of his age, spoiled by the
education of the empire and by a few revolutionary ideas, of which
they had conserved the germ. The Count and Countess Cernay
looked at Epwarp in a different light. The young man appearcd to
them to be charmed with the love of liberty, which was both
hazardous and pernicious. When they proposed presenting him at
the castle, he did not show all the enthusiasm they expected; he

4
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also made use of some expressions which were at the same time
disrespectful toward the august family of the Bourbons, and dis-
pleasing to the Countess of Cernay. On the other hand, he did
not conceal his admiration for the captive of St. Helena; for the
man whom they still upheld in the saloons of the suburbs of St.
Germain, as the invincible of Corsica. Ebwarp used all the
poetical cxpressions of Byrox, in speaking of Czsar vanquished;
but he merely commended the king in prose. He was, however,
according to the family of Cernay, a perfect gentleman; his political
opinions, which would have been insupportable in a IFrenchman,
were nothing but a little English eccentricity ; and without doubt
Sir Joan MerviLLe, his father, had no other intention in uniting his
son with a family so truly monarchical than of opposing by a good
marriage a bulwark to the ridiculous inclinations of his son. Miss
ArpecoxpE bE Cervay would (they thought) be the guardian angel
who would reclaim Edward and make of him a true loyalist.
“Those young folks seem to agree very well,” said the Count to his
lady; adding, at the same time, that he thought the dreams of Sir
JoHN were about to be accomplished.

Mzr. de CernNay understood all the reserve of Englishmen; but, as
he thought he was aware of the projects of his friend, he inquired
of Epwarp if his father would come to Paris to assist at a marriage,
which, according to all appearances, would be consummated without
difficulty. “ Oh yes, oh yes,” answered the young man; “my father
will be here in fifteen days.”

There was at this time at Paris, in the suburbs of St. Antoine,
and nearer to the gate which conducted to the throne than to the
bastile, a small haberdasher’s shop. The name of the indigent
proprietor was a Mrs. Maruiew. She was a widow, hardly forty
years of age, and passed for a handsome woman. She had been the
wife of a soldier. Seated beside her in the workshop was a young
girl of sixtcen, glittering with all the éclat of youth, and of aston-
ishing beauty. The neighbors were aware that Mrs. MaTmew had
refused to accept a number of advantageous proposals of marriage
which had been made to her, and she watched over her daughter
with so much assiduity that Miss JuLia (which was the namo of the
young girl) was unable to perform a single action, or utter a word,
without her knowledge. The young gentlemen who were in the
habit of resorting there, seeing that there was no hope of gaining
the affections of the mother and the daughter, abandoned the shop,
and the young ladies, influenced by that sort of petty jealousy which
beauty is very apt to cause, followed the example of the young men ;
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8o that the mother and daughter were at last left by themselves.
False reports were circulated in every direction, and the virtue of
the mother and daughter was frequently brought into question.
Some went so far as to say that the mother had been the mistress
of a rich and influential married gentleman, who resided at the
castle, and that Miss Juria was the result of an adulterous union
which had been broken by the religious susceptibilities of the Duch-
esse of Angouleme. Others thought that Mrs. MataiEw had been
placed there by the police to inform them of the opinions and ac-
tions of those residing in the suburbs. During this time of restraint,
in which the French were governed by princes for whom they had
no affection, every one seemed to the people to be connected with
the police. On the other hand, the police being aware of the opinions
of Mrs. Marriew, and not putting too much confidence in her sub-
mission, kept a constant watch near the house.

It was before this shop that Epwarp MELVILLE, a few days after his
arrival in Paris, ordered his coachman to stop. On entering, he
saluted, politely, both the mother and the daughter, and called for
a skein of pack-thread, or whip-cord. He told them he wanted it to
make a snapper for his saperb gold mounnted whip, which in reality
wanted no such thing. Mrs. MaTaiEW could not be deceived by our
young hero; she supposed that he had seen her danghter Jura, at
a distance, and he now wished to have a closer view of her; for,
allowing that the whip wanted a snapper, the groom, who at that mo-
ment stood holding the reins, would naturally have come for it, in-
stead of his master. The mother cast a look of distrust at the young
Englishman, and rose in order to give him what he wanted. “Can
you tell me, Miss,” said Epwarp, addressing the daughter, “if I am
far from Vincennes?” The young girl, struck by the genteel ap-
pearance of this handsome young man, who spoke French as fluently
a8 herself, became as red as the rose, and was leaving her seat to
point out to him the road to Vincennes, adding, at the same time,
that the distance would appear short, with the beautiful carriage
that stood before the house, when her mother stopped her: “Go
up stairs, JuL,” said she, “ you have some work to do there:” and
with a look of sadness which never abandoned her, she said to
Epwarp, “You will leave Paris by the gate which is but a few steps
from here; the road to Vincennes is strait on; your horse can carry
you there in ten minutes.”

“What a pretty girl!” said Epwarp, watching Juri, who was
leaving the room (being so struck with admiration, he made use of
his natural idiom in giving vent to the exclamation;) “is your
daughter’s name Juria?” said he to her mother.
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“There is the pack-thread you asked me for,” said Mrs. MaTHIEW,
without answering Epwarp’s question. The young man made a bow
and inquired the price of the purchasc he had made. “Two groats,
sir,” said Mrs. Marmiew. And as our young Englishman appeared
not to understand this small coin, she added, ‘“The half of a sou,
sir, a half sou.”

Epwarp paid it, and seeing that it was impossible to keep up a
conversation, he saluted her, left the shop and entered his buggy.
saying to himself, “The daughter is very handsome! but the
mother has no great love for Englishmen.” In leaving, he forgot
two things; the first was, to use the snapper he had just procured,
and the second was, that he did not take the road to Vincennes. “I
was not mistaken,” thought Mrs. MaTrIEW.

An instant after, Juria stole softly into the shop, and opening
little by little the door of the backroom, she cried out, “is he gone,
mother?” The answer was, ‘“Yes, my child.” “Ob, is he not a
beauty, mother!” said Juria. “Never mind,” said the mother,
abruptly; “he is an Englishmzn!” The last word uttered by the
mother put an end to the conversation, and the young girl, per-
plexed, went up to her mother’s room to put the things in order.
There existed in France, at this time, a perfect hatred for the Eng-
lish nation, which had united with all Europe to contend against
and to vanquish NaroLeon, as the French seemed to hate all Europe;
but they still kept alive their hatred for Englishmen; for England
was in reality the cause of the defeat. The unhappy event at
Waterloo had greatly increased the antipathy of the two nations.

After this fatal battle, we supported with impatience our misfor.
tune and our lot: at the same time the arrogance of the English,
who had acquired all the honor of the memorable day, increased,
although it was in reality the Prussians who had conquered us. Mrs.
Marriew took part in the general feeling, and went even farther than
others; her feelings were wounded at the exclamation of her daugh-
ter, who found an Englishman handsome. They said no more of
Epwarp’s mysterious visit. However, eight days had hardly passed
before another Englishman entered the shop. He was an elderly
gentleman, who, although of a grave masculine appearance, had
nevertheless a remarkable expression of mildness; he came on foot,
and having cast a glance at Miss Juris, he addressed himself to
Mrs. MATHIEW:—

“Is it to Mrs. MaTHIEW,” said he, “that I have the pleasure of
‘speaking?”’

“Yes, sir.”
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“The widow of the Imperial Guard, Mr. MaTriew, who died at
Waterloo?”

“Yes, sir.”

“Iam Major MeLviLLe,” said he, saluting her; “I came from
London on purpose to see you, and to conclude with you an affair
which interests us both. Isthatthe daughter of Captain MatHiew?”
said he, presenting his ungloved hand to Miss JuLia. Juriy, whom
the appearance of the stranger had inspired with confidence, and
who heard her father praised, placed her delicate little hand in that
of the Major, who added softly—

“Well then, my child, you must leave me alone with your mother;
I have to relate to her something which concerns you, but which you
cannot hear till after her.”

Mrs. Marniew showed the Major a pair of steps which led to
another room; he went in first; Mrs. MataIEw soon followed, leaving
Juria in the shop. The Major having taken a seat, he found the
room decorated with neatness, which is the luxury of the poor.
On the mantle-piece there was neither clock nor mirror. He saw
but one solitary portrait, which he immediately recognized for
Captain Mataiew, and at the bottom of it was a cross of honor, of
which one of the branches was wanting. Mrs. Matuiew looked at
the Major withou? speaking, expecting every moment that he would
explain himself. The Major remained some time silent; at last,
putting his hand on his heart, he said—

“Madam, God save the Emperor!”

“Ah! yes,” said the poor widow, with her eyes full of tears, “yes,
Gonp will save him!”

“Without doubt,” said the Major, “for there is now no one but
Gop that can save him. That ig all well,” added he; “now we
understand one another. Listen to me. I told you that I was
Major Mervicre; I have a very comfortable house in London, a
pleasant country seat in the county of Sussex, with fifty thousand
pounds sterling invested in the India Company stock, and I came to
Paris to marry you!” DMrs. Maruiew was seated alongside of the
Major; in an instant she was at the other side of the room. This
man had cried out Gop save the Emperor, but he was an English-
man. The widow answered not, but her beautiful eyes, which were
still filled with tears, were turned toward the portrait of her hus-
band. “That is not all,” continued the Major calmly; “I have a

" son, a handsome boy. You know him, Mrs. MaramEw; he came here
to your house eight or ten days ago, and purchased a snapper for
his whip; I sent him to Paris to marry Miss JurLi, your daughter,
and the child of the brave captain.”
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Mrs. MaTaiEw, believing that she could not have been chosen as
an object of pleasantry, thought at least that she was exposed to
the persecutions of a fool. Notwithstanding, asthe Major appeared
to be in earnest, she said, with mildness and downcast eyes, that it
was impossible for her to accept the double honor with which he
wished to load her.

“You refuse to comply with my request!” exclaimed the Major;
“you refuse! I expected it. Rest assured, madam, that I will not
leave this house without your promise to accept my offer!”

“But, sir.” ‘

“I asked you to listen to me,” said the Major, grasping the widow’s
hand; “listen to me. I am going to speak to you about your hus-
band. I had the honor of being at Waterloo. Youw need not
guppose that I am going to give you a full history of the battle. I
must now, however, speak of the episode, which is the most painful
for you. The French were beaten. Those that were not dead or
wounded took to flight, except at the extremity of the field of battle.
I could perceive from an elevation on which I was stationed with
my regiment, about twenty grenadiers of the young French guards,
who still maintained their ground, and who, in expiring, dealt death
and destruction on the five hundred Prussians that surrounded
them. I went immediately to disengage them; for if war, Madam,
has any attractions -for courageous men, it is when the chances are
almost equal, and not when the conqueror abuses his victory by
slaughtering his equals, when they are unable to defend themselves.
I came up to the Frenchmen, put a stop to the firing, and was about
protecting the retreat of those brave men, when a ball, fired but a
short distance from me, struck their chief, who fell into my arms.
It bad pierced his chest. That chief was the brave Captain MaTaiEw
—it was your husband. I had him brought into my tent, and
delivered him into the hands of my friend, an experienced surgeon.
I had for a moment the hope of saving him. He, however, had no
hope of recovery.”

“¢Major,” said he; ‘Major, your name?’

“I told him my name. We were alone; the surgeon left us to sce
the others that were wounded, and in leaving us, he made a sign by
which I understood that he entertained no hope for his patient.
Your husband said to me—‘I die unhappy, because I do not die
altogether—my wife, my child.” *Captain,’ answered I, ‘I will take
care of them, I am rich.” He looked at me for a moment. ‘You
are not an Englishman?’ said he. ‘I am, my friend, one of the
truest sons of old England. Die in peace. I say to you again, I
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will take charge of your wife and child.” ¢Well then!’ said he,
‘you are a Mason ?’

‘And you?’ *“ He gave me the sacred sign by which the Masons
of the two hemispheres recognize one another. I seized his hand,
and kissed it. Then the vanquished of Waterloo, the son of France,
the faithful servant of the great Narorron, unbuttoned his shirt,
which was covered with blood, and drew from a small wallet placed
on his breast, an object equally covered with gore, through which
the ball that killed him had passed, carrying away at the same time
one of the branches of his cross of the legion of honor, which is
under the portrait, and which I sent to you as soon as possible.”

The Major ceased speaking for a moment, and then placed before
the widow an Arroy, of lambskin, surrounded by a blue ribbon, in
the middle of which might be seen, three roses, made of ribbon of
the same color. This small Arrox, folded without doubt in four
folds in the pocket of Captain MaTmIEw at the moment he was
wounded, had four round holes, which marked the passage of the
ball; and although originally white, it was now spotted with blood.
The Major continued:

“ ‘Brother MeLviLLe,” said the dying man, ‘there it is. I place
it in your hands. Although we are of two different Orients, and
although our two countries are at war, we nevertheless are friends—
we are Broraers. What will you do for my widow? What will you
do for my daughter ?’

“ “The half of my fortune,’ cried I belongs to them from this
moment.’

« ¢No, no, that is too much.’

“ My Brother, my entire fortune.’

“ ¢No, no.’

“*Well then! more than that; I will do ail that is humanly
possible.’

“He gave me his hand and expired.”

During this narration, the widow was melting with tears. She
wanted to grasp the bloody relic that was before her cyes; and
wished to press it to her lips. The Major stopped her.

“Pardon me,” said he, “it is the gage of my promise. My
regiment, instead of coming to France, was sent to England. I
could not come to see you, but I ascertained how you was, and how
you lived. 'While I was contemplating in what way I should fulfill
the promise I had made a Brother, that died in my arms, I lost my
wife, My various projects were laid aside, for I knew what I had to
do. Iknew that I should offer something besides charity; Iowed
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you an entire protection—I owed your daughter all the happiness
and protection that the youth of my son could afford. Notwith-
standing, madam,” said the Major, while the widow held his hand,
within her own, mutually clasped, “perhaps my son Epwarp may
not love your daughter, or Juria may have no affection for him;——-
but they have seen one another, and the proof is enough!—for us.’

“ “We also have seen one another,” said the widow, with a voice
broken by her sobbing.

“Miss Jurna, Miss Joua!” cried the good Major, in opening the
door that led to the shop, “come here if you please—come here, it
is your stepfather that calls you.” The young girl hesitated for a
moment, but at last obeyed; she went into the back room, but not
alone;—a handsome young man, Epwarp MerLviLre, followed her;
and they both implored the blessing of Mrs. Maruiew. That same
day, Sir JorN MEeLviLLE said to his friend the Count of Cernay—

“T announced to you, my friend, a marriage; we are going to have
two; I am to marry the widow of Captain Maruiew, who died on the
field of honor at Waterloo, and my son is to marry their daughter;
I wish to invite you and the Countess, and the lovely ALpEGONDE to
the wedding.” But the Count was deprived of the pleasure; he
had an engagement for that day at the castle, the Countess had the
headache, and Miss ALpEGoNDE was unfortunate enough to sprain
her foot the night before in dancing at the Marsan Pavilion. The
double marriage was not the less cheerful. The MasTer's Arrox,
which bears the bloody marks of the courage of the captain, was
deposited with the Royal Alpha Lodge in London, of which the
Major, Sir JoEN MELVILLE, is one of the most distinguished mem-
bers; and this relic is looked upon by the Brothers as the most
valuable in their collection.

— et

Epucation.—“In whatever light we view education, it cannot fail
to appear the most important subject that can engage the attention
of mankind. When we contrast the ignorance, the rudeness, and
the helplessness of the savage, with the knowledge, the refinement,
and the resources of civilized man, the diffcrence between them
appears so wide that they can hardly be regarded as one of the same
species. Yet compare the infant of the savage with that of the most
enlighted philosopher, and you will find them in all respects the
same. The same high, capacious powers of mind lie folded up in
both; the organs of sensation adapted to their mental powers are
exactly similar. All the difference which is afterward to distinguish
them depends upon their edueation.”
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founded in honor of this ¢light o' love”
lady. Some old chroniclers denounce
this as a disgraceful story, and tell a
worse, touching a lady still less scrupu-
lous than tho last, and whom Philip
celebrated because of her infidelity.
Others, again, come back to the Colchian
theory, by asserting that the Duke took
the vow of knighthood on a pheasant,
a bird which originally came from the
banks of the Phasis, in the vicinity of
Colchis. There is also a common-sense
and an ingenious origin ascribed to this
Order, and which may serve to show,
too, how it came to be mentioned in
connection with Jason and the Golden
Fleece. In July, 1430, such a harvest
was reaped throughout Flanders, and
the prospects of the remainder of the
year were rendered so secure thereby,
that the Duke, out of pure gratitude,
constituted the knightly brotherhood;
and as he perceived that the word Jason
contained the initials of the names of
the five months to come—July, August,
September, October, November—he was
reminded of the flecece, and took it for
a symbol. This is too ingenious a story
to be omitted in an account of the origin
of the Order. The object of the Order
was expressed in an inscription on his
coffin:

Pour maintenir 1’eglise, qui est de Dieu Maison,
J’ay mis sus le noble ordre qu'on nomme la

Toison.

Philip fixed the number of Knights at
thirty—all noble and without reproach.
They were bound by statutes laid down
at considerable length, and ninety-four
in number, which required the Knights
to be without blemish; but this did not
apply physically, for among the thirty
original Knights was Baldwin de Lau-
noy, Lord of Molembair, surnamed ‘‘ the
Stammerer.” On the occasion of the first
chapter, Philip credited only twenty-four
Knights; among whom was John de
Villiers, an ancestor of the English
plenipotentiary (Lord Clarendon) at the
late peace conferences of Paris, when
the French empervr offered Lord Claren-
don the grand cross of a chevalier of the
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Leqion of Honor, which was respectfully
declined, on the ground of its being
unusual—perhaps illegal—for English
ministers” to receive orders of knight-
hood from foreign sovereigns. It was
not till the accession of Duke Charles
that an English king was invested with
the insignia of the Order, in the person
of Edward IV., who was created Knight
of the Golden Fleeco (1467), at the
chapter held at Bruges. At the death
of Charles, the Netherlands fell into the
possession of Maximilian of Austria, the
husband of Charles’ only child. The
Order passed to the Spanish crown with
that portion of the Flemish inheritance
of Charles V., Emperor of Germany,
which was made over to his second son
Philip, King of Spain; and the fleecoe
of Jason and of Burgundy was thence-
forth established in the Spanish capital,
although still retained by Austria. After
the abdication of Charles V., in 1556, the
Austrian and Spanish line of succession
remained in possession of the Order until
its failure by the death of Charles IL,
Nov. 1, 1700, when the war of succession
commenced in Spain, in which Charles
IIL (afterward the Emperor Charles VI.)
and Philip V. contested the sovereignty
of that crown. Charles, having lost the
dominions of Spain, preserved only the
Low Countries; but, as the Ancient Mas-
ter of those provinces had been the
founder of the Order, he declared him-
self to be the sole and legitimate head of
it, carried away with him its archives on
leaving Spain, and celebrated with great
pomp its redstablishment at Vienns, in
1713. Philip V. of Spain, on his part,
proclaimed, also, that he was the only
possessor of the dignity of Grand Master
of the Order, and protested at the Con-
gress of Cambray, in 1721, against the
declaration of Charles. Both sovereigns, |
however, at the Peace of Vienna, in 1725,
agreed that each of them, until his death,
should retain the titles he had borne and
assumed up to that day—thereby tacitly
compromising on either side the dignity
of Grand Master—but that their heirs
should only take the titles of those’
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eountries which they actually possessed
assovereigns. Afterthe death of Charles,
Maria Theresa transmitted the dignity of
Grand Master to her busband, FraucisI.,
which produced on the part of Philip
V., before the Electoral Assembly at
Vienna and at Frankfort, a new protest,
whereby he summoned Austria to lay
down her pretensions, and to concede
entirely this Order to Spain. At the
peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, in 1748, France,
England and Holland, offered their
mediation between the litigating powers;
but Ferdinand VI. cansed his ambas-
sador to declure that no conciliatory
steps were necessary, as the dignity of
Grand Master of the Golden Fleece was
and should remain inseparable from the
crown of Spain. Maria Theresa pro-
tested in her turn, and vindicated that
dignity in favor of her husband. Neither
of the two parties being willing to yield,
the dispute remained undecided, and the
sovereigns of both kingdoms have ever
since that time indiscriminately con-
ferred the dignity of Knight of the
Golden Fleece—adding, however, as a
mark of distinction, the words Austrian
or Spanish, and using almost similar
insignia. On account of the much more
remote antiquity of the other Spanish
Orders, the Golden Fleece obtained but
little consideration in Spain at the time
of its institution; but it subsequently
acquired a degreo of great importance,
under the reigns of Charles V. and
Philip V. Ever since that period, the
Order has been borne, not enly by many
kings and princes, but by all the em-
perors who have sprung from the House
of Austria; and it has only been con-
ferred upon personages of the highest
birth, and for the most eminent services
rendered to Austria and Spain. The
Knights received a rank above all other
persons of the court, except only the
princes of the blood or crowned heads;
they were exempt from all taxes, and
Philip IV. permitted them to cover them-
selves in presence of the king, like
grandees of the kingdom, to enter with-
out molestation all the chambers of the
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palace, etc. Their number is limited to
fifty-one, being the number appointed
by Charles V. In all other respects the
statutes and collars of both branches,
under the respective sovereigns of Aus-
tria and of Spain, are exactly the same.
The statutes of the Order, in which it is
styled, *L'Ordre de la Toison d'Or,”
have by degrees undergone various alter-
ations. The most essential, and ome
which is still in force, is that the chief
of the Order appoints the Knights en-
tirely from his own free choice, and that
they must all be of the Roinan Catholic
religion; for it can only be conferred
upon a Profestant by means of a dispen-
sation from the Pope. The badge con-

sists of a Golden Lamb or Fleece, with a
gold flint stone, enameled blue, on which
is engraved the motto, from Claudian,
¢ Pretium non vile laborum:” No mean
reward of our labors. The Knights
usually wear the badge, pendent to a
broad plain red ribbon round their
necks; but, on days of ceremony, they
wear the collar of the Order, which is
composed of double steels, interwoven
with flint stones, emitting sparks of
fire—the whole enameled in their proper
colors, at the end whereof hangs a golden
fleece. The fusils are joined two and
two together, as if they were double
B B’s, the cyphers of Burgundy, and the
flint stones, the ancient arms of the
sovereigns of Burgundy of the first
race—with their motto, ‘“Ante ferit quam
flamma micet.” On days of ceremony the
Knights wear an exceedingly splendid
costume, consisting of a robe of deep
red velvet lined with white silk, and of
a long purple velvet mantle, lined with
white satin, with a border richly em-
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broidered in gold; and this sentence, in
old French, “Je lay empris,” is em-
broidered in gold, scveral times, on the
exterior white satin border of the man-
tle. The cap is of purple velvet, with
gold embroidery, from which falls behind
a piece of the same material, which is
attached to the shoulder; a plain band
is suspended from the left of the cap.
The shoes and stockings are red. On
the day of epiphany, a chapter is holden
in presence of the emperor, who, at its
oonclusion, preceded by his court, and
accompanied by tho Knights, proceeds
to the Hall of Knights, and takes his
seat under the canopy, while the Knights
also occupy their accustomed places.
Here the candidates, who have been
waiting in the Council Chamber, in the
dress of their Order, are led by the
oldest Knight, preceded by the King-at-
Arms, into the Hall of Knights before
the throne. After baving received from
the Grand Master the investiture by the
blows of the sword, and tuken the pre-
scribed oath, in which they promise fidel-
ity and obedience to the sovereign, and
submission to the statutes, the emperor,
with his own hands, puts the collar round
their necks, and embraces them, which
ceremony is then repeated by the whole
of the Knights. On the completion of
the ceremony, the procession returns in
asimilar manner, and the newly-received
Knights occupy their allotted places.

GOLDEN RULE. Freemasonry rec-
ommends the practice of the golden
rule, do unto others as you would have
them do to you, not so much to preserve
the peace and order of civil society,
(which notwithstanding it cannot fail to
do) as to inspire in our own bosoms a
love of virtne and good will to man.

GOLGOTHA. The place of a Skull.
Aretired spot near Jerusalem,commonly
called Calvary, were Jesus was crucified,
and which contained his sepulcher. The
word is found in the Swedish and also
in the Templar rite.

GOOD SAMARITAN. A side or
androgynous degree, conferred only on
Royal Arch Masons, their wives and
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widows, It should be conferred in a
Royal Arch Chapter room. It is founded
on the tenth chapter of St. Luke, 30-35
verses. The principles of mercy and
hospitality are forcibly inculcated during
the ceremonies.

GORE. In Heraldry, it consists of
two arch lines, meeting in an acute angle

n the fesse point; a

‘harge which may be

ither dexter or sinister.

"he former is always an

onorable charge, but

he latter, being tenne,
an abatement for cowardice in battle.
Gussel, o similar charge, i3 sometimes,
but erroneously, called Gore.

GOTHIC CONSTITUTIONS. These
comprise all the statutes, laws, and
regulations enacted for the government
of Masons, from the convention of York,
A. D. 926, down to the revival, A. ». 1717,
These were revised by Dr. James Ander-
son, and published for the first time in
1722,

GRAMMAR. The science which has
for its object the laws which regulate
human language; one of the seven liberal
arts and sciences. It is grammar which
reveals the admirable art of language,
and unfolds its various constituent parts
—its names, definitions, and respective
offices. ‘‘God created man,” says Sanc-
tius, ‘‘ the participant of reason; and as
he willed him to be a sacial being, he
bestowed upon him the gift of language,
in the perfecting of which there are
three aids. TFhe first is Grammar, which
rejects from language all solecisms and
barbarous expressions; the second is
Logic, which is ocoupied with the truth-
fulness of language; and the third is
Rhetoric, which seeks only the adorn-
ment of language.”

GRAND ARCHITECT. This Most.
High Being ought to be duly revered by
every brother as the Great Architect of
heaven and earth, and his name ought
never to be spoken but with the greatest
humility and reverence. It is not im-.
proper, when we are always speaking of
Masonry, to call God the Great Architect
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of heaven and earth, as we also call him
the Lord of lords and King of kings.
Every one, even those who are not
Freemasons, call him the Creator of
heaven and of earth. He has created
everything that we can see; and it is
certain that he has created many things
which we have not power to see; and
when the brethren strive to adorn his
greatest work—when they assist in car-
rying on the spiritual temple in the
manner he has ordained—they most
agsuredly fulfill his holy law.

GRAND BODIES, Masontc. The
organization of Grand Bodies for the
government of Masonry in its repre-
sentative character is of recent date, as
compared with the age of the institution.
Every Lodge or body of Masons was
originally independent, as ‘‘a sufficient
number of Musons not less than seven
met together within a certain distiict,
with the consent of the sheriff or chief
magistrate of the place, were empowered
at this time to make Musons aud prac-
tice the rites of Masonry without warrant
of constitution. The privilege was
inherent in them as individuals.” The
custom prevailed in the early period of
Masonic history for the brethren to
asscmble annually for the purpose of
consunlting on the general concerns of
the Craft. At these yearly meetings the
Grand Mauaster, or Grand Patron of the
Order for the kingdom or province, was
elected by the whole brotherhood then
assembled. 'These gatherings were
called Annual Assemblies, and were
attended by members of the Craft
without regard to grade or position.
Atageneral assemblage of the Fraternity
of England in 1717, the following regu-
lation was adopted : ‘¢ That the privilege
of assembling as Masons, which had
hitherto been unlimited, no longer
rested in the power of the Fraternity
generally; but that every Lodge to be
hereafter convened, oxcept the four old
Lodges, at this time existing, should be
legally authorized to act by a warrant
from the Grand Master for the time
being, granted to certain individuals by
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petition, with the consent and approba-
tion of the Grand Lodge in commaunica-
tion, and that without such warrant no
Lodge should be hereafter deemed
regular or constitutional.”

GRAND EAST. \Vherever the supe.
rior body of the Masonic institutions is
situated that place is called the Grand
East (Grande Orient); London, York,
Dublin, Edinburgh, Paris, Vienna, and
Amsterdam, are all Grand Easts in
Masonic language. Every State 1
America has a Grand East, and every
other place where there is a governing
Grand Lodge is called by Masons the
Grand East. The East with Masons has
a peculiar meaning. It is well known
that the sciences first rose in the East,
and that the resplendent orb of light
from that quarter proclaims the glory of
the day. ‘‘And behold the Glory of the
God of Israel came from the way of the
East, and his voice was like the noise of
many waters; the earth shined with his
glory. The East Gate shall be shut; it
shall not be opened; and no man shall
enter by it, because the Glory of the
God of Israel hath entered by it. Itis
for the Prince.”

GRAND ELECT, PERFECT AND
SUBLIME MASON. The 14th degree
of the Ancient and Accepted rite, some-
times called the *¢ Degreo of Perfection.”
In France it is called ¢‘Grand Scotch
Mason of Perfection of the Sacred Vault
of James VI.” The degree is considered
to be the ultimate rite of ancient Ma-
sonry, as it is the last of the Ineffable
degrees that refer to the first temple.
The Masons who had been employed in
constructing the temple acquired im-
mortal honor. Their association becamo
more uniformly established and regulated
after the completion of the temple than
it had been before. In the admission of
new members their prudence and caution
had produced great respect, as merit
alone was required of every candidate.
With these principles firmly established
many-of the Grand Elect left the temple
after its dedication, and, traveling into
other countries, disseminated the knowl-

(Continued in No. 3.)
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ONE THING AT A TIME.

Ir is a difficult matter for a man of
ordinary ability to maintain ‘a divided
allegiance; with the best possible inten-
tions he inevitably gets things mixed up
and is uncertain whether in serving one
master he is not falling short of his duty
to the other. It is the idea conveyed in
the old saw about having too many irons
in the fire, a nice degree of manipulation
being required to keep them all at the
proper heat. On this principle, we hold
that o man who wants to be a Mason
should determine to be that in reality,
and devote whatever of time and talent
may be at his disposal to perfect himself
inaknowledge of the ways of the Craft,
and in discharging the various duties
resting on those who assume its obliga-
tions. If he does this he will find that
he has neither time nor inclination for
other affiliations, and he will keep aloof
from them, unless he is willing to play
second fiddle in Loth. The rules and
doctrines of Masonry are pertinent to
itself, and differ so widely from those of
modern imitative sociéties thatmen can-
not readily adapt themselves to both,
and hence, those who have been previ-
ously educated in some of the societies
of the day find it difficult to conform to
the old fashioned rigidity of our system.
We have remarked, too, that members of
other societies are apt to bring with them
into ours the business and diffiulties they
may have participated in, and thus gov-
ern their action in one body by occur-
rences in the other. Trouble always
ensues, and trouble too with which most
men have the least patience, because it
is needless. The better way is to be one
thing at a time, and be that well rather
than, attempting two or three, fail in all.

CrickeRrING Pranos.—We take pleas-
ure in referring brethren in want of a
first class piano of American make to
the advertisement of Messrs. CEICKER-
iNa@ & Sons, on second page of cover,
and in doing so, would call attention to
the following extract from a letter re-
ceived by this firm from the UNrrep
StaTes ConsuL at Berlin, Prussid, the
Hon. H. Kremsmaxn: ‘‘All those who
have seen, heard, examined and played
upon your magnificent CHICKERING
GRAND Piaxo, selected for me by Lieox-
HARD, the eminent pianist of your city—
among them the very best judges in
Berlin, piano players as well as piano

| makers—cannot sufficiently admire it,

and pronounce it superior to any Grand
Pianos made here or elsewhere in Ger-
many, not excepting the widely and
justly celebrated ‘Bechstein’ instru-
ments, of this city. The quality of the
tone of your splendid instrument is
found to be so refined and pure, it
“gings” so beautifully, as the Germans
express it, the quality of its tone is so
full, round and ample; the graduation
of strenth from the lower to the upper
registers so complete and even, and its
action and mechanism so perfect, that
all concur in the opinion that its equal
in excellence and perfection has not
before been seen in Berlin.

So numerous have been the encomiums
passed upon it, in many instances, from
local pride, given only because their
sense of justice and love of truth com-
pelled the eminent gentlemen to give
them—and for that reason all the more
valuable—that, I assure you, gentlemen,
I esteem it a privilege, and feel proud
to be in possession of this splendid
specimen of American art, ingenuit
and skill.” -
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THE LATE Masoxic Fam in aid of the
Hall and Asylum Fund was a marked,
indeed all things considered, a wonder-
ful success. It was, in the first place,
a new undertaking, with the details of
which the members of the Committee
were entirely unacquainted, and it re-
quired a generous and hearty codperation
on the part of the brethren to make it
successful. To make the brethren under-
stand the proposition and to ensure their
enthusiasm in carrying it to completion
involved a degree of labor not to be con-
templated with equanimity, requiring,
a8 it did, an almost total abnegation of

" other dutics, and the absolute setting
aside of any thought of leisure during
its continunance. Brethren were found,
however, equal to the task, and their
appeals met with a generous response.
The ladics gave their countenance and

" support, as they always do to any good
cause, and from that moment all doubt
ceased as to ultimate success, and the
only question was as to the extent of the
result. When the fair was opened the
public filled the halls steadily to the end,
the last night’'s receipts for admission
fees differing but slightly from the first.
Many ladies were in constant attendance
on the tables of the Lodges from the
opening to the closing, and that, too,
without the hope of other reward than the
grateful remembrance of the brethren.
Many versons not at all connected with
the Fraternity gave liberally to the fair
in merchandise and money, and finally
many brethren, among whom it will not
be invidious to mention Wririam T.
‘'WooDRUFF, JoHN J. GORMAN, Isaram
Ry~pErs, Jas. M. AvstiN, WrLam H.
TaoxmpsoN, JorN HooLe, Jomx Boyp,
WargeN C. Bexierr, Wu. H. Devins
and Wx..H. GLinNsMAN, labored from the
announcement of the project to the
closing of the fair with a zeal which no
words of praise can sufficiently laud, and
for which they seek no reward but the
satisfaction of success and the con-
sciousness of having faithfully labored
to promote the great cause in which they
with us have enlisted.
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This fair, like all others, illustrates one
of the curiosities of human nature seen
in that spirit which leads us to insist
upon doing things in our own way or
not at all; thus many persons spent their
money in the purchase of materials, and
their time in manufacturing articles of
fancy, which could not be sold except at
asacrifice, but these same persons, would
not have given outright the sum invested
in material, to say nothing of the time
occupied in making up; and again, many
persons who could not bring themselves
to give ten dollars direct to the fand
spent that sum several times over in pur-
chases of articles in the fair, demon-
strating over and over how difficult it is
to persuade men to give directly to the
object contemplated, instead of beating
the bird about the bush, attaining
probably the same result, but ata greatly
increased cost. However, the fair is tho
means of a very handsome increase to
the fund, and will materially shorten the
delay between this and the cornmence-
ment of the building.

———

HoxoRrARIUMs.—Appropriate and well-
merited testimonials have recently been
presented to W. Bro. Wu. R. Merriay,
by Crescent Lodge, No. 402; to R. W.
Bro. Jomy H. AxTHON, by Independent
Royal Arch Lodge, No. 2; to W. Bro. E.
H. CraiGg, by Stella Lodge, No. 485; to
W. Bro. Isazan RyNDERs, by Strict Ob-
servance Lodge, No. 94. These all took
the shape of gold watches and trim-
mings. W. THos. SoMMERS, received
one in his thirteenth reélection to the
Mastership of Kane Lodge, No. 454,
which, though not as tangible as gold, is
a sufficiently strong proof of the esteem
entertained for him by the brethren, and
of the devotion which has sustained him
through all these years of labor for the
upholding of his Lodge, and the greater
glory of the institution. Of the brethren
above mentioned, Bro. ANTHON retires
after six years ond Bro. RY~NDERS at the
end of seven years' ncceptable service.
Bro. Merriax still continues.



. EDITOR’S TRESTLE BOARD.

SewiNng MacHINES have now become
as indispensable to a well regulated
household a8 knives and forks to the
table, and they have been brought to
such perfection that they may almost bo
said to run themselves. Prominent
among them stands the WHEELER & WIL-
soN machine, which, for the various
demands of family sewing, has proved
itself entitled to the first place. Now,
there are throughout the country many,
very many families, deprived of husband
and father, by the exigencies of the war
or in the natural course of events, who
are more or less dependent on the assist-
ance of friends, for the daily crust and
needed ghelter. Most if not all of them
would gladly avail themselves of an
opportunity to provide for their own
wants, and to be producers as well as
consumers, had they but the capital to
embark in some business suited to their
abilities, and this stumbling block keeps
_ them ever in the toils of poverty, and
ever needing the helping hand of more
fortunaté neighbors. It must be admit-
ted, however, that it would be infinitely
better to provide some employment and
encourage habits of industry, both for
the parties themselves and the commu-
nity at large. Especially is this the case
with those having claims upon the relief
fands of our Lodges. Five or ten dollars
given to a family may bridge over asud-
den emergency, bat they afford no basis
for permanent amelioration; out of a
geries of such gifts craved and accorded
a8 pressing nccessities may demand,
nothing can be saved for the future,
while habits of thrift and foresight are
entirely set aside, till at last the iden of
permanent industry becomes irksome
and there is another addition to the
grand army of the helplessly poor. But
few I.odges have escaped such experi-
ences, and we trust there are none but
would gladly adopt a means by which
their benevolence could be made to effect
permanent good, add to the ranks of
the industrious instead of the idle, and
thus bless alike the giver and the recipi-
ent. To such the sewing machine offers
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opportunity, by the investment of a
small sum, to place the worthy at once in
a situation to provide for thomselves.
Bro. J. T. Eruts, of 935 Broadway, in
this city, will furnish machines at mana-
facturers’ prices, and when required make
the payments easy to Lodges.

—

A Masontc Crcrorepia.—We have be-
fore us a copy of the latest issue from
the fertile press of the Masonic Publish-
ing Co., which is a beautiful octavo of
some 556 pp., executed typographically
in the style for which the house is dis-
tinguished. It embraces the whole of
OLiver's Dictionary of Symbolical Ma-
sonry, together with a CoMPREHENSIVE
SUPPLEMENT, containing definitions of
technical terms used by the Fraternity,
also an account of the rise and progress
of Freemasonry and its kindred associa-
tions—ancient and modern. This work,
edited by RoserT Macoy, assisted by
several well-known and able Masonic
writers, presents the largest array of
facts in connection with the history and
technicalities of Freemasonry ever before
presented in a single volume, and Ma-
sonic readers and students will find it an
indispensable vade mecum of reference,
which will save them the trouble of
wading through many volumes to find
the verification of, perhaps, a single
assertion. We most heartily commend
it to the attention of the Craft, certain as
we are that every brother who examines
it will agree with nsthat it is one of the
most reliable contributions ever made to
Masonic literature.

oso———-—

DeAD.—We regret to announce the
death, on the 7th ult., of our friend and
brother NerEM1AH Peck, well and favor-
ably known to the active Masons of New
York city, as a quiet and unostentatious
gentleman, but a zealous workman and
an earnest and conscientious Mason.
He was a member and Past Master of
Mechanic Lodge, No. 31, and a member
of various other organizations. We sin-
cerely condole with his family and friends
in the loss we have sustained.
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France.—The Grand Orient of France
is composed of the Grand Master, the
Conncil of the Order, and the presiding
officers of all the bodies in the jurisdic-
tion. The Grand Master is elected for
five years, by ballot, at a general assem-
bly of the Grand Orient, specially con-
vened for that purpose. His powers are
executive and, in connection with the
Council of the Order, administrative.
He has the right to preside at all Masonic
mectings, promulgates the decrees and
decisions of the Grand Orient, and con-
vokes its assemblies. He has also the
right to remit the penalties incurred by
Masons or Lodges. The Grand Master
bhas the right to appoint two Deputy
Grand Masters, for such length of time
as he may think proper, who take his
place when necessary, and who have
rank, seat, and voice in the deliberations
of the Council of the Order and in the
assemblies of the Grand Orient. Atthe
expiration of the Grand Master's term of
office, the functions of his Deputies cease.

The “‘Grand College of Rites,” Su-
preme Council for France and the French
possessions, established as a part of the
Grand Orient, holds its meetings in Paris,
and is composed of members regularly
in possession of the 33d degree. The
number of members is limited to thirty-
threc, which comprises the Grand Master
of the Order, who iy Sov. Grand Com-
mander, and his two Deputies, who hold
the positions of First and Second Lieut.
Grand Commanders. It alcne has the
right to confer the 33d degree. Its special
mission is to confer the 31st, 32d, and 33d
degrees.

‘The Grand Orient of France recognizes
eight different rites, as follows: French
Rite, Rite of Herodem, A. and A. Scotch
Rite, Rite of Kilwinning, Philosophical
Rite, Reformed Rite, Rite of Memphis,
and Rite of Misraim.

By the French constitutions, the sons
of Masons may be initiated at the age of
18, ‘with the consent of their father,
mother, or guardian, but cannot receive
the second or third degree until they have
attained the age of 21,
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The Grand Master of France is Gen.
MEeLLiNeT; of England, the Earl of Zet-
land; of Irelaund, the Duke of Leinster;
of Hanover, King Georae V.; of Hol-
land, Prince FreperIck; of Portugal,
Count de Paraty; of Sweden and Norway,
King CaarLes XV.

Tue WasHINGTON RELIcs. —The Lodges
throughout the State of New York were
appealed to by the M. W. Bro. HoLMEs,
in June last, to subscribe an amount not
exceeding five dollars for each Lodge,
to make a fund for the purchase of the
relics of our Illustrious Brother, Wasn-
INGTON, now in private hands but
offered to the Fraternity for a considera-
tion. Many of the Lodges have already
responded to the appeal, but as the
circular was issued at a time when more
than the number of Lodges were at
recess it is possible that in many cases
it may have been forgotten. We, there-
fore, take the liberty of reminding all
Lodges which have not contributed that
a considerable amount is still needed to
complete the amount required.

Since the above was written, this very
interesting letter of Bro. WasmINGTON
has been purchased, and a lithographic
fac-simile been produced, which can be
had for the trifling sum of 40 cents a
copy, at the Grand Secretary's office, of
the Mas. Pub. & Man. Co., 432, Broome
street, or of J. W. Simoxs, 30 Catharine
street, New York.

Fair EvoucH.—At the conclusion of
the Masonic fair 4 number of the Lreth-
ren who desired to perpetuate the re-
membrance of the pleasant moments of
its existence, and at the same time to
mark their sense of appreciation of the
constant and arduous services rendered
by Mesdames AvusTIN and Sioxs, pre-
sented to cach of them aservice of plate.

Norice.—Agents for the EcLEcTIC are
furnished with printed receipts, on
colored paper, having the stamp of the
Masonic Publishing and Manufacturing
Co. on the front, and the signature of J.
L. WarTE, General Agent, on the back.
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DEDICATION OF LODGES.
{Continued from page 50.]

Is it not possible that there might have existed, at some remote
day, a spurious Masonry and spurious Lodges, the true hailing from
the Lodge of St. Jomx of Jerusalem, as we hail from York to
distinguish our rite from the Scottish and French Rites? It wasan
answer, perhaps, to a test question.

In 1717, the phrase “The Holy Lodge of St. Joux” was used by
AxnpersoN. In 1721, the same words were used in another form. In
the «Old York Lecture,” so called by OLIvER, we “have the patronage
of Masonry passed from Soromox to St. Jorn the Baptist,” and it
was only until “a little later in the century in a ritual practiced in
the north of England” the name of St. Jor~ the Evangelist occurs.
In the Charter of Colne or Cologne, (a document of doubtful
authenticity,) of 1535, it is asserted that the Brotherhood were
dedicated to Holy St. Jonx, and were called the “Initiated Brothers
of St. Jorx.” Dr. Oiver himself asserts that Lodges have alwajs
been dedicated to Gop and Holy St. Joun, from the very beginning
of the Christian era. It is St. Joax’s Masonry, not Saints Jonx, in-
Scotland. Again:*we have the expression “that the introduction of
the legend of St. Jonx into Masonry was the work of the Templars.”
The Masons on the continent admit the connection of St. Jorx with
Masonry, but give the honor to St. Joux the Almoner. So it is
perfectly certain that the dedication to St. JorN the Evangelist 1s the
work of the last hundred years and was the result of the introduction
of the Sts. Jonx in connection with the parallels.

b
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DepicatioN To ST. JOHN.
‘We must look to St. Jorn the Baptist, or to St. Jorx the Almoner,
a8 the original patron Saint of Freemasonry, if we go behind 1717.

HurcHINsON says: .

“In modern Masonry, it is given as a principle, why our dedication
of Lodges is made to St. Joun, that the Masons who engaged to
conquer the Holy Land chose that Saint for their patron,” and adds,
“I should be sorry to appropriate the Balsarian sect of St. Jonx as
an explanation of this principle. St. Jorx obtains our dedication,
as being the proclaimer of that salvation which was at hand.”

This was written a little less than a hundred years ago. If we go
back to Kwwinnine for authority, we find its origin in the battle of
Bannockburn, on the 24th June. Bro. Mackey and Bro. Dove trace
it to the heliacal worship of the ancients. The festival8 being at the
solstices, and the fétes of Sts. JonN being 8o near, in course of time,
after the establishment of Christianity, the former celebrations were
merged in the latter. In this, they have adopted Tom Paixe’s
opinion. Paing, however, was not a Mason, but wrote against
Masonry. We reject this, however, without further remark, so far as
it relates to the dedication, for the reason that the dedication was to
only one St. JonN, as we have shown in a former part of this article,
and the ancient festivals were held on both the summer and winter
solstices. The festivals, however, on St. Joun’s days may have had
their origin in the ancient ceremonies of reception, among the Knights
of St. Jorn of Jerusalem. The following promise was made:

«J, , do vow and promise to Almighty Gob, to the eternal
Virgin Mary, Mother of Gop, and to St Jorx the Baptist, to render
henceforth,” etc.

Bro. MackEey, in the same article from which we make this extract,
says: .
“In 1048, some pious merchants from Amalfi, in the kingdom of
Naples, built a Church and Monastery at Jerusalem, which they
dedicated to St. Joux the Almoner. The monks were hence called
Brothers of St. Jonn, or Hospitallers.”

Here we have allusions to both Sts. Jorx, the Baptist and Almoner,
in one association. The promise or oath to the Baptist, and the
dedication to the Almoner. Which of these two had the original
honor of our dedication, as well as the date of the commencement
of that dedication, will obtain our consideration. That the year a. .
1048 is as early as the selection of either for patron of Ancient
Craft Masonry was likely to have been made. In rejecting the
“Jaxvus” hypothesis, we did not reject the supposition that Masonry
passed through the Dionysiacs into the Collegia Fabrorum incorpo-
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rated by Nuya; for many of the rules and symbols of the Collegia
Fabrorum were identical with those of Freemasonry, as well as the
moral teachings andinculcations of obedience to masters. The term
of service (seven years) was the same. There are, indeed, many
points of resemblance. Yet Masonry was elsewhere, and it was
several centuries after Crrist that the Gospel was received by all
the nations of Europe even. : :

Christianity had only made “some progress” in the fifth century,
among the Franks and Germans. It was not until a. 0. 432 that
Svuccaravs (St. Patriok) arrived in Ireland, and even in Britain the
Christians were persecuted by the Picts, Scots and Anglo-Saxons.
The Vandals persecuted them in Spain, Gaul and Africa. “Progress”
was made in the conversion of the English in the seventh century.
The Archbishoprics of London, (afterward translated to Canter-
bury,) and York, with twenty Bishoprics, were established in the
seventh century. The Germans were finally converted by Bonrrace
only in the eighth century, while the conversion of the Swedes,
Danes, Saxons, Huns, Bohemians, Moravians, Sclavonians, Bulga-
riansand Russians, wasonly a fact in the ninth century. In the tenth,
the Hungarians and Polanders were converted, and Christianity
became the established religion in Muscovy, Denmark and Norway;
but it was not until the twelfth century that the island of Rugen
kneeled to the cross by the command of WarLDEMAR, and Finland
was compelled to yield its paganism to a victorious general. And it
was not until 1198, within two years of the 13th century, six hundred
and fifty-seven years ago, only, when the Livonians were “dragooned
into the profession of Christianity,” according to Dr. Mosmzm, that
Christianity was the professed religion of the whole of Europe. We
had made this brief collection of facts to show the folly of the asser-
tion made by the Massachusetts Committee, that “we have no
evidence that there have been any Lodges but Christian Lodges,
since the destruction of Jerusalem,” but we use them here to prove
that unless Masonry waited for Christianity nine hundred years at
Jerusalem, and then traveled pari passu with it, over the continent
of Europe as well as Asia, the following extract, which we copy from
the Massachusetts report, is full of gross errors:

“ When Masonry was in the custody of the Jews, there is no doubt
that Lodges were dedicated to SoLomon. But after the destruction
of the temple at Jerusalem, and dissolution of the Jewish polity,
both civil and ecclesiastical, Masonry naturally fell into the hands of
Christians. From that time to this, our tradition is, that they were

dedicated to the Saints Jorxn, and no historical facts have been, or
can be, adduced, to show that tradition in this respect is erroneous.”
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And that the dedication to St. Jorn could not, at least, have been
universal among Masons much, if any, earlier than the crusades ic
also shown by the history of the progress of Christianity.

Although St. CLeMENT, in his first Epistle to the Corinthians, speaks
of “Sanctos Apostolos,” and St. AmBRosE, as early as the fourth cen-
tury, applies the epithet Sanctus to Jorx the Baptist; and others of
the Fathers, at an earlier date, very probably, may have done the
same, as it was soon applied to the martyrs, also, and others, on the
authority of individual bishops; yet the Church did not commence
the canonization of any until the ninth century. It is probable that
it was about or subsequent to this period the custom of placing
children under the protection of particular Saints, or the choosing
of a certain Saint as a patron at the baptism of a child, was com-
menced. Church buildings and Church societies and organizations
were afterward dedicated to them. In Christian countries, it is pos-
sible that Masonic Lodges may have been dedicated to St. Jonx,
being then none who dared to oppose, the enmity between Jews and
Christians being more intense than between those who knelt to
different gods; and the persecution of the Christians by the Jews
was repaid with interest by the Christians to the sons of Israel
Angd, finally, if we are to believe the Massachusetts Committee, Jews
were not in England admitted into the Lodge; for they asscrt:

“From the best of our information, it was not until about the
middle of the last century that the Jews were admitted into Free-
masonry, with the exception of their conneetion with the spurious
Lodges of the Continent.”

In the middle of the last century, the Jews in England began to
reclain their rightsin the Lodges, and we very much question whether
any authority, written or traditional, of the last or any previous
century, and certainly there is none in this, of any weight which says
that there was any rule in a single Lodge in Great Britain, or on the
Continent, authorizing the opinion that Jews, applying for initiation,
were rejected on account of their faith. We do not find it in
AxpEersoN, PrestoN, nor HurcrixsoN, nor Dr. OrLives.

We are wandering, however, from the point in hand. “The Old
Lectures in Masonry,” says Dr. OLIVER, in his “Antiquities,” ask:
“What is the chief reason why our Lodges are dedicated to St. Jorn?
In the time of the Palestine wars, the Masonic Knights having
united with those of St. Jonn of Jerusalem to fight against the
infidels, having placed themselves under the protection of that Saint,
and proving victorious in battle, they agreed, after returning thanks
to Gop, that the Lodges of Masons should forever be dedicated to
Gop and Holy St. Jorw.”
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An allusion to these “Old Lectures,” under the phrase “others
say,” was made by Bro. OLver in his Mirror, but not so fully. The
“Old Lectures” here quoted do not appear to bear any relationship
to the “Old Lectures,” or “Old York Lectures,” mentioned elsewhere.
He confined, subsequently, the tradition to the Masons on the Conti-
nent of Europe. In his Antiquities, he does not so confine it, but
calls the Lectures “the Old Lectures of Masonry.” It will be noted
that in this Lecture is the authority from which Bro. Oriver derives
the dedication to Gop and St. Jorx, but which he failed to produce
in his Mirror, for his assertion there is “that Lodges had always
been dedicated to Gop and St. Joax.”

It appears to us, in reviewing all the authority and traditions, that
there is no reliable evidence that St. Jorn the Baptist had any con-
nection with Masonry until 1717, at the “revival of Masonry in the
south of England,” and when Lodges were first chartered, or not
allowed to open without a warrant from the Grand Master. Dr.
OvLiver places great stress upon the intelligence and information of
the Masons of that day, and whatever they allowed or adopted was
of antiquity. Such is not our view. When we consider that
“Masonry was at a low ebb” and almost blotted from existence, it is
difficult to conceive that there should have been an extraordinary
amount of Masonic knowledge or wisdom a¢ that period, in London,
whatever there might have been at York. It is well known that
Axpersox lacked many materials, on account of the fear which pre- .
vailed among the brethren that he would publish too much, and they
refused him all aid, and destroyed many manuscripts. The manu-
scripts which he had have been preserved, doubtless, by the Grand
Lodge of England.

That Lodges held their meetings on the festivals of the Sts. Jonx,
or that of one of them prior to that time, may be true; but whether,
on account of change of days from the solstices or not, there is no
evidence of the dedication being to those Saints. The Lectures
mention St. JorN of Jerusalem; this was neither the Baptist or the
Evangelist. That the adoption of a Saint for a patron was after the
ninth century, and before the Reformation, we think tolerably certain.
Every individual Church, Guild and Corporation; when the Catholic
Church held undisputed sway over Europe, including Great Britain,
chose some Saint as patron, and even the bells of the Catholic
Churches and Cathedrals then, as now, were baptized with the name
of some Saint. Even nations had their patron Saints; England her
St. Georce, France her St. Dexxnis, Scotland her St. ANprew, ete. It
was a part of the system of the Roman Catholic Church. That the
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dedication is coeval with that portion of the lecture which speaks ot
the Holy St. Jonn of Jerusalem we think not impossible, the dedica-
tion, as we have seen, being but to one St. JorN; and not being able
to determine on any time subsequent to the crusades when Lodges
were not dedicated to St. Jonn, and the time necessary to make the
custom universal, we are inclined to adopt the opinion that the
dedication had its origin at Jerusalem and that then, or immediately
on the return of the crusaders to the west of Europe, the phrase,
“From the Lodge of the Holy St. Jorx of Jerusalem,” was adopted
The other Sis. JomN were not designated St JonN or Sts. Jomx of
Jerusalem, in the Church, nor in ecclesiastical or profane history; but
St. Jonx, the founder of the hospital at Jerusalem, was always so
designated. That the dedication was changed from him to St. Jomnx
the Baptist, and then to the two Sts. Jonx, in London—the latter
change about the time Bro. Duxckesry added the parallels—is, we
think, certain. The former, subsequent to the time of ANpERsox, is
the most probable conjecture. It was an easy matter to add the
Baptist to the “Holy St. Jorn;” but we think it doubtful whether it
was affixed until the parallels were added to the Lecture, and the
“Dedicated to the Holy Sts. Jorn” followed, almost as a matter of
course. In the ritual of ANpErsoN, nothing is said of the dedication
to either of the Sts. Jomx, nor St. JorN; but we have the following:

Q. From whence come you?

A. From the Holy Lodge of St. Jorx.

Q. What recommendation do you bring from thence ?

A. A recommendation from the brethren and fellows of that right
worshipful Lodge and Holy Lodge of St. Jorx, from whence I came,
who greet you thrice heartily.

This was the earliest lecture. There is nothing said here about
St. Joun the Baptist.

In Bro. DunceerLy’s lectures, which Bro. OLivEr is persuaded are
identical with MarTIN CLARE'S, (he has said elsewhere that DonckerLy
had enlarged and improved the previous lectures,) he says:

“ The same asseveration 13 repeated; “and more than this, St. Jorx wag
Now introduced into the style of the O. B., that the great truth might be
Sully impressed upon every candidate at his first wnitiation. It ran
thus:—¢In the presence of Gop, and this right worshipful and holy
Lodge, dedicated to Gop and Holy St. Jonx;’ and this asseveration
corresponded with it—¢So help me Gop and Holy St. Jorn.””

This, in truth, conclusively proves that NerrHEr St. Jomx the
Baptist, nor the Evangelist,.was connected, AT TBAT paTE, (1717,)
WITH FREEMASONRY; THE PARALLELS AND THEIR EXPLANATIONS HAVING BEEN
INTRODUCED SUBSEQUENTLY BY DuNckErLy. This settles the whole

question.
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The only point which remains for us to consider is: Shall we again
change our dedication, either to that of 1717, or to the original
dedication, whatever it may have been ?

‘We arrive at the conclusion, in review of the authorities quoted,
that the dedication of Lodges to St. Jon~ the Evangelist was less than
a century old; that to St. Jorx the Baptist had its origin within the
last century; and that, prior to that period, the honor was to St.
Jonx the Almsgiver, otherwise called St. Jor~ of JErvsaLEM, and that
this usage commenced subsequent to the ninth, and most probably
after the twelfth century. This usage was, we think it not unlikely,
brought to the west of Europe by the Masons among the Crusaders,
or had its commencement in the year a. o. 1500, when the Grand
Master of the Order of St. Joun was the Grand Master of the
Masons in England. Prior to the dedication to St. Josx of Jerusa-
lem, the honor was given to Soromox, or Lodges were dedicated to
Gop and his service. According to Dr. OLiver, the old lectures of
Masonry gave the dedication to Gop and St. JorN. Considering all
the testimony and the probabilities of the case, we are of opinion
that this is the oldest dedication of which we have record evidence,
and that the addition of St. Jorx was the result of the influence of
the Roman Catholic Church, and the custom by that Church of
adopting patron or guardian Saints. We are here met by the
questions:

Shall we retain the dedication to the Sts. Jorn? Shall we return
to that of St. Jonx the Baptist, or to St. Jor~ the Almsgiver? Shall
we dedicate to Soroyox or to Gop?

If any change be now made, we take it for granted that there will
not be any difference of opinion about the propriety of going back
to the original dedication—to Sovomon, or to Gon. Whether the
Grand Lodge of England, in 1813, adopted “to Goop and his
service,” on an argument that this was the original dedication, we are
not informeéd. Our text-books and lectures have told us that, before
the Christian dispensation, the dedication of Lodges were to
Soromox; but to this we have to oppose the argument drawn from the
oldest dedication of record, “to Gop and St. Jorn,” and the supposi-
tion that St. Joux was an addition made to the original dedication.
‘We should thus be giving a preference to the record over mere
tradition, which, being connected with a modern innovation, we do
not esteem of the same value with our other traditions; thatis, it being
manifest that the dedication to St. Joun of Jerusalem was, compara-
tively speaking, a recent affair, it results that the dedication was, prior
to the adoption of St. Jorn as a patron, to Gop or to SoLomon—that
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it was to Gop, in connection with St. Joex” at one time we have the
evidence of the oldest formula preserved, and in that the name of
SoromoN was not mentioned.

But we have higher testimony. The temple at Jerusalem was
dedicated to Almighty Gop; and that the Masonic Fraternity should
dedicate themselves to Gop, us composing a temple of which that at
Jerusalem was the acknowledged type is at least a very reasonable
supposition.

‘We can trace back the time to the origin of the dedication to the
Sts. Jonx, the Evangelist, the Baptist, and to the Almoner, but not
to the time when it was changed from Soromox to Gop, if it ever
occurred. There is a possibility that the original dedication may have
been to SoLomon; but the weight of the testimony is decidedly, we
think, on the side of the original dedication having been to Gop.

Ought the dedication to be now changed, having determined to
whom the dedication was originally made?

There was a time when we should strenuously have opposed any
change. When it was understood that the dedication was to the Sts.
Jorx, not because of their connection with Crmrist, but on account
of their Masonic zeal, neither Jew nor Gentile had a right to
complain. When, however, in tracing back the history of the
dedication, and of our lectures, we have noted the addition of
emblems with Christian explanations, and have seen the rapid
progress made in sectarizing Freemasonry, and a new reason given
for the dedication—and when we see that this dedication has become
the stand point and support of other innovations—when it is argued
that the dedications being to the Sts. Jorn, Freemasonry is no longer
cosmopolitan in its character, that Christians alone should have
control over the institution, that Masonry is “progressive,” and that
we must tack on to it everything which we may think good—and
when we contemplate the effect of these innovations, which must
inevitably result in the adoption of all the isms of the present day
in morals, politics, and religion, down to those which almost disgrace
humanity, and these as variant as the localities of our Lodges—we
cannot doubt our duty.

‘We believe that the Grand Lodge of England acted wisely, and
for the best interests of both Christianity and Masonry, by restoring
the old dedication, and by striking from the ritual of the latter all
reference to the former. It has been urged against Freemasonry
that many of her initiates were relying on Masonry as “a good
enough religion for them,” while on the other hand, the connection
destroyed its universality and proportionably the usefulness of our
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code of moral law with many, by whom every Christian will think it
as much needed as by himself, and will do much to prevent a propa-
gation of the knowledge of the ever-living and true Gob.

Though with some inconsistency for him, Bro. OLiver well remarks:

“I do not mean to infer that the introduction of the Sts. Jorx is
essential to the character of ancient Masonry, because I am not insen-
sible to the fact that such a construction might possibly compromise
its universal application to every age and nation in the world.”

He objects to Moses and Soromox as patrons, being Jews, and for
that the Craft is almost solely in the hands of Christians, and there
are but few Jewish or Turkish Lodges in comparison. This is no
reason, however, to oppose the dedication to Gop, and we think it
best that all Lodges should be dedicated to the G. A. O. T. U.

‘When a union has long existed, though in some measure between
discordant subjeots, it may be it is not without difficulty and perhaps
pein that a divoree is brought about. Even so it is in discarding an
error which we have long embraced as truth. It is doubly so when
the error is beautiful in itself, and is only evil by position—and,
instead of being demoralizing, is elevating in all its influences. The
long exercise of a custom becomes like a personal habit, onerous to
change; so it is with a long cherished opinion or tradition in Masoary.
Relying mainly on our unwritten traditions, it is with the greater
tenacity that an old Mason adheres to the traditions given to him at
his initiation. 'We cannot soon forget the pang we felt when we
learned that the Royal and Select degrees were no part of Ancient
Masonry; nor that which the knowledge gave that much of Royal
Arch Masonry was but a century old. The resultsto which we have
arrived will cause a like pain to many of our readers, and a feeling
for a moment of a loss of confidence in tradition; but the history
and tradition from which these results are drawn are not ours, and
in good truth, one of them was contrary to our convictions when we
commenced these series of articles in review of the report in Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts; but our conclusions were irresistible. We
believe that all good Masons will, in reflecting on this subject,
exclaim with the ancient philosopher: “Dear unto us is SocraTes,
and dear unto us is Praro, but the truth is dearer unto us than both.”

The M. W. Grand Lodge of England was the first to adopt the
innovation, and has been the first to discard it. We cannot mate-
rially err in this matter, by following her example.

“The prerogative of infancy is innocence; of childhood, reverence;
of manhood, maturity; and of old age, wisdom.” _



GENERAL MORDECAI GIST,*

AN OFFICER OF THE REVOLUTION AND GRAND MASTER OF SOUTH CAROLINA.

GeNERAL Monrbecar Gist was one of the patriots of the Revolutian,
whose name is alike honorably connected with the annals of Masonry
and with the history of our country. His ancestors emigrated from
England to Maryland at an early day, and settled in Baltimore. He
received a mercantile education, and was employed in that business
when the war of the Revolution commenced. It is not known at
what age or in what Lodge he became a Mason. Two Lodges of
Ancient York Masons were chartered in the city of Baltimore, by the
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, in 1770, and it is probable he was
made in one of these, as he had risen to the rank of Worshipful
Master previous to the Revolution.

‘When the war of the Revolution commenced, the young men of
Baltimore formed an independent company, of which they elected
Morpecat Gist as captain.  This was the first military organization
in Maryland for the defense of American liberty. In 1776, Mr. Gist
was appointed Major of a battalion of Maryland regulars, and
bravely led his men in the terrible conflict on Long Island in that

*Extract from a work of great value and interest, just published, entitled

¢ WasmINGTON AND HIS8 Masonic Compeers.” By SmoNey Haypewx. With an
original Port=:it of WasHINGTON, etc.



MORDECAI GIST. 83

a_d(h:;;sa were sent to the different Grand Masters in the United
States; and although the convention had delicately forborne to
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mention the name of 'WasHiNaTON a8 their choice for General Grand
Master, yet it was well understood that such was their wish.

In the following spring, General Gisr was sent with his command
to assist General Gares in South Carolina. While at the north, he
and the brethren in his troops had enjoyed Masonic privileges in
the different Masonic Lodges in the army. No Military Lodges
existed in the southern army, and he therefore applied to the Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvania for a warrant to hold one in the line under
his command, and a warrant was granted, constituting him its Master.
This Lodge was numbered 27 on the Pennsylvania Grand Lodge
registry. Its warrant bore date, April 4, 1780.

After the capture of CornwarLis, General Gisr joined the southern
division of the army under General Greene; and when the army was
remodeled in 1782, General Greene gave him the command of the
“light corps.” It wasa part of his command, under General LavurEns,
that dealt one of the last blows to the enemy in an engagement on
the banks of the Combahee. Thus was it the fortune of General
Ghsr to fight gallantly for his country from the commencement to the
close of the war. He had heard its first clarion notes and its last
battle-shout; and when it was closed, he retired to a plantation which
he had purchased near Charleston, in South Ca.rohna., and, like
‘WasmiNGTON, engaged in agricultural pursuits.

The warrant from the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania to General
Gist, empowering him to hold Lodges in the Maryland line of the
army, was, by resolution of that Grand Lodge, vacated at the close
of the war; but in 1786 another was granted to him to hold a Local
Lodge, with the same registry number (27), at Charleston, South
Carolina, by the same Grand Body. This warrant constituted
General Morpecar Gist Master, and Tromas B. Bowex and Epanramt
MircaeL. Wardens. In 1787, the Lodges of Ancient York Masons
in South Carolina united to form an Independent Grand Lodge for
that State; and of this Grand Body General Gisr became the first
Deputy Grand Master.

The Hon. WiLLiaM Drayrox, chief-justice of the State, was at the
same time Grand Master. He was the first Grand Master of Ancient
York Masons in that jurisdiction. General Gist was his Deputy in
1787-88-89, and succeeded him as Grand Master in 1790, and held
the office for two years, when he was succeeded by Major Tromas B.
Bowex, who had been his first Senior Warden under his Pennsylvania
Local Lodge warrant.

Gen. Gist had two sons, whom he named InpePENDENT and STATES.
He died September, 1792, at the age of fifty years.
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H. R. Aopison, in his “ Hours in Hindoostan,” says: “The glories
of Calcutta are well ushered in by the charms of Garden Reach, a
spot so perfectly beautiful that the newly-arrived Englishman, on
passing this part of the river, on his voyage from Diamond Harbor
to the metropolis, at once begins to believe himself in Fairy-land.
The magnificent streara up which he is sailing is here wide, and,
comparatively speaking, clear. The banks on either side, sloping
gently down to the water’s edge, are covered with the only real
verdure I ever saw in Bengal. Flowers and shrubs, of every hue,
peep forth from amongst the foliage; while bungalows, of the most
refined taste, stud the sides, and invite the traveler to land and try
a foretaste of Indian hospitality. There was a time, indeed, when
every rural habitation of this kind was open to the new-comer, and
bed, board, and a hearty welcome, were proffered to every Briton
who here arrived. Even though the master of the cottage was away,
the servants had, then, orders to receive and wait upon whoever
might seek the shelter of these picturesque roofs. Those times have
passed away—maunificence and reckless expenditure have given place
to economy and prudence. The style of persons who now seek the
shores of Asia has also altered. ¢ Tempora muntantur, et nos muta-
mur cum illis” But Garden Reach is still the same as regards its
picturesque beauties; and though every bungalow is not now open
to the stranger and the wiyfarer, the person who txavels up by water
from the place of anchorage to Calcutta will do well to stop here,
and partake of the good fare which a very nice hotel proffers. It is
to this house that many families go to meet their relatives arriving
from England, and hence conduct them to the capital. Never was
I more delighted with the sight of any spot than I was with Garden
Reach. I eagerly gave orders to be set op shore, anxious at once to
land on the lovely spot, and meet some friends who had written to
Madras, telling me to expect them here. As I approached the neat
little hotel, so different from our suburban smoking inns at Black-
wall and Greenwich, I met a large party escorting an elderly
gentleman and a young lady, who seemed to be his daughter, down
to a budgerow which was to convey them to a vessel lower down the
river, only waiting their arrival to sail for Europe. At the water’s
edge the parting took place, and a more affectionate one I never
beheld. The departing friend had apparently been long endeared
to them: he was evidently highly esteemed by them all. On some
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of their parching cheeks I even saw a tear trickle down, as they
wrung his hand with earnest friendship; and a light drop glistened
in many of their eyes, as they fervently pronounced ¢ God bless you!’
Bowed down more by ill health than years, their friend hid his face
in his handkerchief, and hurrying his daughter on board the boat,
hastened into the cabin, to conceal the emotion he felt at thus part-
ing—parting most likely forever from the companions of his youth,
the friends of his middle age—to whom he felt endeared by every
tie of affection and long acquaintance—about to return to a land,
which, though once his home, had become desolate to him from the
loss of those he loved; about to change the warm welcomings of
friendship and regard for the cold suspicious salutation of strangers;
about to visit the spot where he had left parents and kindred, now
numbered with the dead; to recommence life as it were, and recog-
nize once familiar and dear objects, now the property of strangers,
perhaps enemies—in a word, to rend every tie he had sc happily
woven; to burst asunder every link of friendship, and begin life
again, at an age when sunguine youth no longer lends its energies
to overcome difficulties and bear up against unkindness. Such was
the fate of him who now left the shore. Though a stranger, I could
not help joining in every wish for his future happiness. There was
a look of mild resignation, of philanthropic feeling, beaming in his
countenance, which at once engaged my best regards. During tiffin,
I asked who he was, and found his name was RosmsoN. He had
been a resident in India during twenty years, but unfortunately,
having been more generous than prudent, he had managed to amass
but little wealth—he was worth, perhaps, ten thousand pounds,
certainly not more; with this he was now returning to Europe, the
doctors having declared a longer sojourn in Asia would endanger
his life. Poor, but respected, he therefore left his friends, having
taken home with him his fortune, invested in indigo, the exchange
of the rupee being so low as to compel the Anglo-Indian to remit it
in anything rather than in specie. Ropmson had not insured his
investment, as he was to sail in the same ship with it. I do not
remember the name of the vessel, but we will style it ‘The Dover
Castle’ On arriving at the hotel, which was one of the sweetest
bungalows I ever entered, commanding a splendid view of the river,
we found tiffin ready, and the acquaintances of Mr. Roprxsox wait-
ing to join us in our meal. I soon learnt these gentlemen were all
Freemasons, who had come down thus far to do honor to their
friend, who for many years had presided over the Lodge in Calcutta;
that he had been greatly instrumental in its foundation, and ever
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and every one seemed happy and elate. As a stranger, I had not
supposed it necessary to tell the news I had heard; I naturally
imagined they had also learnt the afflicting tidings. In this,
however, I was wrong; for in the evening, a chit (a note) was
brought to the President, who, with unaffected emotion, read it
aloud. It told in a few words what I had already learnt, and con-
firmed the suspicion I had, that poor RosixsoN was now pennyless,
compelled to remain in India at the risk of his life, again to toil for
the uncertain chance of living to amass a sufficient competency to
return to Europe. A general gloom was evident on every counte-
nance, and many a sigh spontaneously burst forth on hearing the
dreadful tale. Presently the countenance of one whom I dare not
name suddenly brightened up; a proposition was made, which
instantly diffused general pleasure, and called forth long and
unanimous applause. In Europe the fact will seem almost incredible
—yet it is strictly true, that within one month from the circumstance
I have just mentioned, Rosinson sailed with his daughter for Eng-
land, bearing with him & fortune of twelve thousand pounds, the
amount of a voluntary subscription created by his warmly-attached
Brother Masons in Bengal.”



THE MOSQUE OF OMAR.

Tris magnificent Mosque is believed to have been commenced by
the Caliph Owmar, the first of that name, and father-in-law of
ManoMET, between the years a. p. 638 and 644, and very much
enlarged, beautified and enriched, in fact, quite rebuilt by the
Caliph ABD-EL-MELEK in A. p. 686. It was seven years in building:
the Moslems believe it to stand over the rock on which Jacos was
sleeping when he saw the vision of the heavenly ladder; but it is
still more sacred to them, as to us, from having been the sacred rock
beneath the altar of SoroMon’s Temple, whereon the daily sacrifice
was offered.

During the time of the Latin kingdom in Jerusalem this Mosque
became a Christian cathedral, where the service was daily sung and
an altar erected on the summit of the rock. The building was
called by the Crusaders the ‘ Temple of the Lord.”

The fanciful and intricate patterns of the porcelain walls of the
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Mosque, the graceful letters of the inscription round it, and the
tracery of the windows are still more beautiful on a closer inspec-
tion—nothing can be more perfect of their kind, or more peculiarly
charming than the harmony of the colors; the windows are filled
with stained glass of the very richest and most brilliant colors, that
even the palmiest days of -the medieval ages could produce in
Europe—the effect of the dim religious light upon the interior of
the dome, which was once entirely. gilt, on the adornment of the
walls -and columns, and on the bare, naked, rough rock below, is

singularly beautiful.

Two rows of columns encircle the center, formmg a double cor-
ridor, and support the clerestory and the dome: these columns have
evidently belonged to some other building—their capitals are mostly
of acanthus leaves.

The rock itself is enclosed in a metal screen of lattice work about
six feet high, and to it we are told by the Bordeaux Pilgrim in a. n.
333, the Jews came every year, anointing the stone with oil, wailing
and rending their garments, thus proving its authenticity in their
minds; it had been for many years polluted by an equestrian statue
of the Emperor Adrian elevated on the very rock itself.

The Bordeaux Pilgrim specially mentions that this rock adored
by the Jews was pierced: below it is the “noble cave” spoken of in
the Mishna, into which the blood, etc., from the altar drained, and
descended thence by a conduit into the valley of Siloam, the gardens
in which were enriched by this drainage.

ANECDOTE OF GEN. PUTNAM.

“ BroorLYR, CoNN., was formerly the residence of Sen. Maj.-Gen.
Isnaer PurnaM, a true patriot and a devoted Mason. He was ploughing
in a field when he received intelligence of the skirmish at Lexington
—what followed is a matter of history. But there is one incident
connected with his life, which is not so generally known. In the
French and Indian War, Puryam commanded a corps of partisans
on the frontiers. In a severe skirmish, it was his fage to become a.
captive to the Indians. So gallant a warrior was worthy of no
ordinary death. After being insulted and tortured in their villages,
he was led to the stake. The faggots were piled around him; the
flames leaped and played over his wasted form. He had taken his
last look of earth, and was consigning his soul to God, when he
beheld a French officer approaching. As a last resort he hailed
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him, in a way that speaks with more than trumpet tones to the
heart of a genuine brother. Quick as lightning the cords were sev-
ered, the burning faggots were dispersed, and the officer rescued -
Purnam at the imminent peril of his own life. So powerful is the
word that binds our Brethren in the hour of peril! Purnam always said
that he owed his life to Masonry, as he felt confident the Frenchman
never would have incurred the risk of displeasing the Indians so
much, to save any but a brother. Through life his zeal and services
to the ¢ Good Cause’ were equal to the debt he owed, and after a
long life spent in the service of his country, on the square, he met the
grim tyrant with the firmness of a Mason, and the hopeful resigna-
tion of a Christian.”

LEAF BY LEAF THE ROSES FALL.

Liear by leaf the roses fall,

Drop by drop the springs run dry;
One by one, beyond recall,

Summer beauties fade and die;
But the roses bloom again,

And the springs will gush anew,
In the pleasant April rain,

And the summer’s sun and dew.

So in hours of deepest gloom,
‘When the springs of gladness fail,
And the roses in the bloom
Droop like maidens wan and pale,
‘We shall find some hope that lies
Like a silent gem apart,
Hidden far from careless eyes,
In the garden of the heart.

Some sweet hope to gladness wed,
That will spring afresh and new,
‘When grief’s winter shall have fled,
Giving place to rain and dew—
Some sweet hope that breathes of spring,
Through the weary, weary time,
Budding for its blossoming
In the spirit’s glorious clime.



HARPOCRATES. 91

HARPOCRATES.

Axoxc the Greek writers he was compared with Arorro, and
identified with Horus, the Egyptian god of the sun, the youngest
son of Osmis and Isis. Both were represented as youths, and with

the same attributes and symbols.
He was believed to have been born
with his finger in his mouth, as
indicative of secrecy and mystery.
The Greeks and Romuns worshiped
him as the god of quiet life, repose
and secrecy. He is described by
PruTarcH as lame in the lower limbs
when born, to indicate the weak and
tender shootings of corn. He also
symbolizes the sun when in its early
or feeble condition. He is some-
times represented, in sculpture, as
& child wearing the skull-cap or pschent, the crown of the upper and
lower world, and holding in his hands the whip and crook, to expel
evil influences. He is also represented mounted upon a ram, which
carries a ball on its head; his left hand is armed with a club, while
he presses the two forefingers of his right hand upon his lips, as the
symbol of silence. Being armed with the club identifies him as
the Hercores of the Egyptians.

Femare Coxrmence—* Women should be careful never to make
unnecessary confidants. The choice of intimates should always be
a point of consideration. A woman should remember when she
admits another to her friendship how much she places in her power;
and as she should ever have a guard upon her tongue, so should she
instantly check all idle indiscretion in her presence. The mischief
to society, and the individual misery occasioned by the vicious prac-
tice of retailing the faults of others is incalculable in extent. Let it
be called tittle-tattle, or scandal, or what you will, it springs ever
from selfish vanity, and can only be encouraged by vacant indolence
or listless folly. If a woman be well informed, she will have more
interesting subjects of conversation; if she be industrious, she will
have other matter to employ her mind; if she be amiable, she will
hate it; if she be talented, she will despise it; if she be wise, she
will avoid it.”
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INNOVATIONS IN MASONRY.
BY ALBERT G. MACKEY, M. D,

Norrma is more offensive to the true Freemason than the remotest
attempt at innovation on the ancient usages and customs of the
Order. So important is it considered to preserve these ancient
landmarks, that in the installation of every Master of a Lodge, he
is solemnly called on to acknowledge “that it is not in the power of
any man, or body of men, to make innovations in the body of
Masonry.” It is in consequence of this conservative principle that
Freemasonry, notwithstanding many efforts have been made to alter,
or as it was supposed, to amend it, still remains unchanged—now,
after the lapse of centuries, as it has always been.

The middle of the eighteenth century was the most prominent era
of those attempted innovations, and France the principal country in
which they were enacted.

After the downfall of the unfortunate House of Stuarr, and the
defeat of the Pretender’s hopes, in the year 1715, his adherents
vainly endeavored to enlist Freemasonry as a powerful adjunct to
his cause. For this purpose, it was declared, by those who had
engaged in this wild design, that the great legend of the third
degree alluded to the violent death of CrarLes I, and CromweLL and
his companions in rebellion were execrated as the traitors whom the
Lodges were to condemn. To carry out these views, new degrees
were now manufactured, under the titles of Irish Master, Perfect Irish
Master, Puissant Irish Master, and others with similar appellations.

The Chevalier Ramsay, so well known in Masonic history, soon
after made hisappearance in the political world, and having attached
himself to the fortunes of the exiled House of Stuarrt, he endeavored
still more effectually to carry out these views, by reducing the whole
system to perfect order, and giving it the appearance of plausibility.
For this purpose, he invented a new theory on the subject of "the
origin of Freemasonry.

He declared that it wasinstituted in the Holy Land, at the' time of
the Crusades, where the Knights Templars had associated them-
selves together, for the purpose of rebuilding the churches and other
sacred edifices, which had been destroyed by the Saracens. '

These latter, however, having discovered this holy design, and
being determined to thwart it, had employed emissaries, who, secretly
mingling with the Christian workmen, materially impeded, and often
entirely paralyzed their labors. The Christians, as a security against
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isanimated by a divine spirit, and becomes acquainted, in the highest
degrees of the Order, with the hidden secrets of nature, and is
invested with a knowledge of alchemy, the Cabbala, and other
abstruse sciences. This system, it will be perceived, partook very
little, if in any thing, of the nature of Masonry, and although it
extended through several of the cities of France, and was even
adopted in 1767, by many of the Lodges of Paris, and embraced
some learned men among its disciples, it did not long flourish. In
dying, however, it was speedily replaced by other systems, which,
like itself, bore no resemblance to Freemasonry, except in the names
of the first three degrees, which they all assumed as a part of their
series. Among them were the rite of Martinism, invented by the
Marquis of St. MarTIN; the imposture of Egyptian Masonry, devised
by the celebrated CagLiostro; the systems of ScmrobER, ZiNzENDORF,
and FessLer; and ihe Order of African Architects. Of the most
important of them, we shall, from time to time, take opportunities
to say something in the course of these pages. At present, we shall
conclude with a brief notice of the last of these innovations that we
have above enumerated.

In the year 1767, one BiucHERREN, instituted in Prussia, with the
consent of Freperic IL, a society, which he called the “Order of
African Architects.” The object of the institution was historical
research, but it contained a ritual which partook of Masonry, Chris-
tianity, alchemy, and chivalry. It was divided into two temples, and
was composed of eleven degrees. Inthe first temple were contained
the three degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry. In the second, were
the degrees of Apprentice of Egyptian Secrets; Initiate into
Egyptian Secrets; Cosmopolitan Brother; Christian Philosopher;
Master of Egyptian Secrets; Esquire; Soldier, and Knight. The
Society constructed a vast building in Silesia, intended as a Grand
Chapter of the Order, and which contained an excellent library, a
museum of natural history, and a chemical laboratory. For a long
time the African Architects decreed annually a gold medal, worth fifty
ducats, to the author of the best memoir on the history of Masonry.

In conclusion, it must be observed that the chapitral degrees of
the York rite, the hautas grades of the French rite,and the philosophic
degrees of the Ancient and Accepted Scotch rite, are not altogether
innovations, but rather illustrations of pure Symbolic Masonry, and
as such will be found to be the depositories of many interesting
traditions, and instructive speculations, which are eminently useful
in shedding light upon the character, history, objects, and ceremo-
nies of the institution.



QUALIFICATIONS OF MEMBERSHIP.

BY A. C. L. ARNOLD.

‘WE are more and more convinced, every day, that our Order has
grown too rapidly, and that its beauty and usefulness are very much
impaired by the unworthy conduct of those among us who have a
name to live, but are dead. The time has now come when a check
should be put to this excessive increase, and efforts should be made
to elevate the standard of moral and theological qualification.

Those should be forever kept out of the Order who have only
selfish views in seeking its membership. We have known some men
who were the bitterest opposers of Freemasonry, so long as they
could make capital out of it; but when circumstances changed, so
they could drive a lucrative trade by jumping to the other side of
the question, they have done it with a facility which would make one
believe that there was no more any such thing as conscience.

Freemasonry can gain nothing by such acquisitions. It has no
need of such supports, and will at length cast them away with
. indignation.

There is another class of men who will do us no good, if allowed
to come among us. They are rebellious, ambitious, fault-finding,
mischief-making spirits, who are ever restless, and appear to have
no enjoyment but in a storm. Persons of this description do great
injury to our Lodges—they will either rule or destroy. They love
the Order, it may be, but they love themselves more; and when the
Order no longer flatters their foolish pride, they are ready to engage
in the opposition and denounce it. These men we do not want.

Again, the Order is based upon religious ideas. It does not claim
to be a religion, but it recognizes and accepts reverently all the facts
of religion, the sanctity of the Scriptures, and the everlasting verities
of Christianity; consequently it is no place for an infidel. The
Order is for Humanity, for men; and Humanity is naturally religious,
and men yield everywhere to the law of worship. Therefore, they
who deny Gop, a future life, and divine retribution, having thus cat
themselves loose from Humanity, and sold their birth-right as men,
cannot, without perjury, join themselves to us, nor can we, without
danger, receive them.

Those, and those only, should be admitted who can come with
generous hearts and open hands, and kind dispositions and loveful
spirits. The selfish, the profane, the impious, and the unbelieving,
should be rejected utterly. It is to be hoped that those who have a
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real regard for the Order, will be watehful of its interests, and see
that no harm come to it by the introduction of unworthy men.

An old myth relates, that on a certain time the demigod Hercules
wished to become a member of one of the secret societies of anti-
quity. He accordingly presented himself, and applied, in form, for
initiation. His case was referred to a council of wise and virtuous
men, who objected to his admission, on account of some crimes
which he had committed. Consequently, he was rejected. Their
language to him was, “ You are forbidden to enter here; your heart
is cruel, your hands are stained with crime. Go, repair the wrong
you have done; repent of your evil doings, and then come with pure
heart and clean hands, and the doors of our Mysteries shall be opened
toyou.” After hisregeneration, the myth goes on to say, he returned,
and became a worthy member of the Order.

Let Freemasons contemplate this example, and profit by it. We
should allow no persons, whatever be their standing in society,
whatever be the dignity of their social position—be they as great
and famous as the god Hercules—to become members of our Order,
who have not the qualifications requisite for such a relationship.

We should not permit ourselves to be dazzled by any outward
show whatever, but scrutinize carefully, and ascertain whether the
applicant for admission to our Order has really a heart within his
bosom—whether he has a soul, and is capable of sympathy. If our
association is ever ruined, it will be by the hands of unprincipled
and selfish men, who manage to get among us. We have quite
enough of this class already, and it is time now to commence closing
the doors against all suspicious persons. The Order is nowso popular
that everybody is rushing toward it, and demanding admission, so
that we may say, in the language of Scripture, it suffereth violence,
and the violent take it by force.” There is no safety for us but by
imitating the example of our ancient brethren, in the rejection of
all the unworthy, without hesitation and without fear. Brethren,
let us think of this.

“ ANacHarsIs, though a Scythian, uttered sentiments as beautiful as
Prato himself. Among his fine sayings is the one, ‘The vine bears
three grapes: the first is that of pleasure, the second is that of
drunkenness, the third is that of sorrow.” A certain Greek poet,
in a very ingenious distribution, gave the first bowl, or crater, to
the Graces, Houris, and Bacchus; the second to the other heathen
deities; the third to Mischief.”
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odge they had acquired, and instructed
in the sublime degrees of ancient Craft
Masonry all who applied and were found
worthy. The Lodge is styled the Secret
Vault. The hangings are crimson, with
‘White columns at regular intervals. 24
lights—9 in the East; 7in the West ; 5
in the South; and 3 in the North. The
apron is white, lined with crimson; in
the middle is a square flat stone, in
which is an iron ring. The collar is
crimson: the jewel, & gold compass,open
on a circle of forty-
five degrees; be-
tween the legs of
the compass is a
medul representing
the sun on one side,
on the other the
flaming star. On
the circle is en-
graved the figures
3,5, 7, 9. The compass is surmounted
with a pointed crown. The ring of
alliance is of gold. On the inside is
engraved: ‘Virtue unites what death
cannot separate;” with the name and
date of initiation of the owner.
GRAND INQUISITOR COM-
MANDER, The 31st degree of the
Ancient and Accepted rite. It isnota
historical degree, but is simply admin-
istrative in its charncter; the duties of
the members being to examine and
regulate the proceedings of the subor-
., dinate Lodges and Chapters. The
meeting is designated a ‘‘Sovercign
Tribunal,” and is composed of nine
officers, viz: a Most Perfect President,
a Chancellor, a Treasurer, and six In-
quisitors—one being elected to perform
the functions of Inspecting Inquisitor.
The decoration of the Lodge is white,
with eight golden columns; on the dais
above the presiding officer's throne are
the letters J. E. ;: there is also an altar
covered with white drapery. In the
East, on a low seat, is placed a case
containing the u\rchives of the Order,
covered with blue drapery, having on
its front a large red cross; on the right
of thealtar is the table of the Chancellor,

GRAND LODGES, ETC,

on the left that of the Treasurer. The
floor of the Sovereign Tribunal is covered
by a painting, the center of which repre-
sents a cross, encompassing all the
attributes of Masonry. There is no
apron; the members wear a white collar,
on which is embroidered a triangle with
rays, having in its center the figures 31,
to which is suspended the jewel —a silver
Teutonic cross. In France the regula-
tions direct a white apron, with aurore
(yellow) flap, embroidered with the
attributes of the degree.

GRAND LODGES, JURISDICTION OF.
At first there were no clear nor well
defined notions in regard to the terri-
torial jurisdiction of Grund Lodges.
Until within a few years each Grand
Lodge claimed the right to constitute
Lodgesinany part of the world. At the
time of the breaking out of our revolu-
tionary war the Grand Lodges of Eng- -
land, Ireland and Scotland had Lodges
in Massachusetts and other colonies.
The principle, however, is now well
settled that the Grand Lodge of a Prov-
ince or State has exclusive jurisdiction
within such territory, and that no other
Grand Lodge can legally charter Lodges
therein. A Grand Lodge is supreme
over its own affairs. There is no Masonic
authgyity or power above it: it is subject
only to the unchangeable laws of the
Order, the acknowledged constitutions,
and the Ancient Landmarks.

GRAND LODGES, ORGANIZATION OF.
A Grand Lodge primarily consists of the
Master and Wardens of all the Lodges
under its jurisdiction and such Past
Grand officers und Past Masters as may
be particularly specified by its constitu-
tion. The officers are a Grand Master,
Deputy Grand Master, Senior Grand
‘Warden, Junior Grand Warden, Grand
Treasurer, Grand Secretary, Grand
Chaplain, Senior Grand Deacon, Junior
Grand Deacon, Grand Stewards, Grand
Marshal, Grand Standard Bearer, Grand
Pursuivant, Grand Sword Bearer and
Grand Tiler.* In a country or state

*In some Grand Lodges other officers are
named, such as Grand Orator, Grand Lecturer,
District Deputy Grand Master, Grand Registrar,
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where there is no Grand Lodge three or
more legal Lodges may meet in conven-
tion and orgenize a Grand Lodge. Then
these Lodges surrender their charters to
the Grand Lodges from which they
received them, and take others from the
new Grand Lodge.

GRAND MASTER. The chief officer
of Masons, and the presiding officer of
a Grand Lodge, and to whom is entrusted
the execution of important duties. The
office of Grand Master is one of such
antiquity as to be coeval with the origin
of the institution, and, therefore, pre-
cedes the organization of Grand Lodges.
The office is one of great honor as well
as power, and is generally conferred
upon some individual distinguished by
a respectable and influential position in
society; so that his rank and character
may reflect credit upon the Fraternity.*®
It is an elective office, the election being
annual and accompanied with impressive
ceremonies of proclamation and homage
made to him by the Craft. The powers
of the Grand Master are varied and
extensive. While his prerogatives are
in some things beyond any control but
that of the Landmarks, it is not so in
all, because, since the formation of
Grand Lodges, the government of these
bodies, and of the Fraternity under gheir
control, is founded on written constitu-
tions, which the Grand Master, like
every other Mason under his jurisdiction,
is bound to observe and respect, and at
his installation he enters into a solemn
engagement that he will do so, and
waives to that extent his unlimited pre-
rogatives. An appeal cannot be taken
from the decision of the Grand Master
while presiding in the Grand Lodge,
or during a recess of the body, except
with his consent; yet the custom prevails
in all jurisdictions for the Grand Master
to submit his decisions and labors during
the recess of the Grand Lodge to that
body for approval or disapproval. The

* Of the thirty-six Grand Masters who have
presided over the Craft in England since the
revival of Masonry in 1717, thirty have been

-noblemen, and three princes of the reigning
family.
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Grand Lodge has, howoever, the power
to exercise discipline over the Grand
Master, and may try and suspend or
expel him for unmasonic conduct, or fora
violation of the Landmarks of the Order.
Whatever may have been the original ’
powers of the Grand Master they are
now in some things subject to the pro-
visions of the Grand Lodge constitution
and legislation, and the Grand Master
accepts office upon conditiowr that he
will enforce the laws and execute the
legislative acts of the Grand Lodge, and
that he will discharge the duties of his
office under the authority thereof. Some
of the powers belonging to the Grand
Master are in themselves Landmarks—
not subject to legislation,—and while
even these have, to a considerable extent,
yielded to the force of public opinion,
the following are given as his preroga-
tives: 1. To convene the Grand Lodge
at any time he may deem proper. This
is the same power exercised by a Master
of a Lodge, and is subject to the same
restrictions, and such others as may be
prescribed in the Grand Lodge consti-
tution; 2. To preside at all meetings of
the Grand Lodge; 3. To summon any
Lodge in the jurisdiction; to preside
therein, and to require an account of its
doings; 4. To grant his letter of dispen-
sation for the formation of new Lodges,
under such restrictions as may be pro-
vided in the constitution and regulations
of the Grand Lodge; 5. To coustitute
new Lodges and install their officers,
when a charter has been issued by order
of the Grand Lodge; 6. To arrest the
charter of a Lodge, or to suspend the
Master or any of the officers trom the
functions of their stations until the suc-
ceeding annual meeting of the Grand
Lodge; 7. The right to make Masons at
sight, under the restrictions prescribed
in the Landmarks. While this is an
inherent prerogative, it is one which is
seldom exercised, and one that will
gradually cease to be practiced altogether
by the growing force of opinion, which
is rapidly arriving at the conclusion
that there should be but one entrance to
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the -fold, and that all aspirants should
pass through it in like manner and under
similar restrictions; 8. The power to
heal irregularly-made Masons; 9. The
right of appointment of such officers as
are not made elective by the constitution
ot the Grand Lodge, or that may not be
appointed by the action of the Grand
Lodge. He also appoints the commit-
teces, and representatives near other
Grand Lodges, when not otherwise pro-
vided; 10. He may summon any Grand
officer before him, require an account
of his doings, and, for cause, suspend
him from the functions of his office;
11. In case of a tie, the Grand Master
gives the casting vote, except in the
election of officers. From the foregoing
it will be seen that the powers of a
Grand Master are not ahsolute; that
even those which are indisputably his
are seldom exercised except in obedience
to the regulations of the Grand Lodge,
and that as he is the first Mason in his
jurisdiction, so should he be the most
prompt in his obedience to the laws
which he administers.

GRAND MASTER ARCHITECT.
The 12th degree of the Ancient and
Accepted rite. In this the principles of
operative Masonry become prominent;
it is a purely scientific degree, in which
the rules of architecture and the con-
nection of the liberal arts with Masonry
are dwelt upon. Although the lectures
on the Fellow-Craft degree illustrate
architecture from the same point of
view, the subject is susceptible of great
extension, and under the ‘¢ Grand Master
Architect” numerous details illustrative
of the temple dedicated to the Most
High by the wisest man might be worked
out. In the absence of distinct infor-
mation upon many points, there is some
exercise for the imagination in farnish-
ing a complete description of Solomon’s
Temple, which was an astonishing and
magnificent work for the time in which
it was built; and it seems to have been
distinguished from all other temples of
remote antiquity by its sumptuousness
of detail. The principal officers of this

degree are the Master, denominated
Thrice Illustrious, and two Wardens.
The body is styled a Chapter, and is
decorated with white hangings, strewed
with crimson flames; the ornaments are
the columnns of the five orders of archi-
tecture, and a case of mathematical
instruments. The apron is white,
trimmed and bordered with blue, and
fringed with gold. On it are painted
or engraved a protractor on the flap,'and
in the middle a plain scale, a sector, and
the compasses, so arranged as to form a
triangle. The sash is a blue watered
ribbon, worn from the left shoulder to
theright hip. The jewel is a heptagonal
medal of gold. In each angle, on one
side is a star enclosed in a semicircle.
In the center, on the same side, is an
equilateral triangle, formed Ly arcs of
circles, in the center of which is the
letter ;. On the reverse side are five
colnmns, of the different orders of archi-
tecture, with the initial letter of the
proper order below each, in old English
letters, arranged from left to right: T.
D. L C. C. Above these columns are a
gector and a slide rule; below them, the
three kinds of compasses, the plain scale,
and parallel ruler; and between the 2d
and 3d and the 3d and 4th columns are
the letters n. ;y. This is suspended by
a blue ribbon.

GRAND MASTER OF ALL SYM-
BOLIC LODGES. The 20th degree of
the Ancient and Accepted rite. This
degree affords a thorough exemplification
of the ohilosophical spirit of the system
of Freemasonry. Philosophy and Ma-
sonry, being one and the same principle,
have the same object and mission to
attain—the worship of the Great Archi-
tect of the Universe, and the disen-
thralment of mankind. Here the candi-
date is charged with the responsible
duties of instructor of the great truths
of the universality of Masonry, inspired
by an upright and enlightened reason,
a firm and rational judgment, and an
affectionate and liberal philanthropy.
This degree bears the same relation to
Ineffable Masonry that the Past Master's
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degree does to the symbolic degrees.
Nine attributes—Veneration, Charity,
Generosity, Heroism, Honor, Patriotism,
Justice, Toleration and Truth—are in-
culcated, and compose the great lights
of the system. The body is called a
Lodge; the bangings are blue and gold.
The presiding officer is styled Venerable
Grand Master, and is seated in the East.
A Lodge cannot be opened with less than
nine members. In the Eastis athrone,
ascended by nine steps, and is sur-
mounted by a canopy; the Lodge is
lighted by nine lights of yellow wax.
The apron is yellow, bordered and lined
with blue; the sash is of broad yellow
and blue ribbon, passing from the left
shoulder to the right hip; the jewel is a
triangle, of gold, on which is engraved
initials of the words.

GRAND PONTIFF. The 19th degree
of the Ancient and Accepted rite. The
degree is founded on the mysteries of
the Apocalypse, relating to the new
Jerusalem, as set forth in the Revelation
of St. John, xx1 and xxm., which it
illustrates and endeavors to explain.
The assembly is styled a Chapter. Two
apartments are required. In the first
apartment the hangings are blue,
sprinkled with gold stars, and is lighted
from the East by the triple interlaced
triangle, with the sun in the center, in
full blaze. The second apartment is a
plain dark room. The presiding officer
is styled Thrice Puigsant Grand Pontiff”
The members are called Faithful
Brothers. The jewel 1s an oblong
square, of solid gold, with the letter n
engraved on one side, and p on the
other.

GRAND PRIORY. The title applied
to the head of the Templars in Scotland.
It is synonymous with Grand Encamp-
ment, Grand Conclave, Grand Com-
mandery, etc.

GRAND SCOTTISH KNIGHT OF
ST. ANDREW. The 29th degree of the
Ancient and Accepted rite. It is also
called ‘¢ Patriarch of the Crusades,” in
allusion to its supposed origin during
those wars, and it is also sometimes
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known by the name of ‘“ Grand Master of
Light.” This degree is devoted to tole-
ration and freedom of man in the great
moral attributes. It inculcates equality
—representing the poor Knight equal to
the monarch, and exhibits the requisites
of knighthood; protection to the de-
fenseless and innocent; the possession
of virtue, patience and firmness—and
represents the Knight as the exponent
of truth, and one alike without fear
and without reproach. ‘The assembly
is called a Chapter. Two apartments
are required. In the firstapartment the
hangings are crimson, supported by
white columns. During the reception
this room represents the court of Saladin,
the great Sultan of Egypt and Syria.
The second apartment should be a well-
furnished room, decorated in the eastern
style. The presiding officer is styled
Venerable Grand Master. The Knights
are all dressed in crimson robes, with a
large white cross of St. Andrew on the
breast. The jewel is two interlaced
triangles, formed by arcs of large circles
with the concave outward, of gold, and
enclosing a pair of compasses open to
twenty-five degrees. At the bottom,
and to one of the points, is suspended a
St. Andrew's Cross, of gold, surmounted
by a Knight's helmet; on the center of
the cross is the letter =, inclosed in an
equilateral triangle, and this again in a
ring formed by a winged serpent; between
the two lower arms of the cross may be
suspended a key.

GREAT LIGHTS. The Fraternity
are enlightened by what are technically
called greater and lesser lights. The
Bible, the Square and the Compasses
belong to the first; and the Sun, the
Moon and the Master to the second. The
great lights are immortal, and neither
limited by time nor space; the small
ones are limited by both. The Bible
rules and governs our faith; the square
our actions; and the compasses keep us
in a bond of union with all mankind,
especially with a brother Mason. Or
with other words, the Bible directs us
to elevate our spirits to a reasonable and

‘Continued in Nc. 4.}
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GRAND CHAPTER OF NEW YORK.

Tae Annual Convocation of this body
of Royal Arch Masons was held in the
city of Albany, commencing on the 5th
day of February last, and continuing by
adjournments till the 8th.

Over one hundred Subordinate Chap-
ters were represented, and there were a
number of distinguished Companions
present, including the M. E. Jomw
L. Lewis, General Grand High-Priest;
Comp. Piersox, G. G. K., of the G. G.
Chapter U. S.; Past Grand High-Priests:
BarNum, PERRY, THATCEER, and others.

M. E. Horace S. TayLor presided and
delivered his annual address, which,
though brief, was in good taste, and
included all matters of real importance
to which it was necessary to direct the
attention of the Grand Chapter. We
copy the opening paragraphs as the best
exposition of the condition of Royal
Arch Masonry in this jurisdiction that
can be given:

«In the beautiful and impressive
opening ceremonies in which we have
just participated our thoughts have been
directed upward to that Supreme Being
who governs the universe, and by whose
favor we have been permitted to meet
together again in our Annual Convoca-
tion. It is meet that we should ask the
blessing of him with whom all wisdom
dwells, before we enter upon the very
important duties which will devolve
upon us. Through his gracious pro-

“tection our lives have been spared, and
we to-day have the privilege of again
beholding the faces and grasping the
hands of our Companions, in fraternal

greeting.

‘“While we mourn the loss of many
who have within the last few years been
removed by death, and while we have
not even yet become accustomed to the
absence of Toww and WapsworrH, and
Crurcr, and many others, who were 80
long looked up to and honored by us, as
the pillars of our Grand Chapter, it is a
subject of profound congratulation that
death has not during the past year
invaded our circle. We should be de-
voutly thankful that so many of the
beloved and venerable companions who
have for so many years given character
and dignity to our Grand Chapter, are to-
day permitted to meet with us. We greet
them year by year with joy and glad-
ness, and we part with them with regret,
feeling that our intercourse with them
on earth must soon be ended. They have
watched over our institution through
the dark and gloomy days of opposition
and calumny,and have, by their inflexible
integrity and dignity of character, caused
all men to respect it. Let us thank
Gop that during the past year death has
not been permitted to take from us any
of those whom we so much love and
venerate. And while they remain with
us, let us endeavor to learn from them
such lessons of wisdom as will enable
us to preserve in all its purity the
glorigus work committed to our keeping,
and transmit it unsullied to those who
shall come after us.

«In my last Annual Address it was my
privilege to congratulate you upon the
unexampled proeperity of Royal Arch
Masonry in the State. What was true
in this respect then I may repeat, even
in stronger language now. The growth
of our Chapters exceeds that of any
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former year since the organization of
this Grand Chapter. And I believe it
has been such a growth as will add to
the moral and intellectual strength of
our institution, as well as to its numbers.
I do not share in the apprehensions of
many worthy companions, that our
Chapters are increasing too rapidly, or as
it is expressed, ‘doing too much work.’
I have witnessed too many evidences of
the benefits of Royal Arch Masonry, not
to desire its increase. As compared with
our Lodges, our Chapters are yet few.
-And our Lodges contain abundant ma-
terial for the enlargemént of our present
Chapters and the formation of new ones.
I trust, however, that the very intelligent
men who preside over the Chapters in
this jurisdiction need no caution from
me, to induce them to be vigilant in
scrutinizing the material offered for
their acceptance.”

The second day and part of the third
were devoted to the disocussion of a draft
of Constitution, due to the pen of M. E.
Seymour H. StonE; after slight amend-
ment, the whole was finally adopted,
and officially proclaimed as the Consti-
tution of the Grand Chapter, and all
former and conflicting laws were re-
pealed.

The Grand Chapter then proceeded to
the election of officers, with the follow-
ing result:

M. E. Seymour H. Stonm, G. H. P.,

¢« Jxo. W. Smsons, Dep’y G. H. P.,
R. E. Rexs G. WLuaus, G. K.,

¢  Jos. B. CaAFFEE, G. 8.,

s Wu SeyMour, G. Treas.,

¢ C. G. Fox, G. Bec'y.,

¢ Cmas. H. Prarr, G. Chaplain.

At the election of Grand Secretary, a
most touching episode occurred.. The
M. E. JorN O. CoLe was unanimously
elected to that office for the forty-third
successive time. He thanked the Grand
Chapter in appropriate terms for this
renewed manifestation of their confi-
dence; and then referring to his declin-
ing years and failing health, claimed to
be excused from farther service. It took
a few moments of silence for the Com-
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ponions to realize that the official link
between them and their venerable Grand
Secretary was at last severed; that never
more would he occupy his long accus-
tomed place, and keep his earnest and
trusty vigil over the affairs of the Grand
Chapter. It was, however, patent that
the body could not insist on retaining
in office one who had, by so long and so
ill-requited service, earned his title to
repose; and while, therefore, the nunc
dimittis was granted, the wages due were
most cheerfully paid, and a check for
five thousand dollars accompanied the
“God speed” of the brethren. Appro-
priate resolutions were also adopted,
expressing the sense of gratitude and
appreciation entertained for him by the
Grand Chapter, and they were ordered
to be engrossed and presented to him,
as a memorial of his long and useful
official life.

The M. E. Jorx L. Lrws installed
the officers elect, including the following
appointed by the Grand High-Priest:

Davip F. Day, G. C. of H.,
JorN D. WiLLams, G. P. 8.,
Joux 8. DickerMaN, G. R. A. C.,
Danter, Worr, C. M. of 3d V.,

J. C. Cassoy, G. M. of 24 V.,

J. D. PorrarD, G. M. of 1st V.,
Amza Furreg, G. Tiler,

JacesoN H. CrasE, G. Lecturer.

M. E. Comp. OapEN, from a Special
Committee, presented a report and reso-
lutions embodying an appropriate trib-
ute to the memory of the late M. E. Jos.
Eros, P. G. H. P.

M. E. Comp. Perry presented com-
plimentary resolutions to M. E. Comp.
Lewis G. Horruay, father of the Ameri-
can Masonic press, and first Chairman
of the Committee on Foreign Corre-
spondence of the Grand Chapter.

The degree of Royal Arch Mason was
exemplified by the Grand Lecturer,
assisted by the officers of Temple Chap-
ter No. 2.

Comp. WEITE presented a carefully
written report on Foreign Correspong-
ence. i

Ten new warrants were granted, among
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which are CopesToNE Chapter, N. Y. city;
Prooressrve, Williamsburgh ; StaTen
Israxp, Staten Island; and RockLAND,
Piermont.

Resolutions of thanks to the retiring
Grand High-Priest, who, it should be
said, positively declined a reélection,
were unanimously adopted, and a com-
mittee named to procure an appropriate
embodiment of the general appreciation
and good will,

Testimonials were presented to Past
Grand High-Priests, E. S. BarNuM and
Jonx 8. Perry, by M. E. Comp. Lewrs,
in behalf of the Grand Chapter; and a
M emorial Album to the late CHaARLES L.
CaurcH was also presented and received
by the Deputy Grand High-Priest, in
behalf of the family.

During the week, the Council of High-
Priests assembled and conferred the
Order of High-Priesthood on twenty-
three candidates.

Various items of business were trans-
acted, and the Grand Chapter was
closel in ample form.

—_—————

BURIAL ASSURANCE. *

AN association has been formed in the
city of New York, under the title of the
««Masonic Mutual Relief Association,”
the object of which is to afford to mem-
bers the certainty of a fixed sum, pay-
able to their representatives in the event
of death. The plan of operations, which
is very simple, is this: Applicants for
membership, who are required to be
Masons, in good standing and in good
health at the time of making applica-
tion, pay an initiation fee-of six dollars,
which is invested, and the interest used
to pay the current expenses of the Asso-
ciation. Whenever a member dies, the
Association pay his heirs as many dol-
lars as there are members in the
Association, each surviving member
being required to pay ome dollar for
that purpose. Thus, if the membership
be five hundred, the family of the de-
ceased member will receive five hundred
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dollars; and so for any number. The
payment of this sum does not depend
on any contingency of business or profits,
but simply on the payment of a dollar
by each member when one cf the num-
ber dies. The only question likely to
arise in the mind of an intending mem-
ber would be how often he would be
likely to be called on each year for the
payment of & dollar. By reference to
the mortuary tables of any established
life insurance company, it will be seen
that, of five hundred individuals in
average health, the probabilities are that
not more than two or three will die in
each year; and hence, that a member
living fifty years, and paying regularly,
will not, at the end of that time, have
paid more than one-fourth of the sum
due to his heirs in the event of his own
death. It is an extremely simple and
extremely practical operation; and we
should think that the membership would
soon run up to a thousand in this city
alone. We most heartily commend the
project to the favorable consideration of
the Craft. Rev. Dr. McMurpy, of the
National Freemason, is President; and
the office of the Association, for the
time being, is at No. 39 Nassau street,
where membership can be effected.
Names can also be enrolled at the office
of this journal, 432 Broome street.

e —

EasTERN STAR RECEPTION. —THE ladies
in attendance on the tables in the late
fair have formed an association, and
propose to hold a public reception at
Irving Hall, the proceeds to go to the
Hall and Asylum Fund. Brother Haz-
risoN has kindly tendered the use of
the rooms; and Brother Gro. H. War-
LACE, and the members of his fine band,
have generously volunteered their ser-
vices for the occasion. Under these
circumstances, it cannot be doubted that
not only will the reception be brilliant,
but the net proceeds a handsome addi-
tion to the fund. The reception takes
place on the 7th inst., and we hope to
#ee a jam.
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Tar. FREEMASONS AND THE Pore.—The
Freemasons of' Antwerp have addressed
the following letter to the Pope in reply
to his attack on Freemasonry:

“Following the example of several of
your predecessors, upon the Pontifical
throne, you have thought it compatible
with the honor of the Roman people to
stigmatize in the eyes of the world a
modest society which styles itself Free-
masonry. Among our brethren, spread
over tho surface of the globe, a small
number only have replied to these
accusations, as unjust as offensive, and
we should have imitated the example of
the majority if the moral influence the
Roman Church still enjoys in Belgium
did not render it our duty to proclaim
once more in the light of day the im-
mutable greatness of our principles.

‘“They may be summed up in two
words—Iliberty and labor—whence our
name of Freemasonry. We do not con-
sider liberty effective unless it is based
upon the real independence of life,
created by labor; we do not consider the
independence of life’ guaranteed except
by liberty. And not liberty alone, but
also solidarity between mankind can only
be based upon labor; for we cannot be
regarded as mutunlly responsible unless
we clearly perceive that we are mutually
useful.

¢« Masonry desires to establish social
order upon the permanence of the sim-
plest and most necessary relations be-
tween mankind; and thus, as reason
alone is able to understand and fix the
importance of those relations, she is the
sole sovereign. She alone is able to dis-
play that fund of actual truths, compre-
hensible by all; and who shall show to
human beings that they are equal in
right and must be 8o in fact?

¢ Liberty, equality, solidarity, not real-
ized by the sword and by blood, but
peacefully carried out in the bosom of a
progressive society—such is our aim. It
is 8o great, so truly human, that no one—
be he who he may—who bears the name
of man can view it with aversion. We
desire to make men greater in dignity and
in happiness, Is this not an ideal which
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must be inviting to all, whatever their
religion or their especial philosophy?

¢« Freemasonry is above all religions
and all systems of philosophy, because
it accepts them all, in so far as they are
willing to concur in rendering men
better and more worthy. But whenever
a religion, departing from this social
mission, declares itself as a truth superior
to humanity, and pretends to be any-
thing but an instrument of progress
perfectible by the hand of sovereign
man, it is our duty to declare that this
religion places itself outside the pale of
humanity, and that human reason ought
to reject it.

*Such is the danger, most Holy
Father, you cause the religion you
represent once more to run. '

«If it desires to continue to oppose
itself to reason, and the onward march
of humanity, it necessarily preparves its
ultimate ruin. Nations freed from its
trammels will not even retain for it that
pious remembrance they owe to that
they have themselves sincerely felt. For
everything that man does in the sin-
cerity of his conscience is worthy of
respect; and all who sincerely seck the
truth ought to be supported and loved.”

- ——

Jewise Love or THE Hory LaND.—
As an example of the fervid religious
attachment of the Jewish population to
the Holy Land, in which they believe
the chosen people are one day to be
gnthered, the case of a destitute young
widow is mentioned, who had wealthy
relations in Germany, and whom it was

roposed to assist in returning to them.
She declined the offer with gratitude,
but with an enthusiasm worthy of Sir
WavtER Scorr’s Rebecea, said ** Gop has
granted me the high privilege of living
to breathe the ballowed atmosphere of
the land of our forefathers, ABRAHAM,
Isaac and Jacon. He has caused his
grace and mercy to descend upon me,
by bringing me, when an infant, unto
this sacred spot, whence the radiant
glory of his divine law cmanated. He
has permitted me to tread on that bal-
lowed ground on which our Propheta
and teachers lived, and I would rather
starve, together with my children while
kissing the dust in the Holy City of
Jel em, than live in plenty elsewhere.”
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A QUESTION OF POLICY.

BY THE EDITOR.

Tre laws enacted by the Medes and Persians have long been
cited to the world as models of stability and unchangeability, but
their peculiarity was due, not so much to any intrinsic merit of the
laws themselves, as to a custom of the people which forbade the
idea of change. The alterations and vicissitudes which affect all
earthly things, which doubtless were known and observed among the
Persians as well as all others, which they had no power to resist,
and whose effect, in spite of their unbending laws, they had to
obey, came of a power greater than the Medes or the Persians, and
put their puny pride and self-sufficiency to shame by the ordinary
sequence of natural events.

This old spirit has been frequently exemplified in the subsequent
history of the world, and it needs no very sharp glance to detect the
fact that it still exists and is made apparent in the daily occurrences
of our modern life. Men seem to take delight in closing their eyes
upon the changes constantly taking place, notwithstanding the
pleasant fiction that there are some things which are unalterable
in their nature and therefore not to be changed by the differing
circumstances surrounding them. We say, for instance, that the
laws and principles of Masonry are immutable, that what the
fathers made them in the beginning we must continue to maintain
them, and our successors, imitating us and obedient to the precepts
we shall leave for their guidance, must and will preserve them

7
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intact to the latest generations. Considered as an abstract propo-
sition, we may admit this to be true, but the moment we apply the
touchstone of practical reality to it we shall find that the idea of
constant and thorough immunity from change belongs to nothing
made with hands or conceived of the mind of man. The ritual
which in 1721 was a simple form confined to the mere technicalities
has grown to be a formidable compendium of all that the ingenuity
of man could invent as tending to elucidate and elaborate the
original design. The principles taught are the same, but the
method of teaching has certainly undergone vast change. The
regulations of 1721 provide that any proposed change must be
submitted at the annual feast, and that even the youngest Entered
Apprentice has voice and vote; now-a-days we hold it to be the law
that changes can only be enacted by the Grand Lodge, composed
of Master Masons representing constituencies called particular or
subordinate Lodges. In 1721 a Fellow-Craft could be Grand
Master, now he cannot even be a member of a Lodge. Previous
to 1717 seven Masons, having obtained consent of the sheriff, could
meet in any convenient place and proceed to make Masons without
any of the forms of petition, investigation, and, so far as we know,
of ballot; now a candidate must not only submit to this preliminary
ordeal, but he is liable to be interrupted during his progress by the
objection of a sitting member, and may possibly never succeed in
reaching the goal for which he has started. We might easily
extend this list beyond the limits of this article, but we pause here
to ipquire: Why have these changes in an unchangeable institution
been allowed? The answer at once suggests itself: Because the
necessities of the Institution, acted upon by the changing circum-
stances of society at large, have demanded them. With all the
restrictions we have been able to invent to operate as drags on the
wheels of initiation, those wheels still revolve with fearful velocity,
and the profane are being admitted to our privileges with an
increasing volume and speed that will soon make it possible to
enumerate them as human births are averaged, that is, about one a
second. How would it be if these restrictions were taken off, and
we were to allow any seven Masons to assemble at convenience and
proceed to make Masons as in times of yore? That would never
do, of course, for we cannot move backward. The wheels of des-
tiny revolve continually, but always forward, and we must per
force move with them, keeping as close as we may to the ideas and
traditions of our Craft, but still bending to the inexorable fiat,
which, placing man upon the earth, and giving him the problem of
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existence to solve, has ever required that he should move onward
toward the accomplishment of his task.

‘We make these preliminary observations in order that the reader
may understand our position in the case we now propose to
consider, and that his mind may be prepared to know that even
in our Fraternity changes have been accepted and adopted as a
matter of policy, that inherent and unquestionable rights have
been given up, to the end that the harmony and prosperity of the
Craft in general might thereby be promoted.

In the earlier days of the existence of Masonry, on this continent,
it was the rule or custom that a person desirous of becoming a
Mason should select the Lodge most agreeable to himself in which
to be initiated, the question of residence forming no part of the con-
sideration. A moment’s reflection will convince us that this custom
was in true accord with Masonic principle, because it looked to the
merits of the individual, apart from all other considerations. Up to
8 comparatively recent period, the custom afforded satisfaction,
because the society was not popular in the modern acceptation of
that term; men were not over-anxious, nor in a desperate hurry to
be initiated, and Lodges were satisfied with doing a moderate
amount of work. Of late years, however, Masonry has indisputably
become popular; men of every rank and condition of life, from the
wearer of the royal purple to the humble toiler for daily bread, are
constantly seeking admission, and the question is, rather, who shall
be kept out, than who admifted. Among the multitudes of appli-
cants, there are, of necessity, many not fit to become a part of our
spiritual temple; and they are, usually, the most persistent in the
endeavor to force the barriers and obtain admission. A refusal
in one place is but an incentive to them to seek admission in
another; and the knowledge that their reputations at home would
effectually shut our doors against them, leads to the endeavor to
circumvent that refusal by seeking initiation at the hands of those
who can only judge by appearances, assumed for the occasion, and
studiously made to conceal the moral deformities which confront
them when put on their defense where their lives have been passed,
and where their deeds are known. To provide against the success
of these designing gentlemen, it has come to be a law among the
Grand Lodges of this continent, with a single exception, that a pro-
fane can only be initiated in the place of his actual legal residence,
unless he obtain the written consent of the Lodge in which he
might properly apply, to his initiation elsewhere. This is undoubt-
edly a question of policy, but it is a policy in' the interests of the
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Fraternity as opposed to the profane; intended to secure the rights
of those within the Courts as against the wishes of those without,
and to preserve the workmen, as far as possible, from the incon-
siderate intrusion of strangers. The Grand Lodges throughout the
country, viewing the subject from this stand-point, have tacitly
adopted it, and thus it has come to be a law, not of the ancient
usages of the Craft, but as a result of the necessities growing out of
our unprecedented and increasing growth. Jurisdiction is now
claimed over the profane so far as to say that if a man will not
apply to the Lodge nearest his place of residence in the jurisdiction
thereof, then no other Lodge shall initiate him. Now, it is clear
that this law cannot be enforced except by mutual agreement
among the several Masonic authorities. New Jersey, for example,
cannot make a law that is binding on New York or Ohio; but New
Jersey can make a regulation forbidding her subordinates to
initiate any one who is not a bona fide resident of her jurisdiction;
and thus, a resident of New York or Ohio, making application to a
Lodge in New Jersey, would, under this regulation, have to be
refused. New York and Ohio respond by a similar enactment in
their jurisdictions, which operates against a citizen or resident of
New Jersey, should he apply; and thus the material of each Masonic
jurisdiction is kept where. it can best be scrutinized, and where the
liability of imposition by flawed blocks can be kept at the lowest
point. We are not aware that any Grand Lodge claims the right
to legislate for profanes; but we think that there can be no dispute
as to the right of every Masonic legislature to fix the standard of
qualification for admission to its household, and hence to claim, as
a matter of comity among its peers, that its material, worthy or
unworthy, shall not be garnered in other jurisdictions.

The convenience, justice and equity of this policy, has so com-
mended itself to the good sense of the Grand Lodges, that they have
adopted it by general consent, with the single exception above
referred to, and it cannot now be infringed without creating trouble
and discord affecting the relations of corresponding bodies. Even
the dissident Grand Lodge admits that each supreme authority may
regulate the conditions of admission for its own jurisdiction; but it
claims to exercise the same right for itself, and declares that it will
not be bound by the legislation of others. In other words, it fixes
the conditions of admission in its Lodges with a view to its own
interests, and without regard to those of its neighbors. As the
declaration of an abstract right, this position is tenable; as entirely
ignoring the progress made by the Craft, and the spirit of courtesy
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actuating the various Grand Lodges of the country on this subject,
it is open to objection.

‘We sum up the matter, then, in this wise: Every Grand Lodge
has, abstractly, the right to make Masons through its subordinates
of any proper candidate, without regard to his residence. Every
Grand Lodge has the clear right to enact such regulations in regard
to the qualifications of those applying to its constituent Lodges as
it may deem most consonant with their interests in particular, and
the welfare of Masonry'in general. The great rush of the profane
to our doors, the determination of many unfit men to obtain admis-
sion by fair means or foul, make it imperative that, when a check
has been devised of so fair a nature as to meet the unhesitating
acquiescence of thirty-nine-fortieths of the Grand Lodges, it must
be commendable, and ought to be unanimous; and, hence, it is good
judgment, as well as sound policy, to waive the abstract right and
adopt the safeguard which helps to protéct the Institution from the
assaults of the unworthy.

< . i

Liy.—This flower was full of meaning among the ancients, and
occurs all over the East. Egypt, Persia, Palestine, and India, pre-
sented it everywhere over their architecture, in the hands and on
the heads of their sculptured figures, whether in bas-relief or statue.
We also find it in the sacred vestments and architecture of the tab-
ernacle and temple of the Israelites, and see it mentioned by our
Savior as an image of peculiar beauty and glory, when comparing
the works of nature with the decorations of art. It is also repre-
sented in all pictures of the salutation of GaprieL to the Virgin
Magry, and in fact has been held in mysterious veneration by all
people of all nations and times. It is the symbol of divinity, of

" purity, and abundance, and of a love most complete in affection,
charity, and benediction; as in holy Scripture, that mirror of purity,
Susanxag, is defined Susa, which signifies the flower of the lily, a
name given to the chief city of the Persians, for its excellency. The
three leaves of the lily in the arms of France mean piety, justice,
and charity.

Our Brother Kossute says of Bunker Hill monument: “Silent
like the grave, and yet melodious like the song of a cherubim.
Senseless, cold granite, and yet warm with inspiration like a patriot’s
heart. Immovable like the past, and yet stirring like the fortune
which never stops, it looks like a prophet and speaks like an oracle.”



JOHN SULLIVAN, LL. D.*

A MAJOR-GENERAL OF THE REVOLUTION ; FIBRST GRAND MASTER OF THE GRAND
LODGE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE, AND GOVERNOR OF THAT STATE.

JorN Surrrvay, the first Grand Master of Masons in New
Hampshire, was of Irish descent. His father emigrated from
Ireland to this country and settled in Berwick, in Maine, a few
years before his birth. There, on the 17th of February, 1740, the
subject of our sketch was born. He was his father’s oldest son,
and his early years were spent in assisting him apon his farm.
When he came to manhood he studied law, and was regularly
admitted by the court as an attorney. He established himself in
his profession in Durham, New Hampshire, and soon rose to
distinction as an attorney and politician. In 1774 he was sent as a
delegate from New Hampshire to the Continental Congress. On
his return home he was engaged with some other distinguished
patriots of his State in taking possession of the British fort in the
harbor of Portsmouth. It was a bold act, and one hundred barrels
of powder and a quantity of cannon and small-arms were secured
for the future use of the colonists by the transaction.

* Extract from a work of great value and interest, just published, entitled

*WASHINGTON AND HIs MasoNic CompeErs.” By SmoNzy Havpen. With an
original Portreit of WasnINGTON, etec.
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He was retlected to Congress the following year, and remained
in it until his services were required in his own State, when he
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mighty lakes and rivers of the north were British fortresses, in
whose strongholds the loyalists found safe retreat and shelter from
danger; and between these and the settlements and towns of the
States which were in arms against the king, were the hunting-
grounds and the war-paths of the Iroquois. Here, for years which
they numbered by the leaves of their forest-trees, their old men
and their women had rudely cultivated rich interval lands along
the streams, and in many favorite places their cone-like cabins
had clustered into villages. Around these the fruit-trees of their
distant civilized neighbors had been planted and grown to maturity,
and abundant cornfields supplied their wants when the fortunes of
the chase failed them.

From these British fortresses upon the lakes, and the intervening
wilderness fastnesses between them and the American settlements,
the loyalists and Indians commingled together, and fell in predatory
bands on many defenseless towns and villages, whose natural
defenders were absent in the general defense of the country under
‘WasamneroN. Like arrows from an unseen bow, or fire-bolts from
a mantling summer-cloud, they often came when and where they
were least expected, and retired so quickly that no trace was left of
them except the work of the firebrand and the hatchet, or the
blood-stained footsteps of their captives in their hurried return to
the wilderness of the Iroquois or the forts at Niagara. The forest
domains of New York were a hiding-place for loyalists, and a
storehouse and home to the Indians. The leaders of the loyalists
were Sir Jorn JornsoN, Colonel Guy Jouxsoxn, and Colonels BurLer
and Craus, all relatives, and all formerly distinguished Masons of
the Mohawk Valley, and members of St. Patrick’s Lodge. Their
Indian ally, BeanT, the war-chief, was also a Mason. To him
history has sometimes paid a tribute of respect for a remembrance
of his Masonic vows during the bloody scenes of war, but to
JomnsoN and BurLer never. Their eyes had become blind to the
Mason’s sign, their ears deaf to the Mason’s word. In the Masonic
traditions of the Revolution, they have since stood as Ishmaelites
in Israel. But let the mantle we seek to draw over our own faults
in part cover theirs. History is not always impartial.

The expedition of General SuvrLrivan in 1779 against these
loyalists and Indians was a war measure, planned and approved
by WasgINGTON a8 a punishment for the unjustifiable warfare of the
allied loyalists and Indians; and by breaking up their strongholds
and destroying their means of subsistence, to prevent their future
depredations on our unprotected settlements. Sternly he gave
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what he deemed a necessary command, and most faithfully and
severely did General SurLLivax execute it. History has told it on its
pages, and we have only space for some of its incidents.

Having no previous military road to use, General SuLLIVAN was
obliged to cut his pathway from Easton on the Delaware across a
mountainous wilderness to Wyoming on the Susquehanna. As he
approached the latter place, he sent a small advance company ahead
under Captain Davis and Lieutenant Joxes. They were met by a
party of Indians, defeated, and the Captain and Lieutenant both
slain and scalped. They were left by the Indians on the ground
where they fell, and after their departure were hastily buried by
their surviving comrades. Captain Davis and Lieutenant Joxes
were both Masons, and when General SuLLivan reached the Valley,
he had their bodies taken up and reinterred at Wyoming with
Masonic ceremonies. It was the first Masonic meeting ever held in
that valley, and the procession of brethren that bore the bodies of
their slain companions from their first resting-place in the forest,
for a more decent interment at Wyoming, was attended by the
regimental band, which played Roslin Castle on their march. This
Military Lodge, on that occasion, met at the marquee of Colonel
Procror. Neither history nor tradition has given us the names of
brethren present, but it is well known that a large number of the
officers in that expedition were Masons, all of whom, whose duty
permitted it, it is presumed, were present. The old town at
‘Wyoming had, at that time, a few permanent inhabitants, whose
descendants still reside there; and traditions of these events have
the most positive verity. Fifteen years later (1794) a Lodge was
chartered in the same place by the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania,
which still exists as No. 61, at Wilkesbarre.

General SuLLivan proceeded soon after on his expedition, follow-
ing up the Susquehanna to its junction with the Tioga. Here,
while awaiting the arrival of General CLiNToN, who was to meet him
with additional forces at this point, a Masonic funeral sermon on
the death of Captain Davis and Lieutenant Jones was preached by
Dr. Rooeers, one of the chaplains of the expedition. This service
was held on the 18th of August, and the text was from the seventh
verse of the seventh chapter of Job, “ Remember that my life is wind.”
The progress of Masonry was thus following the footsteps of war in
its advancement into the American wilderness. The sound of its
gavel was renewed at old Tioga Point under a warrant granted by
the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania in 1796, for Lodge No. 70, which
is still working but a few rods from where this Masonic sermon was
preached in Fort Sullivan in 1779.
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From the commencement of General SuLrLivan’s wilderness march,
the scouts of Braxt, and his Tory associates, Jornson and BuTLEn,
had watched his progress. They no doubt knew his design was to
penetrate the heart of the Indian country, and perhaps proceed to.
Niagara. His superior numbers had now gained him an admission
to their House, as they termed their country, the south-door of
which they said was at “Tioga Point.” There General SuvrLivan
had been joined by two thousand men under General Crixtow,
making his number then five thousand.

With this strong force Brant, Jounsox and BurLErR saw General
SurLivan enter the south-door of the Iroquois, and proceed up the
Tioga. When near what was afterward called Newtown (now
Elmira), they laid an ambuscade and prepared to give him battle.
His strength overcame their cunning and bravery, and defeated and
disheartened they fell back before his victorious army, and saw him
destroy their cornfields, cut down their orchards, and burn their
towns without again offering a united resistance. One of the
incidents of this devastating march is painfully interesting, and of
a character entitling it to a place in Masonic narrative.

After General Surrivan had passed into the heart of the Indian
country, and was near the Genesee River, he sent Lieutenant Bovp
with a guide and twenty-six men to reconnoitre an Indian town six
miles ahead. His guide mistook the way, and on the return of the
party, they were drawn into an ambuscade by Brant and BuTLes
with several hundred Indians and rangers, as the loyalists were
called, and nearly all of his men were killed. Poyp was wounded,
and with one of his party taken prisoner. He had been captured
once before at the storming of Quebec, but then was exchanged.
From the private ranks he had risen to that of Lieutenant of a
rifle company of the Pennsylvania division, and was about twenty-
two years of age. He was the largest and most muscular man in
his company; but, having been wounded, he was now in the power
of the enemy. Lieutenant Borp was n Mason, and knowing the
ferocity of the Indians after seeing their towns burned, he gave to
Braxt, who was also a Mason, a sign of the Fraternity, claiming
protection. The dusky chief recognized it and at once promised
him his life. But being called away soon after, Boyp was left in the
care of General ButLer, who, as before stated, had formerly been a
member of St. Patrick’s Lodge on the Mohawk. ButLer demanded
of the captive information which his fidelity to his own commander
would not allow him to give. The scene became one of tragic
interest. Enraged at the silence of Boyp, BurrLer had him placed
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before him kneeling upon one knee, with an Indian on each side
holding his arms, and another standing behind him with a
tomahawk raised over his head. BurLer inquired the number of
Svrrvax’s men. “I cannot answer you,” was Boyp’s reply. He
then inquired how his army was divided and disposed. “I cannot
give you any information, sir,” again replied the heroic captive.
Again, for the third time, BuTLEr harshly addressed him:

“Borp, life is sweet; you had better answer me.”

“Duty forbids,” was the reply; “I would not, if life depended on
the word.”

Reader, contemplate the scene. Both were Masons; the one
haunghty, imperious, and forgetful of his vows; the other a captive
in his hands, with fortitude undaunted and fidelity unshaken, thrice
refusing to betray hig trust. His last refusal cost him his life;
for before Brant returned to his captive, and unknown to him,
ButLer delivered him into the hands of the infuriated Indians
about him, and, amidst tortures too horrid to describe, Lieutenant
Boyp fell a martyr to his trust, on the 13th of September, 1779.
His remains were found on the following day, and buried by order
of General SurLivax, on the borders of a small stream, where they
lay undisturbed until 1841, sixty-two years after the event, when
they were identified, collected in an urn, and reinterred with much
ceremony in Mount Hope Cemetery at Rochester.

General SvLrvax proceeded no farther on this expedition than
the Indian towns on the Genesee, and returned to Tioga, still
burning wigwams, and destroying every means for subsistence
within his reach. So dreadful and widespread was the devastation
he made, that he was afterward called by the Indians “The Town
Destroyer.” General SuLLivax was absent from the headquarters
of the army in this expedition about five months, and on his return
received the thanks of Congress for his services; but he was
dissatisfied with the action of the Board of War, pleaded ill-health,
and resigned his commission in the army. He then retired to
private life, and resumed his former profession. He was, however,
immediately elected by the State of New Hampshire a delegate to
Congress, and took his seat in that body in 1780. He left Congress
after one year's service, and again returned to his profession. In
1783 he was appointed attorney-general of his State, helped to form
its constitution, and was chosen a member of its council. In 1786
he was elected Governor of New Hampshire, and held the office for
three successive years.

During the last year that General SvLLivan occupied the guber-
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natorial chair of his State, an independent Grand Lodge was formed
in that jurisdiction, and he was elected its first Grand Master.
Masonic Lodges were not numerous in New Hampshire at that
. time; but five having then been organized in the State, and but one
of these (St. Jomn’s at Portsmouth) preceding the Revolution.
During the same year that General SuLLivax was Grand Master of
the State, he was also Master of this old Lodge at Portsmouth.
In October of 1790, at a meeting of this Grand Lodge, General
SuLLivax communicated to that body by letter the fact, that the
alarming state of his health would no longer permit him to
serve as Grand Master, at the same time expressing his grateful
acknowledgments for the honor they had conferred upon him.
Dr. Harr Jacksox was therefore elected Grand Master in his stead.

General SuLLivan soon after received an gppointment as Federal
Judge of his district, and held that office till the close of his life.
He died on the 23d of January, 1795, in the fifty-sixth year of his
age. Twenty years of his life had been spent in public service, but
still he had found time to acquire a fund of general literature, and
had been honored by the university at Dartmouth with the degree
of Doctor of Laws. He led a life of usefulness, and his death was
felt as a public loss.

ISIS.

TaE chief goddess in the Egyptian mysteries, the symbol of nature,
and mother and nurse of all things. Dioports says that Oszis, Ists,
TyeeoN, AroLro and VENUs were the children of JurrTen
and Juxo. Osinis, who is identical with the Dioxysus
of the Greeks, married Isis, the moon, and they both
made the improvement of society their especial care.
Men were no longer butchered, after Isis had discovered
the valuable qualities of wheat and barley, and Ostris
had taught how to prepare them. Iss and Osiris were
undoubtedly persons superior in mind and intelli-
gence to the age in which they lived, who organized
wociety, and contributed largely to the improvement of mankind,
on which account the gratitude of after ages elevated them to the
rank of gods. The mysteries of Isis are interesting to Masons, as
being the foundation of those of the Sidonian builders, or Dionysian
architects, which have contributed so many elements to the Masonic
rites,

.



FREEMASONRY ABROAD.
[Original.]

WaiLe it is theoretically true, that Freemasonry is essentially the
same in aims, principles and symbolisms, the world over, and the
same from age to age, yet the outward phases of the institution differ
according to the government of the country under which it is estab-
lished, and the particular customs of its people. These differences
are so striking that persons, poorly informed upon the fundamental
principles of the society, cannot easily be convinced but what a
change has been made, by some persons, in the landmarks. Our
American brethren, going to European countries, and taking a
superficial view of the Craft there, sometimes bring home a story
of innovations; which if they, thewselves, better understood the
groundwork of Freemasonry, they would see much occasion to
modify. So, when our foreign brethren visit us, and express their
opinion of our Masoni¢ works by word or pen, they often make mis-
takes that are really ludicrous, in criticising our peculiarities;
because they overlook the only essential fact in the case, viz., that
we are working upon the same landmarks as themselves.

The present article is designed to show some of the peculiarities
of foreign Masonry, as they strike the eye of an instructed brother,
who travels from the United States. The illustrations are given at
random, being such as they occur to the mind of the writer, and
neither better nor worse than many others that might have been
deduced. .

I In banquets and festivals, the English Masons greatly excel.
Almost every Lodge-meeting is concluded with refreshments; for
which purpose tickets are sold to the brethren, prior to the close, 8o
that the landlord may know for how many to provide. As the
majority of Lodges meet in public houses, it is easy to do this, only
requiring a change from one apartment to another. Masonic Halls,
well furnished, capacious, and adorned with Masonic imagery—such
as are common in the United States—are extremely rare in foreign
countries. More frequently the rooms used for Lodge-purposes
are small, and meanly furnished.

At the English festivals toasts are always prepared, upon a stereo-
typed plan, beginning with—* The King and the Craft;” or, under
the present administration, “ The Queen and the Craft.” This open-
ing toast is not always tasteful to strangers; and, indeed, might with
propriety be omitted: but our English brethren are famous for
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mixing politics in their Masonry as well as their religion; and they
would think they were removing a landmark were they to leave it
out. Following this—*The Grand Lodge;” “ Grand Master;” and
other strictly Masonic toasts, are offered. To every toast, except the
first, responses are made by persons previously designated for the
purpose. These are always in good taste, and often eloquent and
pathetic specimens of table-oratory might be culled out of English
Masonic literature, worthy of preservation. Judging these addresses
by their elaborateness of illustration and exquisite choice of lan-
guage, it is safe to conclude that they have been previously written
out; although, as a general thing, the British public do not like to
see & man with notes in hand while speaking. It is very rarely the
case that the remarks made at a Masonic festival, in the United
States, are worthy of being reported.

Among the regular toasts, there is always one, entitled, “ Our
visiting brethren;” and this is coupled with the name of some
visitor present, who has acquired a Masonic reputation, either for
his official title or his intelligence and zeal. His remarks, whether
appropriate or not, are most kindly cheered—every pause being
marked by the loud “Hear, hear!” so common in a British assem-
bly. This, which at first produces some confusion in the speaker’s
mind, becomes, in time, a refreshing stimulus, and affords opportu-
nities of collecting thought and gathering the breath. The writer
acknowledges to the wish that the practice might be adopted in
American Masonic assemblies.

II. Our foreign brethren do not hesitate to make a more practi-
cal use of their Masonic relation than we do in this country. For
instance, in a late Masonic periodical, published in London, there
are advertisements of the following character:

“A clergyman, for ten years a missionary in a tropical country,
chaplain to several Lodges in that distant land, at present having
temporary sole charge of two small parishes, desires a permanent
spherg of usefulness, where, by assiduity in the work of the ministry,
care frugality, he shall be enabled to provide for the mainte-
nance and education of his family.”

“ Wanted, by the advertiser, a Master Mason, an established
agent in the city to meet with another commission, either in silk,
wool, or cotton goods.”

« As instructor, in the three degrees. Good references.”

“To Masons: A brother, who has been engaged in a book-selling,
stationery and printing business, in the country, for some years,
wishes for a situation, etec., ete.”

“ A brother Mason would be thankful to any one to recommend
him to employment, either as barman, cellarman, or time-keeper.”
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“ A brother, aged 26, Master Mason and Past Master, earnestly
desires a situation, where steadiness and trust are required.”

The columns of the English Masonic press abound with notices of
this sort; yet, none that are derogatory to the Craft, or improper for
publication.

In the principal English Masonic periodical—the Freemason’s
Magazine—paragraphs appear weekly that look odd to our American
readers. For instance, the most trivial movements of the queen and
all her family are chronicled with a particularity calculated to pro-
voke a smile: “ Her majesty drove out;” “her majesty drove to the
station;” “her majesty went in the grounds;” ¢ her majesty walked
and drove,” etc., ete., are specimens of this twaddle—unworthy of the
best Masonic organ in Europe. Bat, of course, its readers like it,
else it would be discontinued.

IIT. The London Lodges are famous for their “Lodges of
Instruction,” many of which are as regularly constituted, numbered
and worked, as the chartered Lodges. Thus, we see, such titles
as “Strong Man Lodge of Instruction, No. 45;” ‘Metropolitan
Lodge of Instruction, No. 1056” (newly formed); and very many
others. A brother who visited Europe in 1859-61 gives a graphic ac-
count of these Lodges: how every brother has before him a little table
for his beer-mug and tobacco-pipe; how the presiding officer recites
a section of the lectures, then calls to refreshment; then, another
recitation, and another call to refreshment, ete., ete. The published
records of one of the Lodges of Instruction say: “The ceremony
of initiation was very efficiently performed; after which, sections of
the first lecture were worked. The usual weekly meeting was held,
when the second and third ceremonies and the first and second
sections of the first lecture were worked.”

The Lodges of Instruction are almost always held at public
houses, the profits derived from the sale of refreshments amply
compensating the proprietors for their outlay in lights, fuel and
apartments.

IV. The Earl of Zetland has been Grand Master of England, ever
gince the death of the Duke of Sussex, which occurred more than
twenty years ago. His fraternal solicitude in everything that relates
to Masonry is an excellent part of his character. His brethren give
him credit for putting a kind construction upon their acts, and ex-
ercising great gentleness of manner in his dealings with them. The
meetings of the Grand Lodge are admirably conducted under his.
instructions. One of his Masonic neighbors said of him, at a recent
festival, that he would add his meed of praise to the Grand Master
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a8 a friend, a neighbor, a sportsman, and a landlord. “Few,” he
said, “can stand at the head of that fame, if it is not the Earl of
Zetland. If I speak of him as a landlord—where is there one so
good? or, as a master of for hounds—where is there a pack that
shows more sport? As a private gentleman, his hospitality is well
known to us; and as a man and Mason, in popularity, he is at the
head of the Craft in this Province (North Wales and Shropshire);
and you know how esteemed he is by us all. He is very well
known, born as he was in the neighborhood, and possessing, as he
does, a princely property.”

But while the office of Grand Master remains from year to year,
by successive reélection, in the same hands, those of Deputy Grand
Master and other Grand Lodge officers are subject to frequent
changes. The names of noblemen, and other persons having titles,
or eminence for merit, are put forward for these positions; and to
be a high officer in the Grand Lodge of England is an endorse-
ment of position.

V. In a previous paragraph it was remarked that a majority of
the English Lodges hold their meetings in public houses; or, as
called there, taverns. This is an evil regretted by many of their
wisest men. In evidence of this, may be quoted the prospectus of
“The South Metropolitan Masonic Hall Company,” organized to
erect an edifice on the Surrey side of London. This prospectus
says: “The necessity of holding Masonic meetings in buildings set
apart from taverns, and specially adapted to that purpose, is gene-
rally acknowledged by all members of the Craft, as being more in
accordance with the pure principles of Freemasonry.” The paper
. adds: “It cannot be doubted that this project will meet with the
support of the brethren whose sympathies are in favor of the sepa-
ration of Masonry from tavern accommodation.”

V1. The English Craft are slowly awakening to the importance of
Masonic literature. A brother, writing to the London Masonic
organ, forcibly says: “ Why should we not have Masonic readings in
the Lodge? We have amongst us men of giant intellects and pro-
found erudition. We have, also, men with the minds of dwarfs, and
of very imperfect education. There are some who have delved into
the very depths of our mystic lore; and others, who have never read
a page of OLIver’s writings. Why, then, should not these men be
instructed? Extracts from Masonic works might be introduced in
readings, in open Lodge.” A brother (Dr. Joun Prarsox BerL) has
lately published a chart, six feet by thirty inches in dimensions,
entitled “The Stream of English Masoury”—designed to depicture,
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at a single view, the rise and progress of Freemasonry in England;
including the organ of the Royal Arch. The press, both Masonic
and secular, of England, has spoken out in the most approving
terms of this praiseworthy attempt to take up the mantle of the
great OLIVER, who is incapacitated by age from further labors in a
cause to which he has given so much of his life.

VIL Much stress is laid, in foreign countries, upon the possession
of a diploma or certificate, authenticated by the joint seals of a
subordinate and a Grand Lodge. Without this, many Lodges, both
in Great Britain and on the Continent, will refuse a brother admis-
sion as a visitor; with it, in certain localities, no further test of
admission is demanded. The fact concerning this, however it may
clash with our preconceived American notions, is, nevertheless, one
that ought to be more generally known. An English brother, com-
ing to this country, is careful to provide himself with a diploma
(called by him certificate), and is surprised to find, on presenting
himself as a visitor at the door of one of our Lodges, that not only
is the fact of his possessing such a document little regarded, but
that, in many cases, it is not even asked for; and, if produced by
him, is returned unopened. On the other hand, American Masons,
going to foreign countries, unprovided with written vouchers of this
kind, will scarcely find & welcome or even an admission into their

-Lodges. Therefore, Masonic periodical writers should take more

pains to make this fact known.

Py

Freemasonry.—Masonry, whitened with the frost of ages, comes
down to us bearing on his grim countenance and furrowed brow the
relics of antiquity. It lives while kings and conquerors have passed
away, and thrones and scepters crumbled to dust—while ¢ities which
were once renowned for their greatness, magnificence and splendor,.
have had Ichabod written upon them by the finger of time, and
empires rocked and crushed have split into fragments and disap-
peared—Masonry, like some mighty tree, has spread itself from the
center to the circumference of our globe. Neither the weakness
nor perfidy of its professed friends, nor the malice of its enemies,.
have been able to retard its onward march, or for any length of
time cripple her energies.

Tree mission of Freemasonry is one of mildness and peace. It
carries with it no panoply of power, but its own purity of purpose;.
its own intrinsic excellence and value.

8



THE IDEAL OF THE MASONIC SOCIETY.

BY AUG. C. L. ARNOLD, LL. D.

It has been well observed that every event or movement in the
history of humanity, is a new apocalypse of man, or Nature, or Gop!
This thought is eminently true. There is not a movement in the
material world, nor an event in the life of man or society, but is a
revelation of eternal truth—a new step of humanity in its upward
progress. All revelations in society—the great questions which
agitate nations—the mighty ideals which burn in the bosom of
Christendom, laboring to realize themselves in the various philan-
thropic enterprises and benevolent associations of the age, have a
deep and solemn significance—are attached to the divinest senti-
ments of the soul—are expressive of the soul’s aspirations—responses
to the great needs of humanity. They mark the victories of man
over ignorance and selfishness, and are pledges of an ever-growing
perfection. For, while man labors, he thrives; while society struggles,
and is in conflict, it advances. All the phenomena of life, all insti-
tutions or movements in society, devised by human genius, have
been so many attempts of man to fathom the mystery of his being—
so many struggles to reach and embrace an ideal beauty or excel-
lence which glimmered in the immeasurable heights above him.
Hence all these movements are of momentous import—are provi-
dentially devised; and are worthy of a profound study and
investigation, and will be studied by those who reverence virtue,
and cherish a genial love and large hope for man.

Among the providential institutions which should arrest the
attention of thinking men, are the Mysteries, as they were formerly
called, or Secrer Socieries, as they are now denominated. In the
carliest periods of the world, the wisest and best of men withdrew
from the imperfections of the exterior society, and in their secret
temples sought to sound the mysterious deeps of Gob, nature, and
the soul, and to live out their idea of a true life. The mysteries of
Egypt, of Eleusis, of the Cabiri, and those of India and of the north
of Europe, had a widely-extended influence; and so important were
they that an investigation of them is necessary, if we would have
an accurate view of the theology, philosophy, science, and ethics,
of the past times.

The singular tendency to secret association in all ages, and the
remarkable progress and prevalence of these societies at the present
time, in spite of the selfishness and materialism of the age, indicato
most clearly a providential origin and a providential design. When



THE IDEAL OF THE MASONIC S8OCIETY. 123

the conditions and circumstances attending them, and the position
they have occupied and do still occupy—the countless thousands of
earnest and intelligent men who have worshiped and do worship
even to-day at their altars, are considered—who will say that these
institutions, which have, in all periods of the world, commanded the
admiration, and reverence, and services of the wisest and best of
our race, have not exercised a powerful influence on the life of the
past, and are not destined to accomplish mighty results in this
present age, and wield a prodigious influence over all its thoufrht
and life? "What have been those results, and what may we espect
them to be in future? What has been, and what is destined to be
their influence on, and their relations with, the progressive develop-
ment of man?

It is & part of the mission of the Masonic societies in general to
elevate the tone of public and private morals, and to realize, in all
the arrangements of life, a diviner sentiment of justice, a truer
ideal of charity, and more enlightened notions regarding man’s
relations with his fellow-man. They are a means of intellectual,
moral, and social progress, and belong to the great category of
divine instrumentalities, ordained by Providence, for the advance-
ment of the human race.

This remark is eminently correct as it regards the ancient mys-
teries. They were the sources of moral life—the fountains of
theology, philosophy, ethics, science, and politics—the ministers of
progress—in a word, the mother of civilization. In the Egyptian,
Grecian, and Indian mysteries, and the Druidical institutions of the
north of Europe, were nourished and developed those moral princi-
ples and sentiments, and those social ideas, which afterward entered
into the life of the people, and became actual in their social forms.

And this is the divine method of human progress. Men, in the
mass, do not, and cannot rise at once to the comprehension of
absolute truth; nor is it possible for them to appreciate it in its full-
ness, nor, unaided, to apply it to any practical result. Neither do
they advanoce, either individually or socially, by virtue of their own
energy, but receive the elements of progress, growth, and expan-
sion, from the spiritual world—that is to say, from Goo. When
new elements of life are to be sent forth from the bosom of the
Deity, for the revivification of the nations, or new ideas are to be
promulgated to further their advancement toward a more perfect
civilization, a few earnest and far-seeing spirits are first agitated by
them—to them the revelation is first made. They invoke these new
ideals, and labor to bring them down from heaven to earth, and
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make them living and actual in the world’s life. But a wide sea of
ages sometimes rolls between the ideal and the actual—between the
discovery of a principle and its full and perfect application to life;
yet cherished by the enlightened few, illustrated in their mystic
circle, it grows, expands, gains influence, and at length blends with
the people’s life, and modifies all the institutions of society.

So, in modern times, we have seen a certain social idea—the idea
of equality, of the worth of man as man, and his right to elect his
own superior or chief—pass through several phases,’till it attaimed
to a perfect incarnation in our political institutions. This idea,
born in one of the monachal orders of the Roman Church—that
church of strange contrasts, where democratic and free sentiments
flourished under the shadow of the most unmitigated despotism—
realized in the internal arrangements of the secret orders of the
middle ages, became fully developed and defined in the fraternity
of Freemasons, and, with that association, spread through every
country of Christendom. But as yet it had not changed the politi-
cal aspect of society: it was only an ideal of a new state, the
consolation and hope of those earnest men, who, looking with long-
ing toward the future, sought refuge from the withering arrange-
ments of the outward life in the fraternal embraces of their secret
institution. It was a type of an order of things yet to be created.
But as every thought finds its appropriate word, so, sooner or later,
will every idea find an expression in some of the forms of life.
Thus, this social idea which had been laboring for ages in the hearts
of the good and wise, which in these secret associations had been
worshiped for centuries, and which the Masonic brotherhood
adopted as its leading thought, found an utterance, an embodiment,
in the institutions of the American Republic.

From what has been said, it follows that the mysteries are not
only useful, but necessary. There is always the need of an instita-
tion where a higher ideal of life shall be worshiped and sought
after, than is yet to be found realized in the existing political
organizations—an institution which will recombine the scattered
elements of society, arm itself against the selfish tendencies of the
race, give men faith in virtne, and confidence in each other, and
reveal to the world a diviner ideal to be actualized in its life.

If our theory be correct, these societies are precisely the instita-
tions which the world needs at this particular crisis, and are
demanded by all the wants of man. Society needs an ideal of a
higher and better state, to which it may aspire. These associations
reveal that ideal, and give it an actual being in their own particular
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forms. They present to the world the picture of a new order of
life—a new social arrangement far above, and in advance of, the
most perfect of our political compacts. Men need faith in virtue
and confidence in each other; for, without these, there can be no
stability in business, nor improvement in individual or public
morality. They create this faith in virtue, and insure this mutual
confidence. They strengthen public morality; promote peace and
good will between man and man; and seek to apply, always and
everywhere, the Christian idea of union and, love, as they are
revealed in the command, “ Bear one another’s burdens.”

-0

MASONIC ANECDOTE.

Tae following extract is from a work by Harry LorreqQuEr: “ We
were staggering along, under light canvas, when the look-out ahead
announced a light .on the weather-bow; it was evidently coming
toward us, and scarce half a mile distant; we had no more than time
to hang out a lantern in the tops, and put up the helm, when a
large ship, whose sides rose several feet above our own, swept by
us, and so close, that her yard-arms actually touched our rigging as
she yawed over in the sea. A muttered thanksgiving for our escape,
for such it was, broke from every lip; and hardly was it uttered,
when again a voice cried out, ‘ here she comes to leeward!’ and sure
enough the dark shadow of the large mass, moving at a speed far
greater than ours, passed under our lee, while a harsh summons was
shouted out to know who we were, and whither bound. The
¢ Northumberland, with troops,” was the answer; and before the
words were well out, a banging noise was heard—the ports of the
stranger ship were flang open—a bright flash, like a line of flame,
ran her entire length, and a raking broadside was poured into us.
The old transport reeled over and tumbled like a thing of life—her
shattered sides and torn bulwarks let in the water as she heeled to
the shock, anid for an instant, as she bent beneath the storm, I
thought she was settling to go down by the head. I had little time,
however, for thought; one wild cheer broke from the attacking ship
—its answer was the faint sad cry of the wounded and dying on our
deck. The next moment the grapples were thrown into us, and the
vessel was boarded from stem to stern. The noise of the cannonade,
and the voices on deck, brought all our men from below, who came
tumbling up the hatches, believing we had struck.

“Then began a scene, such as all I have ever witnessed of carnage
and slaughter cannot equal. The Frenchmen, for such they were,
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rushed down upon us as we stood defenseless and unarmed; a
deadly roll of musketry swept our thick and trembling masses. The
cutlass and the boarding-pike made fearful havoc among us, and an
unresisted slaughter tore along our deck, till the heaps of dead and
dying made the only barrier for the few remaining.

“A chance word in French, and a sign of Masonry, rescued me
from the fate of my comrades, and my only injury was a slight sabre-
wound in the forearm, which I received in warding off a cut
intended for my head. The carnage lasted scarce fifteen minutes;
but in that time, of all the crew that manned our craft—what
between those who leaped overboard in wild despair, and those who
fell beneath fire and steel—scarce twenty remained, appalled and
trembling-—the only ones rescued from this horrible slaughter.

“A sudden cry of ‘She’s sinking!’ burst from the stranger ship,
and in & moment the Frenchmen clambered up their bulwarks—the
grapples were cast of—the dark mass darted onward on her course,
and we drifted away to leeward, a moving sepulcher.”

Mysreries.—The world is full of mysteries: the chamber in which
the infant opens its eyes is a universe of mysteries. The father’s
voice, the mother’s smile, reveal to it slowly the mysterious world of
the affections. The child solves many of these mysteries; but as the
circle of knowledge is enlarged, its vision is always bound by a veil
of mystery. The sun that wakens it at morning, and again at night
looks in at its window to bid it farewell, the tree that shades its
home, and in whose branches the birds sing before the dews are
dry, the clouds with shining edges that move across the sky, calm
and stately, like the chariot of an angel—all are mysteries. Nay,
to the grown up man there is not a thing which the hand touches,
or on which the eye rests, which is not enveloped in mystery. The
flower that springs at your feet—who has revealed the wonderful
secret of its organization? Its roots shoot down, and leaf and
flower rise up and expand into the infinite abyss of mystery. We
are like emigrants, traveling through an unknown wilderness; they
stop at night by a flowing stream; they feed their horses, set up their
tent, and build a fire; and as the flames rise up, all within the circle
of a few rods around is distinct and clear in its light. But beyond and
bounding this, are rocks dimly seen, and trees with vague outline
stoop forward to the blaze; and beyond the branches creak, and the
waters murmur over their beds, and wild, unknown animals howl in
the dark realms of night and silence. Such is the light of man’s
knowledge, and so it is bounded by the infinite realms of mystery.
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INDIAN MYSTERIES.

Tae leading idea of the Indian philosophy is that a state of
absolute quiescence or rest constitutes the most perfect bliss, and
that it can be attained only by the most complete self-abnegation.
This idea naturally grows out of the pantheistic nature of their
religion. They believe in unity existing in all things, and all ‘things
in unity; Gop in the universe, and the universe in Goo; and regard
nature as a revelation of the divine intelligence. Everything is
thus the perpetual transformation or metamorphosis of Goo. This
doctrine is taught in all their mysteries, and upon this theory rests
the idea of the reciprocal influence of worlds upon each other, and
their central light, and the conception of the universe as a perpetual
creation, as does, likewise, the belief in metempsychosis, or the
transmigration of souls after death. Beginning and end are mingled,
and mind and matter are continually striving for predominance
in the universe, which, therefore, exhibits an eternal struggle
between good and evil, light and darkness. The notion of Gop
taught in the highest Hindoo mysteries is pure and elevated. He
is called Brahmy, Atma, Bramatma. Before the creation he reposed
in silence, and absorbed in himself. “This world,” says M=xov,
“was all darkness, undiscernible, undistinguishable, altogether as
in profound sleep, till the gelf-evident and visible Gop, making it
manifest with five elements, and other glorious forms, perfectly
dispelled the gloom. He, desiring to raise up various creatures by
an emanation from his.own glory, first created the waters, and
impressed them with the power of motion; by that power was
brought the wondrous egg, bathed in golden splendors and blazing
like a thousand suns, from which sprang Brahma, the self-existing,
the parent of all rational beings. In the Hindoo mysteries Gop is
represented under three forms: Vishnu, Siva, and Brahma; for that
is the order in which the three are expressed by the letters A U M,
that form the mysterious and ineffable name, OM, which is never
spoken, but is the object of silent and constant contemplation. The
Lingam is worshiped in these rites the same as the Phallus in the
Egyptian. The Lotos, too, is a sacred attribute in these mysteries,
as it was in those of Isis. The whole initiation represented the
same idea as the Egyptian. The eternal combat between the
opposing forces of good and evil, of light and dark, and the
ultimate triumph of the former, is the leading feature of both,
showing conclusively, that the Egyptian system, which is the parent
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of the Grecian, Roman, and, consequently, of our Masonic system,
was itself the offspring of the old Indian mysteries. The most
celebrated temples where these rites were performed were those of
Elora, Salsette, and Elephanta.

MAGIANS.

TrE name of the members of the priestly order among the ancient
Medes and Persians. The word is of Indian origin, being derived
from mag, which, in the Pehlvi language, signifies priest. In the
last half of the seventh century before Carist, ZoroasTER reformed
and reorganized the Order, and divided the members into three
classes or degrees: 1. Herbeds, or Apprentices; 2. Mobeds, or
Teacher and Master; 3. Destur Mobeds, or Perfect Master. The
Magians claimed to have the gift of prophecy, a supernatural wis-
dom, and power to control the secret forces of nature. They were
held in the highest reverence among the people, and no transaction
of importance took place without or against their advice. Hence
their almost unbounded influence in private as well as in public life;
and, quite apart from the education of the young princes being in
their hands, they also formed the constant companions of the ruling
monarchs. Their mode of life was of the simplest and severest,
befitting their station. The food, especially of the lower classes,
consisted almost entirely of flour and vegetables; they wore white
garments, slept on the ground, and were altogether subjected to
the most rigorous discipline. The initiation consisted of the most
imposing and mysterious ceremonies. Purifications of several
months duration, and fastings of the severest test, had to precede it;
and it was long before the candidate could be led into the realms of
the dead, where all is darkness and misery, thence to the higher
stages of glory and perpetual life. Gradually, however, their influ-
ence, which once had been powerful enough to raise them to the
throne itself, began to wane, and in the course of time, its members
dwindled down to the number of seven, and finally to extinction.

In the seventeenth century an Order of Magians was established
in Florence, and still later a sub-division of the Order of Rosicru-
cians bore this name. We find, also, the appellation Magus applied
to the 8th degree, or the 1st degree of the Grand Mysteries of the
Nluminati to the 9th and last degree of the German, Gold, and Rose-
Cross, and to the 7th grade of the Clerical system of the Strict
Observance. Tmory also mentions a Sovereign Magus of the 5th
degree of the Clerical-Cabalistic system.




(Continued from p. 100.)
GREEN.

rational faith; the square teaches so to
discipline our minds as to make them
correspond with a pure and prompt
obedience to the laws of our native land;
and the compasses teach us so to culti-
vate our understandings as to enable us
to live in the bonds of social and
fraternal union with all mankind, what-
ever may be their peculiar views on
religious or pulitical subjccts. -

GREEN, the emerald; symbolically
the color of spring, (the youth of the
year,) of hope, particularly hope of
immortality and of viotory beyond the
grave. Among the ancients green was
the emblem of victory. It is the
emblematic color of a Knight of the
Red Cross, and of a Perfect Master. The
Red Cross Knight is reminded by this
color that Truth is a divine attribute,
and the foundation of every virtue, and
that like the green Bay tree it will
tloucish in perpetual verdure. The
Perfect Master is admonished by it that
being dead in sin, he must hope to revive
in virtue.

GRIP AND SIGN. In ancient times,
when men, ignorant of chirography, im-
pressed the seal of their parchments with
the tooth in their head for a signature, it
was usual for Master Mnsons to give their
apprentice a grip or sign, by which he
should make himself known to any Ma~
son as a regular E. A. P. to the trade;
and another when he bhad completed his
apprenticeship, and passed on to the
rank of a journeyman, or F. C.; and a
third when, by assiduity and skill, he had
become himself a master of the work,
took buildings to rear, hired Fellow- crafts
or journeymen, and received apprentices.
The word, the sign, and the grip, in
those days, were the certificate of the
Craft to its regularly taught members.

GUIDE. At our introduction into
Masonry, we seek for an able guide to
conduct us from this dark state of
human life into light, and when arrived
at that desired point, we are struck with
the symbolic representations before us;
and under promise of fidelity we begin
our career in this secret society of Free
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and Accepted Masons. We emerge
gradually from the lowest vale, and bv
study arrive at the highest degree of the
occult science, or to the greatest mental
perfection.

GUILD, Grup, GELD, or GELT, as the
word is varioudly written, had many sig-
nifications among the early writers, It
was understood to signify, primarily, a
payment, mulct, composition or amerce-
ment; it also denoted an enfranchised
district, endowed with free customs and
peculiar privileges; in later times its
most usual acceptation was in the sense
of an associated brotherhood or body,
which might be a whole town, or only a
business fraternity, organized for mutual
aid and protection. Johnson defines the
word as meaning ¢ fraternities originally
contributing sums to a common stock;
the word is to be found in various
tongues—in old French, Teutonic and
Icelandic—gilde, convivium, symposium;
a society, a fraternity or company, com-
bined by orders and laws made among
themselves, and by their prince’s license.
Hence the word guild proceeds, being a
fraternity or commonalty of men gath-
ered together in one combination, sup-
porting their common charges bv mutual
contribution.” These associations had
their secrets and peculiar means of know-
ing and recognizing each other, and the
principle of union that ubited them
assimilated in a great degree to that
sacred bond of brotherhord which has
ever characterized the fnstitution of
Freemasonry. Ecclesiastic organizations
frequently identified themselves with the
peaceful guilds, and with those devoted
to the profession of arms, and history
furnishes ample proof that they were
fostered and patronized by the Church
of Rome, until the period when the
wealth of some of the chivalric orders
having attracted the envy of both prince
and pontiff, they first fell a sacrifice to
the avaricious demands of those am-
bitious despots; and the policy of the
Church ever afterward demounced all
secret associations, except those within
their own conirol, as irreligious and he-
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retical. The associations of trading and
working guilds, however, continued to
flourish, as the various benevolent,
though secret, organizations of the pres-
ent day do, notwithstanding the allocu-
tions and anathemas of the bigoted and
tottering vatican of Rome. In these
guilds all the more important and essen-
tial processes of their crafts were con-
cenled as mysteries in the true sense of
the term. Regularly constituted assem-
blies were convened; at their head &
brother presided as Alderman or Master,
assisted by Wardens and other officers;
new members were admitted according
to the form or code of law selected to
govern the association; the exclusion of
the uninitiated or profane from their
communities; business in which every
matter pertaining to their trade was
freely discussed, and dispatched in the
usual manner; the members® enjoyed
equal rights, acknowledged mutual obli-
gations, and regarded one snother as
brethren. During the earlier periods,
the hereditary character of the handi-
craft must have greatly assisted in pre-
venting the profane from withdrawing
the vail; other means were practiced for
the purpose of keeping the secrets of the
trades or socicties, and defending their
monopoly, including many awe-inspiring
ceremonies and initiations—sometimes
terrific, sometimes painful or ludicrous.
From these organizations little doubt
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exists that the present system of Free-
masonry obtained many of its important
symbols and teachings.

GULES, from the Latin, gula, red-
dened skin. In Heraldry, a red color,

ntended, perhaps, to

jymbolize courage, ani-

nation, or hardihood,

wnd indicate in engraved

igures of escutcheons

wnd the like by straight
perpenaicuar ines.

GUTTURAL. Pertaining to the
throat. In the symbolism of Masonry,
the virtue of temperance is alluded to,
which demands a cautious habit of re-
straint, such as may be necessary to
preserve us from the risk of violating
our obligations and incurring its penalty.

GYRON. In Heraldry, a charge, prob-
ably of Spanish origin, as the word in

that language signifies a
gusset, or triangular piece
of cloth sewed into a gar-
ment. A sub-ordinary
bounded by a line from
either angle of an es-
cutcheon, and one from the middle of
the adjacent side, or, when there are
more than one gyron on the shield, by
any two lines drawn from the circam-
ference, and meeting in the fesse point.

Gyrony. Covered with gyrons, or
divided so as to form several gyrons—
said of an escutcheon.

——00 R 00—

H

HAGGAI one of the prophets, was
born at Babylon, during the captivity;
he accompanied Zerubbabel and Joshua
to Jerusalem, and assisted in rebuilding
the temple. In the Royal Arch Chapter
be constitutes one of the Grand Council,
and is represented Ly the Scribe, because
he expounded the law to Zerubbabel,
Joshua and the people. His position is
on the left of the High Priest; clothed
in a purple robe, and wearing a turban
of the same color.

HAIL, or Hzte. The Masonic word

usually spelt hail is more properly the
old English word hele, from the ancient
German hehlen, to conceal. From this
comes our word hell, corresponding to
the Greek hades, and the Hebrew sheol,
the invisible, the unseen. Hele—pro-
nounced hale—should be used in the
catechism. The fact that this Saxon
word is found in the ritual of Free-
masonry proves the relation and con-
nection between the modern system of
Freemasonry and the German Building
Corporatious.
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HAND. When the calamities of our
brother call for our aid we should not
withdraw the hand that might sustain
him from sinking; but that we should
render him those serviceg which, not
encumbering or injuring our families or
fortunes, charity or religion may dictate
for the saving of our fellow-creature.
As the hand is the great instrument of
action, so is it eminently fitted for afford-
ing aid to the mind and vision, by the
signs and indications which it makes.

HAND-CLAPPING. Among Masons
the common expression of applause,

approval, and agreement. Its use is
universal in the Order.
HARMONY, OrpER OF. An order

embracing both men and women, found-
ed in 1788, by Grossinger, under the
uuspices of Augusta, Countess of Staff.
The Duchess of Newcastle was Grand
Mistress. They bound themselves by a
solemp oath to be eternally faithful to
the obligations of friendship and love.

HARMONY, OrpDER or UNIVERSAL.
A new French rite, which, in 1806, arose
out of a stock company, through which
they hoped to cuiltivate an East Indian
trade. It could not have less than 26
degrees, with military rank up to Marshal
of the Empire.

HARODIM. In 24 Chronicles, m. 18,
it is recorded that Solomon ‘‘set three
score and ten thousand people to be
bearers of burdens, and four score thou-
sand to be hewers in the mountains, and
three thousand six hundred overseers to
set the people at work.” These overseers
were called Harodim, or Princes.

HARODIM, OrpEr or. A Masonic
organization founded in London, in 1787,
by Wm. Preston. Dr. Oliver gives this
explanation of its character and opera-
tions: ¢ The mysteries of this Order are
peculiar to the institution itself; while
the lectures of the Chapter include every
branch of the Masonic system, and repre-
sent the art of Masonry in a finished and
" complete form. Different classes are
established, and particular lectures re-
stricted to each class. 'The lectures are
divided into sections, and the sections
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into clanses. The sections are annually
assigned by the Chief Harod to a certain
number of skillful companions in each
class, who are denominated Sectionists;
and they are empowered to distribute
the clanses of their respective sections,
with the approbation of the Chief Harod
and General Director, among the privato
companions of the Chapter, who are
denominated Clauseholders. Such com-
panions as by assiduity become possessed
of all the sections of the lecture are
called Lecturers; and out of these the
General Director is always chosen."”

HAT. Among the Romans the hat was
a 8ign of freedom. Formerly Masons wore
hats in the Lodge, as a symbol of free-
dom and brotherly equality. In English
and American Lodges it is now exclu-
sively an attribute of the Master's cos-
tume.

HATOHMENT, sometimes called
AcHizvEMENT. In Heraldry, the funeral
escutcheon, placed in front of the house
of the deceased, or elsewhere, setting
forth his rank and circumstances. It is
in the form of a lozenge, and in its cen-
ter are depicted the arms of the deceased,
single or quartered. If the arms are only
those of the dead person, the escutcheon
bordering them is made black; but if
those of survivors, as of a husband or
wife, are also represented, the part bor-
dering the arms of the deceased is made
black, that adjacent to those of the sur-
vivors being white. On the decease of
the last of a family, a death’s head sur-
mounts the shield in place of & crest.

HEAL. An actof a legally constituted
body of Masons by which a person who
has been irregularly admitted to the
mysteries of Freemasonry is made &
lawful Mason. When the person to be
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‘‘healed ” has been initiated into a self-
constituted or false Lodge he can be
healed only by a reinitiation. Members,
however, of schismatic Lodges may be
recognized as legitimate by the action of
a Grand Lodge. There is a difference
between a clandestine (or sham) Lodge
and one that is simply schismatic. The
founders and members of the first are
impostors; the latter are regular Lodges,
but from some cause are not recognized
by the legitimate Masonic authorities.
HEARING. Hearing is that sense by
which we are enabled to distinguish
sounds, and are made capable of all the
peroeptions of harmony and melody,
with all the agreeable charms of music;
by it we are enabled to enjoy the pleas-
ures of society, and reciprocally to com-
municate to each other our thoughts and
intentions, our purposes and desires; and
by means of this sense our reason is ca-
pable of exerting all its power and energy.
HERMANDAD. Brotherhood. This
Spanish society was founded A. ». 1295,
in the cities of Castile and Leon. It
was based on the Masonic principle of
secrecy, having ceremonies of admission,
secret signs of recognition, and secret
places of meeting, where causes were
tried and offenders against justice were
judged and punished. It invested itself
in a garment of mystery, and the blow of
justice fell from its hand surely and
swiftly, like the bolt of lightning. It
sought not only to punish crime, but to
prevent it. It warned every nobleman
who showed a disposition to wrong a
citizen, of the certain destruction that
awaited him if he persisted. Should he
rob or injure a member of the Order, or
a citizen, and refuse to make restitution,
or give security for better conduct in
fature, his cattle, his vineyards and gar-
dens were destroyed. The mysterious
power of this terrible but righteous
brotherhood penetrated every place—
through barred and bolted gates and
armed sentinels—and often dealt its retri-
butions in the royal presence itself. Of
the utility of this Spanish Fraternity
there cannot be a doubt, and its bene-
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ficial effects in those stormy times were
immeasurable. Its ideas were justice,
absolute justice, in the administration of
the laws, and equality in society and
before God..

HERMAPHRODITE. This word is
often used, although improperly, in Ma-~
sonic Lodges; for in the human species
there is no such thing. Among the lower
races such monsters are sometimes found,
though rarely.

HERMETIC MASONRY. The Her-
metio philosophy was introduced into
the Masonic system very early in the 18th
century, and for a time was very popular
with the most distingnished members of
the Order. It even now constitutes the
substance of ope degree, and is taught
in the philosophical and moral Lodges of
the degree of Prince Adepts.

HERODEM. RovaL OrpEm or. Dr.
Oliver claims that this Order was insti-
tuted by Robert Bruce, after the battle
of Bannockburn, which took place on
St. John’s day, 1314. He says: “‘The
Royal Order of H. R. D. M.—Herodem
—had formerly its seat at Kilwinning,
and there is reason to think that it and
St. John’s Masonry were then governed
by the same Grand Lodge. But during
the 16th and 17th centuries Masonry was
at a very low ebb in Scotland, and it was
with the greatest difficulty that St. John’s
Masonry was preserved. The Grand
Chapter of H. R. D. M. resumed its
functions about the middle of the last
century, at Edinburgh; and in order to
preserve a marked distinction between
the Royal Order and Craft Masonry,
which had formed a Grand Lodge there
in 1736, the former confined itself solely
to the two degrees of H. R. D. M. and
R.8.Y.C. S, i. e.,, Herodem and Rosy-
cross.” It is more probable, however,
that Chevalier Ramsay had more to do
with the creation of this Order than
Robert Bruce. This appears to be the
opinion of Ragon. There is no reason
for believing that this Order has ‘any .
connection with that of the Culdees,
notwithstanding that monastic society
once had an establishment at I-colm-kill.

(Continued in No. 8.}
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2:40,—*Trx days follow, but do not
resemble each other,” is the burdenof a
French proverb of common application,
but serving to shew that in the present
state of Masonry, there is a considerable
degree of sameness, one day with an-
other. The transactions of Grand
Lodges, from every part of the country,
the burden of the Masonic press and the
experience of individuals, all tend in the
same direction. All speak of the vast
influx of initiates; all alike dread the
consequences, yet no one seems to have
the courage to stand in the breach and
attempt to stem the tide. We have
never been able to comprehend why
there should be too many Masons, be-
cause we have always supposed that the
object of the society was to gather
under its banners good men of every
country, sect and opinion, and by its
elevating tendencies and restraining in-
fluences, bring about a better state of
society, and raise men from the level on
which we are moving to a higher and
hetter one, preparatory to yet greater
amelioration of the conditions of social
existence; but we can easily see that the
indiscriminate making of Tom, Dick
and Harry, is not the way by which we
shall advance toward the contemplated
objects of the institution. The real
danger then is not in the number made,
but in the fact that the approaches to
our temple have been worn so wide that
tolerably rough specimens get by with
little or no trouble. The sentinels at
the gates look through the wicket and
see a multitnde without clamorous for
admission; they look hastily along the
front to see if they are all square, level,
and plumb, but the mathematical pre-

cision of their glance is disturbed by the
sheen and rustling of many greenbacks,
and in their anxiety to garner the tempt-
ing harvest thus glitteringly displayed,
they loose their grasp on the bolt, and
while they are clatching the dollars the
morally halt and deformed glide into the
outer courts, and thence inte the ady-
tum. We know very well that we are
not saying anything new, but we hold it
to be a duty to keep up the warning cry,
and to repeat what others are every day
saying, that evil must come of the
present method of transacting the busi-
ness of Masonry. The brethren who
have sufficient veneration for the insti-
tution to wish that it may continue to
exist must bave sense enough to know
that the hot house plants we are growing
will not stand the peltings of the storm
when it comes, and come it will some
day or other, as all past experience
proves. Many of the proudest stalks
will wither when the cold blast of ad-
versity blows upon them, and many a
one who is now a Mason becanse it is
fashionable, would forget the very
ground on which we stand if the fickle
breath of popular favor were turned
against ns. This then is what we must do.
Scrutinize the candidates rather than
the dollars. Apply the most rigid tests,
and especially be convinced that the
men admitted have the moral stamina to
withstand the storm as well as to bask
in the sunshine. Bee that they under-
stand that being made a Mason is in one
sense like getting married—for better or
for worse, and that he who will accept
both conditions should not be allowed
admission among us. If we do not
adopt these precautions, the first squall
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that happens will catch us under full
sail, and cast us on our beam ends. Let
us be wise in time.
P

Merrr AckNOWLEDGED—Speaking of
beam ends reminds us that on the last
trip of Capt. Tromas W. FREEMAN, in
the ship Resolute, from Liverpool, he
fell in with the ship Bavaria in a sinking
condition, rescued nearly two hundred
human beings from her, and put himself
and crew on short allowance for the
remainder of the voyage, to enable him
to feed the distressed beings he had saved
from death. Capt. FREEMAN is a mem-
ber of Central Lodge, No. 361, Brooklyn,
and the brethren of that Lodge, on
learning the facts, at once ordered a
gold medal to be struck and presented
to Bro. FREEMAN in commemoration of
the gallantry and humanity displayed by
him. The presentation occurred on the
5th ult,, in the presence of a crowded
Lodge and many distinguished visitors.
The presentation speech by W. Davio
Cavav, Past Master of Central, was neat,
heartfelt and to the point, and the re-
sponse in the modest tone of real merit.
The whole affair reflects the highest
credit on all concerned, and forms an
excellent precedent for future imitation.

—_———————

HonorartuM.—And speaking of pres-
ents reminds us that our friend, R. W.
WiLLax SiNcramr, D. D. G. M. who,
quiet and reserved as he is, has in him
the spirit which actuates good Masons,
was the other day the recipient of a very
beautiful and costly jewel, presented by
the brethren of Perfect Ashlar Lodge,
No. €04, in remembrance of his untiring
zeal and service in founding the Lodge,
and placing it in working order. The
gift was entirely unexpected by Bro.
SINCLAIR, and we are sure he will cherish
it the more that he cannot have failed
to be convinced that it was the offering
of fraternal love and the symbol of an
earnest appreciation of his labors.

Wonder if it will ever be the mode to
embody appreciation of Masonic edito-
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rial labor in some form other than that
used by the printers?
—————eeee

Lovazs U. D.—During the past month
we have attended the meetings of several
of these inchoate bodies, which, however,
will in June assume all the importance
of regularly organized Lodges. Not
being among those who fear the too
rapid extension of the temple doors,
but rather an admirer of the throngs
repairing to its venerable halls, we were
pleased to find that the new candidates for
Masonic privileges were among the trusty
and well-known workers of the Craft.
Several of the new Lodges are presided
over by Past Masters, assisted by officers
who have occupied similar chairs in
other locations—said locations being too
far removed from their present residences
to enable them to occupy them as often
as they wished. In fact, most of the
Lodges U. D. are organized by brothers
too remote from old Masonic associa-
tions, and surrounded by old associates
who are desirous of reviving the same,
and they are scrupulously carefal in the
admission of new material ; consequently
we find full meetings and good work

everywhere.
—_——

‘WALKS IN AND AROUND THE TEMPLE. —
Thoroughly satisfied with the work and
the workmen in the temple, we took a
walk around the ancient edifice, and were
glad to find its principles recognized
and exemplified in various forms. The
lively interest which is being taken to
geoure to the workingman's family, after
his decease or during his sickness, an
amount sufficient to relieve the mind
from immediate anxiety is particularly
noticeable, and highly commendable, for
the fact that this is to be done by the
parties themselves, and in such a man-
ner that all can do it. The docieties
already or about to be organized for the
above object are distinct from the Lodge,
and will have a tendency to restore the
Lodge-room to its true uses and the
revival of Ancient Masonry—a cousum-
mation devoutly to be wighed.
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THE LapIEs oF THE EAsTERN STAR had
a grand time at the reception last month
in Irving Hall. The house was crowded,
the company select, the music delightfal,
and, better than all, the result a hand-
some addition to the Hall and Asylum
Fund.

By the way, it may be encouraging to
the friends of this undertaking of pro-
viding a home, under Masonic auspices,
for the aged, the widow and the fatherless,
to know that the spirit of emulation is
abroad in various parts of the State, and
that wives, mothers and sisters are at
work to increase the fand by their labors
and influence. Mrs. C. F. Parox and
other ladies gave a series of tableaux
at Binghamton, and were generously
seconded by the public. The brethren
at Buffalo, Penn Yan, and Canandaigna
have given concerts and receptions, and
all have met with a kind response by the
public, and have materially increased
the fund by their exertions. This is in
the right spirit, and we have only to keep
the ball rolling to accomplish a great
success, and build the house which shall
be the record monument of our zeal and
devotion.

—_———————e

Drate or Bro. WrLriamsox.—While
we can add nothing to the force of
the many and kindly notices that have
already appeared in connection with the
death of Bro. AMor J. WILLIAMBON, we
desire to add our humble tribute of
respect to his memory. Our relations
with him as proprietor of the *‘New
York Dispatch,” in which, for two years,
we conducted the Masonic department,
were of 8o pleasant a nature that we
shall ever cherish them among the bright
memories of life; and such as was his
treatment of us we know was his gene-
ral demeanor to all with whom he came
in contact. Prominently known as a
politician, he bad, of course, many op-
ponents; but even they will agree that
his opposition was frank and manly,
and in honorable contrast with the petty
manceuverings too often connected with
the name of politician. He was a mem-
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ber of Normal Lodge, No. 523, and
though, from the engrossing nature of
his avocations, not a constant attendant,
still he displayed in his life the fact that
he had knelt at the mystic altar and
imbibed the sacred influence of our
teachings. In common with those who
frequently saw him, we have long known
that the hand of the destroyer was upon
him, and we have marked the gradual
approach of the time when the last
farewell must be said. In common with
them, too, we could have wished that
his last hours might have been spent in
the bosom of his family, and in the
presence of his friends, than whom no
man ever had warmer or more devoted;
but it was otherwise decreed, and there
only remains for us the sad duty of con-
signing his remains to mother earth to
await the final reunion.

We most sincerely condole with his
family and friends in the loss of hus-
band, father, brother, friend. To have
been numbered on his list of friends
was an honor; to mourn his loss, the
strongest impulse of nature; and to
hope for a happier meeting Lereafter,
the truest consolation.

B S —

How 70 B2 HaPPY.—When you rise
in the morning form the resolution to
make the day a happy one to some
fellow-creature. It is easily done; a left-
off-garment to the man who needs it, a
kind word to the sorrowful, an en-
couraging expression to the starving—
trifles in themselves light as air, will do
it at least for twenty-four hours. And
depend upon it, it will tell when you are
old, and if you are old, rest assured it
will send you gently down the stream of
time into eternity. By the most sim-

‘ple arithmetical rule look at the result.

If you send one person happily through
each day, only one, that is 365 in the
course of the year. And supposing you
live only forty years after you commence
that course of medicine, you have made
14,000 beings happy, at all events for a
day.
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THE BATTLE-FIELD.—It is published
to the world upon the very respectable
authority of Prof. Lawson, that in the
deadliest of the fight, at Buena Vista,
near where McKeE, Cray, VauGHAN, and
WiLus fell, a young Kentuckian of the
2d Infantry was struggling with unyield-
ing and manly courage to protect the
Lonor of his flag, and the bright renown
of his gallant State, when, upon a vigor-
ous and overwhelming attack of the
enemy, he found all the brave hearts
that supported him borne down by the
sabres of the Mexicans, and himself cast
to the earth, dangerously wounded,
whilst an hundred bright lances gleamed
above him. In this hopeless situation,
when all his comrades had fallen, and
the chances of the fight had entirely
deserted his cause, he felt justified by
his love of life to appeal to a sign that
is never made to a true Mason without
a response. The sign was scarcely made
before the bravest Mexican of them all
leaped from his saddle, took him to his
embrace, and in a glorious effort to save
his fallen brother, was himself felled to
the earth by his dastardly and ferocious
countrymen, who were ignorant of that
holy tie which thus bound those two
kindred spirits together in the dread
collision of arms, and winged their gal-
lant souls from the gory fields of death
to the bright fields of paradise above.
Locked in each other's arms, they both
yielded up their lives, and thus gave to
the world one more imperishable exam-
ple of the force of those links that unite
the hearts of Masons, in prosperity, in
adversity, and in life, and in death.

—_——

June 24, 1867.—Among the many
celebrations that will take place on the
anniversary of St. Jorx the Baptist, in
all parts of the United States, none will
excel in brilliancy and influence the
dedication of the new Masonic Temple
in Boston. We understand that Presi-
dent JomNsoN, who is a Master Mason,
those of his Cabinet, and of the Senate
and House of Representatives, who are
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Masons, are expected to be present and
unite in the ceremonies. The Grand
Master in his last annual address ex-
presses himself in regard to the temple
in the following language: It is not
surpassed in beauty by any building in
this country, and while it attracts the
attention, and excites the admiration of
all who pass it, the members of our
Order have especial pleasure in its pecu-
liar features, and look forward with much
interest to its completion, and with
satisfaction that the time is near at hand
when the Grand Lodge can enter upon
the possession and enjoyment of their
own apartments.”

—_—e—————

‘WeerLY MasoNIo PAPERS are the preva-
lent fashion which it is to be apprehended
will, like all other fashions, only last for
a time. The National Freemason, the
pioneer in this style of Masonic litera-
ture, has been followed by the * Weekly
Review,” Cincinnati; the ‘“Weekly Re-
view,” Baltimore, and, we believe, one
or two others, which we have not seen.
If all Masons were fond of reading there
would be room for them all; as it is,
some of them will turn up missing when
the tide changes.

——— e

Muasters or Lobaxs who find it diffi-
cult to keep up the interest of their
members in Lodge meetings without a
ceaseless succession of work, may find
a suggestion in the story of the parson
who was taking one of his parishioners
to task for falling asleep dnring sermon
time, and advised him to take a pinch of
snuff occasionally to help keep himself
awake. How would it be, quietly re-
sponded the parishioner, if you were to
put a little snuff inlo your sermons!

———— e

Notice.—Agents for the Ecrrcric are
furnished with printed receipts, on
colored paper, having the stamp of the
Masonic Publishing and Manufacturing
Co. on the front, and the signature of J.
L. Warre, General Agent, on the back.



THE

MASONIC ECLECTIC:

GLEANINGS

Srom the Harvest Lield of Busonic Biterature.

VOL. IIL MAY, 1867. No. 6.

MODERN IMPROVEMENTS.

BY THE EDITOR.

Awoxe the vast numbers now making up the aggregate of the
Masonic Fraternity there are few, we trust, who would not resent
the proposal to modernize our “Ancient and Honorable Society;”
few who, following the instructions given them at their initiation,
do not esteem it a matter of just pride to belong to an institution
thé foundation of which dates so far back that the “memory of man
runneth not to the contrary.” The stress of our teaching through
reports, addresses and ceremony is always and ever to maintain
intact the Ancient Landmarks, without, it must be confessed, any
very clear perception on the part of many, who iterate and reiterate
the cry, of what those landmarks are.

One would suppose that with all this lip service at the altar of
Antiquity there ought to be a corresponding degree of practical
observance, and that in all things we should have the words, forms
and proceedings of Masonry the same now as they were—say one
hundred and fifty years ago. Every reading Mason knows, however,
that such is not the case, and that we are constantly shooting off
from the circumference and performing sundry gyrations which we
fondly presume to be improvements on the grim old practices of
the fathers, much as we seek to improve in our modern tenements
on the quaint old gable ends of our Dutch ancestors. It may be
true that the square-built house of 1867 is a vast improvement on
the old peeked roof of Perer Sruvvesanr and his peers; but our
modern houses are not Dutch houses by a long chalk, nor would the

9
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spectator, looking at a row of brown-stone fronts, be enabled to
form a very accurate idea of how the row would look if, instead of
the present style, it were built in that prevailing a century ago. In
this case, however, the change is necessary and justifiable; because,
a8 a community, we have no sympathy with the past, nothing to
bind us to the observance of its traditions, and everything, on the
other hand, to lead us to forget them and to put in their places the
idens and the acts of the day in which we live. With Masonry the
case is very different; its leading idea, as we have already remarked,
is to keep intact the old forms and doctrines; doctrines which are
at the very foundation of all truth, and to change which would be
to change the whole moral superstructure erected upon them. The
forms of imparting a knowledge of these truths belong to us as an
exclusive appanage, and we can neither part with it by foree or
good will; as it came to us, so must we maintain it, and so too must
we hand it down to our successors. Among us it is held as an in-
controvertible axiom, admitting in fact of no argument, that, “ No
man or body of men can rightfully make innovations in the body
of Masonry.” The idea is, in short, that the old forms, the old
ceremonies, the old landmarks, the old words are to be maintained
in 1867 what they were in 1667 or any other anterior period. But we
take it out in theory; the practice is quite different. Thus, when a
Grand Lodge desires to enact some regulation which upon exam-
ination is found to be in opposition to some established landmark,
the Grand Lodge forthwith resolves that the landmark isno land-
mark, and then they pull it up and throw it away, and leave them-
selves a clear field for modern improvement.
~ The Grand Lodge of England has twice practiced this method
of improvement, and the probabilities are that in the course of time
ancient craft Masonry will become extinct in that tight little island.
The Grand Orient of France, although indebted to England for
its Masonic existence, now pays no attention whatever to the old
charges and regulations, and makes its laws in accord with the
philosophical notions of that people. So far as France is concerned,
there are no landmarks at all. Among the Grand Lodges of this
country, some revere the ancient charges as published in the
Anderson Constitution; some those of later and * improved”
editions ; and some, on the ground of never having formally
adopted them, refuse to be bound by any charges. From which it
will be seen that notwithstanding our much profession to the con-
trary, the barrier between the stage-coach and the locomotive is far
from impregnable.

~
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The ritual has always afforded and still affords a fine opportunity
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the case secundem artem, and fight it through. The rules of evi-
dence as practiced in our courts are constantly brought into play,
and all the subtleties and technicalities of the civil law are brought
to bear, to the great satisfaction of escaping delinquents and the
utter confusion of the non-professional, who look upon the learned
counsel as did Gorpsurre’s villagers upon their schoolmaster, and
wonder ‘
*How one small head could carry all he knew.”

Under the guidance of these towering intellects, men of means now
snap their fingers at the idea of discipline, and sin without fear or
favor, because of their reliance upon the ability of counsel to carry
them through. We could cite more than one case’ within our
knowledge where an offense has been fully established by incontro-
vertible proof and where the brethren, guided only by common
sense, it is true, have awarded suitable punishment, which on ap-
peal has been entirely set aside on the merest and baldest of tech-
nicalities—a mere legal quibble in the very face and eyes of justice
and common sense.

Fortunately for Masonry the brethren of the legal persuasion do
not yet predominate, and the friends of old-fashioned things have
occasionally the gratification of seeing the mass, when assembled in
_ Grand Lodge, swayed by a controlling sense of right, rise in their
might and sweep out of sight the whole structure of chicanery and
quibble, requiring months of labor for its preparation, but bearing
on its face the evidence of intent to thwart reason and justice. We
admit that there must be some rule to govern us, and that the name
and fame of a brother on trial ought to be guarded with care; but
we do not admit that there is any necessity on that account for lug-
ging in Coke and Lrrri,erdn by the head and shoulders, and making
an inquest into the fact that Brother Joxes is an habitual drunkard
the excuse for a display of legal tactics sufficient to carry a chancery
suit. In such a case, what we desire to know is, whether it be a
fact that Jones makes a common practice of drinking himself drunk
or not, but put the case into the hands of a lawyer, and he will first
challenge the right of inquiry into a man’s personal habits; then the
right of the appointing power; then the capability of the brethren
appointed to act as a jury; then the rules of evidence are brought
into play, and the right to impeach a witness is frequently claimed.
If all these fail in preventing a conviction, and justice at last lets
fall the sword, an appeal is taken on some technicality-known to the
profession, and before we are clear as to what it is all about, the
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appeal is sanctioned and the whole proceeding quashed—not, mind
you, because JoNes is not an habitual drunkard—not that there is
any lack of proof to the fact, but because in the course of the trial
some technical observance has been overlooked, and an admitted
delinquent must therefore go free. The converse of this proposi-
tion holds equally good, for the same machinery which shields the
guilty from punishment .can, by reversing its wheels, be organized
to convict, and thus the administration of Masonic justice is made
a farce.

‘We object to improving Masonry at all, but especially in the ways
we have briefly pointed out. We hold, on the contrary, that it
should be our endeavor to stand on the old ways, and with all our
powers to resist the introduction of modern improvements.

Orper oF THE Parraprom.—The date of the origin of this society
is unknown. It first appeared at Douay, France. Its ritual and
statutes are ascribed to Fenelon; the rules admitted both sexes to
membership; its professed objects were spiritual and moral im-
provement. The male members were called the *“ Companions of
Ulysses,” and the female the “Sisters of Penelope.” The seal of
the Order was a heart, crowned with flowers, upon an altar, orna-
mented with a garland, with a branch of laurel at.the right, and
another of palm, at the left. Upon the heart was the inscription:
« Je sais atmer,” I know how to love. This device and the intimacy
which prevailed between the Companions of Ulysses and the Sisters
of Penelope indicate with sufficient plainness the certain end and
principal object of the Order of the Palladium. Its existence was
of short duration.

Sme Decrers.—Certain degrees having no real connection with
Freemasonry, invented by enthusiastic brethren, are thus des-
ignated. Some of them are conferred for their supposed utility,
and others for the harmless amusement they afford. The degree
of Secret Monitor belongs to the first class, and that of the Knight
of Constantinople to the second.

Siener.—A sign, token, or seal. Formerly, rulers had seals or
signets with which they invested their ministers, as signs that they
acted by royal authority. The signet of King Solomon, or rather
of Hiram, known among Masons, is said to have been a token of
friendship which the King of Tyre sent to the Hebrew monarch.



THE OUTWARD APPEARANCE OF MASONS.

Taere is much to criticise in the appearance of Freemasons in
many of their public appearances at corner-stones, dedications, and
funerals—much that is so far from winning a good impression from
bystanders, that it has the contrary effect. If the saying of a well-
known Masonic writer, “ One funeral service, well performed, pro-
duces a dozen applications at the door of the Lodge,” so it may
be justly said that our careless display of the Lodge will retard its
advancement by at least that increment.

We have somewhere read in a foreign paper that when a Lodge
was about to throw open its doors and go in procession publicly to
a church, the Worshipful Master thus anxiously and fraternally ad-
dressed them:

“As we are now about to expose to the external world who are
not Masons the ornaments, furniture, and jewels which illustrate
our ancient Order and distinguish our respective ranks, it behoves
us to remember that our demeanor, while doing so, ought to corre-
spond with the moral lessons we are taught to draw from them in
the Lodge. Unseemly levity or loose behavior on our part, viewed
in connection with those signs and symbols, will naturally suggest
feelings of ridicule for us and them to the minds of those who are
ignorant of their hidden significance; whereas, by a dignified and
upright carriage, we can visibly reflect in our own conduct the wis-
dom and beauty of our emblems. You, brethren, have all of you
hitherto evinced so practical a regard for the Craft as to convince
me that you will not now peril its good report before the unen-
lightened. In going forth and returning, let us walk as good men
and true Masons—our bodies being the emblems of the uprightness
of our minds as our feet of the rectitude of our actions.”

This advice was timely and good, nor can we doubt that the
result was to impress solemnly upon the minds of his hearers the
importance of a dignified behavior in public. That procession was
doubtless an orderly one, and many a boy and youth may, in a
future day, date back his connection with Freemasonry to the favor-
able opinion it gave him.

Compare this orderly and gentlemanly method, so appropriate in
a system like Freemasonry, to the practice too prevalent among our
Lodges, of lettlng the members of the procession be each “a law
unto himself.” Shall we describe what we have more than once
seen even in a funeral cortege of Masons: The officer of the day
smoking a cigar and talking leisurely with some brbther in the pro-
cession—talking, too, not of the loss the Craft and the community
have sustained in the death of the good man in his coffin in the
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rear, but of some of theordinary topics of the day; the members
sauntering in every form of disorder, by twos and by threes, at ir-
regular distances, some smoking, some talking; some—shame to
relate it—laughing loudly; the Tiler leading anything but a due
line in the van; the Worshipful Master, with some gossiping friend
by his side, forgetful of every propriety of the place and the occa-
sion, bringing up the rear. Shall we mention other acts of disorder
and unmasonic conduct connected with an affair of this kind? No.
The story is too humiliating.

But can any one suppose that a public exhibition of this kind will
reflect any credit upon the Masonic institution ? will win public
favor ? will allure good men to attach themselves to the Society, or
good women to train their boys up as its friends and advocates ? or
gratify the hearts of stricken mourners yearning for sympathy, and
keenly sensitive to whatever appears as a slight? It were absurd
to suppose it.

How well the writer can recall the first appearance of a Masonic
procession that ever greeted his eyes! The Tiler, a venerable, sober
man, thoroughly experienced in his peculiar duties, his sword rest-
ing on his shoulder, his head thrown back, his countenance solemn;
his eyes cast far forward, as if looking for the grave to which he
was marching. The brethren in perfect order, two and two;
their aprons snow white; their evergreens symmetrically disposed
upon their coat fronts—silent, solemn, keeping good step. The
officer of the day vigilant, active, rectifying any little irregularities
in an undertone. As we stood by the side of the way and scanned
the entire procession as it passed, the comparison was irresistibly
pressed upon our mind of that other funeral procession, which,
issuing from the gates of Nain, passed under the inspection of the
Sox of Max, and so attracted his gaze that he caused it to halt, and
by his Omnipotent power changed it from a funeral to a festive occa-
sion! It is more than likely that the sight of that first Masonic
procession that ever came under our observation won our favor to
the institution, which gave it faith; but certain we are, we have seen
many since whose effect upon our mind would have been the very
reverse |

‘What we have said of Funeral and Festive appearances of Free-
masons, collectively considered, is applicable to the out-door exhib-
itions of the Craft in their individual capacities. The whole Society
suffers in the disgraceful conduct of any one. A Mason publicly
drunk is the whole fraternity drunk; a Mason publicly profane is
the whole fraternity cursing the Goo who made them, and whose
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Word form so important a part of their emblems. It is well said in
the Installation Service of the Worshipful Master that he should
charge the members of his Lodge to practice out of the Lodge those
virtues which are inculcated in #. It is childish folly or servile im-
becility to pretend to a discriminating world that the institution is
good if its members are bad. For what is a society but its member-
ship? The society is only the name of its aggregated members.

It may easily be seen why, in the first organization of a Lodge,
the outward show of the membership makes a more favorable
impression upon the public than in subsequent years. It is because
at the outset the members are more particular in their choice
of materials. In time they become careless and indifferent, and
the body itself becomes corrupted, at least in the public estimation,
by the admission of members of a different class from the worthies
who founded the Lodge. The writer can point to Lodges that are
not only a discredit to the name they claim, Masonic, but are con-
sidered an injury to the moral and religious interests of the place
in which they are established. Is not this a terrible thing to
contemplate?

Let us always “put our best foot foremost” when we appear
in public, either as individuals or in our associated capacity; and
if we have any spots upon our Masonic face, let us veil them from
the public gaze, that “the outward appearance of Masonry” may not
suffer in our persons.

TarorocicaL Virrues.—Faith, Hope and Charity are thus named,
and are said to constitute the chief rounds of the Masonic lad-
der, by the aid of which the good Mason expects at last to
ascend to the perfect Lodge above. These virtues are enforced in
various parts of the rituals, and enlarged upon in the first lecture
of Craft Masonry. The great duties of man to God, his neighbor
and himself, are the precepts most strongly enforced; hence the
points to direct the steps of the aspirant to higher honors are
Faith, Hope and Charity.

Prrican.—It was formerly believed that this bird, when food counld
not be found, would sacrifice itself to its young and nourish them
with its own blood. Hence the Pelican nourishing its young
ones with its blood has often been used by various societies as a
symbol of self-sacrificing benevolence. Ragon says that in the
hieroglyphic language the Eagle signified a wise, and the Pelican a
benevolent, man, and therefore' concludes that the Eagle and
Pelican of the Rose Croix degrees symbolize perfect Wisdom and
perfect Love.



PRINCIPLES, NOT FORMS, THE TRUE LANDMARKS
OF MASONRY.

BY BROTHER JACOB NORTON.

Tree discussion in Masonic journals in relation to the question
of Johannite, or sectarian in Masonry, has thus far acoomplished at
least one good result, viz: diffusion of Masonic information. The
_readers of the EcLeorioc must have been surprised to learn from the
articles reprinted from the “Acacia,” that the Saints Joun were in-
troduced as “parallels” and “ patrons” as late as the middle of the
last century. To prove still further that the legends about the
Saints Jonn are spurious; that they were unknown to the fraternity
in olden time, let the reader examine Harriwzrr's Poem, written
about the close of the fourteenth century, and the Constitution
of Strasburg, 1459, in Sremverenner’s History of Masonry. In both
he will find mentioned the “Trinity,” “ Mother Mary,” and the
“four holy crowned martyrs,” but no allusion whatever to the
Saints Jomx. Again, examine the first Masonic book ever printed,
viz: Axperson’s ¢ Constitution and History of Masonry,” 1723 Ax-
pErsoN had every opportunity of learning all the tradition then
known among Masons; he was put in possession of all the docu-
ments that were preserved in the Masonic archives; he gave a
detailed account of all the successive Grand Masters from Apam
down to his own time; he informed us of the names of Deputies and
‘Wardens, of Grand Masters Moses and Jossua; that Rabbins
Hiirer and Saammar were the Grand Wardens of G. M. Herop (the
great), but utterly ignored the Saints Jomx, either as Grand Mas-
ters, patrons, or even as Masons. In 1756 the “ Ahiman Rezon,”
or the Constitution of the rival Grand Lodges, was printed ; Deg-
MmortT, the author, doubtless had access to the archives of the York
Masons. Their traditions and legends could not have been un-
known to him; but he also appears to have known nothing about
the Masonry of the Saints. Hurcminson, Caroort, PrEsTON, and Dr.
AsnE, who are the most prominent Masonic writers of the second
half of the last century, were also unacquainted with the Masonic
St. Jonx’s legend.

The reader will further be surprised to learn, that not only the
Saints Joun are of a very modern origin, but that nearly the whole
of our ceremonies and lectures date from the revival of Masonry,
viz: 1717. At that period, the Bible did not form one of the three
Great Lights; there were no “parallel lines,” no Saints Jomx, no
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theological ladder, nor three pillars, or Sabbath in the work and lec-
tures of the Lodge. The first catechetical form ever introduced into
the Lodge was by AnpErsoN and Desacaviers in 1720. This form
was adopted because it was considered to be more useful in assist-
ing the memory. The questions and answers, says Dr. OLIvER,
“were short. In the first degree the lecture was longest; the second
it was shorter, and to the third degree there were only seven ques-
tions.” The Point within the Circle was simply alladed to as a
geometrical figure. It was soon found that brethren got tired
of hearing the same thing over and over again. In 1732 MarTix
CrLagE revised the lectures. He introduced quotations from the Old
and New Testament; alluded to the human senses, and made the
theological ladder, with rounds innumerable. About twenty years
later, Taomas DunckerLEY next tinkered the ritual. He introduced
the *parallel lines,” the Saints Jonxn, added many types of Carisr,
and adorned the ladder with the “three most important rounds.”
In 1763, WiLLiam Hurcsmsox next undertook to improve the work.
He claims the third degree as exclusively Christian, introduced the
“three G. Pillars,” the *“ four cardinal virtues,” and gave to the star
its Christian significance.

‘We have thus far seen that all the lecture-makers and improvers
have departed more and more from the ancient charges of the fra-
ternity, which enjoined universality, requiring each brother to keep
his particular theological opinions to himself, and not to intrude
them in presence of the brotherhood—each of the above-named
striving more and more to Christianize the institution. Prestox
was the first that conceived the true spirit of Masonry, and endeav-
ored to reform the work of the Lodge. In 1772 he revised the
Lectures. In his “Illustrations” the Saints Jom~ are not alluded
to, and the Prayers are purely Masonic. These Lectures continned
in vogue until the union of the two Grand Lodges in England in
1813. When the Rev. Dr. SamuerL Heaming, in conjunction with
others, produced what is known in England as the “ Union Work,”
or Lectures, since then the names of the saints are not alluded to,
either as patrons or parallels, nor are the Saint Jomns’ days ob-
served as festivals. “The M. W. G. Lodge of England,” says Bro.
Meries, “was the first to adopt the patronage, etc., of the Saint
Jonns, and has been the first to discard it.” ¢ The Presrox Lec-
tures” (says a writer in the “Masonic Monthly,” vol. 1, page 20),
“were communicated to THomas Smith WEBB in the latter part
of the last century.” According to WEse's testimony, he made but
little change in his first edition of his “ Freemason’s Monitor,” pub-
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lished 1797. In that edition Wess dedicates to Masonry in the
name of the Grear JEHOVAR, netther i8 there any allusion to the Saints
Joux in any way. In the first edition of the Constitution, published
by the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, 1792, mentions only consti-
tuting and consecrating Lodges, and nothing about dedicating.
The first word we find in relation to the matter is contained in the
Massachusetts Constitution, published in 1798, and then they
dedicated to only one Saint Jorn. WEesB, in 1805, adopted the Mas-
sachusetts formula. In 1816 he (WesB) dedicates three times:
first, in the name of the Grear JemOVAH, to Masonry; second, in the
name of the Holy Saint Jor~ to virtue; and third, in the name
of the whole Fraternity, to Universal Benevolence. In 1843 a con-
vention was held of representativés of all the Grand Lodges in the
United States in Baltimore or Washington for the purpose of estab-
lishing uniformity throughout the United States, and some com-
promise was effected for that purpose; but in 1848 Massachusetts
resolved to return to her own system, when a discussion took place
in the Grand Lodge, among the old lecturers, as to their “ancient
landmarks;” some believed that Saint Jomx (our saint) was the
proper expression; others asserted Saint Jomns, the most proper;
and a third party gave the dictum that Saints Jorx was the ortho-
dox mode, and it was adopted accordingly. The question here
naturally suggests itself, Whence originated the fiction that the
Saints Jorx were Masons? that it is a fiction, no rational man will
undertake to dispute; but how did their names become connected
with Masonry? The reader has noticed that the ‘point within a
circle,” which Anperson alluded.to almost parenthetically, when in
describing the point, line, superfices, and solids, how this slight idea
has become amplified, and what a theological superstructure has
been raised upon that slight foundation, we may reasonably infer
that the casual introduction of the name of Saint Jony, in connection
with a society of Masons of a former period, and the observance
of the Saints Jomn days as festivals by the Fraternity in England
during the middle ages, these two incidents were seized by the
pious lecture-makers; the legend was invented, the religious Chris-
tians welcomed and gladly adopted it, and neophytes of course
believed; and these two points have since formed the main argu-
ments of the Johannite advocates. It is not, however, difficult to
trace the causes why in two or three instances certain Lodges
of Masons were known by the appellation of “St. Jomns’ Breth-
ren,” nor the reason why the Masons in England observed the Saint
Jonxs' days. First: It is very natural when a body of working-men
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were employed for years in erecting a church that was to be dedi-
cated to St. Jonn, that they should assume that name and retain it.
For several reasons, there must have been more churches dedicated
to a St. Jomy, in the middle ages, than to any other saint. Accord-
ing to ANDERsoN, the first church built by the Fraternity in Europe,
was St. Joan’s Church at Pisa. In Scotland, also, the first church
built by Freemasons was dedicated to St. Jorn. The Knights of St.
Jorx doubtless employed the fraternity in erecting their churches,
most of which bore the name of their patron saint.

Dr. Oriver says that the Kilwinning Lodge (Scotland) is said to
have retained the name of “ St. Joun’s Brethren” on account of hav-
ing built a church at Kelso, dedicated to that saint. And secondly,
the stress laid by Dr. Oriver and others on the observance of St.
Jonn’s days prior to 1717, can, I believe, also be explained by an ac-
quaintance with the manners and customs of the English people
during the middle ages. It will be seen that the Saints Jorns’ days
was not a festival peculiar to Masons, but was observed during
Catholic supremacy by all the guilds at their festivals.

In Hone’s “Year Book,” page 985, says a writer, “ St. Joun the
Baptist’s day was a high day with the Catholics in the middle
ages, and on it their guilds appeared with unusual splendor.”
Crargson, in his history of Richmond, in Yorkshire, says: « they”
(the guilds) used to make solemn procession through the town on
St. Jorx’s day with the portable shrines of St. Jomw, and torches
lighted, bearing the host in a tabernacle, with banners and colors
flying, and masses, dirges, etc., were said for the prosperity of the
brethren and sisters ; they also collected money for the poor breth-
ren and sisters,” ete.

It will readily be perceived that the writer speaks of gutlds, which
includes all the trade societies then in existence. I may here men-
tion that that custom must have extended all over England, as in
London the sheriffs are still chosen annually by the “ Livery,” or
the members of their guilds, on Midsummer’s day, June 24th ; that
day is also termed “ quarter’s day” for the colleotion of rents and
taxes, etc.

Now as the Freemasons were never numbered among the guilds
in England, it is evident that they must have borrowed the custom
of meeting on the 24th of June, because that day was the adopted
day of all other trades, and when it was found necessary by them to
hold quarterly meetings, they incidentally adopted for their midwin-
ter's quarterly meeting, the Evangelist’s day. In Scotland, ever
since the formation of their Grand Lodges (1736), their festivals
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were held on St. Axorew’s day; and as already stated, since 1813
the English Grand Lodge hold their annual festival on Wednesday
next following St. Georee’s day. I have shown that the legend
of the Grandmastership of the St. Jorns are neither true nor an-
ctent; the fable, etc., were introduced ‘for the purpose of Christian-
izing the Institution. That our conduct is inconsistent with
Masonic doctrines, no honest man can deny; the universality of the
dedication to the saints can no longer be pleaded, as England has
discarded the practice. Why, I ask, should Masons in America be
unjust, untruthful, and outrageously inconsistent, while in England
it is maintained in accordance with the principles of Justice, Truth,
and Consistency ?

IN DEO NOS CONFIDIMUS.

[Inscribed as a motto on a banner presented by Sisters of the American
Adoptive Rite to a Masonic Lodge.]

BY ANNA CLOUSTON ARNOLD.

Ix Deo Nos Confidimus !
‘What glorious words are these ?
Spread them where’et the earth extends,
And bear them o’er theggeas ;
Upon our Banner’s silken folds—
The joy of age and youth—
Aye, let them shine—the sacred base
Of Charity and Truth.

Take, Brothers, take this oriflamme;
Wave it your heads above;

It summons all, of every name,
To works of peace and love.

In heaven’s pure air free let it stream,
Nor ever more be furled,

Till Virtue, Joy, and Friendship beam
Victorious on the world.

Musoxio Useruryess. Important as are the forms and the ceremo-
nies of the Order, it is to the practice of the sound principles of
morality that are inculcated in. every step of the Mason’s progress,
that it 1s indebted for its usefulness. e practice of these princi-
ples in public and private life, in the Lodge and out of it, is that
which is to distinguish the Brethren of this ancient and honorable
Order from every other.




LADIES AND FREEMASONRY.

BY ANNA CLOUSTON ARNOLD.

In this age of the world, when there is such a clamoring for
equal rights and privileges, we know no reason why ladies, whose
near relatives are Masons, should not receive some recognition from
the Order, and be attached thereto by Masonic forms, which would
enable them to prove their Masonic connection among strangers.
It is well said, that the regular Masonic degrees are not adapted to
females, inasmuch as they deal entirely with masculine employ-
ments. We do not, therefore, complain of being excluded from
these rites; we should be out of place there. But a mystic circle,
strictly Masonic, s possible by which ladies can become regular
Masons.

The Freemasons of France long ago discovered their duty in this
respect, and Adoptive Masonry is recognized as regular by the high-
est Masonic authority in the Empire.

The Lady Masons of France exercise a very salutary influence in
the country, and are among the most distinguished, virtuous, and
intelligent defenders of the Order.

We have the American Adoptive Rite, or the “Order of the
Eastern Star,” which umt.es ladies to the Fraternity, and is calcu-
lated to do much good. *The writér of this article has been a mem-
ber of this Order over ten years, and has reason to bless the day
when she first saw the “ Star in the East.” She advises all ladies who
are entitled to these degrees to seek admission into the Order, and
then employ all possible, gentle influences to move their husbands,
brothers, or fathers to urge the Grand Lodges to which they belong
to recognize the Order, and give it a legal existence. The “ Order
of the Eastern Star,” however, is so full of intrinsic excellence, that
it will work its way through the United States without such a rec-
ognition. The number of Lady Masons is even now large, and we
hope the friends of the American Adoptive Rite will spare no pains
to propagate it extensively, and it will not be long before the idea
will be obsolete that a lady cannot be a Mason because she “ cannot
keep a secret,” nor before some Grand Lodges, at least, will recog-
nize the Order of the Eastern Star as a regular Masonic Institution.

This article is intended chiefly for ladies, whom we advise not to
let their husbands, etec., ete., rest until they have made themselves
acquainted with the Order and secured the admission of their
wives,* etc., etc., to it in the usual form.

¢ Wives, widows, sisters, and daughters of Master Masons in good stand.lng are
eligible to membership.
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The “Manual of the Eastern Star,” which contains an explana-
tion of the symbolism of, and of the virtues inculcated by, the de-
grees, is a beautiful book, which every lady will find interesting and
profitable to study. ’

The signs, symbols, and decorations of the Order have, besides
their obvious utility as means of recognition, an instructive charac-
ter, and are eloquent with sublime and holy meanings. They lead
the mind into a pure, moral atmosphere, and make it constantly
active with sacred thoughts.

We are aware that some Freemasons are opposed to allowing
ladies to participate, in any form or degree, in Masonic labors or
fellowship. They admit that the wives, daughters, and sisters of
Freemasons are entitled to Masonic sympathy and assistance, but
consider that brothers are already bound by their obligations to
render to them whatever aid their circumstances may require.
True, Masons are thus boufid; but how will they know that the
females who are applicants for Masonic aid, when at a distance from
home, and among strangers, are not impostors ? The wife, sister, or
daughter of a Mason may be so situated as to be subjected to the
severest trials for the want of some means of proving that she has
claims upon the Brotherhood everywhere. Now these needed and
much-desired proofs are furnished by the American Adoptive Rite.
The Order of the Eastern Star opens a Masonic Temple to ladies
who are eligible, where they can fly for refuge. The intelligent sister
of the Order always possesses the means of proving her Masonic
character. By her pass-words and language of signs she can at the
same time appeal for assistance, and show that she is entitled to
receive it.

The utility of Adoptive Masonry is so obvious, and the necessity
of something of the kind so apparent, we cannot believe that any
objection can seriously be urged against it.

Lodges of Adoption, we think, might be organized with great ad-
vantage to the Fraternity. It certainly will not harm Freemasons
of the masculine gender to share some Masonic labors and duties
with those of the feminine. On the contrary, we believe that the
general recognition and practice of the rite of the Eastern Star
would give to the Masonic Brotherhood in the United States new
elements of life and an energy and capability of good far greater
than the most ardent Mason has ever yet dreamed of. With its
Order of female Masons—true sisters of a real charity—it could
penetrate farther into the realms of suffering and achieve trinmphs
of benevolence hitherto unknown.
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“Ler me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be
like his,” was the selfish ejaculation of one who “loved the wages
of unrighteousness.” It is vastly nobler to live the life of the right-
eous, leaving one’s fate in the hand of Gon.

A vail is interposed between the present and the future, between
. our labors and their rewards, throngh which the keenest vision
cannot clearly discern what is beyond. This, like all other dispo-
sitions which concern man’s welfare, has a profound significance.
It is as if our master should say.to us: “ Attend diligently to the
work of the present, which lies clearly in view npon the moral
trestle-board ; perform the duties and endure the trials that are
appointed to you, and be not concerned about your wages; I will
attend to that.” If a man could have enough faith in Gop to rely
with undoubting confidence upon this divine assurance, with what
cheerful alacrity would he not address himself to the obvious duties
of every-day life, with what unshrinking fortitude would he endure
“ hardness,” and with what courage he would encounter and combat
obstacles and opposition! No dark forebodings would disturb his
serenity, no adversities would daunt him, and no selfish solicitude
about his own personal welfare would disquiet him. Duty, per-
formed with alacrity, would bring sweet peace into his soul. When
each day’s work was done, he would hear the hail of a spirit-voice,
calling from labor to refreshment, and saying to him: “ Go thy
way; eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a cheerful
heart, for Gop now accepteth thy work.”

‘Who shall dare affirm that acts which are prompted by hope of
reward or fear of punishment have in them any ingredient of moral
virtue? It is & proverb that “he gives twice who gives freely,” and
we are assured that ““ Gop loveth a cheerful giver.” The heart that
is aglow with the perfect love which * casteth out fear” gives
without stint, withholding nothing; not for reward, but from its
own irrepressible promptings; and its reward, for which it has not
bargained, is likewise given in unmeasured abundance. One who
is unspiritual does not understand the exhortation to unceasing
prayer and devotion; he says to himself, “how can a man be
always on his knees?” not understanding that prayer consists, not
in the prostration of the body, but in the submission of the soul to
Gonb; nor how it is possible that a man should have within his own
breast a sbrine, from which as from an altar, holy desires may
constantly ascend, like incense; which would make his life a con-
" tinual prayer, ever offered and ever answered.
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Wise Jury. At the Kent assizes, Joun Rouvem was indicted for
stealing sixty pounds’ weight of lead, value six shillings, fixed to a
church at Swanscombe. The prisoner was arrested with the lead
on his back, and it was found to correspond with the part whence
it was taken. He admitted to the constable that he had stolen it.
The jury returned a verdict of “Not guilty!” which appeared to
surprise the prisoner as well as everybody else in court. The
learned judge said—* Not guilty, gentlemen ?” One of the jury—
“The prisoner was not seen to steal it—it was only found upon
him.” His lordship—* Why, gentlemen, he acknowledged it!” His
lordship, addressing the prisoner—* Prisoner, the jury must think
you a very bad fellow, for they won’t believe you.

Love oF Countrr. As ABERNETHY said the parks of London were
its lungs, so our mountains, forests, and moor-lands are the lungs
of the whole country. It isthere we drinkin from all things around
us a new life, a new feeling, full of the benevolent calm' which is
shed by its Creator over the world. Scorr said he must sce the
heather at least once a year, or he should die. Crappe mounted his
horse in a passion of desire which could no longer be resisted, and
rode fifty miles to see the sea; and more or less of this feeling lies
in every bosom that is not totally dead to the true objects of life.

Ormites. An Egyptian Gnostic brotherhood, sometimes called
“ Brothers of the Serpent,” because the serpent was an important
symbol in their mysteries. It made its appearance in the second
century, and held, in common with the Valentinians, the doctrines
of the two principles, of eons and of the theogony therewith con-
nected. They were peculiar by the reverence in which they held
the serpent, a living one being employed in their ceremonies. It
was an emblem of wisdom—sophia—and not, as in other systems, a
symbol of evil.

A Strone ArgUMENT. The late Dr. Mason once said to an infidel
who was scoffing at Christianity, because of the misconduct of its
professors, “ Did you ever know an uproar to be made because an
infidel went astray from the path of morality?” The infidel admit-
ted that he did not. “Then don’t you see (said Dr. Mason), that,
by expecting the professors of Christianity to be holy, you admit it
to be a holy religion, and thus pay it the highest compliment in
your power?”’ The young man was silent.

Ax orator, holding forth in favor of women, concluded thus, “Oh,

my hearers, depend upon it nothing beats a good wife.” “I beg your
pardon,” replied one of his auditors, “a bad husband does.”
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Max, being of two natures, the animal and the spiritual, has two predi-

lections; one to live the life of an animal, and the other to live the life of a
spiritual being. While we keep these distinctions clearly in view, we shall
find it comparatively easy to discriminate the quality of moral virtue, and
to determine the line of rectitude in human conduct.
" We do not actually, and in perfection, live merely as animals or as
spiritual beings; nor are we capable of so doing. One or the other of our
two natures is in the ascendant, and in some degree subordinates the other
to its sway; yet sometimes the subject nature revolts against the reigning
power, and, snatching the scepter of dominion from its grasp, reigns in its
stead; or, if not successful in accomplishing a complete revolution, inter-
poses hindrances to the execution of the designs of the sovereign of the
mind, which render their perfect accomplishment impracticable.

In a character determined by the predominance of those faculties which
man possesses in common with other animals, may be manifested many
amiable dispositions and graces. In personal beanty and dignity man is
superior to other animals, and in most respects in which he resembles, he
is capable of excelling them; he may be more courageous than the lion,
fiercer than the tiger, more crafty than the fox, more faithful than the dog,
and more graceful than the fawn; his affections may be stronger, his sen-
gibilities more tender, and his delicateness more exquisite than those of
other animals, yet in all these respects he may excel only as an animal, and
in these excellencies there may not be any quality of moral virtue. We
often see persons of whom we are tempted to remark, that they are admi-
rable animals, while we discover in them few or only slight manifestations
of any qualities superior to the superlative of animality. Many animals
are models of fidelity and of constancy in affection; many are graceful in
form and gesture, or noble in aspect, and even dignified in deportment.
Some are habitually courageous, and others are equally so when their
affections are alarmed; even the timid hen will defend her brood at the
risk of life as valiantly as the she-bear or the tigress. Animals in seasons
of plenty lay up hoards which serve to supply their wants in times of
scarcity, and display sagacity and skill in their provident arrangement for
comfort as well as subsistence. Often they live in communities, mutually
laboring for their common welfare, and respecting each other’s rights and
possessions, displaying at times the most perfect sympathy for one
another; and when the companion or the friend of one of them dies, the
survivor will pine, sometimes even to death, for the loss of his dead friend
or mate. Some males among them exhibit a chivalric courtesy toward the
females and their young, defending them with desperate courage from
danger, and forbearing to take an equal share with them in the food which
they have discovered for them. Of how many human beings can it be
said that they exhibit all of these and other good qualities of the animals
inferior to themselves; and of how many may it not be truly said that they
emulate and exceed many of the worst qualities of brutes ?
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Undoubtedly the first of human duties, in point of time, are those which
grow out of our bodily necessities; provision of food, raiment and shelter;
and such are the actual inequalities of condition and circumstance in life,
that many are so unfortunate as to find little opportunity for other occu-
pations than those that are enforced by their bodily necessities. Yet, of
those who are left at almost perfect liberty in the choice of occupation for
their time and abilities, we see a considerable proportion who seldom man-
ifest that they have any higher purpose than the gratification of the wants,
desires and passions of their animal natures. Nay, more; do we not often
see them employ all their intellectual powers, their fancy and skill, in aid
of the purposes of mere animal gratification, repressing the energies of
their moral natures, the rising emotions of religious sensibility, and all
the more generous impulses of their souls, that they may not be hindered
in or diverted from the ignoble pursuits which they have chosen? There
is no appetite or desire of our animal nature which may not innocently be
gratified to ite full capacity, short of excess, if this gratification may be
obtained without neglecting the gratification of the nobler desires and
impulses of the soul. The happiest condition of a human being, as well as
the most healthful, is that wherein both the spiritual and animal functions
of his being have their amplest development and freest exercise, always
excluding the idea of excess. Inordinate indulgence and undue repression

. are equally hurtful; but if one nature must suffer in order that the other
may thrive, can there be a doubt in any mind which should be made to
yield the precedence?

The animal cannot incur moral guilt, neither is there any sin in feeding,
clothing and comforting the body, in indulging its desires, and ministering
to its pleasures within the bounds of moderation. What is sinful consists in
repressing the energies and dwarfing the faculties of the soul, and especially
in reducing the spiritusal nature, in any degree, into a condition of subser-
viency to the animal nature. Doubtless the soul, invested with the full
measure of its rightful supremacy, will, in the exercise of its clemency,
concede to its servant, the body, allneeded comforts and healthful exercise,
and even gratification, and will subject it only to such restraints as are con-
gistent with its proper health. "It is only when the animal nature spurns
wholesome restraint, rebels against its rightful sovereign, and aspires to
ascendancy, or manifests a tendency to inordinate self-indulgence or to
passionate excess, that restraint and chastisement become necessary, and
then the mortification of the body becomes an act of virtue, because it is
necessary for the good of the soul. ‘ Bodily exercise profiteth nothing, but
godliness is profitable unto all things.”

There is a very general misconception of the rule of moral duty in this
respect, growing out of the confusion of our ‘ideas” in relation to the
moral quality of actions. The man who sins against moral law does so
not merely by any bodily or outward action, violative of a supposed arbi-
trary moral law, but by wronging his own soul; for it is to the healthy
development and the free and harmonious exercise of his superior, supra-
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animal nature that he is bound by moral law to direct his efforts. No
outward and bodily conformity to rules of action can be accepted by way
of substitution for the exercise of the affections and pure intentions of the
spiritual nature. If either the soul or the body must have its energies
crippled and its development checked, the latter, as the least valuable and
important, must be the sufferer. These are the first and highest dictates
of moral law. We have plenty of instructors of the purely emotional
school who are profuse in exhortations to the cherishment of virtuous feel-
ings and sentiments, and others of the dogmatic school equally emphatic in
their commendation of certain actions and in reprobation of others, yet
they seldom instruct us upon the true line of virtuous principle. They
often insist that animal enjoyments are more or less sinful, and that to be
strictly virtuous we must make ourselves more or less unhappy and more
or less disagreeable to ourselves and others; and the same person who
would witness with complacent satisfaction the sports and gambols of his
flocks and herds, when loosed from their temporary restraints, would con-
template with a power of disapproval an equal degree of hilarity in human
beings under similar circumstanecs.

Certainly the disciplinary chasteming of inordinate desires and rebellious
passions is attended with a degree of distress and unhappiness, and who-
ever will persist in a virtuous line of conduct must have occasion at times
to suffer from this cause or from the evil consequences of the excesses of
himself or others; but beyond this there is no moral ‘profit” in being
miserable or in making ourselves or others uncomfortable in mind or body.
The animal faculties do not, of themselves, recognize the authority of con-
science, nor voluntarily yield themselves to the control of the superior
faculties; but, unless when they have been excited to the degree of pas-
sion, they yield with docility to this control, as domesticated beasts submit
to the yoke and the curb; and as the analogy between the entirety of an
animal and the inferior faculties of a man is perfect, except in degree, the
discipline and restraint which are found by common experience to be proper
+ and effectual with the one are appropriate to the other.

It is apparent, then, that whoever, in violation of the salutary law above
indicated, gives loose reign to animal impulses and desires, and especially
he who gives unrestrained license to the fierce passions that are sometimes
liable to be engendered in the human breast, is guilty of a grievous
vrong: and he is to be likened to the madman who takes a serpent to his
bosom, or to the wretch who should wantonly let loose poisonous reptiles
and ravenous beasts to prey upon and afflict his fellow men.

‘While we think it no harm to allow the young of animals, or any of those
kinds that are harmless and not employed in labor, to roam at will and
disport themselves at their own pleasure, within certain inclosures or ranges,
we all agree that to allow the same liberty at all times to beasts that are
suitable for performing work and bearing burdens, would be a thriftless
and reprehensible waste of valuable labor-power; and we are equally unan-
imous in regarding him who turns loose & furious bull or an untamed tiger
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or ravening wolf upon a peaceful community, as an enemy of the human
race—a monster of cruelty. So we restrain the liberty of a maniac, lest he
should do injury to himself or others; and we restrain and punish those
criminals who prey upon the property or attempt the lives of others, just as
we capture or exterminate beasts of prey; and as we uproot and cast
away those noxious weeds which obstruct the growth of esculent vegetables
and edible grains, so we are prompted by a sense of moral duty to eradicate
and divest ourselves of those vices and pernicious habits which obstruct
the growth and development of virtuous principles in the human soul
By contemplating these and other similar analogies, we learn that nothing
in creation, however humble, is without its uses, and that moral lessons
may be drawn from objects which we had been accustomed to regard as
utterly worthless or harmful.

It is not enough that the spiritual nature is left free to exercise its facul-
ties at will, without interruption or hindrance, and is not made the slave
and instrument of the animal nature, nor even that it has power to repress
the disorders and excesses of the animal nature; the soul has occasion for
the services of the animal powers in aid of its own growth and develop-
ment. It is not enough that the gardener removes weeds from around
his plants, that they may not exhaust their soil or obstruct their growth;
he should cast those weeds into his compost-heaps, and convert them into
fertilizers, and see that his plants have the full benefit of sun and rain and
air, and are protected from tempests and the rigors of winter; and so the
energies of the soul are to be invigorated, its powers augmented, and its
faculties expanded in health and beauty, and to these ends the health and
the labors of the body are subsldmry It is not enough that the animal
nature is not degraded by vicious and inordinate indulgences and passions;
the body should with efficiency serve its master and rightful sovereign the
soul; its own health is thus conserved and its happiness promoted, and it
is itself ennobled and made a fitting habitation for its immortal and illus-
trious tenant.

The superior powers and faculties of man are to be strengthened and in-
vigorated by exercise and discipline. Moral inertness is more reprehensi-
ble than physical indolence. A man may pass through life, and at its closo
may say: “I have wronged no ome, and have not debased myself -by
vicious indulgences; what lack I yet?” So the wild ass of the desert,
if like Balaam’s beast it had a man’s voice, might as truly answer. Where-
in would such a man be better than a harmless brute? What answer will
he make to his Lorp when called upon to account for the *‘talent” com-
mitted to his charge? Doubtless he has well provided for the wants of his
body, during his short life; but what provision has he made for his soul ?
how has he fitted and furnished it for its journey to ‘‘the undiscovered
country” for which it must take its departure?

‘We have seen great numbers of men who had but too well served their
bodies, providing them not only with abundant food, and apparel most
precious and costly, but adorning them and their habitations with all con-
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ceivable ornaments and surroundings, and who held within their grasp not
the shadow only, but the real substance of power and influence, to whom
rich and poor did obeisance, who were honored in state and church, and
against whom no tongue of calumny dared to wag, go down to honored
graves in peace; and yet no man could truly say that the world was one
whit the better for their having lived in it. They had not done one of the
things for which it is said the Judge would commend those whom he
should place at his right hand. What shall it avail them in the chancery
of heaven that all men have spoken well of them? What have they done
for their own souls or the souls of others? To one who walks the
thoroughfares of trade, the resorts of business and the haunts of pleasure,
bearing within him a present consciousness of what man is and of all
of which he is capable, and compares what he sees and hears with the just
standards of moral worth, and of living, active virtue, how like a moral
desert the thronged city must appear, and what a mockery must seem the
honors and homage which men pay to and receive from each other with a
complaisancy that seems quite unconscious of their worthlessness! Is it
possible that a man with a soul can be vain of being considered the para-
gon of animals? It would seem so; and yet the intellect of the feeblest-
minded should make him conscious that the smallest modicum of moral
virtue has incomparably more worth than all that pertains to our animal
nature, however admirable.

The man who has acquired or inherited wealth may meet the reproach
of uncharitableness with the answer: ¢ This wealth is my own; I did not
obtain it by fraud or wrong, and I have a right to do with it as I please.”
This is not accordant with the rule of moral rectitude. Man has no abso-
lute property in anything: morally, he is not a proprietor, but only a
tenant, of whom his Lorp requires that he shall discharge his rental in
benefactions to his needy brethren. When a man by the normal exercise
of his moral and religious faculties has come to be so much in the divine
as to see men and their relations, as it were with the eyes of Gop, he sees
that all men are equal before him, as regards their claims upon his
bounty, and that no individual has a better moral right to the good gifts
of divine providence than has his fellow-man; that though he who is in
want is forbidden to appropriate to his own use the goods of which
another is possessed, the obligation of that other to share his abundance
with the destitute is not thereby lessened; and that if he, seeing his
brother’s need, shuts up his ‘““bowels of compassion,” the love of Gop
dwells not in him; and that he may not excuse himself from the exercise
of this large charity by reason of the faults and frailties of its object, -
seeing that his Father in Heaven ‘‘ maketh his sun to shine on the evil
and the good, and sendeth rain upon the just and the unjust.” When a
raan has done all this, he has no occasion for boasting; he has only paid
his rent. He has parted with a superfluity to relieve the necessity of one
who is as dear to his Lorp as himself; as dear, for our common Father
regards the humblest objects of his moral universe with infinite love; what
greater love, therefore, can he have for the best of them?
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If the duty of contributing to the relief of men’s physical necessities is
of such great importance, the duty of laboring for the improvement of
their moral and spiritual condition must be correspondingly more oblig-
atory, as their spiritual natures are superior to the animal. While our
animal inclinations are controled by force and discipline, our spiritual
being is influenced and stimulated into development and vigor by sym-
pathy and example. He, therefore, who would powerfully influence the
expansion and development of moral virtue among mankind, must himself
be a practical exemplar of virtue, unswerving in the right, and main-
taining his integrity under all circumstances of temptation, trial and
persecution. '

One of the apostles pointedly affirms that the only manner in which a
man can prove, even to himself, the genuineness of his faith, is by his
“ works,” which is equivalent to saying that there must be between his re-
ligious belief and his conduct the relation of cause and effect. Jesus
himself expressly and repeatedly affirmed the same, when he declared that
trees and men are known by their fruits, and emphasized it with peculiar
force by saying, that in the judgment many would say to him, ‘‘ Lorp,
Lorp, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast
out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? and then will I
profess unto them, I never knew.you; depart from me ye that work
iniquity.” Can language make the proposition plainer, that opinion is not
religious faith, and that religious conduct is a necessary effect, measure,
and illustration of religious belief ? The question, therefore, is not yet
answered.

Those who believe in Christ should not only be poor in spirit, meek,
merciful and pure in heart, but peace-makers, who resist not evil, and who
do not esteem it cgaven and dastardly not to return blow for blow; who
rejoice amidst persecution, and esteem it blessed to be reviled and
slandered for righteousness sake; who love not only their friends, but
their enemies likewise, and earnestly desire the good of those who de-
spitefully use them; who requite good for evil, give for the asking, and
lend, not hoping for return, and even demand not again that of which
they have been wrongfully deprived; who love not mammon, but Gob,
and are not anxious to amass earthly things, but those that are heavenly;
and who understand what that meaneth, ‘I will have mercy and not sacri-
fice.” If they who profess religion have not largely mistaken opinion
for faith, whence come the numerous ‘ wars and fightings” which prevail
among Christian nations? Do they originate as legitimate effects of reli-
gious faith? are they prompted by man’s religious and moral sentiments,
or are they not the instigation of the passionately active faculties which
man possesses in common with savage beasts? Some of the most san-
guinary of these wars have been crusades and wars of opinfon, undertaken
pretendedly for the glory of Gop and the good of the souls of men; but
when was it taught that loving one’s neighbor as himself could be illus-
trated by plunging the steely sword or shooting the deadly bullet into his
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warm, palpitating bosom, or by cherishing those rancorous and vindictive
feelings which prompt men to mortal combat? We make no accusations;
what is here written is penned in all kindness; but these considerations are
commended to attention, as worthy of more than a passing thought.

As all truths are in harmony with all other truths, whatever is inharmo-
nious originates in error. This statement illustrates the value of truth
most signally, when taken in connection with the foregoing discussion.
All social discords, civil strifes, parties and sects, owe their existence to
ingredients of error in human opinions and beliefs. If all men understood
and embraced moral truth, the consequence would be the universal preva-
lence of moral virtue; and this knowledge would be possible to all men if
they would thoroughly subordinate their animal natures to the spiritual
Strifes and wars would cease with the subjugation of the inordinate desires
and rampant passions that inspire them, and no contentions or even emu-
lations would thenceforth exist, except the noble emulation to most
efficiently promote individual and general advancement in knowledge and
virtue.

The virtue we are here considering is not of the kind which may be put
on and off with Sunday apparel, or that flaunts itself in public places for the
admiration of applauding multitudes, but is of that homely and humble
kind which is most conspicuous in the every-day affairs of common life.
It inhabits the counting-house of the merchant and the shop of the trades-
man, is domesticated in the homes of families, and disdains not to traverse
the by-ways where misery, want and vice hide themselves from public
notice. 'While it is no stranger to the cloistered nun or the ascetic recluse, .
nor holds itself aloof from scenes of festivity and mirth, it chiefly manifests
its presence in lowly scenes of suffering, temptation and sorrow. While
it shines conspicuous in princes and magistrates, it is the sole comfort of
the otherwise disconsolate, and the invaluable possession of the persecuted
outcast; it allays the anguish of the dying, and triumphs amidst the fires
of martyrdom, being the only possession which the soul is permitted to
retain, when, leaving behind it all the riches and pleasures of earth, it
enters on the untried scenes of a purely spiritual life. Its universal
prevalence would bring that ‘“peace on earth and good-will to men,”
which, though proclaimed, is sadly far from having yet ensued; and would
realize the presence of that ‘‘kingdom,” for whose earthly advent every
good man is taught to pray unceasingly.

Fre and light were the uniform tokens of the appearances of the Deity,
shining with a mild and gentle radiance, or flaming fiercely amidst clouds
and darkness, thunderings and noise. To Apaw he manifested himself in
the Shekinah, which kept the gates of Paradise; to ABEL, and Exocr, and
Noas, the Deity appeared in a flame of fire. Nor were the appearances
changed when he visited ABrRaHAM, Isaac, and JacoB. To Moses in the
bush, and to the Israelites in the wilderness, fire was his constant

symbol.
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HERODEN, This word is identical
with Heredom, Haeredom, Haeredum.
It is thought by some to be derived from
the Greek words *‘ieras domos,” i. e. holy
house. In the catechism of the degree
of Grand Architect it is a name given to
a mountain near Kilwinning. It is in-
ferred from this that King Robert L of
Scotland united the Knights Templar
with St. Andrew's Order of the Thistle,
and called it the Order of the Heroden,
orof the Holy House, i. e., Holy Temple.

HEROINE OF JERICHO. Anadop-
tive degree conferred on the wives and
widows of Royal Arch Masons. It was
never widely propagated, and is now
almost entirely superseded by the Ameri-
can Adoptive rite of the Eastern Star.

HIEROGLYPHICS. Hieroglyphics
were used before the discovery of theart
of writing, and through paintings of
natural or scientific objects were repre-
sented invisible things and ideas, which
could not have otherwise been delineated.
On account of its importance, and the
difficulty of reading it, it was considered
sacred. Hieroglyphics must always be
understood to be pictorial representa-
tions, and a symbol can be both a picto-

rial representation and an action. From"

what is here said the Freemason will be
able to perceive which of the Masonic
objectshehasto consider as hieroglyphics
and which as symbols.
HIEROPHANT. The chief director
of the ceremonies and expounder of the
doctrines in the mysteries of El